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end of the cotton row. They dived under the barbed wire fence.
Bullets from the guards r i f l e s were^ cutt ing twigs and limbs from

)• , the trees a l l around,them as they fled, but they made i t . They
headed west for Indian Territory .through the wilderness. They had
plenty of water available but only a few dried berries to egt . As
they'walked they heard a t ra in whistle to the south of them. Finding
their way to the railroad they followed i t un t i l th£y found a steep
grade where tne t ra in would have to slow down. They waited a long time
and a freight t ra in came along. As the t r a in slowed down for the grade
they got in a box car and roari£ to within, two mifcfcsr̂ of Ft^ Smith.- They
lef t the t ra in and went around the town to the r iver . There'they found
a fisherman's boat which they "borrowed" and crossed the r ive r into
Indian Terri tory. Making the i r way to Muldrow they were able to be
among friends. Here tney were fed and given clothes to replace the i r
prison uniforms. They stayed there about a week doctoring the i r feet
which had suffered during the long walk. Their friends then took_them
to tne i r Cookson Hil ls home. The boys recovered from thei r experience
and went back into business. Meanwhile they had hired a lawyer for
§10UO to get them cleared of tns prison charge and escape. They heard
that there was quite a bit of money circulat ing around the towns in
the Kansas wheat country. They paid a v i s i t to the north country and
robbed'the bank at Eimwood,. Kansas of &lb,OOO. Troy got shot in the
robbery, but got away and made i t back home. Many~of the outlaws had '
experiences in and out of prison, but most returned to t&e-Cookson
Hi l l s . S'oiae^died with the i r boots on and others passed away quietly
in bed, , "

Mr,, Rider t e l l s thv.t he has seen many a man hung in Tahlequah during,
the old days. The old Cherokee Nation law was enforced, and i f a
man was conviciAd they hung him. ' He remembers the old Sheriffs such
as Joe Coker and George Roach who worked nard to make good ci t izens
out of the people. Zeke Parris was another of the old lawmen, Tom
recal ls Zeke Proctor, a colorful Indian in those days on both sides of
toe law. He says Proctor and his father were good friends. ' Among '
old timers of his acquaintence were oheriff Caleb Starr and Henry Starr
whose professions were far apart . Henry S tar r as a young man became "
-.veil educated and was'well on his-way to make good in the professional
world. One night he went to a dance in the "Cnerokee Hills and af te r
a while got t i red and decided to go home. He could not find his horse
among several at the hitching r a i l so he jusU took the f i r s t one he

\could get on. . Aftef he got home he turned the horse loose and headed
Lt back. The next day the Sh r i f f came and arrested him for horse
stealing. ' He .was sentenced to time in the Ft . Smith j a i l . * . After he

out he s tar ted his long t r a i l in the outlaw world. Mr, Rider says
he was treated unfairly and that Henry S ta r r was a good boy, Henry
St£.rr t'e'araed up with Ai Cnaney, Henry xood and others to relieve banks
throughout the t r i - s t e t e area of '^back pocket money".

In the early days of eastern Oklahoma tnere' were a l l kinds o& people.
One of these was Crawford Go^lsby, bet ter %known as?iCherokee B i l l .
Cherokee Bill made some unwise decisions in his-time and ended up getting
hung "a,t Judge Isaac Parker's Court in-Ft . Smitn. leke and Nick
Crittehden were a couple of Indians who wore long hai r . Tney would
v i s i t Wagoner on ocaasion and lose the i r money gambling. They hnrbfi.
Tney had a habit then -of going into a s to re , "taking what they wanted and
leaving "without paying. Certain ones frowned'on th is pract ice . Also1 the


