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Having reacheﬂ‘ hat t me of life when we see our

Triendis who are b)qewgct olief th v ug, drop off, one by one.
like tne leaves in the autumn,we eauee ani take a c@nvass of
our nast Mni search for something WOPthWﬂlle in the years
>that nave flown. 4And we dont find anything worth recording.
Ve have not anassed great wealth;.fer we prefered tne aany:
frienﬁsAwe have; we haye not wo: fame or renowng‘for wWe -
preferei_to play. So we eome to éne conclusion tﬂdt of those
things that in the .aarts of the worl' are ckasge” ng worth
“while we hava f&ile;*&g,we neve mat Dullt for thems

7 ,
/ But we havellivej with'opr fellow men, Mave laughed add
played with him: unﬂersﬁooﬂ him‘and in that understanding
"understooi to uive and take, and loved hin the better for it.
The SmC”&flceS that were necessary to gain %he-wealth we have
shunea and turned to watch our fellows atb play; Overloiked

%

their faults and their foibles, and 1n’return have found
them all willing to overlook ours. The\result of all this
'is\that we have lived well, and'being philosopher enought’
~to understand such things, we of necegsity ﬂevelepe' an
observance oP neople and things that they love.; Thienprend L
of thought naturally brought us to the realization that we
‘were born in the gr at West, are a part of the greatb Weet,
ﬁave lived onethe bordzrland of ploneerdom, and yet never
‘been quite over the border to the real frontler. Have witnesk
ed the transition of the cow-bow and his business.rﬁave ’
witﬁessed the passing ef the lest of the Bavage Tribes of .
tha Unitadl States. Haye heen a part and parcel of the ievelpp*
ment of an ares that helds a charm and 8 whiasical affectlon
ﬁsx millions of Americans. For forty years have been a resi-
iant and citizennof a section of the United States that is
jget'now becoaing comqonolcce and the usual, taking its
placekin phe/ranks of the everyday, hum-irum, nrogressive
gettlements of civilization. And we dont Hesitate to say
at the outset that the present day status is far and away
“the best of 1t all. Yet ﬂhere dwells a tinge of regret
that 1t has all 2assed beyond recall. A whimsical reg ret
’et the passing ofithe quaint characters, the sturdy piqneers'
A milder regret, but one there nevertheless, at the
transition of the savage warrlor- arrogant, treacherous,

- fdangereug-rinto the cringing mendicant of to-day,



So we thought that having ever been ready to add to the

pleasures of the friends we have known, and perhaps others

who have been interested in the things that we have been
1nt~rested in, we might perhaps recall from. what has seeamiiz

us a very drab 1ife, instances of recollection and experience

that are interesting* We were not ploneers, We Were'born in

the West. But we We?e cloue enough to the tthgs that the

pioneer found to forever deire and resnect the hardihood,

” “the strength of character and the fortltude poesesseﬁ by
('\' B /those peoole, not only the men, but moreoo the ‘women x éggﬁ  -
\ o forsook the conVenience,‘the comforts and the safety of the
older sectionsxofeehe country, and trekked info thd. land
unknown, far ﬁrem&the id of meiioal scjence, away from the
schools end'the cﬁurehes, away'fvoa kindred and. ft‘ﬁﬂ’"
- a inty tue @1ldat of ﬂystery and un&nown,ueVdfc foes; &eneqient
entirely u-on uQeir own resources and resourcefulness’ unpon’
their courage and etrength. Depend=nt upon their gun for |

provender and also for ofotection. Sometimes'with but &

. slingle team, Tnd it eubJect to climatie cnunges hni natural
e g

Al

dbseases, With only a canvas drawn tightly over the wagon‘k

L]

bows for a coverlnb,‘ 2nd a wagon bed'for 5 home. With only

a keb,stranued upon the 811e of the wagon, for a water supply.

N © Without an intelligent 1dea ‘of the Droductlveness of the -

)

P

soll or the extenelveneus of tqe game.. Living in a conveyance

~that was good g%ﬁe something like fifteen weary mlles per day.

'

Always and everlastingly confronted with uncertaintys

Yet on they came- hundreis yes, thousands of them. There

were no raiios then, no phonograds, no wireless,no telegraph

an¢ no telephone; the sewe;ng machine and the repeating rifle

& luxury. Depenwent unon thelr own iﬂ enuity aoauseaent

taulty recollection of the hoaely sogms &nd

Jgggg\qhénts‘of their time. Not -xnowlng where Lhe next water
might be had nor wnat revine or declivity alght hold\\ )
destruction @ad death. Yet aaniully theypféssee forward

fillsd with courage and an abiiif@ confiience in thelr belng.
Pressed forward to cub nodes [roa the ferest'and bulld
settlements on'bhe vash Dralnieu; &nﬁ ameny of these have

j Sal
frllen victlms to bthe savage Indlan of the plalns. We have

N

; 8een ourselves tne waéon trdln { pounded into & circle of .

