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Tndex side A, second nart recording tlme 15 min.; 1nterview time one nour.
Index side B, 1irst part, recorairy tx® 45 run..
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Tntormant: Tom Captain, 8o-year-oia éastem Shawnee, 5
Moccasin Bena, Ottawa County, Oklanoma

ubject: Eastern Sx@vmeea, and \qicher smatl tribes ot Norsneast Oklahoma,
~ \\ ( /_\ L

a tribe of Indians, tue Snawnees must\nave reaily incurred tue rath of tne
reat White powers-tnatiwere in tne mid-i40Q0s. Tne govermment was not
gtistied with just moving tne Shawnees to Indian Territory, they received tne

10us nonor ol being split up into three separate groups and scattered to

three winas (tnhe fourtn wind 1s the gooa wind wnich the Indian seldom )
eels), So it was, tne Eastern Shawnees were located on a tittle patcn of C
and between the Peorias ana tne Wyanaottes trom Spring River to tne Mlssourl‘
e, Tom says tnat about a thousand Snawnees were located on tnis reseryation
bout tive miles wide ana some six miies long. How the government dia it 1s
t known, but they brougnt ahout 25u Moaocs i‘rom Oregon and placed them on
he Eassein Shzwnee reservatien. Dut theirs was not to question why - just do
na die,
Ef tue ‘Moccasin Bena country or Spring River Tom Cap’tam nas spent nearly ail
is life., He nas seen mucn as time and progress nave marched by. Of wnat 1s =
ett ot the Eastern Shawnee reservation stilil owned by tne tribe 1s almost
eartbreaking. Just b7 acres.’ Ironic it may be, but he teils tnat recently -
ne -government got big nearted and olfered to bulld a council house for tne
tribe on tneir few remaining acres. As Cnier of tne Eastern Shawnees at that
ime, he turned tne ofter down. witnin reasonsble distance of the tribes

nd, Tom ean count the concemmed Shawnee families on tne ‘11imgers of one nand.
}t. present the tribe rents Sut this Little piece oI bottom Lond which briffgs
in & little tribal income.

h'om Captam was born on the same sectlon he now iives in, at a time wnen tne
ham was all Indian land, no lences to separate tne pecple, .no posted signs
to tell of greedy minds, and a paramount hope thct they be L=ttt alone at Last,
fernaos tney were lortunate, as Tom teils tnat big timber<overed a lot“ ot tne
lrea and tnat there was no underbrush, Hign grass geew among the trees and
ne could see tor a nalt mile thru tne woods. Ms was typical Incuan land,
th ciear ana beaytitul Spring River on tne west siae of tneir reservation.
. . .
ne otner Shawnees tnat were moved into Indian Territory may not neve beén so
11 blesseds The Cherokee Shawnees were scattered tnru wnat is now Cralg,
ounty settiing mostiy arouna the town of Bluejzcket &na in tne soutne¥n end
ougn the Shgwnee Halls. The tnira group were located ir centeal Oklohoma
na are now under the IndlaﬁA‘ency at Anadarxo, ana’ Known as tne Absentee
!Umees. E s?

h N1s Llvetime he nas seen most of tne Indians of those several i1ttle tribes
sappezr alon with tneir reservations, He only knows of one Modoc wno lives in
neca, Mo, Tnere are no-Peorias in tne town tnat bezrs the tr¥be's name. A tew
necas can be tound 1n tne ‘urkey kora area o! wnat. was once their reservation.
tew iyandottes are still around tneir oid tribal grounds. ‘ne Juapaws, Yiamis,
nd Ottawas probably rared betier than most 1n later years. For tnese tnree
bes tne Lead and zinc mines paid them a 1UZ ro,'alty, but now this income W& %A
Y



