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(Bob SUgall i s a white tan who ha* lived in Blaine County since 1^21. Ha was *
in tha Qeary aohool system for 35 yaara aa teacher, principal and coach. . Now
retired from tha public achools but has bald his present position since sprlne
t f 1J67, having been arteft to accept this by Overton Jaaea and another
with tha Indian Bducartlon Dapartaent)

I ( T » baan bar* alnca 1930, a tAohar hare In Geary. At that tLaa mry Indian
boaa waa In tha country, they had logons, boree,e houaee, feed for their horaag,
etc. They would ccwa to town to gat their things. Before sundown they would go
boas idth their wagon full of groceries, ate. There were no beer joints then.
Oh, they drank a Iitt3e, but i t wasn't easy to drink then like i t i s now. Then
the Negroes lived in shacks, dugouts, e tc . , shanties nade of pieces of tin and
scraps. There'4 be a-whole row of these along the railroad track. .«ow the situation
i s reversed. The Indians have lost thair (.ones in the country—their horses, and
everything. They've traded their horses In for cara^-which they can't finance.
Jtsny of the* are repossessed. Mow the Indians hare drifted into town and they*re
the ones living in the shacks anu shanties and run-down houses.

• \
Heven't you heard stout the Johnson-O'Mslley Act? I t ' s very important act for
bur schools that hare lots of Indians. Technically i t applies to the. children
of Indians who live in the' country or who live in oowounitiea of less than '500
population. I t ' s not supposed to-spply to Indian children in the larger towns.
I t ' s s lunch progrsB. It was passed in 1936, Federal Governnent, and started
la 1937. Through the Johiison-O^Ksllsy Aoi, BLTfunds are used to provide lunches
for Indlsn ehUdren in the -fJu l̂io schools. Through Johnson-0*Hallay the schools
get si i t sen seats for each Indian child1a lunch fron BIA funds. The federal
iswimeahl also pays four osnts on d 1 children's lunches, whites and Indians,
and a l l . As I said, this set was supposed to apply just* to the lunches for
ladisn ohildren living in tha xaintry or rwy amill towns. But ttie kiss in «
tow like Geary seed i t j i s t as bed or worse than the one* that live outside the
d t y Halts . So the Buresm sort of goes along with the situation. They wink at
Including the Indian kids in the town*. Every now and then they start to crack
down snd I Bight have to take SOBS town kids off for s Berth, but the next Month
I put 'SB right bask on. When I was principal here, I war. tad the Indian kids to . •

I've SBWsys Halt that the Indian-children are important in the school systea
snd that they really pay their way. The a^ate ssrvioss to public schools sre
based en aveysge dally attandanoe. ' A school in Oklahons is permitted to have
five taiehera for the first 120 students' •that is, average daily attendance,
not just enrollBent figures. And s school gets one BOTO teacher for every 26

^ after that (ADA). 3o the mawjir of children tost go to a' achool is
lMportont Decease the aoro thexv are that attend regularly, the Bore tesonors
aas other ssrvioss a school gets. Transportstior and Maintenance aerrloea are also

on ADA. So I think the Indian kids a n an asset to s school, not
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