A}

Drotection) ‘athack e:l, it ;eople <i1led,and all burned, 80




th&t to aay no one knovs or ever will know who the unf@ruumhes:
were, Thp dash of tue soldier ﬁhto +he\enemy flre, aﬁtnasei ’

j‘“Cﬂﬁl&éﬁLﬂﬁwa&d”Sf”%h@“ﬁt?qlqg\erf7,

never surpassed these thouuuui* of henoes who trekked inte

this far chtérn lend. = e

Df\éuch neople us these'Were iy p&rents; although they.

caame froa far Jifferent ;wce  to ucet on the plains of

L] -
' Kaensas and becoae man,gni,wlie. ,Th@re to rear tbelr‘iamily
. and carve out thelr iestiny;« I W&u oorn on the plains of',

Kanseas, f 1‘t\ en alles west. of his toric iledicine Lodge, 1in a

11Ltle dug- out

b, «nd have ever gince
“u

llvei on tuc v ﬁy boxierlwaﬂ.oi the frontesr. Iy Luthor oama'

out from ol3 Vlrglnla'ani;iw1mother froa the hikls of “&St

Tennesee The~firsq & greduaté of the JﬂlVQP“ltj of ”est
. le Lnia, aad the latter schoblei in tne pPOVlnu Tal gghoolsju

of hef native state. But tnay eamh hul f?é fortibude and

'

the strength oy Cduraut He tq“t i sel@oa L Prae tea unleés

one stons an’ :nlnuw. Thln&s of tha courage thut thiey never
Ll e e T T B gy e
thought of or reglized. .. " T ;
PR
‘ m0v’i wesf lLfL¢e Lurtu and

- . o fathor bullt a 1141%3’1nwux on the ownks of 1LLLle Dob Creek

.

where mother sl I~wtujcd Wlllb he pursuei»th@“tdutiﬁe of*a,’“"’”

N\

e e o S R e S o
cow=boy. It was &t thls place whlle Tathsr was away on &

M , , _ "
5 : Coround, up, 'that e ino 1Jent obcurei fﬂat Stlc 28 In ny remem=.
) berence,stFrr,  In those days, L every comluqu [y Was

maintaineﬂ‘what we knew as & "stockade'- An;@ﬁclosureypf

N

\gﬁm lODb utOOl u on pnﬂ to servgfms'a;fortification}frgmA
. N oy ,‘ ‘;‘ e ; SRS T "
o~ p ) e o BN k\ N "'f ‘ T 'v . : i * ‘ D .
thp Mutfvcs»oL tue Inﬂlmns. Such & one as this was locabe. 4

&

Lake Clty,a nuabar of miles away from our humble “bodes

) Nhilc mw’faﬁher Vd% aﬁay fun£5rs case through the country
sﬁféa&ihg‘the néWs that tﬁ?; hey\une‘dna' ragéoe I.Jiqns web@“'
vy on‘thé mar path;‘anﬂ golug north to J91n uiut1n1~%u1] in nhe‘
‘ | DN‘ ﬁosk ‘Pebble‘from al& afer th@ ouner mnronoed lnto the
o, v _ L \ . . :

stockade. - He did not géithere. Fmtﬂbf “n¢ Gother had pre

.

« Pared & place. for such gmer encieu,'lu seemei, in‘Lhe a‘
of the llttle Uo~ Cfﬂék, ‘under cae Jrot ctlon of’some NiILOW'

Tuls hnl oueu tqc&gd with provlalpns,'or mother 111 it aﬁ the

mother's little s




lintls older than leuelL #é‘a‘c&/stming With us st the time.
b e
I reuemo&r we]l sother tdking me up dqtrmiﬁle,‘of her hip

SR S and taszing little Jo by the nend, walking for = conslderable.

dletance ( an awful 2lstence my cnild's mind feéalls Tor me)
dowan tné 1ittles ureek, ani’then steﬁping‘into the waters,
e - | waded u? stream‘tc the little cave, which we all entered.

-We redained there for several days, I am not aole to renember
‘how long. In fa et T cannot meomll although the. other parts

felated are lear as thouvh taey happened yestpriaj,whdt took
’ ‘Gﬁlhce while we lived In fhere,,ecure from the ava“es-
The next thing 1 remember ahout the matter ‘was my Tather
beihg homé, and Oﬁe gribht iéy taking®me up on his saddle
' o . befone hin, _@ni togethar With other horsenenl ri xing out to

a place where & bdttle ned taken pla ce anx where an entire

caraven had been burnej snd destroyed. | I can dimly recall

énatches of talk giaong the men as th%?vieweﬁ the charéeﬂ
=

emains: ﬂhey knockes that b@b
wheel“ ”Tnere aust of been a bunbh of cow-boys ce@ume tO

- thelf help ‘\ikﬁdlfﬂéﬁ‘I:remembef seeing ‘some of tne men

N

L

of Indlans burrleld tbout. Some in \the 11ttle cedar trees, all

-

1

- ~ graves. The skirauish t .ok place on the edge of ﬁh@_Salt

N

1ittle cave.

v i b '1. 25 1 13 ) ‘
) _ Mother's father, Capt. Williaa mlllS ‘was a. big cattle

man in that part'of the west. Father was justvst&rting oub.

