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Infomnt; Jenks Ross, Mm—o'm, son of a Cherokee Fmedman,
- Nowatu, Nowata County, Oklanoma
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Subject? -Lire and experiences 1n tne oia Cnerokse Nation. y Lo

In tne ear.Ly dm of tne Cnerokee Nation around Taniequan, a most
colortul Iigure was Stick Ross. Stick Ross was once a negro slave of
Chier Jonn Ross, and as Was tne custom, took nis own ramily name trom
nis one-time master, It nas often been said by old timers that tnere
wag a time when tnere werefBolor barriers in tne Cherokse Nation. Stick
Boss had a nome gust west of the oid Cherokee Male Seminary a mile or so,
up on a mountain, and since a very early day the place has been.known as
Stick Ross Mountain.: Stick Ross was a cotorful figure in tne Indian
Territory days arounn Tanleqush, well known and respected, ana at one time
ran for a political office in tne Cneroxee Nation.
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: 0f the several cnildren of Stick Ross, there is only one now living.
He is Jenks Ross, now in tne autumn ot his lite, and a very friendly and .
pleasant person. Jenxs was born on Stick Ross Mountain and grew up with
full blood Cnerokee cnildren, He spoke tne Cnerokee language betore he
spoke English, He has seen much ot the ‘Cherokee Nation and the many changes
tnat have come to that area that became a part ot Oklahoma. Among his many
experiences much has been enjoyable, yet there have been some unhappy times.
Some tnings relating to Indian ;‘%rntory nistory are related by him,

Nowata County in a Negro settiement, Here ne met and married Alice Reed.
Alice is now YU years old, still
to this interwvaew,

In his later years Jenks caﬁeEto 11ve .in the Big Creek area ot Nortnern

n good nealth, She al® adds many tn:u}gs

Some time around tne turn of the centwyy Jenks was gent to tne Cnerokee
Colored Seminary wnich was located about seven milés northeast of Tanlequah
on Doubie Springs Creek, He tells that tne Semimry was a big tnree-&tory
brick building witn beautizuliy weil-kept grounds. Sometimes tnere would
be as many as seventy-11ve cnildren attending school here. He recalls that"
it was glways a big event on tne beginning ol a new sepool year when parents
would bring their cpitdren to stay at tne scnool. Trgv¥el tnen was by wagon
or buggy and there would be many ol-tnese venicles parked around tne school
tor two or three days. He tells that some of tne teacners there were Bud
Brown, Mrs, Lucy Lowrey, ana Mervin Jonnson. He nas always been graterul
l1or tne.opportunity or attemaing tnis scnool as it was tne only education he
got. Tne course of study tnere wasg as prescribed by tne Cnerokeel::‘tg.on)

le1t

inciuaea of the elementary and essential studies, Wnen tge pa
arter bringy shildren to school, there was always many te shed as the = .
t

oxen- or horse-drawn wagons 'disappeared over tne nitis, as 1 d be months
betore tney would see tneir roiks again., Discipiine was always strict at tne
scnool, but-tne cnilaren enjoyed the school, He tells when someone got unrulliy,
they woirld be taken out ani tied to a tree until tney cooled off. ’

Mrs. Ross wag born in Arkansas near Ft. Smith, and came to tne Big Creek country
when she was 18 years old, She has geen many things come to this country. The
greatest change, she says, has been in the attitudes or peopie, Her first
nusbana died when tairly young and iert her witn nine cnildren to raise. She aid
raise them ail to be good people and the is proud of them. Seven or tnem

stirl liwvang,

-



