
ilary Balentine , . - 3 - ,

The Balentine children 1'irst started goin, to school at the .norcester \
Adademy. '.This v/as tnb ' f i rs t oî  the school to be started" >n this Indiart
N?tion town of Vinita, .enroling the f i r s t students in tho f i l l of lQ$2k
Appropriately i t was named for rtev. bamuel Worcester v/ho 'worked witii \
bequoyah in getting tho Cherokee alphabet into type for the beginning \
of printiiig in the Cherokee langUoge. iorcectcr came to the Cherokee \'
Nation-In l8'3St to work at Dwight Mission, li-fore that he had'spent ^
many years with the Cherokees in Georgia. Later in the '-nurokee iJation - \
he lived at Parkhill and; spent mo~t oft ,As l i fe tending to one spir i tual \
needs of the Ch rokees(. ' He died at, Parkhill in 1939. . ,, \

Shortly, the -nillie Halsell College ,*;,s built ana provided higher .
.education to many of the children limited to thu country gi\-':e schools.
Of the students there \rho becrae frmous .were'.«ill -bgers rnd John" 1.'.
Oskispn, both of Cherokeojjlood. uskison \.as a writer v,no wrote for •
newspapers and nnros'ines r :ic alao v.rrote* sov^rrl' books, includiilg
"Bro°thors Thn.-e" and "..ild Hf.rvost11 -Jhich dealt ./Ltn li-ie on Uie
prairies of 'Indian Territory days...

-^arly day country scnools of pre*-statehood days included Ti - . son Chaprei,
Sycamore, b i a t e Bed, itof-ers, Cai-seio'.vey, Eiue Jacke t , Phessant H i l l ,
and Tinb«r H i l l . Cane S t a t e h . : d r.nd the county wac or^ani^ed in to 60
school d i s t r i c t s , ^ f l e e t i n g the changes time nas.wrougnt, there are
leas than half a,dose.n pi the country schools r?nuinii\£ ii; uso now.

ilttcrby th1-'. tov.Vi of Vinita s h o r t l y - a f t e r statehood, riany new schools v^er.v
built". Among tiicm v:ere Fal l ing,'v Koily^ l^iuc Iiawl ,̂ Shanahan, Dupree, . i d s c ,
Lbtcj-la, .:id Sequoyah., 1-oSo 01' ui^ old-> r schools', coatinuod to operr Le.,
Booker ....s t..e scuooi for colored chij.d':'cn do..ii soUuiV.. 5 ^ L.iss
Balon'si.'ie V3 f i r s t job as'"a t e^ . l i r r ••.._>• a«"rhea^ai.t K i l l i^lj.910. Her
a«. ..t scr.oox i-' oil'.'.. jo<* ..LZ . I At.ll;.n> '..::icli ..; c t.lz ..;-\ d ':>r ch i ldren
frj. i Iixli.-Ji' iar.ilit-s« ' In ib^ L-, j i n . . l : \ .i::i'oeoai:rw:ip c o e r c e d !y *L. a r iy •.
a l l Ohcrokec-children, iveily school f<. rthc'r south-.,* s?t in ln-j ^.a.vneG *»
Hil l s "..':cs an ali-br..-whee school a t its.Hv^^in.iing. . i'

•Litole ic known of thf >olie urphance .•...ich \a;. ope.r-^d ;ndv\. lely^by •
a iifv. r nd Lr3. ,,'olfe. It vcr's locat-.-d clout live%ni.leL ,duo west of

a on a Ifiill. ^iss'^alcn-int1 rerF.mbt.-rs ^oin t ..it':, he:1 nolncr'th-re
- to vi"3-it^i"en 7. l i t t l e f i r l . -bhc-'cu-i-ci ibed i t .-is a, -larr^: t . /o-s to iy

bui lding ho as IF, g, up t o . 3^ pr l-,u . ch i ld ren . ,̂hs oC_lo i.,l >'tev; noife
1 \;;:c. ji, '..::itema|i, i r.{\ . i i : ..ifc was •Kr'U* --i~.!.~rL ke, c J r^rokee . b'he r-' c r l l s •

visioir:;- t : l n 'shortJ^ r a f t e r !i:r 1: th-.u ^Me ; in 1901, ::.ri t r i i s t n a t i t ;;• ?
a- beaut i fu l j l ace wit;i l a r r e sriade t r e e s , -,,eil iccor, :>.r-. '• i i l d i : . ' s . , :!d a
r.ice lrv.n. -*he vrccal ls a lso *>.":. t jit-0 oav .:• ,:f t-.(? -yace Ch i\: -,.a^ a l i - r . i e
ce' .vteiy of so: 10 25 r>r 3\g:-c.ves^ _ b t i l l e-arly.ir. trf- l?OOs thp or ohm; e
clorod i:->;n arKi L:. ..olfe couple '-.jve-d rv.acr, fflEbocxydcxpaoaiKHJ^^
tKKK. 1.0thin,; re"ici:.s t o - 'cy of Lhii^ place ..: ' cL r?.:i.z h ve cont r i ru tod
nucii rood i i . ' i t s t ime. Lven '-ne I i ^lv ce.-..-U-r,'> i? c^- . / le te ly removed,
cr.ttler.en having gotopn hold of I hi land .d removed" ever-^hing th .t
mirht star.d in • the ./ay of t k e i r greed. , A v i s i t to ,tr.c- s i t e conf imoa t h i s .
I t i s boliovbd t:i; t .-iev. -voife l ied s/.ortly, of t^ r tho clos'11.,; oi riis r fupe
for ornhrns, -nri I Irs . .oli'r- l ived in Vini ta '..ith V r .iea»ple, ^h? Tv->erlV-kes.


