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The Quapaws, lilke some other t r ibes of Indians, are ser-ioasly trying to
preserve th-.-ir [Language, customs, and other features of their way of
l i f e . The centfer of muchr of the t r ibe ' s ac t iv i t i e s is the ^uapaw Long
House at BaaverI Springs, the old ana lon^ established meeting grounds
of these Indiana. . Classes of instruction are conducted among the ^aapaws
to te-ch and p^raserve the i r language. Boo t e l l s that the.^uapaw and Osa.e
languages are vary s imilar . V-ith the strong influence of Anglo association
among the young people, the many features of Indian l i fe are attacked.
Some of his observations am-ng Indians are hard, to exp la in . ' For instance,
l a . t year at thei^uapaw annual Fow-wow, nis v.ife (who is ful l blood Cherokee)
overheard three Indian women carrying on-a conversation, yet each speaking
in thei r own, an<i different , t r i b a l language. Perhaps this may not be so

, as wnen traveling in Arizona, he has overheard a Mexican and a
talking td each other, and again each speaking in their own tongue.

•So i t is very l ikely tr.it by reason of environment and association bil ingual
useage among Indians would not be unusual. Some of the older Indians of
toiay who attended Indians dohools t h i r ty to f i f ty years ago tell-1 that
thev, were forbidden to speak their n;t ive language at tre schools, and
to do so brought punishment. This rememberanee among many has lef t a
sour taste toward*that establishment and i dea ' . .'Jow tha~t same-establishment
reverses i t se l f ar}d encourages bilingual t ra in ing. There is a lot to he
said about the ideas and objectives of the whiteman in his relat ion to the
•Indian, ana most of i t would curdle a r t t leshake 's milk. Nevertheless,
.the Indian of today is tenaciously holding on to a'll that is of the way
of their forefathers, and it , has been found good.

The ^uapaws have been most fortunafe, as many s t i l l l ive on their own land,
mo?t having been allotments of their folks . The '.vhitebird allotment

joins the town on ^uapaw, and .this was also the home of . 'obert's fa ther .
As the town came into be.ng the family hume >-as moved so i t *Qul.i be' on'
a s t r e e t . The /.hitecird children attendee trie public schools, i.ni their
mother founi <it very hard to teach them the i r native language And customs.
The elder folks foresaw the importance of tr^eir children gett:n-; an
eau~ ition as tney krTew i t v:oal: be part o:' their hope an: salvation in
a c:.angine* •..•orld. although caught i .'tween two avo of l i f e , tne Indian,

will always oe an Indian.

Important to 'he Indians of arly :ays was tru- yedic^ne H. ase vnicr; was
loc-ted n 'ar reaver springs. _ hjre secrecy at tends: t ne peyote cerferony,
"ouri.-il r i t u a l s , inu oth^er sp i r i tua l a c t i v i t i e s , '-ev v: ild -„•.• llvi/.^ no'* ,
tr.it co;ld, .ut pro: acly vculd no: t o l l ' o f t: o~e things, -qrhars ven
ov; tr.e f o j--.:ay mourni-..- time is obser: ed . dobert. to . 1 - *.':i.t he : • - %

assisted in s ne.of • r.-? ceremon'ioi \r.i r : t u ^ l s . *̂ • - 1 : .- -c~ tr.'-.t . •'
th .leader of any of the old r i t u i l c va: t:.o j . . : :v -e a^tnarijty r i
h: was never z :estio-".ed. • | *

In formed days and i t me-?tisjs t.-.ero • as k-°pt-sr.>t -. ar call- , ; £ "runninr
table", rrepafrei food ^as kert on tr.is table for tr.e :ar'.ri:r. of the
neetir^r an: any one var vrelc me to rar take, but1 that casto" v^s' iiea ?ut .


