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Opening Ceremony. to Midaight : \ . \ .
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. During the activities opening the meetirg James Sllverhorn, the leader, unpacks
his ceremonial paraphernalif. His chief peyote is tcken out of its metal base in his
peyote box and set on a nest of sage in the center of the altar, directly in front of
him. -He hés.a small serape about 8" x 15" which he sets down| by him and on'which he-
places his things as .necessary--the: buckskln bag containing char, the eagle bone
vhistle, fans, and perhaps other things. Everything is srioked as it is taken out.
That ‘is, held toward the fire and motioned ‘tow rards it four times. . He -prays end talks"

at the beginning of the meetlng. 8 bunch of sage is pnssed around. Everyone takes a

bit of the sege and rubs it in their hands and then’ passes’the w»hpqqu over their hair,
arns, body, etc. ' Some put some of the sage in. their mouth and Fhew 1&.; Sore smell the

~ bunch of sage slowly before teking some of it. .Corn chuc ks in a pack sre passe¢ eround,

and & pack of Bull Durham, Everyone takes one or more coxnshuc&x papers.2and licks then,
moistening them. When the tobacco reaches them, they:vour sore out in the moistened-

* cornshuck and roll a cxgarette. A spec*nl fire stick for lightipg c1gavette* has been -
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prepared in advan:ze and pleced on the east side of the fire, one end toward the fire .
and alive in embers. George Silverhorn, who is the fireran, gets the fire stick nnd
lights the cig~rettes for people who want to smoke during the wi%ting. This fire ctick
is about 2 inches in dimmeter and about’ 18 inches lonz, n round section of a branth .
with the bark removed. The branch is srooth and vwhite, snd ~ water bird design hos
been carved &nd painted on it. During this onening cererodny, George lights hiw own
cigarette a2nd then passes the fire stick aroufld. Every person lightc up and sroxes,
glowly. I have been told in the past to be sure and take fouar puffs a% least en the
cigarette, and don't let it go out ‘before then.. Sometimes these corachuck cigardites
are tricky to light. Everjyone is slow and deliterate in their lighiins. SaTe neodle
hold the digarette in their hand and place il on the rlowing end of the fire ttick,
holding it there till it has caught. Others hold the cigrretie in their routh pnd raise
the fire stick up and light ‘the cigarette by inhaling. Jveryoqe is c're’ul n0% %o let
sparks and ermbers burn their clothes or blankeis: I got my cigaret fe 1it just fine,
I thought, but found to my dicsmay that it went out afte* I'd teken one good puflfl,
I sate-and held it during the rest of the sroking, and finally folded -t up oo that
vhen it was collected it. wyouldn't 100k so long--I honed no one would no.i"e. Alter .
everyone had started smoxing, Jemes spoke. He prayed In Kiowa, holdin< his ;1:zrc“e
in one hand, end making gestiures and qlnns with the other. When people got throuzh
.with their cigarettes, they put them out in the grouné in front of them, and then held
then. After this part wes over, George Silverhorn collected the‘cigw:cttes on the
north side, and Ch-rlie High collected the'ones on the’ iputh sice. All these s-ubs
-were carefully Placed at the ends of the crescth where' they remained the rest: of* ~——
the meetmg. ’ . ‘ ‘ . & , S .;.“
I think it was durjng this time, teo, the tirme of cmokingz, that Sarah Lonzhorn’
came in and went clocxwise to a place oa the north side of the-tipi where she sat
dovn. Janes asked her to evpPlain sbout the meeting. Said he wantédMto, be sure and
get it stralght wh~t che wanted, befo>e he went on. S2id he vnnged to do it .be w2y
she wanted. GShe sat ‘and smoked and talked in Kiowa. When she ot throurh, she left”
the tipi. Said che "and Pvelyn would wait a little while to fee’if any wore people - ,-
came, and if there was roomg they would come 'in later and siay the nicht.
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: I don t remember if it was before or after »his sroking that James Silverhorn
orened by singing the Four Opening Songs.” Rorer Topich, citing just south of hir, '
¢rupmed for him, and was his assistant all'eveqing with the cedar, etc. :

Then the peyote was passed around. .Firtct the sacks of peyotc were held up to
the fire and smoked four times in cedar smoke. . These sarks were pasced around in -
clockwise direction. First came.n sack of driwd peyote buttons, then a seck o’ rreen
fresh peyotes, cleaned and with the roots trimmed off. I have been told in’ prnv*ouf
meetlng to either take two or four, so I took two of each. I believe this peroie. mny
have been passed around before Sarah made her intréductory talk, because I know I sat



