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Midnight Ceremony . - ' “ Ty
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At midnight there if a ceremony. Water is ‘orought in from.outs1 le., Prayers are
made. Cedaxr, is thrown on the fire. James S\ errorn goes outside and/blows his eagle
bone whlstI/. Water is passed -around and peoble drink, etc, !

The drum went earound 1% times befgre the zidnight céremony. JamLs had started
'it .earlier, and it went all the way aroan (thoush the Comanches werefnot there yet),
he” sanQ again, 'and passed it on, and by the time it reached.George, it was midnight
so James called for the drum. He sang the four "ch1gh{ Jater Songs. 7 A bucket of
vater was passed in from outside and set down jus: east of the fire. It stayed there -
during<the pay prayers, etce Just before n'onlzn:, George, who was the main one
tendlng the fire, brushed the coals up;to the sig¢e of Lhe altar, end arranged ghem
into a crescent, following the shape of the aﬂ%--. Stray caals that fell awgy‘pnd
ashes were carefully cwept back into place with = short-handled broom. New wooﬁ wvas
brought in and- carefully stacked at’ the east s@Fé 0 the fire. The wdod Was placed
own in two stacks, the pieces in each stack lirad up, and their eads+-the Burnﬂpg
ends<-interlocking like the rails of 3 rail fenge. & great wave of heat went up)from
th stirred up coals which vere swept into the MA='s"ent/'\1:{d the live |coals glowqd un-.
y, topped here and there with gray ash, crnd|waves of heat shirmmerinz.. With this
arréJgement the vhole flrcnlace resembled 2 bird4-the glowing coals *d crescent shanc
forming the wings, the coals closer to the burnizg sticks forming the body, and “he
sticks themselves; extendipg east from the fire constituting the sprezd-out teil feather!
As the coals glowed and changed color znd seerel 0 cuiver with the roverment of ¢ é )
fire, it was easy to visualize the bixd rovméé, =:| if alivew Georze used two long | -
sticks- for his "sculpturing" of the coals, oushinziznd raking the co621s5 with therm, |
and occasionally using then as tongs to 1ift co-l 'nto.posiflon. While he was getmlnv
the coels into creccent ghape, he would shove znZ 2ile ther up and use one of his long
sticks to level off the hes D, aad 21s0 to crush “ﬂa1e sticks up into sre=ller coals \
en the trescent-shepe had Been zchieve, he tocx oz of his sticks and made a sevlea/bf
longitudinel impressions on each sice, 2s if <o i:c1 ate wing feathers. When he had \
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finished shapin® the coals, with the long sticks, ze took the broom and sweapt up any
ashes or other residue which might have fallen cutside, so that the outline of the .
ird was clear and distincjt. : , .
o " chenr s aiswdncke. | . |
fter the water was brought in, Jomes valxed and I ayep in Xiowa, mexing signs and |
estures, and getting very emotional. oeve*al Tizes, hen he prayed, he went. He \
smored a cornshuck cigerette while he prayed. ' Tnex helasked Ch-rlie Eizn to pray and
t cedar in the fire. Charlie 93hyﬁd in Apache. Before the water wrs passed around, \
orge poured a little bit of it on %the zround us: .of the fire.. The water w=s in
. vhite enamel bucket, probably 2-g2 iloq size, with store decals degorating it.
ne deczl was a butterfly, and apother was an Indizn by his tipi, and I don't remerber
he,*est Toward the ‘end of all this--I don't inew if the water wss, 503ng around or
ov--James took his eagle bone whist Lg and went ctuiuside..| Soon we could hear him blow
't | He blew it on each side of the Lipi, *and inen came back in. At this time he told
ohn and I that £rom then on we were free 10 lezve, without zsking perxzission, eny tire .
e wanted to. Anqther part of the midnicht cerczony consijted of his tsxing all the
fana from his, boA Ad smbking them in cedar srqve. He had \several. fzns with hin.
‘owe .they were sed arqund and Tut i.:o use; %e 12id them on the sm21l1 Mexican serap
e had by his si Charlik. High and Toa Bitseei: h=d b*ouﬁh* ps +0.drink with
ipoing water out of the bucket and drinxihgz and then pou infz the rerainder over :
thelﬁ hands. Tbm;@oaned John and I his silwer <uz, and ithen\I let Sarzh and Evely N
%ge it, but the gest of the men jus u\l¥f ed the tucket end drank out.of that. '
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