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Travel oip of trie Briartown country in the early days l e f t much to be
des i red / Much lof the traveling av.ay from home then v:as to Muskogee$
for co/iclucting business .with the Indian Agency, to trade and to obtain * f'
supplaes and0provisions. By wagon or by horseback i t was usually a
two/aay t r i p oneway, -'he Russell family maintained a.: inn at what is
naff Earner where \thc"travelers would stay overnight. «Vebber Falls w; s
another of the early day trading posts located on the Arkansas fiivero

recalls his father te l l ing^that he had traveled over the >.ebler'Falls
bottom when i t v/a& just a big swamp. Now this r iver bottom has been
cleared and some of the finest faming, land in tno country are in this
area. .

He te.lls that one "of h i i ancestors was George Lowrey, wno lived in the.
Cherokee' Nation of Georgia, carried a messar.e on, foot to Canada and
returned. I t was for this feat that he was commissioned a Major in
the^Army. Also his grandfath.r was a Captain in the South-rn Army,- as
was two of his great uncles. Another great uncle was a Colonel in th::
war of l0l2o Daring Major Geoi-ge Lowrey's time he was one of the
signers of many of the t r ea t i e s between tne Cherokees afld the government.
At one time he was offered the position of Chief of the ^hurokee Nation
but would not accept i t , .

* * v * * •
I.

In the early days a half treed by nafre of Porun: Lought out the interes ts
of Tom Starr which was then known as S ta r rv i l l a . Tom Starr owned about <•„
everything in the town including thp sawmill, gr i s t mil l , cotton gin,
drugstore, mercantile, and a hardware s tore . The mother of J r . Kcaiister-
of Muskogee tauughli school in those early days "when'it was s t i l l S ta r rv i l l a .
She was from the Austin family. " .

Long ago there ,vas a meningitis epidemic broke o u t in that r>i.tt of the
country. Old Dr. Severs could not t rea t the disease and many v;ere
dying. After that he saw a man working at th.. cotton vgin who had
pulled his sh i r t ofi and revealed a wide scar down the middle of his
buck, and £mett asked him how he got i t . ihe man told hir. that during
the epidemic his. folks had sent for Tucksie S tc r r ' s wife, Al l ie , -who had
considerable knowledge of the Indians y.ay of doctoring. Ailie looked at
the boy who had lapsed into a coma, ^ l i 0 sent the frthcr to get turpentine,
mutton tallow, afti flannel cloth. «ith the material for t r e^ t -cn t , i t was
applied to, the boy's back, and jtnen hot i^or.o were ap^li-^d. The method .of
ti-eat.nent took a l l the nide ofljhis back, but he did get (well. Dr. Stevens
heard of the treatnr-nt and he also used i t r.nd cur°d many of the s ick.

Lmett recai ls \inen he was a l i t t l e boy J?cirv lo school he t r i e j to Jump over!' \
a rat,tie snjake in th,c t r a i l , but tne pn&kc/fetched up .nfl 'nipped him. Ke
went home a'pd his le!g was s.,ellin,3 badly 1,/ His l"6iks sent for his aunt Gertie,
a ful l bloo^i Indian wno livt;d up on the n|ouhtain. She came and, tre-,tea him'

He .does 'not reneiubcr what-
but does .recall she was ,chanting an Ind
aunt also treated a neighbor lady, L'irs.

Indian
and the next morning he ivas abl4 to £<•> to school.
sh^ used toytreat the snake bite :
song duringphe treatment. Hia
Barnes wno was 'bi t ten by a cottdn-moxfch tr^occasln, and she to t well . Sbnny
^onagan had I horse• jjitten by a jdian^d-b^'ck rs title r , anp ^u t t Gertie also.
successfullyIWeated the Ihorse. [ Doneg^n promised her he v/buld give her
the pick of any--hosse* on-bis ranch i f kheloured the' animalj. As far as he
knows Aunt, Gelntie's ijiethtxi of. treatment dimd .wioh her. Ĥ ! recal ls that'
at Aunt Gertie\s logjhouse\ therv was many l i t t l e bundles of Indian medicin^ '
hanging arbunoi \the walls, knd sh\rVknew la1 use? for them a l l l .
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