. x\I can rene@beé,avrather heatedldisbussion between father and
tother a~year 5r such a matter after the?oifUrén;é_aﬁéve
related. Father was determinei toy g0 fuhther west, and
‘mother was satisfie& Lo remain where they were; in fact she
Was insidting strenuously on 1it, buteg remember that soon
aftervards I‘Was big~eyedly,watcning the equloping and pro-
R visioning of & ‘e&w covered Wégon. In this the three of us
{J~ ‘ ~ loaded ani.faﬁher tu nei,the h;rses headéto the West. We
were -trecking further westward, with our destinitlon Just
east of the Colorado line, ' - BRI
\That joﬁrney,;of ?ather infrequent ingidenis iﬁ it, remains
‘as an epoch dnuy 1ife. - o

it el N TR . L

v 's bFMlﬂS out over the wabonb

zo. to the''cedar breaks and heard bhuﬂ talking of the numobr
trussed up in their blankets, others,.many others, in shallow

4RI P : ‘ ’ ‘ .
Plains not & great distance from where we were hidden in our

g i




(of‘the breaks that lay,f r many miles west “of tha 90

‘home, out unon the great open prairles, I can remeqber tha o

L

‘7$first real thrill that cane info ny 1ife because Qf the“beaut*‘

,‘ifulw The short, buffalo grass {a syort of ﬂesqu1te ) was

N

dottei with blue aul white'h&uﬁi 1ick in some places

EECEEY 2

N

80 thic! as Lo resemble'U*q a dist nce, & blua @nd White

.V@rigated'qarpet- Just 0.8 faf 48 the nye @ou1¢ see were
‘tlousanis upon thousan¢s of these Jaiaes. I dont believe‘t ati,

in all the worla ig Lﬂere a mona‘beautiful‘ ibht than tne

i l . N . . .
\millions of blue and, white ﬁ iges,some shapding ufon very .

tall slend=r steusg, that iotte ,Lha ¥ d?[‘ ;,im-thase”@arly;

4o

iay“‘h\zore the plow h&i_vﬂtxew outy ‘lae the little gzriﬂn

patches of;tne nca hmuses. :we who h s not witncbsed such &

‘ “ Lo — : ~
slght GuQ,Hber re&llg aﬁoreciaua tae Qluln snd Pre irles.

Nothing but iriei~0u1falo'wr%ﬂs and laises, with the‘ﬁtriﬂént‘

call of the, ora Ar e dog uﬁ’hu twiched hils tall on bne edve

of g burrow, wev¢ LQ nlun?ﬂinto the,danthu uocn too close
y to plung into the depbhs ug

an appr “ch of danger. How 51” hen  ”  3“ Way cE Loa

curléw ﬂl“ht be. ﬂb&Td,

1wiohle and 1lent oq the crest of a 3 24 d0g DUrrow.
ekpanse, the 11&0 of which Cannot'now\be found,

‘ | . o : N . ,
perhads 1: uieAWMOl“ world. I gtill r@uember the first night

kaut ari le c“mp, and tha)¢raorwnt saell af the cooking, -

‘ 3 : el 1 i ‘ o . i
cooked on a fire of " qu&‘o cnl?@ ; and of t*e a1ght how

tars sennei ‘to pon out oi the firazament and come zlmost
i tunce. ind how aaeny there_were”anihow

iay taa teail wouli jog‘along,fath@r,

f

~”The?e Werg‘w te loﬁeg on Ln@ ?lu1n§ tden.

of~them.y.I PbAembéP\one &ay of & herd that hag For

 SOAv reason oeeu in an Qld\@ﬁqlpsure, oﬁe 1ike;the Mexicanéz

;syili hwve out in New MGXico;?1 T can seefthose‘ ntelope now
: S LN

Jumping out of tn@b’enclosure, one right béhind the;otuarﬁ

A rargie SR AR . S Ly
and running peralel with our wagon,rani'f&tler shobting tlme

after time and never drooping & oneg of them.




