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fthen i t .existed, the UqNair horrc was a large twp-story house, well kept
and a beautiful*place surrounded by a grove of pecan t rees . In l a t e r
.years the family died out or moved away and the, house burned. The, place
became abandoned and to-day timber and brush cover»most of the area.
No road; leads into the old place anymore, and tiy walking over half a mile
thru thb woods one night find the old McNair family cemetery of some

graves, long ago abandoned to , tine and the elements. Lindsey was
to the McNairs and Bushyheads- as his la ther ' s f i r s t v.ife was from
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Lindsey's wife, Sally, was related to ine Drake family on her mother's Li
The 'Drakes v.rere Cherokees who nr.d a large farm south of where Highway 33
is now and their place joined the" laver west ,'of them. Old man Drake also
taughtj bchooi, and Lindsey attended the l i t t l e log scnooinouse when re was
a small boy<> ' (

h close friend of Lindsey is b^inner iienry who lives up on the fletlands
east of Locust Grove. Swimmer's father was/-'a veteran- of the Civil .»ar -
and the only name he had was "Swimmer". Tnfese full-blood Cherokees lived
on what was once called Saugee Pra i r ie whejre many Indians farmed and

caot le . Adjoining Saugee Prairie on the east "was fiowe (now called
ii th h i t i ld S l i d i t i t C t l tPra i r ie where the h is tor ic old Saline d i s t r i c t Courthouse was located.

where
town o
Lryan'
panthi;
in th:

raisec
Hose)
Back in the Indian Territory days a Cherokee by na.ne of Saugee Sanders ran
a l i t t l e store on this pra i r ie and i t is believed the area was named for him.
This eld store was located about where the present L i t t l e Lock Indian Church
is now. Lindsey remembers> Saugee* Senders1 as a big fat man and. in l a t e r years
he worked in Joel Bryan's store which wad located about two miles north of

locust Grove is now. That was in jbhe time before the existence of the
f Locust Grove. "Lindsey t e l l s that when Saugee was walking home from

store one nignt s one one waylaid /him and ro'bed nim. ..ild animals,
re. and "other creatures were not tifie only things that roamed the woods
se early days.

L i t t l e known in the history of th is paK os Ifayes County Was the f i r s t p'ost
office I in the area which ..as called Llairk, Indian Terri tory, which ./as 'then
located a short' 'distance north of what/ is known today 'as Sam's-Corner. The
post ofji'ice V/CL sap.-osed to have boen/nimecl l\hrkhan, but Lne efficient
government did not want long n:.~:es. V»-t one time much of thisarea ./as prai r ie
country! anC was knov.Ti as l.I:rkhr.n Prri ' r ie, the nr.ne ttken from Lhe prominent
Cherokee fanily. io1"' most oi th is aifea is grov;n uo in '.\oods cr.l brush. After
a while !l!ark ~>Ootof:'ice ;:at moved three miles east wht ro. z. l i t t l o to..n i;y the
ssr.e narrie once existed. Lindsey t e l l s that there ..ere threjs stores there,
along wijih a blacksmith shop, t..e po|st office, a cotton gin, arri cLher places
of business. In that dry also, cboit a half ni le northwest w?s. ohe Hogan
Ins t i tu te v.hr.re Lindsey attended scnool for a while.

Sometine aurirrg the early part, of
when i t i1,is learned that a ra i l ro ;

jut* 1900s the town of Lark begin to decline
1 was to come thru. I t was then1 that Locust^ s

Grove s tar ted , as did t'he l i t t l e vi l lage of Murphy. In the original i.'arphy \
* coit^unity Ws lied Adair v/ho heik much land and had extensive fanning operaticnr,.
- I t is believed that I.'ed Adair s tar ted the fi§^T school there and also e

the Adair Cemetery, The old Adcir Cemetery was moved two miles east when thr
government pui l t r t \ Gibson Lake./


