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fn-ﬁhe days| before statehood, he tells that 4 person could £o and settle

*.oh any piecp .of land not clalmed by someond €lse.- -LHen his family moved

¢+ there from bﬁquoyah County, "ther settled on some land at the south edge of
Sunnyside. dlstrlct and there he stayed until he retited several years

"ago. He says.in tho e early days“therc were no section line roads, and
travel was gust across the tountry wherever a wagon could best go.: SN
Althoughgin| the years after he came to6 Sunnyside the cOun*ry began tq
settle up, Pput when he first came there it was thinly setiled. However, .
to the southeast, on the,other -side of the range of wooded hills, there

' were' severa famllles‘llvan in the Aider communlty i J

In the early days Chelsea was thelr tradwnw center. That 1little ‘frontier
town served/a large area of the Coo-wee~scoo-we District of the Indian
Nation. VWith the coming of statehood, Chelsea was the hub of rading for
parts of dogers, Craig) “and Nowata Countles, as vell as the northwest
corner of Mayes County. Chelsea has never grown much, and it was actually
a.larger toyn many years ‘ago than it is now, esoecially when there was lots
of fanm}ng, small cattle ranches, and strlp coal mining. Probably most-
‘prominent in the history of Chelsea and area were the Milam family of

" Cherokees. J. B. Milam and Newell Milam were bankers, in business at.
Chelsea and at Claremore. Another of that famlly vas James Milam, who
was a promising bu81ness man, but he was killed in World War I. 1In his
:late years J. B. Milam was Pr1n01oal Chief . of the Cherokee Nation from
1941 until hlS death in l9h° L ,
Adjoinlng Sunnyside c:mmunLtV'on “the west was the Dawes Community. The .
Dayes country school was”in gxistence before Statehnod and served the

‘. ared half way to .the village of" Bushyhead Dawes school ¢&losed very

" early after statehood,-.and the 0ld building has ‘Been gone for many years.’
The only thing left that was.of the Lawes community, is the cemetery of
that name that is located on ton-of aQElgh hill, The burlal,nlace was
started sometime in. the 18705, and 1s ti11 in use: ‘ .
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Mr, Elm says that there is not. much tot tell of Ais. hame cotmunity, as’ P
‘they tere'gust plain folks', wolking thelg farms tryinr to make enough
to 'keep body and soul together'. Hé says nobody evcry -did anything
-ontstanding, and there was very. little trouble in all his yeirs there -

: 1n.that‘pemmun1ty -0f ‘course, when there was a country sqpare dance at
some farm home, or a pie supper at the sschool, there.would usudally be: ' -

" somg character bring a jug of 'white llghtenwng! * With a few belts of ' AR
(bheicurrent !'joy juice' inside,.there would te the usual fights, He tells
that--the favorite 'spitits' when he was a young fellow was what was
generally referred to as 'Chockg, or Choctaw Beer. It was made by "
fermenting corn meal ani sugar in rain water, and could be very potent.’

- But he says they always had good neighbors, ahd he looks back to thosé
days ®hen everybody lived peaceful :and cqntented lives. Now, he siys

eVerythlng has changed., . ‘ . . . /
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