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Iiary EJaJLientine, 63-yesr-old Cherokee^
Oklahoma

\

Informant:
• t

Subject: Hiss Baiientine is a l ife-long resident of-Cruif: County. She ,
has been a school teacher, and spent many y« re working with'
i»he Craig County government, ^he is the daughter of Houston

v • B. Balentine, "an early set Lie-r and l a t e r a merchant in Vinita, .
Her grandfather is the-, iiev. Hamilton Balentine. dev, Balentine
' is best remembered as n'aving served as Su^rinLendent at the
Cherokee female *jemii±ary, but to many others his ^-missionc ry
work among the Indians was ore important. :A :'ew miles north
of Vinita, ohe Pheasant HillChurch'was established in a log . '
building in' 1869 and itev, Palentine \;cc the f i r s t minister to
piV.ach there. Here was a nan who done much- to help the Indians
progress to 'something bet ter : A'white marble rftcrkep ip. the'
<<pster Cemetery'in Ch rjkee County reads "Rev, Hamilton Balentine
Mission?1 ry 28 years among-"the Creeks, Choc taws*, Chickasaws and
Cherokees. L>ora in i'ennslyvania 1817. Died near Tnhlequah
Feby.. 21, 1876." ' \K ' ,

The ?hoasahu Hili Church also'had a I.!issioR school-for the
- Cherokee children of ti.ose froutier dcy-s. I t wr.s here in t'he

#lM6us that iiev. Ard Hoyt. and :lcv. ».illiam Chanterlain had spent
some tir^e, althp/fh^ their ,.qrk V.JTS throagliout the old Cherokee,
lic.tion. The '"strblith "-r.t of, UA; Mission was thru-ihe-. elTorts
• of ni l l ier . Chi.nK-rlain'.s son, 'Anory Keison Cliar.bericin and >his

" wife, Eunice Hoyt} with nev. M:.miiton Brlentine end .his' .«ife,.
Anna Hoyt. Mrs. Chamberlain an.. :.>sKBaler.tine-v,ere grand-
daughters of itev. Jirc: Hoyt. * In the area'at', that ti 'ie there

• were- not many Xi.nilies ;rid oil- of them wore part o*r full-bigod
"" Cherokees.. That w;,:; 'in Lkc 1860s, ..id thh- tov.-n of Vinita (or

le , at. i t w;r- originally knov/n) did not ex is t ,
was tnere a railroad at that xLme, civi thei r nearest

. g.center vies in AC.JIS^S, ..Missouri,- or at r.t. oibson. The
"earl/dcy'Phe.asanL Hill-Church many yt are l e t e r became-the
i ' irat Presby-ti^riau church in'Vinita and "this year .the church '•
v;iil.observe tin-ir lUOth anniversary.

lliJs 5s.lffintine brougnt OUL a co/y of a_ photostated manuscript
^Historical, Sketches of the -Ch/rokees1.1. This ' Historical 70-pape
dpcu.me ît 'ru< s written "by ,h:-r grev.t grandm'other, Lucy Lowrey' • -
(Hoyt) Keys, under her Ch. rokee nr.-.e, ,i"oh-ne-nau-hi, and che
rvas a full-blood. The original of th i s manuscript is in the
Smithsonian I'.'s t i t u t e , numbered" BAE }£> 2191. Just' jne of the
•many interest ing pessc. es '^n her writings is reference to a
ti-ne ift --eorgia.wher/ Sequoyah was at her psrents hjme ret t ing
ready to return to Arkansas Territory, 'and'v/hich_ .ir.s the l a s t
time hcAvris ever seen by i.is people in -corr ia . ? ' .


