Blographical Sketch

C. GUY CUTLIP

(1881-1978)

A settler's dugout on the western plains of ¥ansas,then =n
area barely within the fringes of civilization ,was the birthplace
of C.Guy~cut11p,a son of pioneer stock who was destined,in his
later vears,to become one of the outstanding jurists of the state .
of leahoha. |

That event occurred on April 6,1881 about fifteen miles west
of Meicine Lodge,not far from the spot where the famed pesce treaty
between the pgovernment and the Plains Ind;ans ﬁaa slrned in the late
'60s,and in an area still trouble? with the terros of Indian alarm,

Vr.Cutlip ceme o” Southern sncestry. ™is father,haddeus €.
Cutlip was n native of West "irginiaj;and his mother,Susan *1lls,hnd
oome'west with her parents from Tenneasea,where‘her father had lately
been a captain in the Confederate forces of that state,

It was Cecil Guy Cutlip's early environment ,as a settler's
son in Indisn country,that causes him,perhaps,to toke such 2 profound
interest in Indisn legends and history during the later vears of his
life-~for one of his earliest recollections is one of the Cheyennes
and \rapshoes béing on the warpath,that on the occasion of their

trek north to join the insurgents of the Sioux nation's Sitting Bull,

That was in the early *'S0s,and the slarm was spread by runners



who rode throusrh the southern Kansas country advising remote
femilies to smeek safety in the\stookaae nt Lake City,but--young
Guy's father being away at the time on a cattle roundup--his

mother elected to sfay. Near the cabin they had recently bduilt

on the site of the old dugout,a small cave had been dug in the

- bank of Little Dog Creek,and there the mother ,with her young sinter
and Guy,hid out until the Indians had passed through, |

Fortunately for them the Indian war party traveled eight
miles to fhé west ,but their luck was thé;miarortune of a wagon
caeravan camped in the cedar bresks on the line of march, There
was a Tlght 1n which all the members of the caraven nnd several of
the braves were killed,and "r.Cutlip could vivi@ly recall roing
there with his father,on the latter's returg fréﬂ the roundup,to
view the charred remains of the wagons, |

His aecdpq_moat impressive recollection in his life was at
the age of eight when his femily,as '899ra took part in the epie
ran for homesteads that opened Oklohoma Territory to setilement, ]
His parents settled at Xingfisher,in what {s now the northern part of
ORIahoma,and here,before his boyish eyes,he saw paraded in real life,
such colorful charactera as Edna Ferber drei upon %o people
"Cimarron”,the famous book she wrote about that period.ﬁ

He had,in short,a front seat from which to witness the birth
of a new commonwealth,

When C.Guy was 14 years old--in 1898--his family m@Ved to
Tecumaeh,in the Pottowatomie country,and upon eompletion?br publie
school,one of his first ventures into the voT1d was ns clerk and
stenographer for the. picturesque Juldee J.D.F.Janningn,a‘lawyer and
gentleman of the old school,and the father of Al Jannings,the young
man who wa; dest ined to become ~ore noted ns a bandlt than ae a

barrister,



| Fe spent all his spare time during those days in reading
the classies and the rcmances,and‘in studying law--a practice
that he continued when,early in 1901,he went to Wewoka,the Tndian
Territory town which was the capital of the Seminole Nation. Fe
worked there,too,ss stenographer for sn early day lawyer--at a
time when the little villare boasted but two or three stores
and a population which was principzlly Indian,

He took,imme?iately,sn intense interest in these people,
vho administere” their own laws under the supervision of a
prinoipal chief,iohn P.rown,and a United States commiﬁsibner,
the late H.M.,Tate. They were Seminoles,the Florida “runaways” of the
Creek Georgian branch,and among them still lived a few o0ld men
and women who had been herded over the historic "Trail of Tears™
by Uncle Sem in the 1840s, He gained,esrly,their confidence ,heard
their traditions and their historical lore,with the result that
he beocsne one o" the few men with'a real insight into the story
of the tride, ;

'In 190 Mr.Cutlip and his father went into the banking
business in the tradinge post town,but that venture was short-lived,
and somewhat di”fieult daya followed., ¥Weentime he had been married--
to Miss Amo Butts of Haié%ﬁﬁille~~and for awhile he worked 2t o0dd
Jobs,tried his hand 3t newspaper and western story mnagazine writ;ng,
which kept his feet on the ground until he obtained a elerkship with
the “tlos Abstract Compény dr Holdenville ,where he soon was trans-
oribing,abstracta for all the companies doing businese in that
part of the country.

