Kermit Beck -

On the west side of Fiint Creek, and about naif a mile north of State Highway No,
33, at one time there existed the village of Fiint. It is not known when tue
village started or wnat the original name was. But in 1389 there was a post
otfice here that was called Hildebrand. From 1395 tol895 tne name of the post
office wzs known as Beckwith, and named for Richard Beck, who was tne postmaster,
Tnen 1n LYV tne post office became known as Fiint., It is believed tnat Stiitl’
Jackson put in one of the tirst stores there about 18380. Later a man by name of
Graham put in a store. A blacksmith shop operated here tor many years. Mr., Beck
says that tne mill used to run day and night as people trom as far away as Pryor,
Jay, and Watts, as well as points in Arkarsas, came to nave corn ana wneat ground.

Mr, Beck tells about the gritter, which the Indians used long ago to make a dish °

called 'grit bread' irom n.arly mature corn. lhe implement was a piece of sheet

_ metal punched tull of nail noles and mounted on a wood tramé. As the ears of corn

were rubbed against tne perforated metal the grains ot corn were pulverized and

removed trom the cob. This material wasthen mixed with a little dry corn meal,

and sometimes beans, w.ter and salt and baked. This was a main dish when the corn

was in season. Mo tells that one time an Inaian brou§§t in some. corn to be ground

wnicn he telt nad’'matured too much tor the gritter, was still pretty moist but

they ground 1t 1or nim anyway, and ne took it home., Arter about a week the Indian
urned to nave sgme more ground. Tne first bgtch nad turned to a gooa whisky mash

¢ tne Indians were naving a ball, '

dr. Beck gave a tour of the historic old mill and showed tne burrs and ail tne grinding
apparatus. Tne present mill is about 8V yeurs old, the inside is weil preserved and
in good condition. On the south side of the building, the tne sawmill) sectiofn, which
has been converted from water power to tractor power. Mr, Beck no longer does any
sawing except tor himseif., Mr. Beck explained the operation of the old wa‘er powereda
mill. Yne present burr weign$ about a ton. He says it can be taken out and sharpened
whicn takes about.three Weeks, and this sharpening job he does nimself. The originai
mill nad a overshot wneel but the more modern m111 used a turbine system.

Mr. 3Beck says that about every t.irty or torty years a tlood would hit and he remembers
when water was five feet deep on thefirst i1iloor ot the mrll, Atter tne 1loo& ail the
grinding equipmen® would have to be taken apart and cleaned, which was a two weeks job,
He sadd tnat in the old days his tather would not saw anything but pine logs. To-aay
there are no pine in the country. Once in a Wmhile he would saw a good oak log lor

Some man to make a wagon tongue or axlo.

In the early days ol the settlement at Fiint Creek, the Becks, Hilaebrands, Kestersons,
Crows, Vanns, Garretts, and Blackwoods made up most of the population. Somewhere in
this grea were a large group belonging t6 the Zeke Proctor tamily. Many stories have,
been writien recounting the rights, snootings, and killings between tne Becks amd

tne Proctors. Some of tnese events took place on tne Beck place at Fiint, wnile
other fights happened at Cnristie and Proctor towns, and places iﬂ@etween.

Abou’ six miles east ot Fiint Community is tne Jonnson Ccmetery. It is nere that a
large number of both tue Beck and Proctor 1amilies are buried, wnetner Aor not it be
iromical, they are togetner now in peace. The nistory of Ezekiel Proctor was long,
-rough, good and otherwise, aepenaing now one observed it. However, those who knew
nim erected a large marble monument to his memory on which is inscribed:
EZEKImL rROCTOR born July 4, 1831 died Feb,'2v, 1907
"As a nusband, devoted; as a tather,
affectionate; as a 1iriena, kind and true"



