AN

AN

e

\ yd //7 - l/ 7b

\\
June 9’ 196y

Index side B, recording tine 25 min.; interview tine L3 hours,
. ‘ : : e

-
Ay

Intormants

1

Subject:

)

L]
- "

t

Mary Downing tourd, 81-yesr-old Cherokeé,
Moodys Community, Cherokee County, Oklahoma

Mary i5 the daughter of John Hicks and Jggﬁle Downing. She
was born in tne Cherokee lation and has- spent all of her
Lité here.
Her grandfather was Jonnson Downing, wno, with nis brothers
Tnompson and Dave Downing were among the early settiers of
Peggs Prairie -country. She mentions that Spoon Iloss, Joel
Bryant ana Henry Hoss were others of the early Cnerokee
pioneers in that area. Jcnnson Dovning came from North
Caroplina with the nany other Cnergkees in ‘that inramous
moVve known as the Trail of Tears. She has heard her
grandtather tell that he walked all the way to the Indian
Territory when ne and his tolks were driven trom the east.
Her aunts, Mollie Terrvapin and ilachel Comi.g Deer were
actively concerned witn the weltare and eauunulpn of their
people and were a great i1ntluence on Mrs, Gourd's early
lire, ., -

Mrs, Gourd came to this western adge of the Moodyls community

when she was married in 1910, At that tire Lthe immediate .

neighborhood was known zs the RattJ*nggourd Lomnunity, having
originally been settied by the femily of thel name. Later it

was incituded in a larger area now known &s Moody's District,

having been nezed for an early Indian setiler by name of

\Mu-di and lu-di Springs where he lived, (

She recalls when she went with her family to the Safine Distrigk
_Cowrthouse in 1593 to receive their Strip Payment. She recalls
going to Tanleyian when She covernment vaid again. She says
they \got «L33.19 . As a young girl ihen she was more impressed

t the\ large g-thering o people, the rost she had cver seen in
her i In those »zymnt days the old main road from the north

caene hardly & otone'!s throw rrom her home which went to Tanlequan.

Not tar soutneast of her home was the old Dowvming Convention
Grounds, bacn Avgust.the Cherokees came nere to spend several
days to hear speeche preaching, sirging and ernjoy Indian batl
GGMeSe Nnt he wst of activities was the eating, where Large
kettles of food were kept cooking all during the meeting, The
neectings were not without some disturbances when individuals
would cross hatchets and hunting knives and setlle arguments,
Nearly aiways somecone would want to liven up things and vould
bring a jug of mognshine. Kindled with a belly full of sour

- corn Jjuilce it was'no errfort to start a fight which usuailly

drew several parti ipants. .But when 1t was &ll over and on
tnelr way home, most conceeded thit a good time was had by alle
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