This work gave him a new start in life. Throurh his interest
in titles he obtained a familiar insicht into the oil leasing

business,and the sale of a bloek of leases to Frank Chesley,one of

the discoverers of CGlenn pool,enabled hiﬁ to complete his study of



law and hang out his shingle as an attorney,

The town to which he had taken his bride,a villege of
dusty streets and board sidewalks on the mein line of the Chicago,
Oklahome and Gulf,wag growing as new éettlera came in,family
by femily,to carry on commerce with the Indians,

Their only child.maxine,was born in Wéweka on January 4,1906.

Veantime ,having risen to be one of the most nrominent
attorneys in East Central Oklnhamw,he was taking a lesdines part
in the affair of thé local Masonic chapter énd participating
agtively in the small civ%%jenterpriaee thrt were beginning to
evince themselvea in the aﬁéll towng 2nd the year 1908 found him
ocoupying the position of nssistant county attorney. ‘bout thlé
time,too,he further display his eagerness to keep in step with
ganaral progfess by being =nongst the first of the villogers
%o purchase a horseless earriage.

Gontinuing his writing and his reading--things *hot he never
neglected throughout his lifetime--he came,during the following
decade ,t0 be regardéd as the dean of the Wewokn legal profession,
and whenever and wherever there was a public 2ddress to be made,
whether civic,patriotic or for any other reason,those who were
behind the movement always wanted C.Guy Cutlip 2s speaker, nd,
having developed into sn elo:uent orator,was always more than
willing to serve,

In 1919,having already =c-uired 2 great deal of locel
property,he purchased from Governor John *.Brown,chief of the
Seminoles,the chief's interest in the famed Wewoka Tradirg Company,
and in the Wewoke Realty and Trust Company. Fe bullt these properties
{nto the best in Wewoka--only to see tham wiped out by fire with )
a $50,000 loss. It was,neturally,a blow,but he courageously picked

up the loose ends and began rebuild ing.
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\alttuistic attitude toiérd those less roftunate than himself...

becauaa’hé'understood so thoroughly those in 211 walks of life.

N When the father of a young boy,Guy Romine,wes killed in 1920
| leaving the "outh no place to go,Mr,Cutlip took him into his own

home end kept him in school until he was 0ld enough to make hils |
own way., Another that he took into his own house wasg four-year-old
rene Gossard,who remaiﬁed a foster son until his death 2t the age |
of l?. The boy,whom Mr;Cutiip wouid have adoptéd had the mother
oonsentéd,is buried in the Cutlip ramily'plot ét Wewoka, \
Mr.Cutlip also served “s Wewoka's first mﬁyor from 19?1 ﬁo
1926,and. in 1930 he was a member o the board of governors for the
Okiahoma'ﬂar Associastion,and in the followines yesr weéﬁphe of the

atate's delegates to the Demoeratic Eﬂtional Convention,

In 1931 when Covernor Willism H.Murrav hies life-long friend,
created the Superior Court asystem MT.Cutlip wag the first annointec
to the bench in his district,2m he was re~elected in 1934,
- In that ¢apaeity even his enemies (2na he‘hﬁd very few) were
prompt to say that he” conducted his court not énly‘as one of xﬁw;

but as one of Justice...for in decidine ceses necording to the

well-def ined statutes he took particular pains,alwnys,to #aigh»them

from the human standpoint. He régarded tﬁa lov of punishment as

secondary to the 136 of reformation whenavef it was possible for him
. to do 80 in @ criminal oo 88,

Much of his Judiciﬂl philosophy was aerlveﬁ from the career of

Judge Isaac C.Parker,xhe celebrated savant o the Tedernl Court

bench at Fory Smith,Arkonsas,in old Indian Territorial days. Those Tho

'lcamh before Judge Cutlip 8aw no #ritten motto at the bench,but they
knew that,grantins the e had been one,it would hqve been much like

«that pronounoed by the noteﬂ Judge Farkerz“no equnl and exaet justice.

yt ﬂ@ politioa entgr_ hgm.n : B B | ‘ -




" 8o g:eat'waawmr.Cutlip'a'adﬁirétion fq& Isano Parker that he o
\,spent several years collecting mnterisl for a biography of the m |
juriat a book that his untimalv death prevented him from writing, -
However.he left a1l his notes for his son=-in-lnw with instructions
for him to complete the work,
“ He also had planned to wiite = history of.the Seminole Tndians,
s task for'ihich he was extraordinarily well ~ualified,but ‘this,too0,

was in note rorm at the time of his death, Au*horship of 2 book was

He wrote but one--a small book on the "Fistory of Lﬁw",the text
of a sprech he once made 2t a banhuet of the State Rar “saociation
‘at Oklshoma City. Those who heﬂrd 1t urged him to have it published,

and it lqter was publishad and translated 1nto five different laneques.
(A copy 1s sttached to this bioprabhy.} %
No man in tte state had more sinoerp friends than Judee Cutlip.

