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of the old generations did not ..ant to ta lk about the i r tragic l ives ,
having experienced the Hemoval from the .^ast. Hardly had they begun
to get se t t led in -the Indian Territory when the.Civil .<ar brought
dispair again. Two tragic events in twenty years were things they »
wished-to forget. Then in the lifetime of many, the advent of btafeehood
wiped out the'Cherokee Nation forever. As Ross says, the present
generation of young people do not know much about the i r peoples. Tney
do not know and they do not fcMnk. r'or many of ane younger Indians l i f e
is just existing with l i t t l e or no hope to look forward to. Llany feel
the oppression, the resentment of ,.hite$, c;nd the hopelessness, ui th
no land to calL their own as a people, a ,overnmont that nasturned i t s
back to the Indian, r.nd ohe plying of whitenan influence has destroyed
much -of the Indian. Many of the changes are accepted with n shrug of
the shoulder, and tn^ expression i n ' t h e i r eyes seem to say "ne hrve
nothing to ldose^, now.". une of :iossf grandmothers">/as Betsy Cnris t ie ,
who ivrs Lh years old when she came to Indian Territory on the Trail of
Tears, and the bitterness she lived with was not caused-from thr.t cold
winter, but of the treatment at the hand., of the white people, After
itoSw' cosher died ne stayed with ..is grandnotn-.-r-Christie for a -h i l e .
Ht- re-.embers that she would telk to the children r-t night by the fire
;'.'lace.' He remembered somethings, but does not t e l l . Also, Jack Bluebird
-.rcuid. c:oe there to v i s i t and t e l l s tor ies oi' or.' old davs.

s ; . / '
.-e sc/s \h:-l there were many Indians living in^/iic bnnke Creek an'.l SpYin,;
Greek. Country long ago, but the government helped 't,hfm s e l l their lend
and heritage for. a mess of pottage, enu now the Jndiana' ..ho" s t i l l l ive '

have voiy l i t t l e , and oUieiMiave moved av;ay to . t i y for som*;thing
better. ' "y

a little

AS a boy *'os: attended diil'^rer.t oc.ozlb m . is hone crea. f i r s t he
went to Smith Cna^el aaio >1, oi^:. to vic '^iy \;r.ore .«i..li? Proctor ;;rs
tne te . c ner , and to bragoer bciiool \;!icre il.> w.r drutb .taught. Iron Post
end Lit,tl- itock schools did not come unti l macn la ter0 nhile s t i l l a
ypur.g boy noss ::': & ̂ t:\t to Chilocco j-ndia:- wchool. '">e stayed oh' e c
i c , years but f inally t i red of the 'b^ t .e r than thou1 r t t i tude oi' the
white people and returned to ao,s :.".tive hor.e. loss st.idi^d at hor.c- i -id

-d t.:i? ministry. ±'o-\;y he is 'Votor ; •*. i>ht ^n--ke Gr^ek Church
Ae-?v r\:er in tvo lar.gu: ges to his Ir>di; n con reg* t


