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SR PRYOR JEFFERSONIAN, November 15, 1956
\ ) By: J. W. Tyner, Field Worker
: Date: February 18, 1970 :

WRITER SAYS HISTORY OF INDIANS NOT CF BARBARIC SAVAGES

Indian day was celebrated in Okla.homa September 28 1956 and John Amstrong
of Pryor is in receipt of an article appearing in the Miami Daily News
Record in commemoration of the event. The article was written by Gw
Jennison, chief of ‘the Otta.wa.s, and a recog.nized historian.

Jennison says in‘ the artlcle "It is a matter of deep régret to our people
that most material published about Indians, is either sentimentally un-
realistic or harshly untrue."

The historian. also decla.res that "Indians were and aré meither ignorant
nor blood-thirsty savages, nor misunderstood heroes, as most white writers
depict th Indians hre human beings like all theé people of the earth.
They live ,interesting normal lives in accordsnce with customs and beliefs
which ar »g,enera.lly modified by several hundred years of contact and inte-

" gration th ‘white-people.*

Continuing, Jennison writes; "We were called uncivilized barbaria.ns but”
what is civilization?" It is distinguished by 'a noble religion and phi-
losophy, original arts, stirrmg music, rich stories and ,legends We
had all of these. ,

We ma.de bla.nkets s baskets, pottefy, beads and colored quills; We tanned
skins and chipped arrowheads into beautiful precision. We had other
handicrafts that were useful, sturdy and beautiful and were not meéfe dec-
orative motifs. They were the outward expression of gur very thoughts.
Some of them the white man, with all hi.-. ingenuity and intricate machinery

. has not been able te duplicate&

Th‘é I.ndians se.ng -songs that carried in their metodies all the sounds‘of
nature, the rumng of waters, the sighing wimds, the call of birds and
animals. Teach our songs to your children that they may come to love
nature as we love it. . -

’

We had our statesmen and their oratory has never been equalled. Teach
your children some of those grest speeches: Tecumseh's reply to General
Ha.rrison, Pontiac's speech to the NortHswest Con.federa.cy in the uprising

“of 1763, i ) ;
We had out lighter moments too. We played games that helped to build

good health and sound bodies. Many were the forerunners of the games

* played by the whites todev .

»

Why not tea.ch school child.ren the wholesome proverbs and legends of our

people. Tell them that we loved all that was beautiful; that we killed

game only for food,.not for sport. The Indian did not wa.ste. When he

had eaten a béiver he did 'not throw the bones to the dogs, least other

bea.*;ers should be insulted. Before he §et out to. kill the bugfalo he -
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