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Informant: . Zo - aﬂlurd Buncn, Bernlce, DeLgwrgre County
‘ Okiahama. ain B2-year old Cherokee.

Subject: Her gran#i trer, Arcn Ballard, who __ved from 113 to 1671, .
was one of the first .set¥lers to establish alrocng Grand River -

. in the early deys -of Indidn 1k-:zx:LtO‘Ly, and lived out his .o
' life in what is .now the Bernice comnunity. He lived cn the
5 west bld¢ of the river.aznd farmed exiensively and was a leuder

among, th§ early day Indians who came to settle here. Arch .
established the ‘early day B“llardgCemeteny ,But this’ sasred _ |
rlace stosd in’ the way of whitemah progress, someglmes looked
on by Indiens as modern pillage. "With the coming of the Grand
River Dam the Ballamd Cemetery was moed up on the hil) north
of Bernice, In reprisal, it could well be thzt the Ghost of
Archibald ballard cones to haunt the whiteman to-doy.
: In those early tizes the Batlards Lived in whet was known as
. Oidtield Bend. Tne 0Oldrields were zlso Cherokees who came to -
Irdian Terriuvory in the forced removal trom the Eastern states..
This was long before ‘the establishment of the towns thct now
surround the.countryside, Downingville, Jbicn Later became
Vinite, und Seneca, Lios were the nezrer of uhE\thdwng post§.

\-

Zo Ballard was born in the Old*lﬁiﬂ'«end country and has spent
most of her Life in %he- comqunlty. She was the daughter ﬁ
%illiam and Charlotte Ballerd, Her mother was Cnartotte Eé#es,
trom the Cnerokee ranily of Mayes »ho lived farther down tWe
river. Zo marricd Oscar Buncn, a Cnerglee rrom the old Flint
- ’ Uistrict of tre Cheroke2 Mzticn,
' Cne-of the rirst svhJ%Ls 4o he estab l'sﬁed 11 her c¢imw Lwtf was
' Needriore, The schncod tsol 1te name Irem a “conditisn rather than
" a place or person. qcnooio an thfose e rly Agys were few and far
between, and possibily ine’ "reed" 1or “nere! educatisral  tdcilities’
prompied ihe deSLgraolan. It was nere ik t she firct faced the
cold realities of ~etting an eduemtlJn@ After tinishing school at
. Needmore, she nttended the Cnerokec Fepdle Seminary. iitnh much
pride she mentiins the tact thct she is vhe-niece og\JbeL Layes
anc Samuel Mayes, both .of wnem scrved as Prineipal Cniet of the
Chergkee Hdation, - \
s
. Inwner lste yecrs “ow: blind &nd laviny aloue, I'rs, B“ch lives®
a hapry and conterded life filled with many memories of olden
times, places, and events., Grand Lake now ccvers ner Indian
2llotment. rrom her little home xn Pernice mary triends and
neightors ccme to visit often, . \



