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. Imprmant: , Adaiaide Eye, - yy-year-oid Cnerokee, ^

i_ Sage'eyan Community, Rogers County, Okla. '

" \ . ' •

Subject: \\Sageeyah Community ^
\ " \

Between tne morning snadow of Ciarem'ore Mound and tine big bend of tne
Verft&ns River is Sageeyan Community. .Zaccneus Sanders, a. prominent
Cherokee of tne earjy days of settlement of the Cherokee Nation, lived
in tnis area. Tne Indians named tne community, or \ r e a , lornim using
nis l i r s t name. Tne nearest lorm&tion 62 Zaccneus in txie Cnerokee
language came out as Sageeyah,* and so i t was.

For most of her l i l \ this area has been home to Adaiaide Eye,'whs lives .
alone in ner modest ana^comiortable nome_ in the communiiy. She a&s seen
many of tne cnanges tnat nave come and gone to, aifect tne way of m e
of ner neighborhood, as is the. story in nearly,ail communities. / '

Mrs. Eye likes to t e l l .about ner Rogers County. Tne county was named- for.
Ciem Rogers, txie latxier oi Will Rogers. \Eacxi community seems to be closely,
rented to the next, ana she te l ls now somXcame by tneir names. Tiawan
is just a name witn no particular meaning, outfit was tne Cherokee name
lor Henry Chambers, wno. at one time was tne Assi^tan\ Principal Cniei oi
tne Cncrokees. Oowala tne neignbor community jusVW tr.e east came ty i t s
name thru tne Lipe family wno operated a t i d i n g post^here in tne early
days.• Mr. Lipe wanted a Cnerokee name for tne conmunityxand some Indian
inends came up witn "Oo-wa-la" wh^cn means l ignt , tne nearest they couia
come to "Lipe". Nearby aiso are' tne, communities of Bushynead and Sequoyan
named for tnose well known Cherokees, .aitnougn txrey never lived in tne8

area. '

In an eariy day Sageeyan was a l i t t l e village witn stores, biacksmitn shop,'
post office, railroad depot, scnools and churches. There was the Malloy
General Store ana "tne SummeVs Mercantile.^ Mi*. Ma^berry was the postmaster,
and Mr. Bidwell was trie railroaa, station agent. -*ne Missouri Paciiic
Railroad operated two passenger trains daily eacn way, and State Highway
No.'.00"-came thru the l i t t l e village.

^ne u r s t sciK>olvin i'erritory days was" held in sc part of tne big stone
house of txie Hines family. Later tne Cherokee Nation built a l i t t l e
scxioolnouse for tife community. Some the early teacners there were,
Cora Brazen^ a Mr« and Mrs. Denning, and Evelyn Green,

In tne middle of Sageeyan village stands- a large iTa.'ne cnurcn building,
no longer used, except for hay storage. A name across the iront reads
"Presbyterian Cnurcn Established 1007". Arter tne Presbyterian Wiorcn
Closed, & Baptist church was built nearby which was closed la ter and the
building sold to tne Cnurcn of God faction. The new Sageey^h Baptist
Cnurcn was built on the newiy reiocatexl Highway 99 some mile,or so east,
Tne Rev, Harris, who us of Cnerokee ancestry, pastors tne one remaining
cnurcn- in tne .pia village. . —- '<


