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and guide i t off.. Then we',d have to bust i t up a bit to get i t in the

truck. They used to have a smelter up there at Vinita. They hauled

th^lead up to Vinita. And hauled the' smelter up to Joplin. And up to

Joplin is 50 milffs. I don't where they kept some smelter somewhere. \
v

w

(Well, t h a t i n d u s t r y s t i l l , i t gave a l o t of employment to the Ind ian

fo lk , through the count ry h e r e . )

Oh, yeah. Dut you take most of them old m i n e r s . ' I d o n ' t know of any .

I guess yo"u could f ind them over t h e r e . Down a t P i t c h e r and Commerce.

They worked in the mines dur ing '. 'orId 'Jar I .

( I s t h a t p r e t t y hard on a n u n ' s h e a l t h t h a t i.'.ine work? )

Yeah, i t used to b e . .'hep. \ e <us mining -ip here a t D(. vey . ĉ o i r mine

was,, oh, j u s t a U t t l e above your head . . lust iLj.i ciou_.i so t n a t you

could wa-lk through i t . Some of them you had to t imber and some of them

you d i d n ' t . We'd put off a round of shoo t s and j,o r . ^ h t m and ^o r ' ight

*• to work. Smoke was so t h i c k you c o u l d n ' t see your hand t ha t far ahead
*

of you. -V".u I >;orked in t r i p l e mine m i l l over , i . : e . I did . 'c work in

the n i l l e i t h e r . I wokred out inr the c r e s t . T'cu\ ..-anted ne to w'ork

in the m i l l and I wou ldn ' t do i t . That dus t :.i t h e r e was so doggone bad

you c o u l d n ' t see t h r e e loot-. Them boys t h a t was-a .working i r t h e r e l o s t

t h e i r I t^te. They d ied p r e t t y young. , -• .

(Yeah, cause t h a t dus t W l l sure e v e n t u a l l y get the-n.)

I had a son - in - l aw d-.ed here s e v e r a l yea r s 330 tha t .sec5 to -nine. T h a t ' s

what k i l l e d hit? raore t \ . n a n y t h m ^ e l s e .

. (Yeah.)

!iad tvo b r o t h e r s t ha t working- in them a l l the t roe. They ' r e ->oth dead .

No, I lad t h r e e b r o t h e r s that ' -.-okred in then a l l the t ime . r. >t I j u s t

worked, w e l l , I never did work them ever he re in the ground too much.

J u s t very l i t t e . I',d go over t h e r e and see them. I had to see them


