C e e ) T S S , . C .
N R LI o , . [1-505
. . . , . .
‘ ’ DY . . - . . / ,

. e .
<

‘the moment it vas-knoyn that they had ahbpted a conetitntion;to eet up*
«iheir little government,12verything broke loose againstﬁthem. You know

. the rest of the story. fou'know the terr‘ble price'the Cherokee ‘people

paid because the government, the government they depended upon forsook
t\

them, What was that price? I think in reckoning in the feelings of the._
human heart being compelled to leave the graves of their ancestors was

probably, probably the most destressing\\hing for so many of the’ mothers
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and the fathers. Sons of mothers' dead leave them there to be tram-

pled upon, to be robbed, some of those graves were pilfered even before

the families were moved off of the farms As you students ‘of Cherokee

history know, the people who were affected, our people, were gentle,
they were religioug. They were fine outstanding people,‘totally uplike

the description in the '70's which you Bee on television today.of some‘

of our brothers in the West, less~fortunate than our own people. There
_we were, a wealthy people. Stripped as we were of 80 much of our land,
’ _Thad been\stripped of some. sixty-eight millions of acres of‘our land for .

) portly nothing. Bnt what we have left was woréh something. We gave it up.
ﬁe _came here aid here we lived from 1839 until now. But unmolested by‘
government not bothered by government except in thé Civil War. And that's :
the story within its self. Certainly no pressdre upon our people except
{n the Civil War. “We“dere in a‘mord, we were left aloneqand we thrived .
from 1846. We prosp-ered from 1846 unt;il the dutbreak of the War, the’
Civil War._ And you know the reason we divided 3/5 went Rpss“and the
North, and 2/5 went,mith Stand Watie in the South.: This ‘Capitol was
burned in,1863.' Ross's home was_ burned. Every home,in this countrp from
Fort Smith to Kansas was burned to the‘ground every fence rail, every barn,
every haystack, 300 thousand head of our cattle were driven off .to war.

We' we lost twenty-two hundred nen in the Unfon A:my, buried in the National
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