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Informant: Tom Captain, tiO-year-oid Eastern Shawnee,
Moccasin Bend, Ottawa County, Oklahoma

Subject: Eastern Snawnees,, and other small t r ibes of Norfcneast Oklahoma.

\ ( ^

p a tribe of Indians, tne Snawnees must\nave real ly incurred tne rath of the
c White powers-tnat-twere in tne mid-l&UQs. Tne government was not
3fied with just moving tne Shawnees to Indian Territory", tney received tne.

l^ious nonor of being spj.it up into three separate groups and scattered to
the three winds (the fourtn wind is the good wind wnich tne Indian seldom
feels). So i t was, tne Eastern Shawnees were located on a l i t t l e . pa t en of (
and between the Peorias ana tne Wyanaottes from Spring River to tne Missouri *
ine-. Tom says tnat about a tnousand Snawnees were located on tnis reservation
bout five miles wide and some six miles long. How the government did i t i s
t known, but they brought about 2>u Modocs from Oregon and placed them on

Eastern Shp.wnee reservatian. But tneirs_ was not to question why - just do
nd die.

In tie Moccasin Bena country 01 Spring jliver Tom Captain nas spent nearly a i l
lis l i fe . He nas 6een mucn as time and progress nave marcned by. Of wnat is
Left of the Eastern Shawnee reservation s t i l l owned by tne t r i be is almost
leartbreaking. Just i>7 acres.1 Ironic i t may be, but he t e i l s tnat recently /
kne-government got big, hearted and oifered to build a council house for tne
tribe on tne i r few remaining acres. As Cniei' of tne Eastern Shawnees. at tnat
time, he turned tne offer ^own. rtitmn reason?ble distance of tne tr ibes
Land, Tom can count the concerned Shawnee families on tne 'lingers of one nand.
^t present tne t r ibe rents out this l i t t l e piece 'of bottom land which bfiffgs
}Ln a l i t t l e t r iba l income. J

Jom Captain was born on the same section he now l ives in, at a time \the\\ tne
[Land was n i l Indian land, no fences to separate tne people, .no posted signs
fco te l l of greedy minds, and a paramount nope tnct tney be i e i t alone at l a s t ,
pernaps tney were lortunate, as Tom te l l s tnat big timber-covered a lo t ' o f tne
|rea and tnat there was no underbrush. Hign grass grew among the t re rs and*
bne could see for a half mile thru tne woods. Tais was typical Indian land,
prith ciear and beautiful Spring River on tne west side of tne i r reservation.

tne otner Shawnees tnat were moved into Indian Territory may not nave been &o
pell blessed. The Cherokee Shawnees were scattered tnru wnat is now Craig,
bounty se t t l ing mostly around tne town of Bluejacket ind in tne soutnefn end
jbnrougn tne Shawnee Hi l l s . The tnird group were located in central Oklahoma
kna are now under tne Indiaff Agency at Anadarko, end known as tne Absentee
pflawnees. . - »*

> •
nis livotirse ne nas seen most of tne Indians of tnose several l i t t l e tr ibes

lisappear alon with tnerr reservations. He only knows of one Modoc wno l ives in
Seneca, Mo. Tnere are no-Peonas in tne towp tnot bears the t r i b e ' s name. A few

necas can be found in tne Turkey Jrbrd area oi wnat. was once thei r reservation,
lew .Vyandottes are s t i l l around tne i r old t r i b a l grounds. J-he/^uapaws, Uiamis,

Ottawas probably fared better than most in l a t e r yea rs . For tnese tnree
bes tne lead and zinc mines paid tnen a lu£ royalty, but now tn is income H


