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Not the least ~f the gatherlng places in the dcys of Indian Terrluony vas
the whitmire Schoolhouse., Adthough its old schcol bell, rang regulara1j
tor the Indian children to come for their learning, there wape times whe
for reasons not disclosed it was used as a court of laws On a brlghter
side many picnics, olidrcal meetings, and celebrations were held ‘at
Whitmire School. t was not unusual that at some of the patherings
feelings vere vented and fights would brezk out, Mr. Rector tells thet
fou‘ men were killed at tﬁls place ong time.~.

When Kr. Rector built his newer house in 1935 he bought his mterial fron
Luke Alberty. Luke was telling him thdt his tfather was a legal counsel

at a trial being held in the Goingsneke District Courtnouse one time., The
Trial was no%t progressing to suit the oprosing factions and a shooting ;
took place right there and tour men died as a result, including Luke's
father ghd the Judge. These' incidents tell also of Lhe kind of strong-
willed and fearless men who lived in onother day. It is also therse same
kind oi men who helped tame and build whot wre the modern vrogressive
communities of to-day in the Indian Nations.. These incidents tell also
that decisions cnd justice was swift, not like the long drawm-out criminale
“trials of to-day where -the taxpoyer focts the -Bill and = a few legal men
cet wealthy, and the guilty sometinmes goes frewy As lir. Rector oqjs,
times have changed a lot from the old days. -

..t fector tells that ne got cll of his schooling st the dld .hitnire
school ard &b the Sanders School ‘in' his d1°trlct It would seem that
most children considered finisning the eighth grade in the early dgs
was sufficient &earning, and few ever went on to higher grades, In
that day most students were eonsidered grovm vhen they tinished -the
eighth grade &n country schools, atd many were old enough to get
ﬂarrled and begin settilng places of their ovm,
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lir. Rector tells that tne wnit-ire Bemetery is one of ‘the oldest in
his area. Eeck on the “1dge soutn of hisplace is .the olde Youngwolf
burial ground, the Sgnders graveyard a "and, the Stokes cemetery, There -
was another old cemet e:y up the -llollow from his nlace he reculls, cnd
nod too many Jecrs ago a white man hought the olece and. retoved the
some 50 or 60 mirkers and momuments add ploved up.the: nlace, 1is one
nas ever heard of zn Indiarn desecrating a burial pluace, and for acts
of this nature it is not hard to see why the serarationist lane between
the reces sometimes becomes so derk, llector safs th t'ds §owethH$fbe
would have never done if he neve: got to fhrm cnother’ gere in His life,
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. Like mcqy ol the peopLe of le otder va.pration i tnese hills, Mr,
fecior tells that when the railread HCS tsken out of the valley it .
vre¢tLy added to the change in uneir economy and way of living., while
it exidted tnhe trains provided itne only transovortation for many to other
places, as yet the zutomobile was o luxury_ the lPdlaDS did not nave.
mamy ol the older people still recall hearing the nleas’ng whistle of the
Frisco trains travel ing down Barren rork Vul ey, . >
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