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.Infornant: - Phillip Rider, &0 ye$ old, sen.of a Ch-rokee —
Lo Freedman, Longfiew Community, Mryes County, Okla,  ~

¥ B
- Subjects Ipa mmomty A:Ep to-day is that firet pener. tivn of Indian
Freedmen. Phillip Rider is %ne of these. He was barn sn -.
what is known as Longview Prairie and has spent all of his’
. life in this area. He is the son of Sam aider and Bertna
Vann Rider, both of wiom were at one time Negro slaves of
. their Cherokee owners, Botn of i:is parents were born in the
" Brushy Creek area of Grand River Valley :nd speut all of
their lives in southern Mayes County. Only a very few of
the Freedmen decende'xts remain ndw.

. In tne days,  betore Ft, Gibson Lake was tormed, tre great
length of Gpand River wis g rich und froductive far—ing crea
where many dmn and rreedmen families lived in peace md
harmony.. Old communities such cs Yorzkers, Drake Iend, Irushy,
Booth Bottom, Iisher, ind Martha Irowvm are only renories now
- as theése places for the nmost part hcve been unindeted by the
lake waters. In the deys of yest ryear peonle frrmed -nd
sufriced well along the river, ot the lezst of their persuits
was hurtting and fishing wkich wasexcellent. At cne ti-me Grand
River could be forded in several pluces, cnd at one.sich fard
. near the river was a natural salt spring. This saline spring
produced salt in such quantities thzt .apon loads of it
. heuled to the markety. It was in this area also 4i-t a century
and & half ago thct Hopewell Kission and Union Yission wore
: operateld for Indian children.

Pnillip atve:ded sciiool at E-~rtha irowrl cnd av srushy tchosls.,
He terminited nis sc. :ulmr (brlj "9 4orK on Jit river catton )

4 ferms as well ac on iis owin fm In-r. he c-ne Lo Kuoy mary
of tle Indicus thet lived in the area, 'So=e of tiese famili-s
were the Senoyah, Sullateski, Reach, Fisher, Chua.aluker, Lowningy
Vann, Tadpole, aslkinsotick, and Anderson. {s-dzy no =o:e th

. three Indian families remain in the area. At the mopth of rlat
Rock Creek a large settlement of Indians lived at one time,
favored becauge of the good hunting :nd fishirg. For somé reason
the settlement was phandoned and the Indians scattered 1p and down
the river and east beyand the river to the high ﬂthxa'xds.

Phillip recalls whern he ;was & boy mé fathér boagit supplies in
large quantitié"s enough to last a long tirme as travel 1o & trede

. ‘center was & major task., He remenbers seeing flour bought in
100 pound bags which cost $1.05. The same size bags of cormmeal,
Green coffee came in ten-pound bags and was roasted and ground at
home. They seldon Boa&!sagar since they would let t:eir sorghum
cyystslize and harden use it for’sweetening. Store bought,

. .clothes and shoes were not a commodity they bought often, de recalls



