
June 27, 196?

Index side B, recording t i re 25 minutes; interview tine one nour.

Informant: Jess i»iay<->s, 82-ytvr-old Cherokee
Proctor Community, Adair County, OKlshona

Subject: On tnis hot afternoon Jesi>. l-'ayes is siotin~ out und'. r a shade
tree at his home at the l i t t l e tov/n of Proctor. .Out .in a field

_ there is a power company crer.r working on a high-line. He had
been watching them, and then told 'th t he remembers /.'hen the
only lif-ht they had, at ni;_ht was a • lighted rag wick sticking
up out .of a vessel of animal grease. A bi;: event -./as ".vhen the
family got tne i r f i r s t can of coal o i l (kerosene) and a rea l
lamp, ^ne l i ; h t WdS so bri ht io was ju^t l ike being o~t in '
tne bri ht sunshine. Tnru tne yeors ne nas watched tne fast
pace of progress of. the machine age. ><ith the coning of
e lec t r i c i ty a whole nor ,;orld ?eo,r.-. d to open up.

y-

He remembers when as a i i t ; , ie boy they dia not nave matches.
If th° i r fire vrei.L- out zn^-j would go to a neighbors hcrnp and
Lnng home a luck-t of c o d s to get started o / a i n . Thore naye
been times tn t -:c m.s' watched hio i- tner s t r t a f i re vrith
gunpowder and f l int rocks.

by comparison, Proctor is not arr Oo.d community, .-. ..d he re^mb^rs
vme;. the 3c-.rrAn i'brk va.iey r u j set t led by Clierok^es - no vmioe.
nen at a l l . Tnen a l i t t l e store .vas put- in \:.d the setolerient
Z'fp"r» An 'old Indi-an by Pc-.me of i^ekiel' Proctor liv«d in tne
community ar.d v;as respected as a sa^e o£ nlz people, crd i t is
believed zv., z tp'- ; ILC^ .-& namc^ for nim. - ^ i : ol" I^oi^r.
v/us a ta l l t-. t^iy r.;r.n,. .-ere Ion,; braided-<tair oiid v;as gifted
in many wsys. ;.lr. Lltycc io prompt to ivmi:/J L".;_t :,- is ..- s ;.ot
in<~- same i>e!:e rroctor who livoct ct a ict-^r time and was ,.ell
knov/n for his ab i l i ty to operate on ioth sides of Uv- lav;, and
./ith v.norn it ' io said, the government made a "treaty"1 to quiet
r.is oftentimes bejUgnrant l i f e .

Proctor proba-.-ly be[;an to rro-./ as a tov/n a out 1901 when the
raiJroad crme thru, nt one time tnis part of tn^ Cn^rckee l.'ution
had big pine trees four c.rA more f^.t tnick. Tnis virf in Pine
ana hardv/ood forest waa too much for the v/nite men -nd they just
co'ilr1 n o t t l ' t i t be. In nach le^.s tl^m ;, decade a i l of th is
line timberiand forest ".vas c:.t a.-.d hauled r.vay. I>o ei for t or
plans were made to rose 'd-or r^-"bore and today only scrub oak
und brash cover t-nc h i l l s i i ' 3 ^ . Th^nkt) to menj f:r°od ^rr\ ignorance
renerc t ions" yet ro cemp will n:v-r spe a four-foot pine fi"\.ln£ in
i'roctor coun^r,i.

ror ..'hat : t VoS vo.-tn to tnn Indi,:nc, Proctor Ji , bocrme a'town.
t>a'vmills dotted the sc^ne around the whole area. Stean encines
puffed a-.vay from dawn un t i l dark. I'rei^ht t rains churned up -crd
dowr. th-rv valley hauling cut the fine quality lumber. John

.* LIcuLellen put in a big mercantile s tore , then other stores came
in. Shree blacksinitn shops were in operation at one time. Ho
remembers seeing some of ^he l i t Lie hollows t n : t nad only big
pine trees and hazelnut bushes. Now ^ven'the hazelnut bushes
are gone* . . • • »


