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MADE RAILROAD TIES - SHINGLE MILL
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(How did. they make a living back when feu were growing up? ﬁhen you'

,wefe a young boy over thefe.)" %
) _— L ' s ) ,

Oh, made ties. We had an ole' shingle mill=-cut shingles you know but

I don't suppose-- :
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(You mean railroad ties?) _ t
74here.
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We've got an ole' picture of that shingle ﬁdll.hegelsem

.
(Oh that was on your place?) 7 s . \

Yeah. Cut bihe blocks--cut them about sixteen-eighteen inches long,

you know. Bust.them in quarters--four pieces. Theh had a tank with
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a big heavy tin bottom on it and come up side a pieEe'to haul water,
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They'd strip them Blgcks and stack them in there ana\run the water in
there. We had a trough that run from the spring down to the shinglf
mill. We run the water into that tank. And then we'd let them get

steamipng hot--take theﬁ'eut-7that bark would slip right off, you know.
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Then had a knife there--kind of a sash it worked up -and down.

Worked the horse to theé mill. If had a big cog whéel and ;hefe was a
pulley went from the knife out t% 1t . And the’ pole come up to the top

right back there-¥whenever dt'd sllde off -one of tbem cogs on to
I
another that pole g0 back up you know. And the hﬂ}se would pull it on
*

to another It' d come, ‘"down and the knife would drop down, cut the

shingles And Elmer cut al} the shlngles, my oldest brother he done the
\!}

cuxtlng Ihen I'd take all four bales of them--t%enty shingles high.
They called it a thousand yo&iknow And we 'd takp them--well we sold

a good: many, there at the shingle mi 1--then take a load or two to Green
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' Forest and (word not clear). Just swap most of them for little grocer-
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ies and stuff like that. ¢