EE

Thege we ST wil“'JOPde* dgzxnéiéi:%aﬁ in those days-

‘many ‘of thel. Ne‘ehoweﬁ our inexoeri erice in moving by havin@ ‘

. a tewd eom osed of a“uare cad :horse; An exaerience& MOVur'

woull never hdve ChuﬂCCi suea aﬁwombiu(tion beew use t%e ‘111

o

hOPses ould iwvuriahly try to break the Aare 100be aal irive(

1]

N

SN

Cof tme sangs lhis‘quietei

'west. We camned wn the north' gide of the Santa Fe ?ight of

v
-way that nlght-~ I was out nlcking uv Buffalo chios, storing

1 afternaon,,father callei our attention to an object h@ngiﬂ

[
v

gep‘off with thea *This very thing nap ened a fPW nl& tS .
: o Lo | % |

after this.' A couotion aress duria; the ni: 1teiga‘f&therw

5

oat uﬁ and ‘ran tae mili horse away out they oon aMc Rer! ckﬁ<

“qd no re*ief de ht’ until'thLlrbd & snot 1nt7 tLe 1e aier

i

By

thhed down Tor the ﬁl&ﬂt ‘But the
sade tiing ocduret_em sevéral odcaslonss I iont remember‘

h&viﬁ? eVer'ueeq ) Wila hohée »ufin the day time on that

trip, nor 1n,-ket during those iavs, hul the nights were mude

maseraoly bj them. " ffAﬂ ' "th_

\ 0

A I8

We struck tie @nté Fe railro d a little west of G&Pden

>

CLty,Kmn>ae‘ Lt co ould no have oeeq ,br ~i1dn five m1ies ;H“

estio;'tue ]i t e town. There. I eaw MJ fir5u train. To iy
chil 1sa mingd tuv train, whiua was ‘nulnuei & bauble thy grey

S Y

seemed to.be going in T éiréle “ih the edge of R4

h

often Wondered just What ave me this impression. cQ thoug ht
. ®

perh&pe the'track‘mzﬁe a 01rcle at th@t Dldoe but @ince then

) cy \‘ .

1 have A@de arn 1nsmection just te satiefy myself on the score

AN

but the trac¢s run directly through the Town due east and

taei in & gunney sack for the fiwes. Th&t is one thing that
has not ch&nbel the least 1n the lmst forty years=~ the gunuey

sack: they 'R jnet tmc Sm

me to- ay as the one I was using

that evening on the oli Santa Fe,‘when the Tirgt freight

train I ever saw came puffing and coughing by on its way to

. the west. It fr igntenei me so that I droppe&,the sack anﬁ )
beat it at top speed to mother. That has been forty years

ago and lt is still one of the most interesting sights of thisi,ii
life. to me to witness a long freight train crawling majestic~'

ally ‘across the prairiea. , . j, ) _’ a

;
'

The next day we. took our way westward down the old Santa

Fé trail. The following 1ay after that in the middle of thef

‘:‘,_c}’@nsid«erable aistanoe m ”fr*ont‘ of




e AT : 7=

I remember that already a great number of buzzards were ,
circliné slowly about in that vicinity. When we reached 1t T
for the Santa Fe railroad ran right along by the side of
. the ol4d Santd Fe trail westward from Dodge City for a
- congilerdble iistance over 1nto Colorado, we Touni that It
wag an Indian. It wag & grawgome sight indeed, the toes -
ani fiﬁgers had been cut off and were stuffed in the mouth,
and hu body was liMALVﬁ‘with bulleta. We learned afterwards
that 1t was Roman Noge, mlnatwi shinf »® the nlains Indlians,
Just what Teive, I have forgotten, if in fact, I ever knew.
He and his band had ralded ) cara&an,killed all the people
and burned everything pﬁ, a8 %g?: theilr habit. It was relatéd
~ to us that the Indians had taken the little children by the
heels and knocked their brains out over the wégon wheels. A
- benk of cow boys set ouf in pursuit and a short distance
fro«.the‘spot where were found the Indian hanging to the_.
. telegraph pole, had comeuupgn.the baﬁd of indians and killed
several,wounding and Subséquently capturing their leader,

with .the result we had witnessed. Roman Nose was a noted

warrior in those days, there may have been nore than one by

that’ name, for but recently I saw en account my one whom I
conglder an authority upon such things, which stated that he
had been killed in 1776, almost ten years prior to the event‘
I have just relateq, Thinking perhsps 1t was a typographical
}érror, I called upon the author, and together we séarched

the records and it bore out the article published as to that
date. However, we learned during the research that there

£or

was another called Roman Nose, not so noted, who had been .
killed in a skirmish by cow boys in about 1885, So it is

barely possible that the story related to ﬁs maj have been
true. ‘

,TheAQestruction of,the caravans and moVers;was ﬁot‘as
frequent, however, as one might be led to bélieve by reading -
this - Eérative, for the two/here relateﬁ were more than a
year aparts but neither were such occurances at all 1nfrequant
I, of course, was too young to realize the ianber, in fact 1t

