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August 26, 1969
- Index side A, recordine tise 15 mir; interview time sne hour,
\ ’ 2
Infornant: R5ss bowlin, 00-yeir--1d full blood Churokee,

Iron Post Co mnity, ligyes County, Cklohsria

at Lils home in the soatheact corner of lyyes Countly, slosc
looks sut across tue scction line rsad ints Cherokee County.
rigs necrest neighbesr® is over a mile away, bat this is where
he wants to life, away from the crowds aid tste in Jhe woodlond

-hill country. oss was born sn Snicke Creek in the Little itock

Indian Community, but las lived «tv dilf.rent places in this area.

rar foss much af lhie coeuntry has charged in hictime. Lew rasads = ™
and rerces huve been one of the big changes, wunich care with the -
white man who owvns nearly cll of the land now., As we drive .
ground the hill country, tass noints sut difivrent pleces where

he used to hunt, but now it is 211 te.ced, slthough few people

live here., He finds it nrrd to understand thet the whitenen

dont live herv, but comes und fences up the lond and reluses

o let anyone hunt, Tais is the story most Indian tell - the

loss of their nunting rignt, their szy. ¢ pass a couple of

whitemen driving new pickup tracks with stock racks, hbut there

is no exchange of greeting. )

. . . .
hs we ‘enter Snzke Creek vanyon, fos. points out the ald roed

thet used bto gcome Lrom larkham Przirie «nd Grand diver going

to> Rose and Lowrey Preiries. Up Sowerd the head of the tanyon

vas a.place known long ags as Drrk Hollsu, a farbidding stredch
aith high rock blaf'l's on-eit.or gide, hecvily tiuberced and
harboring 211 kinds of crectures and evils the rind cared to
devise, : I ' . '

Over on a stretch of wo3iland moss tells Lhat it wio wnce the
fimdst hucklebxrry piace ilnn tne countiry,. tub no one is alloved

in there now, and the "warrning! Keen out !" signs asn the new fence
bespeak the lund osvmer's greedy wishes. oSpeaklig as ane of tnegn)
358 says that the Cherskecs hove nover liked Uo see osatsiders

‘come ints tneir country znd destroy tne .oodlands, but the

governnent has seen to it thal there is nsthing they can do about i¢.
ile seys trhere is no longer any Cheroskee Nation,

Some three miles or s3 northwest 3£ Wis home we stop and iHoss leads
the vy up vhe side 22 a nigh hill, Half way up trere is & little
flat pluce. Here lony ago wes @ Cherskee burizl graund.ihere are

ns .rkerd, tut esch grave is outlined with stones,. Here foss tells
pr& sone of iis people - Littledave, Christie, Downing, and others,
As a little boy, Hoss remembers the grovey:rd, and down the hill

and ecross the raad there vss the log building of the Flint Church, °

noss tells that in ‘ne ald doys the older people did rot tell the
younger snes much shoubt the istory of their »neople. Perhaps many

»



