;
Emett’ Lovrey

|
w
1

ety
-

. \ .

Travel oyk of tHe Briartown country in the early days Left much to be /
desired Much ‘of the traveling avay from home: then was to lfuskogee; L
fér coxitucting b551ness .with the Indian Agency, to trade and to tha;; Sy
suppldes and’ provisions, By wagon or by horseback it was usually a
two/day trip oneMay. The Russell family maintaired ai inn at what is
Warner where |thc "travelers would stey overnight. Webber Falls w: N
nother of the early day trading posts localed on the Arkansas River,
He recalls his tather telling that he had t1uveled over the weuler Falls
bottom when it was just a bl° swamp. Now this river bottom has been
cleared and some of the tinest Yarming land in tne country zre in this

area, . , v
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He tells that one *of his ancestors was ueorge Lowrey, wno lived in the.
Cherokee Nation of Georgia, carricd a messare on foot to Canada and
returned. It was for this feat that he wes comnissioned a liajor in
the sArmy. A&lso his grandtuath.r was 2 Captain in the South.rn amyy as
was two of his great uncles. Another great uncle was a Colonel in tho
war ol L812, During Major George Lowrey's time he was one of the
signers of many of' the trecties between tne Cherokees and the government.,
At one time hé was offered the position ol Chiet of the vhurokee Netion
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but would not zccept 1t. . o : t
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In the early days a hall treea by nate of Porum Lought out the interests |
of Tom Starr which was then known as Storrvilla, Tom Sterr owned about - .

everything in the towm 1nc1ud1ng the sawmill, grist mill, cotton gin, e

drugstore, mercentile, and a hardwoxe store, The mother of Jr, McAlister:

of Muskogee tawghl school in those early days "when’ 1b was still bturrvllla. [
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She was from the Austin family. ) ; . |
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Long ago there wsas a meningitis epidemic broke.out in that pirt of the

country, OLld Dr, Severs could not treat the disease and many were

dying. After that he saw a man working at tn. cotton ‘gin who had

pulled his shirt of: and reveuted a wide scar down the nmiddle of his

back, and Emett asked him how he got it, 'he man told him that during

the epidemic his folks had sent for Tucksie Stamrr's wite, Allie, who had 1
considerable kno"lcﬂ s 8f the Indians way of doctoring., Allie looked at

the boy who had 1£psed into o coma. She sent the frther to ret turuentlne, .

mutton tallow, and flanrel cloth. with the ngterial tor tre;tw~n , it wa ‘
apslied %o the Boy's back, and tnen hot igon. were applicd.  The mebhod of
treatyent took all the nide 911 nis buck, but he did get weLl Dr., stevens |
neard of the trezincnt and he aiuo ueod 1t and cured raqx of the sick.
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bmett‘recaﬂls wnen he was a lit Le boy(? in, 1o school he tried ‘o jump over -
a rattle snake in thc trail, but the snake fetched up .nd nipped him. He ﬁ
wend home qnd his lég was s.elling adiyl, njs toélks sent ror his aunt Gertﬂe,
. a full bloo? Indian who lived up on the mOunualn. She came ernd, tre-ted hirf
and the nexy morning he was able to CQ to school. ,He. does not remember what-
sh2 used to\ltrezt the snakebite, but does recall she was .¢ anting ap Indian
song during \the tre tment.  Hig aunt 2150 treated a neighbor lady, srs. é
barnes wno was ‘bitteh by a cotton-m noccasin, and she got weil. Sonny
Uonagan had § horce blt‘ n by tdAaman bppk rettler, anb uhh Gertie clso
successia‘ly trPuth‘uhCﬂEDTbe. Doneg L. ‘romlsed her he would give her ﬂ
the pick of horse on.his ranch if she \gared the animal, As far as heg‘
knows Aunt Geritie's methbd of treatment died with her. Hg recalls that
at Aunt Gertiels log. house\tbcr Was many luttle bundles of Indian med’CL‘ ’
hanging around \the wills, %nd she knew a' usq for them all} \

\ , \\ \1. ‘ “, ’ s ' !

1