- was such & part of the 1life 1in those fur away pla ces then,

that if Z'had reallzei T would heve soaephad 1 iw'but

[T

_.natural. 1. ﬁever h:d known of any =safer nlaces. thcn those 1n S
which we hnﬂ liveﬁ anﬂ were then trnvelling. : RN



if 1
ha i indeed struck we,without doubt L woull have been killed

Our journey ended at Yendall Kansas, then theiéounty
seat of Hamilton County. There we made our home and father
went ihto the cattle businessf iany of those whom he had
known back in Barhar'éounty, wereﬁeither out there or came
later and at” this tlme one who mal the move t5 that counﬁry-
in tnose daysy is still living near %’r‘cuse Kansas, he was
an uncle of my mother,Clum Mills. As before tated Kendall

was the county. seat. I remenber that a vgry bitter county

—

seat fight took Oldce bvtween the to rival towns perhaps in

*

1886.° I reumeaber. hearin the amen Tolks talking about the
citizens of-%?rgcuse comin@~ﬁown to take the records. A

.

remark that hos always stiick in my mewmory '"they are coming

down and have guns with b rrels as big as stove pipes". My

youn? n*ni drdnk tuat plece of inforamstion in t> its full.’

-

I bOUli 1mubine tnoae puns, alt noubh thie remark was but an

'exag%ration necullar to the peonle of that'time and place.

The oli stone houses, bullt by g .= Pnfllsh centleman, ob
; ) J G- 18 . ’

401

u14~V‘“j nortuwe t corner of Yendall, in which we lived,are
still sbanﬂing and one L@uring on the Sanﬁe Fe tr 11 to" dmf;

Pusses rignt by the houses adi/ﬁany,ﬂtop and.lunch in the

al

shade of & grove of Jigantic Cobton ¥ood trees, just east of

these old stone bulliings™ trees set out by my wother nearly
- . - - ’ B

forty years ago.
‘ o
I dont mow whether it is true to=-ilay or not, but aw of

the opinlon that 1t 1€, but in those days that was one of

PRI

Lhe greatest Ilights for the migrutofy fowls of the alwe, of
any ﬁlace I heve ever seen €% heard about. In bthe syring
aardl - zain in the\fall, the geese and ducks would nags over
that section by tie thbusﬁnds~ A1l ﬁay‘bne«COuli gee theil

winging thelr way in great {loecks, and all night long one

P
s o

could hear the incegs.mt calling oi tle W1l3 peese.. I

readeabsr & shot meMe hy Johnny P, Jonss, luter a Unitesd
N ’ rd

de o

States Jarshall in Okw»aax cnd e Triend of our Tamlly,’

[

~

of & wild poose that was the talk of the entire countrys I
was stendlng watchliy hia ghoot en’ & lone goose caile .
i

P

w1agiL5 out of the north wii he ralsed his rifle wnd fired

snd the goose_seeﬂed to take o direct dive for tie »lace

. . : . ’
where T was stondinge It fell clmost at ay feet, and




e it\weibhe¢ as. mu h or ne @flf'so mS T ﬁia ani a
. ol

-

awful velocity I trléa to ca fry it home but coultent n\a‘l

RN

do 1t ~upl mr. JOnes laugningly shoulaerei 1t ani carri@d

it to‘uur llouse f)r mes T 1ouna out*lrom a hearty meal off

~. )

; 'tpat Wild‘goose,‘that wild goose isg & migntj cathartia.’

F&fhér~was‘a gr(iu te laWJer,ﬁaxd oaenea up & 1aw office:‘

in Kenaall,rtogethsr wlth hig" c@ttle busln@ss and a 1iveryf f
1stable whica he‘ulso ovneds> He Was a01nb Wi 11 in,&i;fliheé’
t?ifshortly beuume ﬂ rather biwfuun 1n o  \ ‘, ,{

Dmstiny was, ageinst hiﬁ in this, however, Tor in January; I

1866, _hét country:&nd the west ¢ ener“11y
”Waé*Viéitéi byLdﬁe“ofjthé worst blizzardsuever‘nxoerienceﬁ
iniany»séétighfof tdé,coﬁntfy. \Thé 6ii tiﬁmra out there
will j?t tell you el %ie breat 'blizz ra '86" 'Cattle byf
he thou ani perishe The Sant» Fe. rLLlroad hud a ooarﬁ

N - w
- féhce,&ldh‘ both uiJes of ite ‘right af wayx wni it io an‘”

established fact and T Wltneugea it, ‘that theycattle af that

region ixivai wiuh the storm until they caue in con roct

*Pdittei the others to iﬁift over and flnally COﬂb to rest

1m Jeath at the- southern fence;”Tno&e lOthed on he south

™

s

81ie o& thé‘icnoe ¢fiftei aWay,\thouacnlu D2 ishei dni the

//ff- baluicc Arifted for into . tha Punhwnil of Texds mﬂ& we St*fn f

Oilaaomd lerriuory» dany were ﬁ@VuT reoovbfed.V In’th t

ol
btoru my fe thmr lost everjfhinb exuept the mortowbe on the

cattle. That took him many ysars to uy out. I saw fourte@nl,V
iegd bodlep ol'menfwho hwu froz»n to death in th&t storm

