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dates from sbout 1880, and.was be.Lieved to* have been built ‘and operated by some
" of the Smoke family, Topdsy nothing remains of this once gctive place except -

" the cemetery. Most of the Indiaps have moved out. White people now own the '
farms and country estates that dot the countryside, co.

The Henry famlly were farmers and tended their fields and’ herds, along side thelr
neighbors. In the oldenqays the people raised nearly everytning they necded ,
for subsistence. They few items .they could not Jproduce they’ traded grain, chickens,
or a cow. Such items would include cloth, matches, salt, sugar, coffee, ammunition,
and the like., When a little boy, Ben tells that in season his job was to tend _the -
tobacco pat.ch. Picking the .Lar%e vicious looking tobacco worms off the plants ‘was

a chore he disliked, Harvest time he always' enjoyed, and the children always

looked torward to sorghum making time. Unlike the adjoining flatlands on either

side of this hill country, the soil was very Sandy, but would grow, just about
anything planted in"it, and it was. dasily tilled, °~ Also from this hill country -
came the iine quahty sandstone for building purposes. At one time the hills
supplied much. timber for the sawmills, but it is all gone now. Mr., Henry recalls
when his rather used to make railroad ties during the winter months which he would -
haul to Clpremoré to sell, His father wag Joe Cy Henry, one time Sherift of, the
Coo-Wee-SCoo-wee Distri’ct. He also servxed a term as Solicz.tor. .

Around the .turn of.the. centnry the otner nearby cozmnum.t:.es were Yowala, Foyil
oequoyan, oageeyah, '1iawa)1 and Bushyhead., Each of thése places had its store,
school, and cthurch. Nearby schools serving thé more rurdl areas were Justice,
Nard's Grove, New Hope, and Sulphur Springs. Of the more prominent cemeteries
were the dard's Yrove, Beck, Oowala, Segeeyan, Jones, McCoy, Talbert, and
,ﬂakhmgbon. X N
. Mr. Henry teils of his “father mlatmg happenings at the Indian lerrit;ory Court -
House at Kepnart Springs. Court trials in those days were \6*0 much of a burden -
to the tax payers.. Those brought in for ofienses against thé law were either
acquitted, whipped, or hung. Trials were usually conducted guickly, and such
things as protests, mistrials, hung jury, etc., were simply not -tolerated., Many
cases cou.ld be heard and disposed of in a single day. Pernaps while a hanging
was 1n progress out in the court yard, another case-was underway. And they did’
nang horsethieves a d mnrderers at Kephart Springs. Non—subport, wife beating,
and making whiskey usually drew a repremand from the Judge. But woe be unto him
accused of mistreating a: good huntlng dog. \ : e .
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Ben recaJ.ls the days when Henry Starr lived around Cla,remore. Starr was a smart
man, but turned train and bank robber at the prime of his years. Mr, Henry recallg
seelng nim in ‘-'.Laremore one day meeting with two of his gang the day before 8 bank:
was Tobbed. Ben aifo recalls when there was-only one store in Ci,remore ‘amd
a few houses. There were times when the people of .the Dog Creek c ountry would go |

by wagon to Pryor Creek or Chelsea to do their trading. «%hep the Frisco railroad

Rad mg built betreen Claremore and Cofieyv:LlJ.e Ben worked on most of thl$ sect on.g

aone lrom tne American scene are mamr of the o.l.d implements nlcnown t0 “the prese ‘
sereration, One of these is the horse-drawn, threashing machine, * The Henry fann,y
had ore ome of these machines, and .Ben used.to like to ride ne of the horses when
e tnreashingwas being done. An old sytle of working horses was in fandem, as |
oD osed to workmg them abreast gas we know to—day. ; ’
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