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So we really dons¢ have the proud Iudian.; ggd these

to learn this thing top.
- Indians that have exg¢epted the ways of the serviqes that have been extended to ppeﬁ
in the past‘are, eyen still, proud to séy thefe a}e somé Indian people that have
refused and stoo thelr own ground and will keep the@fvself-respect their real
pride, and dig put a life or carve out a life no matter whether they're poor, rich,
,or how many ip their family--ghat s besides the point..They are the proud Indian
fpeople. ink it's tiﬁe tﬁ;t~people be;an to realize thet if an Indian is going
: to progress he's gonna have to do it on his own and he's gonna'havefto receive the
credit for doin' this not the ‘welfare department or not fhe ;elocation officers or

counseYors, I think too long have we been fighting over the idea of trying to get

edit fgr helping.the Indians,

s

> fact- that he'sxﬁeen--was ealled a wérd without even citizenship for a great

ny years is one iddication of the attitude that was held toward the Indian in

‘general. You mentioned a few minutes ago about someone that was put in jail for not

yscOnforming or do%ng something, What was that you were talkﬁng about? i think

// that was some of your relatives wasn't it o?\someéhing your grandparents--)
Oh, it wés my  grandfather, Refibird Smith, on my father's-side and then on my - /
mother's side,.Ellig McCoy. They stood fast and wouldn't let their lands be restric gd-
-wouldn't except alloted land based on their opiﬂﬁon. They were given a land confainin'
SO many acfes and covering a tarritory in which they could do thqirllivingwfnd at-
ever they wanted to do. They wantqd to have bﬁeir own way of managin' their qﬁn v~

14

affairs within their own territory and really they wasn't asking any assfstapce at

»

the time. They only were asking to be left alone and they were willin' to fit into
t he society that they were pdaced in at the time, Bul, yet, they were ggrced to

exéept restrictions thus settin' them and .teaching them to ‘give up their priae and
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become totally dependedh upon the United States Government., I think the United

/ .
States Government is responsible for takin' away the inner feelin%7L-the thing that
makes a m an--the things that cfeates pride. And I think, if at/;Zét’time, the United

States Government c&uldqhave utilized a little bit of thinking And a lityle bit of
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understanding, I think the whole outlook~-the Indian outlook, today, wo?id'have been //