]&id out in ,b@?‘building‘

of Kénﬁall @m\twaaﬂiéfg'J'

slde Ly slde on saw horses. Mothsr AQ? I s]ept be tw en two

R ‘ ;v’feathefjbed 1adt‘hi»ht.' Ho& froze to ieath runnlnb abe
| o | , i

the streets o7 ‘the town. Lmth*P w&'@wn Coaliiuu,Kk,

Color do,‘it waS~“i nt noar the line oi the two JtuL“S, west
bzr@euae,‘tnab night, E;Abpnc U the cre on some 1 a%,aiﬁ

. : | . SR
,business- He caught & ride hous on =5 the untL“m of & £now . -

o \JIVWO Ii}'

o

‘hig gtmoles q& horse lot




. N -10;‘ ’\ € A
of hls house. ; P
P “ N o~ A . - ' ‘ * I
I recall = trip. teken fm those *arlj days to Goloraio
. : ‘ S

.

Sorings, s=nd of course to the Gurden ol the Gods. We drove

" through the Garden in bugples, dnd we climbed from the”
"Helf wey house" to the top of Pikes Peak. The greatest

¢ B . - .

tt Lon that»l“saw in thosd® days in that viclinlty o= the —

‘trout Uool of dr. Peluer, L fevro—i e, at hig palgtial

holle werkel—e called the Eijb. The trout woul.d come up to

e

the surface of the prol for. tie crums ﬁhrown to them, &nd_

U
<
ot
[}

+
e
®
ot
o

anotte

ad slde

o
(

cslowly turn thelr sirlpped ond

light, much ©o ny i=li zht and saveement. ;

-

We moved buck bo Ledicine Lodge in 1887. We dldent use e
the covered wagon on the bock trlp however, bub eumployed ti

3

s " Banta Te. We lived in town end father'practice& his pr fesgs- T
ion. Granifathier Mills still naintained his ca,t.tlké.', ranch -
west of wedﬁcine, but~haivmbvn&hhis family; for the benefit
' of‘the school’s into the Cltj. Those were‘t?e ays’ ”“eéw
errykgimpson, the‘ uKl“&S oocrafes was én ﬂgéting every |

L1

inch of the 5r0und o hi@ way bo the Jongress OL bhe Unltei,

s 7

with Chester T, Lonu; 1Ut .+ o become o senator” of

states Slupeson liv 1 just across the Streat\from ug. I remea-
fother and he starting out one mor nlrb,sn & cwﬁaulun trip.

As I reaeabesr it,fansas 5, even in those lays at l@&st tnat

-

s ‘ - N N - S o . -
iv was ary;wnevertnelass I do recall Very &lStlnCtly’mw~g;ﬁ

brown Jugs, sto“o 4 cirerully uw»y KRXERE
X und.r the seat ol tie buok-board. A ouok” ourd, one might RS

“ rec ull W

wh%i gt Tliin“ Vehi le o7 the btiumes,

It was ¢ nstructei,on springs between the f>3ﬂt a:a\rear

®

wh °1S of stou&,nwrrow bOeris, fubtenci to ethur wi¢a Sueel th

tles, so thabt.it Uovg Lop*‘ & Wquv otion ss 1t ran over

es in the focbﬂ_sn« ﬁu_ Mw WM MWM‘

, bhie uneven plac
' —t Nuary Audirelo

; Judge J.DA . Jennings, the father of Al Jemnlngs, was ,‘7
d $ N - : , : ; P P
living in lledicine Lodge at that time. T rememoer tﬂat a

. P
.

bank of the town W 8 robve¢ one ¢ay and & ?ogge WE S Lordca

N

ey

and took in aLt@r the robbnrs. Th@y were captured out in- -
thes cea@r brea k3 8ol ne 4i utuncc southwest ol ile %1ﬁine Lod&q.

Al Jennings-was the hero of ‘that occasion. ”heﬁ ‘the posse&

- cae up with the robbers, they fcund they had riﬁdmn into-

\a_cul de Ba a ravine that had no outlet d;he posse. rode




'fﬁ;  ;»;;,;;‘*\;4*;11511’ IR

L S

upon them befofé they realized 1t, and’ totally unintention-"‘

 a11y, too. £1's horse ran away with him in ‘the confus&on

that insued whsn_Lhﬁ_rnbbens-mane_ceme—a@eﬁ aﬂd d(sheﬁ |
madly tow&rd the robberso The bdlance of the posse hwd "// ,f;5
. notﬂ;ng to 40 but follow, axi the robbors gave up without
a Bhot belng fired. Al never told“about the horse having
run awaj with him until’ more than & Quartaw ot A century

laters\ These robbzrs, thore were seven of them, were taken

back to Medicine Lodge. In the robbery of . the bank a man, (

- PN

e

the cashier I bel 1eve, by the naﬂe of Stockshill was killed.

