already known.

0f course, gxact dates mentioned in any oral testimony are alway;
open to question because of the'limitatioﬁs of humnn_memorf}“ﬁost
pioneers or home:;eaders of American frontier culture could not; for
example, without some rehearaal be precise about the dates of happen-
i{ngs of many years ago, even though they might retain vivid memories of
these past events. However Indian people raised in a traditional atmos-
phere and vffﬁout concert. for measuring the passage of time may find it
impossible to fecall dates or give réasonable estimates of time to the
satisfqgsion of a researcher, By careful duestioning field workers are
sometimes lee to assist informants in relating a\sjrticular event to a ,
well known event such as~Wb;1d War II or the death of President Kennedy,
There 18 a burden on the researcﬁer, however, to read all of a testimony
and look for theae questions and supplementary bits of data, as well as
to seek corrobo*ative evidenca from other sources {f necessary.

‘ There are, of cqurse, some-individuale whose particular life ex=
"periénces have made it possible to begome extremely knowledgeable in
both Indlgn and Anglo-kmerican wayes.of 1life, and vho can, with relative
eaae.fprovida information in-terms of categories familiar to historians,
including rather -precise dates.. Several persons oflthiw type have con-
" tributed valgable testimohy to the Oklahome Duke Collecticn. Most of
the Indian béople who hava prgvided oral}téstimony for the Project'are,’
however, relatively unsophisticated as far as contact with the academic
vorld is concerned, Qﬁd many have only a miﬁimal formal educa;ibn.l Tha
Celttmony 6f these people 1u.umnzingly concrete with respect to what they\
themaelveg have witnessed and experiénced, and may be accepted as "factual"

vithin the comsion application of this term. The concensus of Project
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