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* He tells of his young days when the Indian families would each have a
little ggrden of an acre or two and toKmich care and pride in preserving
food, Jild game was plentliul then., Hogs ran wild. in Hhe woods a d

. creek bottoms and were somewhat community Qgggerty. wagon it was e T

" about a halt day ride to Grand River where‘855%was excellent ‘tishing.

He says’ all this has changed, and ro move good days. The Indian cannot
go like he used to, Yhe Indian is fenced out everywhére, and he thinks
times will be worée, with too many peO“le coming .in to change countny.

He recalls the days long ago when they would have iour-day stomp ddnce
" about a mile southeast of his home on Snake’ Cyeek 2t old man Bendabout!'s
place.. Then at other times the Indians would gather oh Wickiift Creek
east of Salina tor stomp danues. MNow and then the Indians would gather
for a fiddle dance, comparable somewhat to the whiteman's square dances
He remembers thut there were many Indians who were musicians and could
pley-most any kind of stringed instrument. Hé says a good part of the
fiddle dances was the midn¥ght dinner.- Good times then he tells, and

*nobody bothered nobody. '

Swimmer remembers when there was rno town where Locust Grove is now.

Joel Bryant had a little store about two miles north of where the town

is now, and Charley karkham ran a little store three -miles west of

Locust Grove at what was known as the "Gep".  He recal ls that there’

was also a poatofflce at the Gap around 1897. nhnere the state nark

is now edst of Locust Grove this was at one time the home of one of v
the Markham families. Between the Park and town one of the Ross

 families had a farm and he recalls thgt they used to-have a corn field :

where the main street of Locust Grove is now.s dJust east of Swirmerls .
nome absut three quarters of a mile was the home of Poé Rowe, a promlnent
Cherokee in the early days of the Cherokee Nation, and for whom Rowe
{ndw Rose) Prgirie wes named. ~A lone elm tree stands in a pasture marking
the site of the Rowe home. A short distance away are the remains of the
Poe Rowe Cemetery, all but destroyed and erased Low by Livestock and
uhconcern @i someone, -
; .
ure Henry remembers the families of Swimmer, Rev. Jlr Sixkiller, ard Mose
Buzzard 311 prominent and successful farmers and stockmen in the early deyse
Swimmer (no first or other name). was an old man when he was a young boy,
> had a nice place on the southwest part of Rowe Prairie., A Civil #ar
monumggt marks his burial place in the little Swirmer Cemetery on this
Prairie, Atuend‘“g the spiritual needs of his people was, Reve Jim Sixkiller
who lived about a mile north of where Locuyt Grove 1s now. Rev, Sixkiller
is at rest in.the llttle raock wall.enclosed ceﬂeteny on his old nhome place. -
He remembers him &5.a good man, who done much for his paoplc. He says he
used to go to the’ Dlxklller home just to he.r the old man taik, and he
learned muchsfrom.him, UD in the Pawpaw Creek country where his motner came
trom, he remembeis William Blossom Boot and his wife Nellie, who were good
ard kindiy people. He used to visit them and enjoyed watching then make
baskets using buck bush limbs. These wore the strongest baskets he ever
saw and woula 1gst a lﬁng time. ‘ :
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