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Informant: ' Hube'rt Vann,, 7h years old, 'of Cherokee ancestry,
Martha Brown Community, llayes' County, Oklahoma

Subject: Hubert i s the son of Johnson Vann and Lizzie Ridge and was '
bqjm and raised,on Grand tfiver in the Martha Brown community
Hubert has spent a l l of his l i f e in this area, and s t i l l has

• -a part of his original Indian allotment lsn.d..

F.or most of his, l i fe he has been a farmer, and in .his younger
days spent much time cut tmc tvfc^er tor sawmills and hacking
t i e s . Many changes h&ve come to nis jjfert of the country.
Most noticable is the great de6rea se' in cult ivat ion farm lends •
and the disappearance oi" tne'once fine timber stands. Huc'n. of
the good farming lands of his area ar* now within thf Vovernnent '
owned Ft . oibson Lake area, sor.e of ".vhich ere unindated. He
comments on tne government programs rega dir^. the reservoirs. ,
The Ft . Gibson L)au was to serve, in or^er, l>r flood control ,
-.vater consPi*vation, and recreation. How i t would seem,, with
a i l the foreign peoples going in a continuous cloud of dust to
the lake shores past nis'house^ -it has •ftvinied jut that recreation
for people foreign to tnis community is the NQ. 1 purpose, and
the other factors being secondary. Tnis i ac t , along with others,
has megnt -the end of homes for nany Indians that u^wi to l ive '
on this Vest side of Grand River.

Of the many Indians wno used to l ive in the area along tne west
side of Grand iiiver from the mouth of -Chouteau Creek south to ,
to Flat Hock area included tne families of Tadpole, Watateesee,
Turt le , Tucker., babbit,- Anderson, Biackfox, Vann, Walkings t ick,
ahd Fisher, He says no more- than five or six Indian-families
remain in th i s ' a rea . .<

In his earJ^ l i f e he remembers th'- I Cnouleau/.vas th'.-ir trading
center and i t v/as a busy and prosperous l i t t le - town in those
days. Torn Snodgrass had a large *fiardWore and implement* st©re —
there. Al .Vandegrif operated tne grain elevator and hay barn
along the Katy rai lroad, nt" one. t ine th.ere were-two banks on^
main s t r e e t . «isdom and Lake eacn had Ĵ . rge general mercantile
s tores . Griffin also had a s tore , . In those early days bat ter ,
eggs, cream, a.;d poultry were brought in to t rade. At one tin*
Chouteau was one of tne largest .hay snipping points in the

country, and much grain and cotton was shipped out also. f' ,

In tr.e earlier" days oi his country theie were no bridges crossing
Gr^nd rtiver. ' There was a main ferry on the r iver about where the
present State Highway 33 bridge is now. Near tT.e ferry ?/as a for i
which was also used wr.̂ n the r iver was low. ,


