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On the west side of Flint Creek, and about naif a mile north of State Highway No.
33, a t one time there existed the yillage of F l in t . I t is not known when tne
village started or wnat the original name was. But in 10*89 there was a post
office here that was called Hildebrand. From i3y5 t o l W tne name of the post
office was known as Beckwith, and named for Richard Beck, who was tne postmaster.
Tnen in lyot) tne post office became known as F l in t . I t i s believed tnat S t i l l '
Jackson put in one of the l i r s t stores there about lb'80. Later a man by name of
Graham put in a s tore . A blacksmith shop operated here lo r many years. Mr. Beck
says that tne mill used to run day and night as people from as far away as Pryor,
Jay, and watts, as well as points in Arkansas, came to nave corn ana wneat ground,

* ' i
Mr. Beck t e l l s about the g r i t t e r , which the Indians used long ago to make a dish *
called ' g r i t bread' irom nearly mature corn. '̂ he implement was a piece of sheet
metal punched full of nai l noles and mounted on a wood irame. As the ears of corn
were rubbed against tne perforated metal the grains oi corn were pulverized and
removed from the cob. This material wasthen mixed with a l i t t l e dry corn meal,
and sometimes beans, w^ter and sa l t and baked. This was a main dish when the corn
was in season. H« t e l l s that jne time an i-naian brought in some, corn to be ground
wnicn he fe l t nadv'matured too mucn for the g r i t t e r . H was s t i l l pret ty moist but
they ground i t ior him anyway, and ne took i t home. Alter about a week the Indian

urned to nave some more ground. Tne f i r s t batch nad turned to a good whisky mash
tne Indians were naving a b a i l .

Mr. Beck gave a tour of tne h is tor ic old mill and showed tne burrs and a i l tne grinding
apparatus. Tne present mill is about 5U years old, the inside is weil preserved,and
in good condition. On the south side of the building, the the sawmill' section, which
has been converted from water-power to t rac to r power. Mr. Beck no longer does any
sawing except lor himself. Mr. Beck explained the operation of the old water powered
mill . rne present burr weigh* about a ton. He says i t can be taken out and sharpened
which takes about, three •weeks, and this sharpening job he does himself. The original
mill nad a overshot wheel, but the more modern mill used a turbine system.

Mr. 3eck says that about every th i r ty or iorty j-ears a Hood would h i t and ne remembers
when water was five feet deep on tne f i rs t i loor of the mi l l . Alter tne i loo* a i l tne
grinding equipment would have to be taken apart and cleaned, which was a two weeks job.
He said tnat in the old days his father would not saw anything but pine logs. To-day
tnere are no pine in the country. Once in a fchile he would saw a good oak log lo r
some man to make a wagon tongue or l ^

In tne early days oi the settlement at Fxmt Creek, the Bectes, Hiiaebrands, Kestersons,
Crows, Vanns, Garretts , and Biackwoods made up most of the population. Somewhere in
this a rea were a large group belonging to the Zeke Proctor family. Many s tor ies have^
been written recounting the f ights , snootings, and ki l l ings between tne Becks and
tne Proctors. Some of tnese events took place on tne Beck place at F l in t , wnile
other fights happened at Christie and Proctor towns, and places iribetween.

About six miles east of Fl int Community is tne Johnson Cemetery. I t i s here that a
large number of both Use Beck and Proctor lamilies are buried, wnetner /or not i t be
ironical , tney are togetner now in peace. Tne history of Ezekiel Proctor wa,s long,
rough, good and otherwise, depending now one observed i t . However, those who knew
nim erected a large marble monument to his memory on which is inscribed:

EZEKiU, rfiOCTOH b,om July k, 1B31 died Feb.1 20, iyO7
"As a nusband, devotedj as a father,

affectionate; as a i r iena , kind and true"


