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dates from about 1880, and-was believed to* have been bui l t ' and operated! by some
of the Smoke family. Topday nothing aremains of t h i s once act ive place except
the cemetery. Most of the Indians have moved out . White people now own the
farms and country es ta tes tha t dot the countryside. , . '

The Henry family were farmers and tended t h e i r f ie lds and' herds,' along side the i r
neighbors. In the olden d ays the people ra ised nearly everything they needed
for subsistence. They f'ew**iterns Jihey could notjproduce they traded grain> chickens,
or a cow. Such items would.include c lo th , matches,/ .salt , sugar, coffee, ammunition,
and. the l i k e . When a l i t t l e boy, Ben t^lls . t h a t in season h is job was to tend the
tobacco patch.' Picking the large vicious looking tobacco worms off the plants was
a chore he d i s l iked . Harvest time he always* enjoyed,- and the chi ldren always
looked forward to sorghum making t ime. Unlike the, adjoining f la t lands on e i t he r
side of this h i l l country, the s o i l .was very sandy,, but w>uld grow, j u s t about
anything planned i n ' i t , arid i t was, eas i ly t i l l e d , _ ' Also from t h i s h i l l country
came the fine qual i ty sandstone for building purposes. At 'one time the h i l l s
supplied much, timber for the sawmills, but i t i s a l l gone now. Mr. Henry r eca l l s
when his father used to make ra i l road ties^ during the winter months which he would •
naul to Giaremor6 to s e l l . His father was Joe Cy Henry, one time Sheriff of. the
Coo-wee-scoo-wee D i s t r i c t . H© $lso servied a term as, S o l i c i t o r . * • '

Around the .turn of-t he.century 'the other nearby communities were uowaia, Fbyil
oequoyan, Sageeyah, 1'iawafc and Bushyhead. Each of these places had i t s s t o r e ,
school, and Church. ' Nearby schools serving the more ru ra l areas were Ju s t i c e ,
/Hard's Grove, New,Hope, and Sulphur Springs. Of the more prominent cemeteries
were the ^ard !s ' ' rove, Beck, Oowala, Segeeyah, Jones, McCoy, Talbeirt, and

'Washington, - . • ' ^ A • •

Mr. Henry t e l l s of his fa ther r e l a t ing happenings a * the Indian t e r r i t o r y Court •
House at Kephart Springs, Court t r i a l s in those days were n6t much of a burden '
to the tax payers . . Those brought in for offenses against the law were e i t he r
acquitted, whipped, or hung. Tr ia l s were usual ly conducted quickly, and such
things as p ro t e s t s , m i s t r i a l s , hung jury , etc* were simply not - tolerated. Many
cases co^ld be heard and disposed of in a single day, Perhaps while a hanging (
was in progress out in the court y^ard, another case -was underway. And they did
nang horsethieves and murderers &£ Kephart Springs,. Non-support, wife, beating,
and making whiskey usually, drew a repremand from the Judge, But woe be unto nim
accused of mistreat ing a good hunting dog. ^

Ben recal ls tne d.ays when Henry S t a r r l ived around Cl^remore
man, but turned t r a i n and sbank robber a t the pr"ime of h is
seeing nim. in ^laremore one day meeting with two of h i s gang
was robbed. Ben a lso r e c a l l s wh'en there was-only one stor
a few houses. There were times when the.people of .the Dog
by^gon to Pryoor Creek or Cnelsea to do t h e i r t r ad ing . $.

& OTing bui l t between Claremore and Coffeyvilie Ben worked

Starr-was a smart
ye[ars. Mr," Henry r e c a l l

the day before a bank
_ j in Ciaremore arid
C peek c ountry would go

the Rriscb ra i l road!
on most of this, sect ion.

Gone irora tne American scene are many of the old implements unknown to 'the presenft
generation. One of tnese i s tne horse-drawn, thre^sh ing machine.* The Henry faniljy
had or.e om of these machines, and .Ben used . to l ike to r ide 4>ne of the horses wifejn
*-r.e tnreashingfas being done. An old sy t l e of working hdrs^s was in tandem, as
op osed to working them abreast as we know to-day, '


