dobert whiteb}rd -3- ' .

The Quapaws, lilke some other tribes of Iniians, are seriously trying to
preserve thoir {language, customs, and other features of their way of
life. The centeér of muclr of the tribe's activities is the <uapaw Long
House at Beaver|springs, the old and lonz estatlished mesting grounds
of these Indiang. . Classes of instruc¢tion are conducted among the <uapaws
to te-ch and prgserve their language. Boo tells that thne <uapaw and Jsa:e
languazes are very similar. with the strong influence of Anglo association
among the young people, the many featires of Iniian life are attacxed.

Some of nis ovsefpvations am.ng Indians are hard to explain,”’ For instarce,

la.t year at the|.uapaw annual Fow-wow, nis wife (who is full blood Cherokee'

overheard three [ndian women carrying on a conversation, yet each speaking
in their own, ang different, tribal language., Ferhips thLis may not de so
nusual, as wnenltraveling in drizona, he has ovorheard a Nexican and a

'.Eavajo talking tq each other, and again eich speaking in their own tongue,
S50 it is very liKely trn:t by reason of environment and associztion bilingual
useage among Indigns would not be unusual. Sume of the older Indians of
tolay who attended Indians schools thirty to rifty years ago tell that
they were forbidden to speak their n:tive language at tre schools, and
to do so brouzht punishment. This remerberanee arong many nas left a
sour taste toward!that establishment and idea'. low thdt sare-establishment
reverses itself and encourazes bilingual t"alnwnn. There is 2 lot to he
said aoout <he ideas and objectives of the whiteman in his rﬁlatlon to the
-Indian, and rost of it would curdle a r tt leshaxﬂ'a milk. Levertheless,
.the Indian of today is tenaciously holdinz on to all that is of the way
of their forefathers, and it. has been found good.

The (uacaws have been most fortunate,a rany still live on their own land,
mozt having been allotments of their folks. The whitebird allot~ent
joins the town on <uapaw, aad -this was also the home of .obert's fz ther

As tre town care into be.ng the family home was rmoved so it would be on’

+ a street. The ~nitevird children a%tendex tne rublic schpols, .ni their
mother founi 4+ very hard to teach ther tneir native language ind customs.
The elder folxs foresaw the importance of tneir cnildren gett:n- zn
edul :tion 3as tney «few it woul: be rart of their hore an: szilvation in

a cransins world., although caught totween wwo  ays of life, tne Iniidn
will alwavs o2 an indian. .
* \ : d * ) ‘
Important 1o “ne Indians of arly "3§'xa< “he Yedicipe fluse wnlen wac
loc-ted nour reaver oprings.. hore sscrecy attenie: tne reyote cezeron
© oourial ritaals, ans of he S“lr;udul activities. Tew woali oo livike nm
tnzt co:ld, (2t orosacly weould nor tell'efl trose tnincs,  -eriars ven
o tne fw‘r-xay mournins time i3 obsaried, dotert,to .l h .t he - .
sssisted in s me o7 "n2 cerersniol ani ritials., et T osom tnns ’
tn ledder of anv 57 *he 213 ritiil: wic Yo s.reme altiority  rd
T was naver 7 iestio-ed. . - Ea
In Torre* days and st rmeotimzs tiere as zept.onrnet tar calls: §f 'rannine
tatle”, rrepdrei f>031 .3s ket on tnis tatle for “ne juritisn of 4ne
meetinz an: any oneé was welc re to rartaxe, tit that castor tas iiex -ut,
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