The seven men captured were taken out and hangeﬂ %o a big
elm tree that stoo&,on & little creek just west of the town.v
I saw the seven hanging there, and hearﬁ the people say that
the tree would most certainly aie. ‘It didy I understand,_

- many years afterw@rds,ééﬁi cannot say whether the good folks
could corelate the aeata with the hanging or not. But there : N
was a great dzal of talk about the hanging. It was openly o
rstated that themgen Wanted to- talk an&“that promlnent men
‘of the town hastened their executione . It was claimed by many

vthat 1f the men had been allowed to talk the- nramlnentx

zgns woubt have ‘been imnlic ted anl p>rhaos shown to be the

. master minds of ‘the robbery, which was pluiﬂel to have been

a nut up lob. Yhockstill, i seemns was/not 1n on the frame

up, but was expected to be out of town ab the time ?1 the

ocourance. Home*“ he falled to Teave and was 1n the bank adl

........

) N
S .

stertel Lo jyfe maglatone: ol s shot LY
Medicine Lodge, like all the nrominent western towns
~of that time had the reputation of being a tough plaee. and
I ﬁwve no ioubL 1t was;\The atron5 Hotel the princiOal ) f?,f‘

hOwt@le of the county, Was said to h ive been a murder pi¥3 ? 

house. It was TumOfGﬁ ~hout that bLhere were 1lvers undsrground
mﬁtfﬂts ant secret chambars, and *Hq+fmany guaéts of thg,
qotﬁl iisumnearel and were never afterwarﬂs ‘heard of. I
‘reMLmoer & nuabsr oi boys'wn¢ myself nl@ 5ng own the r;ﬁl‘
fOchi Lrack oo dayy and z;yne«otﬁ; o ’wmr* fhot ol quzaured SRR e o
T Lo an Lhe'bﬂﬁké o?,@uiicine Creek, came,runniné

. bacx to where we were and reported that a dead man was in l

o the Or“rk ani that he kept bobbin* up anﬂ down. Of course

we all ran ﬂway fnom that pla yground and some- reported

mry&to~their parenﬁs

TSure enough a man wa




Tf,j e found down in the creek with sacks of sand tied to his feet;
i ;The sack about his neck or shoulﬂers hagd’ come loose and the _?5
Meurrent of the stream\raisei the body up every so often and
:1t was this that had attr%cted the attention of the boys wha e?
first founﬂ the body. _Every one sald that the mnnAhdd been
kilied‘in the°S£fong hotel and conveyed by thekunderground,; S
paesage way to the very bank of the creek dnd there eunk
in the gtream with the sand bags tied about 1t. However

nothing was ever hone about it and so ‘far as I know the;ixfc |
A‘body was never 1dgntifisd, v ’ N
e In 1888 we took a trip down to Gainsville Texas, on. the
«Sante Fe through the Territory. I remember I lost my little‘

overcoat at a place that 1s now Guthrie Oklahoma. Father

was restless,;l.eupmose, and was looking out a loeation. I

remember Gainsville as the muidiest place that could well

‘be imagined. Perhaps 1 was impressed with this idea more by

reason of the dryness of the countyy where 1. ‘had always

lived. However, the memory still dwells th_t Gainsville is

Y

kkthe muddiest spot on earth.:~ » ,
' There was great talk fellowinv this trin ‘about th Te

‘tory being opened up to white seftlers» The bi cattle men of

- dwenas
that sectlon.wae resisting manfully, but a man they called

Captain Payne was boinr about the southern portion of Kansas; ‘§

holdlnU meetinﬁe and” ma&inb e?eeches. e hﬂﬂ wreat nulnt 5

canvasses with‘hie plcture, and tne plcturss of numberless
covered wabons, and oeople going into a country peautiful

in green grass. and fine etreams mnd tall trees. I was very
anxious to see the trees, for in our trin to Gdinsville

we had passed through that eortion of the t rritory that W&s “

wooded durin‘ the nlbht tlme, bOuh cominw and Poinb, and I

had never seen a tree, exceot cotton woods and elms and &

-

few scnuh>cedare or juniperrbuehes. It wasent long after‘eQ
this until I hearda fﬂther“redorting to my mother that the
‘Territory was actually boinz to ‘be - onened. They began to mame’
rareparatlons Tor the occasion. It was d»cided that no run

' oo e pade
oy shouli be umde, afterA & trin down to Calfiwell Kansus,(where

‘we found thousun ls of Deople encamped awaiting the ooeningyf

~j‘but that father wouli 80 down on. the Santa Fe train, thet,
wab averti” %J

as going to run into the new counury,and eak




e

?ather Wwas lW&Ju fortun@te aboud Umh uhanS'“ﬂQf"q

Vthaquae town lot. ne staked' out was in the middle of a

 Hother mrt&¢ward5'made gome very p@rtinent reunarks aboUt~my;,

o o . o, L I

father's judvment in such wmatters. There was much stillness’ -

- . - . . » : \ : "\ “'T\ i}
cand v%“y'l$ ule “conversation about the Cutlip home [or some

~Sbilme afterwaris.

