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. Intormant: . Adaitaide Eye, -(y-year-ola Cnerokee, -
+ Sageeyan Community, Rogers County, Okia, ‘ o
i N
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Subject: ‘\Sageeyan Communi ty - .
Between tne mornming snadow of Claremore Mound and éxe big bend of tne
Veré@rls River 1s Sageeyan Communlty. Zaccneus Sanders, a.prominent
Cherokee of tne early days of settiement of the Cherokee Nation, lived
1n tnis area. Tne Indians named tne commum. ty, orgarea, tor nim using
nis 1irst name, Tne nearest.rormstion o1 Zaccneus in tue Cherokee
Language came ‘sut as Sageeyah,’'and so’'it was.
A

For most of her life this area has been home to Adaiaide Eye,’ whd leas .
atone 1n ner modest anu\comlortable nome in the communmity. She nas seen
many of the cnanges tnat nave come ana gone to aifect tne way of lile
of ner nelgnbornood, as is tie story 1in nearyy ﬁll compumy ties. )/

\ .
Mrs. Eye lees to tell .about ner Ro County. Pne county was namea’ for.
Cirem Rogers, tue tatner ot Wirl fogers,” Eacn communxty seems to bc closely,
relz ted to the next, ana she tells how some came tneir names., Tiawan
1s Just a name witn no particular meaning, buk 1t was tne Cherokee name
tor Henry Chambers wno at one time was tne Assi t%\ _Prancipal Cnier oz
tne Cncrokees. Oowala tne neignbor commurity jus tre east came by its
name thru tne Lipe tamily wno operatea a tygding pd;%~there in tne eariy
days. - Mr. Lipe wanted a Cnerokee name for tne conmmnity\and some Indian
iriends came up witn "Qo-wa-la" wh ch means lignt, tne nearest they couta
come to "Lipe". Nearby aiso are’ tne communities of Bushyneaa arc Sequoyan
namea for those well known Cheroxaes,\\ tnougn tney never ilived in tn€

. area.

In an earyy day Sageeyan was a little vitlage with stores, blacksmitn shop,’
post oftice, railroad depot, scnools and churches. There was the Ualloy
General Store ana tne Summers Mercantite. Mr, Mayberry was the postmaster,
ana ¥r, Bidwell was ine railroaa station agent. Tne Missouri Pacilic
Railroaa operated two passenger trains dally eacn , and State Highway
No..80 came toru the littie village. l

BT £ ,
{ne 1irsv scwo.l?"in lcrmt.ozy days was  held in pert of tue vig stone
house of tue Hines famity. Later tne Cherokee ‘Nation builp a iittle
scuoolnouse tor tife community, Some $he early teacners there were,
Cora Brazeli, s Mr, and-Mrs. Denning, a and Eve;yn Green.

. In tne madie of Sageeyan village stands a large frame cnuren buzlaing,

-ho longer used, except tor hay storage. A name across the iront reaas
"Presbyterian Churcn Estabiishea 1887". Arter tne Preshyterian Ynarcn
cLosed, & Baptist church was built ne:rby which wag closed Later and the
burlding sold to tne Cnurcn of God faction.,” The new Sageeyah Bjptist
Cnurcn wag built on the newly relocated Hignway 33 soms mile. or so east.,
Tne Rev, Parris, wno 1s of Cnerokee ancestry, pastors tne one remaining -
caurch: in. tne ola village, Lo
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