They were lawyers, newapnperman Indians,men of public affairs ,and
those in the morc lowly stations of life, He was particularly noted
for his knack in story telling and repartee,and his services 28
speacker were constontly in demand all over Oloshoma His phroses,
uttered as principsal speaker;before state conventiona~-suéh\@s the Ber
Association,the Americen Legion,various fraternnl groups,etc.,--

" always were widely juoted in the Oklshoma pressiand there were
numerovs times when lead g mevsprper columnists,going on wvacation,
would #sk r.Cutlip to becoms guest condwctor,. |

He always was outspoken in his comments én ﬂn& issue ,and evwh
though a staunch némocrmt 21l his life,he dl1d not hesitate to openly
speak his mind--and in unmistaksble language--on ocessions whan‘he

felt disagme/mnt with party lenders,
Judge Cutlip liked to travel,and his inquisitive mind took him

on many Journayawintovfar oorners\@t the United States,and to out~-of-

N~ ' - "‘.’/
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tﬁe-way sections of the Mexicsn Republic. Only his lnst illness
- prevented him froam earryine out plans for a Europenn tour,He wag
especially interested in Mexiean history,mnd left behind him the
notes on = book with an sncient “Mexican setting,
The following letter,written to his daurhter Maxine from
Oaxsea,in the south of Mexico,in October 1936,;shows his keen
.intgrest in even the smeller asdventures of travel: |

"We are awny down here in O~xnea,and 1t 1s some country Were
are the tropies,but also sltitude.It is more than 8,000 feet but the
climate is perfect, However,T t ousrht T would frrere the first nisht
we got in here, '

4 "411 kinds of fruit,amd we have 1t 211 for breakfast. The finest
food you ever ate, We drove down to Tehuean and took thre train,n
narrow gauge,from there;took second elass service and eame down with
the Indians. At lunch we had nothing ‘o eat,amd an old lady gove me
some sweet bread she had made smd brourht slong, Tt was delicious,’
man gave us some wine, A little later we bourht 2 chicken 2t one of
the small towns and outr Indian friends were very gl2d to help us

eat it,

"We were out to Mitls yesterdsy.It is an =g*onishing thing.There
is nothing like 1t in the world,unless it be the ruins of Chitzen-Ttla
ip Yucatun. Some o the walls are inlaid mosaic,firured. ™he. little
Pleces wore carved,perhaps numbered,and then laboriously fitte? into
the walls, There 1s one room of six gtest columns, Of cource,the
wutmtm prlests of yesterday used a part of it to build churches,

"The clty of Oaxaca is the prottiest 1in *Yexico. Thev are
reconstructing the governor's palace,the almost na ked ,bare-footed
natives hewing the stones., They start to work at six 1in the morning
and are at 1t late in the evening. Thev are ercellent workmen nnd when
they finish one of these stones it 1s Just perfect,Thev do nl1 *he
wo rk by hand. : ' '

"We were out to Monte Albah today. It 1s the most extensive
ruin in "‘exico, TIf you remember ,Monte Alban is the place where they
found the excellent gold and crystsl carved pleces thot were exhibite
e at the Chicago World's Pair and which are now on displsy in the
Nat lonal Museum at Mexico City. e have the head o” the works with
us today--the one who discovered 21l the relics. Ye took us into
the tomb where the things w - re found nd exploined 4t all tc us.Fe
1s a full-blood Zapateca Indianjsmart,has studied in e Tmany ,and
knows twenty different IYndian Binlects.. ’

We also have visite’ an ol? hacienda. ™he 0ld homes in this
part of 'exico sre nll Colonial,211l *re huildines 2Tre.'n esrth-uske
hit the place n few years ago and nesrlv destroyed 1it. The evidences
are all around. : '

"We have paprya,orange Juice ,bananas ,mangoes and sapotes for
breskf2st, Then the finest errs and coffee, Mmh "y the way,preat
flelds of coffee can he seen in everv direction from here;also
flelds of coco?, Dates,figs,banan~ and cocoonut p2lms “re on 211
sides,and the strangest flowers and flowerine trees,

"This 1is the heart of the serape industry. I bourht one »nd
Pat two, They cost about four dollars emchjwe would have to pay from
318 to 825 for the seme kind in New Mexico. T got a multi-colored one



ror'thefhnuo. X should have gotten several little ones for your
u@ther's pa:ties. Will tell you more sbout the trip when I sce you."”

