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~ Informent: hary Balfentine, 83-"0ﬁ" old vhvxokee, . - )

¢ Vinite, Oklshora , - g :

A : X —_— . .
Subjects  iliss Bailentine'is a life-long resident of-Cruiy County. ©She
T has bgen a schaol le.cher, znd spent meny ye re working with' - -
the erlg County covernment, ohe is the daughter of Hauston '
. B, oalentlne, ‘an early setiler and later a merchant in vVinita,.
. HeT grondiather is the Hew, Hamilton bslentine. rev., Balentine
'is begt remembered as uzving served as Sugerinivendent et the
Cherokee lrenwle aemlzgf&, but to many osthers his,missioniry ° I“
work among the Indians wes  ore importent, A ew mile s porth
of Vinita, the Phcasant lillChurch'was established in a log -
building in 1869 &nd fev, Xalentine vwoe the first minister to
preach there, Here was a man who done much- t5 help the Indians
" progrese to somethine better; a’white nurble ﬁgrken in the’ '
wpster Cemctery 'in Ch rokee County reads "Rev, Hamilton Balentine
;' wissionsry 28 ye:rs amonr.the Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws and
Cherokecs. born in lennsl yvanla 1817, Died nexr lahlequah »
A | Feby, 21, L876." - - ' ‘ \ oot
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The Phessant Hile Yhurch also had 4 Yl‘él on schadl. for the
. Cheookee children of iiose froutier days. It wes here in the . -
— "186Us that hev, ard Hoyt and ev. hill&um Charberlain had spent -
. some time, altxoﬂkV thelr .ork wig throigchout the olé Cherokee, —
S ' letion. ‘whe rsteblish vt of whe lission wes thru-the. eftorts
of williem vhenberlainls son, anory ueibow Cisarmberlein and his
" wife, Lanite Hoyt, with weve Lumilton & 19ntLre aud .nis «ife,.
- . Anna Heyt. lrs, CﬂQMbcrlaln sne LrsaBulentine-were grand- '
dzughters of sev. nrd Hoyt. * In the area rat thot tiswe there - .
-were not ~any ;;milie§ snd oll o4 them were pert sr full-bljod
: Chc“okeés. Thet wee in e LEO0s, .ad the {own of Vinita (or
UownlnngLle, ds. it wee oaripinclly known) did 1ot exist.
weifher’ was tnerc & rallroad «i that m%po, civd their necrest
tradife .conter wes in Kausds, wissoariy or «t rt. uibson, The ™
- . -early dcy Pheasalr Hill-vharch many yeere liter bécame -Lhe y
' rirst Prestyturion ohurch in: Vinita end this yewr the church °
- . wiil.observe their LOOth anniveriary. . o e e ]
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o Viss lentlne braugnu 2uv a €9 of o chotostated manuscript | SO
A“hlstorlcul Sketches of the Che “rokees", This ‘nistericat 70-Dgge ..
i y docureht airs written by hir grest prendmbther, Lucy Lowrey - T
o ~ (iloyt) heys under hier Ch rokee n na~e, ssh-ne-nau~hi, <nd che
' was a full- blood. The osripinal of this manuscript is in ihe
. " . Smithsonian Ire titute, wibered BAE 1S 21$1. Just sne of the - i
- 'many interesting pcesc es” §n hér writings is reference o a !
. © . time if .eorgla wherr oequavah was ‘a2t her wcrents home "ettlng
) ready to return to Arkensas Terrifory, ‘and which .cs tne last
tine he.%os ever sceen by ..is neoule in -e3rgia. , .



