
June 23,

Index side A, recording time $2 Mn»j interview time lj? hours.' •

Informant:

Subject:

Emett Lo^rrey; 73-Jear-old Gnerokee,
Stigler,;OklahonaJ

ly a l l of his l i f e in his home conmunity
outhwestern edge of the old Cnsrokee

his Indian land allotment .at Eriartown
across the r iver to l ive in

LIr; JLowrey slpent.ne,.-.
of Braartowri at the.
Nation. " He s t i l l owijis
but nas recently moved

t '

i

Historic Briartown*community dates to time tiiae tne Chcrokees
came to Indian Tarriiory o/n the Trail of Tears, and possibly
beiore as thore were |some/ Indiarls hese who came at ea r l i e r
times. I t is in this country that tne S ta r rs , Harnetts,
Vfests, Lowreys, Campbells, £prnes and many others se t t led and
by tne i r labotrs built th i s progressive part of southern
Muskogee County. Some parts of the area long remained untamed
where tne Youhgers, Belle Starr and others lived in apparent
ssf-ety from the lawmefi. Beiore tne Civil rtar a prominent

here. Not the .least of *
the men of early days1 was William Q7. Russell who lived here

I / tea,1* «-

in his l a t e r years, and has been/recognised as the discpvjerer
of gold in Colorado in the ldljOs. In his tor ic Briarto |
Cemetery not a hundred feet ajtfart are the graves of Sprang Frog
and of 'William 0. iiussell.

Spr/ing Frog was; gifted as7 a na ta ra l i s t and was a full-blood
Cnsirokee. He l ived/oui/his l i f e / i n the Briartown community
arid died in 13!?9 at a/out 100 years of age, This Indian of

/many talents L^ysa a/humble Xtfe, but did lay aside his feelings
to i*ead a v/ar/partV' of Cnei^kees against the O^anes a t one time.

. Ke probably /best known irynin time as the guide and friend of,
John* James itudubori, the .French painter who gained immortality

- with his painting of birds end wildl i fe . Few, i f any, match
" the": odd^nape coffm^n.ke monument which covers Spring Frog's

' grave,/and which-onp4 made Kipiey's "lelieve i t oj /not" .

a

±6 also the/country of Younger Dend on th^Canadian
once wiad country outlaws retreated to enjoy the frui ts
prdt'essicn. •• Xet even in Younger>&nd not a l l wis

and quiet , for i t was here that tne/"^ueen of tne Outlaws",
S t d i l H t l recently was i tq ,

/ B e l l e Starr was snot and k i l led . Hot
known that she was ki l led by hsr son,/**}

/
I t i s in the Briartown country. thaX tne Starrs ca'me from tn«3ir

. hqmes iii the Cherokee co'Jintryo of/Georgia, drj.y,^n to the Inaian
Territory to s t a r t a new l i f e . / The Starrs did well and
-prospered in t.nye new land. The" old Starr Cemetery in . th is area
contamsthe graves, af feoe. many members of this family .who lived
and died here. Charles, Tom, and Catherine v.ere three of th is

•. family who came on the Trai l of Tears.


