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August 26, 1969 • • -

Index side A, recording tine li> mir.; intorviow tir.e one hour.

Informant: floss bowlin, ,60-yel.r-old full blood Cherokee,
Iron Post Co inanity, Meyos County, Oklr,h-,rir.

nt iiis home in the soathoa~t corner of l-Iayes County,
looks out across tne section line road into Cherokee County.
Hj_s nearest neighbof is over a mile a.,ay, bat this is whaie
he \,ants to l i f e , away from 'the crowds end to be in ohe woodland

•h i l l country, rtoss was born on Snake Creek in the Litt le Jiock
Indian Community, but hat; lived at different places in this area.

i'or doss much of tho country has changed in hiot ine. new roads ' ' /
and fences have been one of the big changes, v/nich can? with the
white man- who owns nearly a l l of the land now, AS we drive ,
around the h i l l country, t»oss points out different pieces wheT'..
he used to hunt, but. now i t is o i l ife.iced, although few people
live here. He finds i t nrrd to understcrjd that the whitoncn
dont l ive herV-, but co-neb ond fences up the lr.nd Mid rf-fases
oo l e t anyone hunt. T:iis is the story nost, Indian t e l l ~ the
loss of their hunting r i p i t , the i r ;.ay0 -<c pass a couple of
whiternen driving new pickup tracks with stock racks, but tht-re
Is no exchange of greeting.

As we enter Snake Creek Canyon, rtost points out ihe old rped
tnat used to^one from L'.arkham Prairie,,c.iid Grsnd iiiver goinp
to iiose and lowrey P r s i r i e s . v Up toward tho head of the canyon
•<.T.S a. place known long ago as Drrk Hollo-./, P. forbidding stretch
.-.ith high rock blai'fs on cit..--r rfide__, hor.vily ti-.ibensd and
harboring a l l kinds of creatures am: evils the ,-nind cr.red to
csvise. - • " /

Over on a s t retch of ..oailand ^oss t e l l s that i t ;;ic crnce the
finest hucklebcriy pxace in tne country, rut no one is allowed
in there now, and the "i.arning 1 Keep out i" signs on the new fence
bespeak the land owner's greedy wishes, speaking as one of thefrn.
rtoss says that the Ch^rokecs have ncv* r liked to see outsiders
co:ne into tneir country end destroy tne ..oodlands, but the
government has seen to i t thai there is nothing they can do about i t .
He says there is no longer any Cherokee Notion.

Some three miles or so northwt-st of h"it> hor.e we stop end ^ioss lesds
the way up '»he side of a nigh h i l l . Half v;ay up tne re is v l i t t l e
f la t piuce. Here long ago .vas a Cherokee burial ground. The re are
no narkcro, but (J.-ch grave is outlined v.ith stones. . Here rtoss t e l l s
arlp some of his people - Littledave, Chris t ie , Downing, and others.
As a l i t t l e boy, JJoss remembers the grcvey; rd," and down the h i l l
end across the road there v;,s" the log building of the Fl int Church.

hoss- t e l l s that in tr.e old days the older people did r.ot t e l l the
younger ones much e'?out th^ istor>r of their people. Perhaps many


