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and guide it off.. Then we'd have to bust it up a bit to get it in the
truck., They used to have a smelter_up there at Vinita. They hauled
tbr’lead up to Vinita. And hauled the smelter up to Joplin. And up to

~ . #
Joplin is 50 mil¢s. I don't where they kept some smelter somewhere. \

(Well, that industry still , it gave a lot of employment to the Indian
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folk, through the country here.)
Oh, yeah. Dut you take most of them old miners. "I don't know of any.

‘1 guess you could find them over there. Down at Pitcher and Commerce.

" They worked in the mines during ‘Jorld "Jar I.

(Is that ﬁrqtty hard on a man's health that wine work? )

Yeah, it used to be. hen we t:as mining up herc at Diwey. ¢ our mine

was, oh, just a little above your head. .ust 1l : €nou_ax 50 tnat you

could walk through it. Some of them you had to timber and some of them
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you didn't. We'd put olf a round cf shoots aad o r.sht :iun and 30 rigat
. .
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»to vwork, Smoke was so thick you cculdn't see your hand that far ahead
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ol you. And I worked in triple mine mill over a.re. 1 did.'t work in

the mill either. T wokred oct  im the crest. Tacy wanted me to work

hat dust :a therce wa® so Joggone bad

in the mill and T wouldn't do :t. T

vou couldn't sce three foot. Them boys thaz was-a workin, i+ there lost

'

their 1?1

e. They died pretty voung.
(Yeah, cause that dust w 1l sure eveatually get then.)

I had a son-in-law d-ed tere several vears ajo  that .sed to mine. That's
what killed him more th.n aaythin_ else,

(Yeah.)

lad two brothers that working in tkem all the t me. They're Loth dead.
‘No, I 1ad three brothers that ‘sokred i1 them all the time. Tt I just

o
worked, well, T never did work them cver here #f thc grotad too much.

Just very litte. 1I'd go over there and see them. I had to see them



