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Intormant: Sam Cnéwey, 82—year—old full blood Cherckee,
Crittenden Community; hdair County, Oklahoma ~ p

Subject: As I arrive at Mre Chewey's home fur up in the hollow, he 1
. busy killing a six-toot blacksnake that was in ais chickenfjouse.
This job, finished he returned to his chair out under a big oak ,
tree, Several grandcnlldnpn and great-grand children ran and ‘played
around the yard. He invited me to come and sit a while, and drug
. up the remains of a chair. Atter shooing some dogs out of the way
. and. removing a tick from his arm, he- relaxed in complete comlort
. $ /
‘He begins to recall the olden days he remembers when guns were a
part of & man's dress., In this northern part of the old 'Goingsnake
District of the Cfjerokee Nation;, Cherokee life was little ditferent’
trom the other areas. The ‘peopke;scratched a living out of the

land they-had cleared, fished in the bountiful Illinois River, "

hunted 1in .the hills, and raised tneir tamilies.
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Sam was tne son of William Chewey and Martha Acorn Chewey, znd the

gr=ndson of Joseph Chewey who helped setile the Chewey district,

Sam points to the blutf on the west side of the river where he was

born in a log house. It is in tnis country ne has spent nearly
~all of his lite, He 1s the lagt lLiving member or his ramily. His

brothers and sisters, Henry, Rhth, Mary, Luella, Evelene, and #illi-

Cnewey are all gone now. - - ' ‘

" He remembers being at tne Goingsnake Dlotricﬁ Courthouse at Straw-
berry Sprirgs when Rutus Walkingstick was the Judge there. Frank
. Boney and. Tom Long were t#o of the Cnerokee Marshalls he remembers
that worked in the Goingsnake District. In those early days he says
there were good timescgnd bad times. Ill 1eelings stemming trom
removal days, invasion ol white mcn,_distrust ol government actions
caused many Indians t6 settle ditlerences the hard way. Many good
iﬂdians died, and marny others Sfoered at-the whipping trqe and the
nanglng tree. / :
t. . N
| He telus thet ore /time his tather and another Indlan were at the,
store at Oaks, en a couple of white man tried to run them off,
just because th y were Indians. 'he whitemen had run others orf
but his father would not.run and a gun fignt rollotwed. His tather
kllled one of the men, and he.was cleared'of the.killingAcharge.
~ /
o fihep he was a boy, he recalls thdt there was a’litile log schoel
‘ : - hjuse above the river about whére the bridge crosses now. The
's ¢hool did not have a name as far as he knew, While he attended
. x tnere only tul.-blood Cherokees were the teachers, He remembérs
\ . that Joseph Hummingbird war tne teacher there for most of n
S attendance. - ///}