(A 1ittle more than a month after his return from Mexico,shortly

after Christmes {n 1936,Judge Cutlip became 111 of a heart silment.

He was confined %o his bed for several months,but returned to his
court bench in the summer of 1937, Stricken again in the fall of that
year ,death came in a hospital at Wewokn--the town which ¢redits him

with being its prinocipal builder«-oh Janusry 24,1938,

- He was mourned by all Oklahoma,and the following editoris) from °

the Daily Oklahoman,reprinted widely in state press,is typical of
the expressions made on his death: j
/ "The bench of Oklahoma lost one of its brightest
ornaments when Judge Guy Outliﬁ d1ied ot Wewoka, And Oklahoma .
losf one of har:womthiest citizena_ﬁhen t he ﬂeminble»Jurist |
. paased out'of life,
o "The stote had no judge who wus more comnetent and
efricient, Hié knowledgee of the law was wide nd ﬂccurﬁte; Fe
had a fine sense of the aloofness andldignity of the judicinl

phsition. He wns a master of the world's hest literature and

possessed » rare measure of literary skill., In every sense he
. was prepared for servicé on the bench amd in every respect he

homored the‘positxon he held.

"It was s treat to spend and hour in the nresence of
Judge Cutlip. His geninl courtesy nnd his abundant sense of
humor made him a companion to be prized. "hen he hod at his .

33\ | . mental fingertips all of the riches of the old Seminole Wation's

history, He knew all o its trasgedies and its whimsicalities. ;

he-w=s an unexcelled imitator,and 1t was =2 Jov to ace iﬁ and
‘< heaf him dwikstm ape some of the ludicrous charascters of whom
\ the old Seminole had 1ts full share. o
| "Had Guy'cﬁtlip been demogoglc at nll,he might have




’»‘ 1§ iéd,déiing this ﬁéiicd'tﬁatvhe'Wﬁa elected preéid;g% of
of the Chamber of Commarca-~the rirst Wewoka ever had--and he was
kept 1p_fhmt poat by popular damﬁnd for a decade.vhe reason is easy “
bfrexplanation.ﬁs A publicespirited citizen hé fqyored‘mnnicipal
(1mpro§ements which some o" his more‘conservatiVe fellow-citizens,
back in the enrly '208,fﬁltlthﬁt the town could‘do without,
Put he went ageﬂd,shoﬁlderinr‘aoma of the finsncial burden

"himself ,an attitude thot was Justified ond rewsrded when the town
became "o focn; point for an oil boom »nd mushroome?,in » comparative
ely short while,from = viliane of 1,700 to 2 city of more;thnn
10,000 population, o | P

"He formed 7 law partnership with Thomns J.Horsley,but'even his

on o logal business heuvy s 1t wus,fﬂiled to divert him from his two

 fif’ : prinoipsl hobbies--readins and writing, Fe bought ond ment through
new books ns they caﬁa from the preﬁéas,bfcké‘wiﬁh 1 ride rnnae7of}
subJects,and usually he wrote his 1mnrewaionq in 7 terse and
\to«the-point review on the lagt page of the volume.'t the time of his
doath he awnad one of the finest privqta 1ihrar1es in the stqte. |

His favorite nuthors were Robert Ingersoll Plutarch Plﬂto,

the Bible ,Bulwer Lytton,nenjmmin Frenklin and James Whitoombkniley,
- and he often soid thot he belleved Eugene Sue's ‘Wandering Jew™”
‘one of the finest of all books, He tempered his more serious resding,

by way-of relaxation,with western short stories in the so-c2lled

pulp magazines. On his re~dir~ table one could olways find,perhaps
 ,31¢9 by side with o historieal _commentary or o tréstise on philosophy,
‘a atack o pulps renpinp from 1rpoav and %dventure to Western Story

and Dime Western. Thnt faet helpﬂ eyplain in nlrt his unusunl

genius 1n Judging human nnture. Ve Taﬂd vith the lenrned, the 1111ter- -

ate,tha rich and the poor. o e o -

Suah a th&ng,taonnsy halp 1n some measura to explain hia'~,




