"Jenks Boss -2- \
Mir. Boss has lived in many places in tne old Cnerokee Nation. One time when
ne wasé iiving in Strang area berore tne town was built, ne was working tor
a Cnerokee tamily by nams of West, He remembers that ne was hauiing corn
to tne raiiroad at Adair that tail, He recalis that on that day in September
1901 when he arrived in town with nis load of corn the town was tuil of people,
for it was leamed that P:uident Wiiliam McKintey nas been assinated.

¥
He recails uso, when he was about L3 years old, that Adair ana Pryor were .
rougn towns, He tells tnat when colored peoplé came tnru Pryor, the towns-
people waved them on tnru town, as tnose good white people were begmning to
get noLd of the Imians .Lands amd were very proud of their accompiishments,

Mrs, Ross tells about a more recent time regardlng Pryor. A coiored Preacner
nad stopped in Pryor to buy some gas, but no one wouia seil nhim any, He told

" one of the service station operators tnat a great destruction woula come to
Pryor in a tew nours, Thst was in 1942, Tne preacner tnen dréve on out of town
wnere he run out of gas. Along about dark that same afternoon a cycione struck
Pryor leaving many dead and injured. At tnat time Jenks was down toward
Tahlequah and ne Baw tne cyclone which he described as a green ana red bail
within the black cloud and tunnel.

Some of tne nistory ot tne town of Adair nas not always been one ot Cnristian
tellowsnip. Mrs. Ross reiates a time iong ago when colored people could come
into Adair to trade, but they were not to nang around. Atter one man nad

bougnt n1s necessities and was walking up the street, a wnite man was following
mm, kicking him. A wnite woman who ran a littie store tnere was watching the
scene, At last the colored man turned around and hit the aggrivator in the face
with nis 1ist ana broke his neck. Immediately the colored man was about to be
mobbed, but the wh storekeeper interceded and took the man into the store

and called for tne ‘Lawmen. She expilained wnat happened and tne case was cLosed.

In 190L when Jenks was living over on Hock Creek east of Adair he used to work
in tne hay r1eids down around Cphouteau. Because of the reeling against the’
colored people there, he would walk to Adair and get q/n tne early morning train
around © o'clock. Coming home he would wait tor tne iate train that came north
trom Chouteau so he could get olr atter dark at Adai,t. He woula always get oft
the train on the dark side away {om the depot. Thén he would run nearly all
tne way back to nis nome on Rock

would noller at hin, *This aint Kansas, get ‘out or town!".

' He tells tnat he was just’a big ole boy' when tney had s hanging at Taniequsah,
Peopi¢ came from miles around 'just like they was coming te a baptizing'. There
was hardly standing room. People were even up in tne trees to get a good Look,
like buzzards come to roost. He tells that tne first of the .two Indians to be
hung was a nice looking, well dressed young man, who walked up on the ga.lows
unaided and gave a lLittlie talk -in Cnerokee, An intrepreter toid tne gathering
that the man said ne was innocent, and the reason ne was there was because of
bad company. The second man was named Bearpew, but he had nothing to sgy. The
black hood was puced and tnhe trap sprung, supposed.ty settling an account for
murdsr, .

Jemcs tells that his tatner, Sgick Ross, lived all of his lite around Tahleqnan
mna when ne died he was buried there, ’

reek. He remembers when white people in Adair

~



