
July 21, 1969 . . •

Index side B, recording tine lU mln.j interview tine, tno-nours.

Informant: Phi l l ip Rider, toyears^old, sen o f a Cherokee
' , Freednan, LongtfjLew Community, ilryes County, Okln.

. P ' ^ ':. • . •-.
Subject: In; a minority / roup. to-day is that firirt gener. tton oi' Indian

Freedinen. Phi l l ip fiider is one -of these. He was bom on . •.
what i s known as Longview Prair ie snd has spent a l l of his
l i f e in th i s area. He is the sor> of Sam rtider .and Bertna
Vann fiider, both of whom were a t one tine Negro slaves of
the i r Cherokee owners. Botn of bis parents were bom .in th«
Brushy Creek area of Grand River Valley and sper.t a l l of
the i r l ives in southern Lisyes County. Only a very few of
the Freedmen decendents remain

In the days* before Ft, Gibson Lake -.v£s formed, tie great
length of Grand Hiver v<:.s a rich and ifroductive faming "r
where many lndian' and rrecdmen fanilies lived in peace and
harmony. Old communities such as Yonkers, Drake l>nd, Irushy,
Booth Bottom, Fishery r.nd Martha I'rovm are only rfinories now
as these places Tor the most part heve b^en unincir.tod by the
lake craters. In the days of yest .ryeor people f;.rnKd -.nd
sufficed well alone *1ne r iver . 'Jot the ler.st of their permi t
Wc'iS hunting and fishing which wasexcciler*l. At one tv-.e Grand
Hiver could be forded in several places, end at one.sich ford
near the r iver was a natural s a l t spring. This saline spring
produced sa l t in such quanti t ies thr-t ..agon loads of i t jperr
hculed to the narke^. I t was in this r.rea al^o th- t a century
nnd a half ago thr t Hope,»-ell Mission and Union IHsnion wjre
operated for Indian children.

Phi l l ip attended sciiool a t K.-rtha rrown* rnd at, lir-osb '̂ Schools.
He terminated his sc.oolinp early o. ..ork on J.S rivor • otto-n #
iixn& as wel] a£ on i;is ov;n fam. Th-.r^ he c-,-.e to ki<c>. niary
of tiie Indians tiiat lived in the area. 'i>o~.e of t,i:ese f an i l i j s
Y.ere the Senoyah, Sul la teski , Hoach, Fisher^ Cha..alukeo, Ljownlng.,
Vann, Tadpole, rtalkinr^tic^, and Anderson, i'o-day no r̂ oi-e than
three Indian fani l ies rernain in the area. At the mouth of Flat
Rock Creek a large settlement of Indians lived at o,ne t ine ,
favored because of the good hunting -• nd fishing. For sone reason
the settlement was abandoned and the Indians scattered ip r.nd down
the r iver and east beyond the r iver to the high i l a t l ands .

Phi l l ip recal ls when he-was a boy his father bought supplies in
large quanti t ies enough to las t a long tine as trave^ to a trrde
center was, a major task. He renumbers seeing flour bought in
100 pound bags which cost $1.05. The same size bags of cormieal.
Green coffee cane in ten-pound bags and was roasted and ground at
home. They geldon bought sugar since they would l e t t: .eir sorghum
cjrysta-lize and harden 6 £ 2 use i t for'sweetening. Store bought f
-clothes and shoes were not a commodity th«|T bought often. He recal l*