-

Ruﬁi@oing“baék to\Calﬁwell,«mai Hunnewell ani other of

i

those m011u£ towng, that BX] srienced & short livea 3rosmerityfj

f}@ni aeeumu§&%s& a populutlon never. to be forgotuen‘ ifen dnﬂ
women, fumi les; every conuievaole xind of a vehicleﬁgaust
»flying Jﬂlu& ws olou&s, tumble weeds r01¢1n5 one @iter the
Hkuﬁcfglnjiﬂﬂg thg new country, exoitement,'jahbemin@ algost
N - - p

ipcoherent orn =1l sidoge Stern faced- wen frul women jookeyln%

~Tor wiventageous positions on hhe line. Rlue»ulai

S

L

I pecall ons out- fit there that day that 1s tprVal

‘of the OCcasion. a stern hard facei 1on 'woman, 1n f libht

et e

~wagon to which was hlach@ﬁ thesotrang@gt 1ookinv tean I

heve ever deen in ny 1ife~\Ifshoulﬂ rather say the worst

‘matched team.,They were mul@ﬁ; one‘w&s a vary

on tze left, flee bitten oor and scrawny while tue one onl

the Pibhu ﬁ&s a nag mificent @ﬁxmal ) DOOQ oimtﬁen amomrds in

-~ helghth., The Namon was cove réﬁ an¢ pmnb ﬁnﬁ wash-tubs, I had

never Séen g0 uany, o hung on f) the feed box at tbe b@ck

of tLlc\\v%Oﬂ’ & ”’iwntlc w.ber cask adorned the ,rirrht side

. and on the~lelv\qi”e vas fied not\sb Vary secuwoly'if ‘ﬂcmed
. J ~ ‘ ) ‘
to me, svades, o UQOIL plow, a pltcn fork dn¢ vur .ous Obhvrw

o - such elee&ehts. THO wonaﬁ u&t stpﬂnlj in the /eat oi the

-wagon and jUﬁt before the J1ot Cﬂrpi fhat waD & signal for

“the atavt of ths run she drove. henQdeon fight into$lin9
ovzr & little old ﬁan'ani & boy in & »Jrino wagon. The Dpig
muls Just naturéllyvpuShea’the little olﬁ gent‘eman ang hisf‘
. -~ E o

Wagon across tlekline and out Qf the womanvg wavy “Just’asmgtj

Tar cs one oul ‘S'e frou east to west were literally

[¢]
5]
jau]
it
s
iy
o8
<G
=
0
1y
<
i
s
L

,tdou“'“%; Offﬁﬁoplk‘a\? horses snd .aules. en on

N

horse bcc? with o complete camplng outfit stra p ed onto tmeif“

Absut &ll one can rm;ombﬂr of tle'run hOWever,

horses, .

algreat &uSt clou&(d“” & multiu of voices, and ﬁhe sk



-

B Well”the first ?aﬂ@’of n-w gho3s -Lhe t I haﬂ after movinb into

g R -
Iﬂ 189”” ﬁ;;éﬁ‘tokVinb 15L§r O{lwh@ﬂd, Noin' info
th t bawd on tap‘fifst Roo % Tel %:1 Daasenser tfalﬂ rin into\ﬁ}i
tqn 1 . Ths aonths tlut\xﬁllOWEQ were 11£flcult oneé?i%;"'"
ek w1tavw100 N0 wag o Vefy\rich 4&h in 1986' I re,ﬁhfir VerV ;

o«

OklahOaa. In tho:e days the G»Vernment'iseuei ‘ratlons,‘to

4

the Oheyenne anid Arapahoe Indilans. These rations n)ﬂSLSted“

of blankets, shoes,iiffergnt:artidles‘of clothing,, hi v rlou

e

kinds of T od stuff. So far ~8.the c“oth 1z wnd shoes %ere

concernel these the Indliansg sold . off Tor aboutb Whatever toey -«

. ° ) : i Lo -
were able to get fow~tne¢.vﬁn& 1'+hese "ratlon peddlers .
cexe to our houe in Klnbfl sher and mother wes able to purchase

vhoes (O”‘the brogan type ) for t7thJ' ive oentu.‘

They were to@\”M¢1« for me but T wenapge to get Ehen on and'ﬁ3

Weua';nem. I ully believe*that I'Wﬁs prcuier of th&t p“iff;

coood thirtykﬂive* eﬁts snoes tn@n any O,def\;uiﬂ Y H‘VL uvbr "

£

dosgessed. T femegber getting out a.d walkin& ﬁrbualy up dad .

ﬁown the board walks than ran-in front ol where we 1;ved.‘We,

just

out’ in the

were not the onlmﬁpo r 3eoole

er’y :me Wi

saae LiK~  Crei;t at the stores, ‘i *hings of that kini,
cntirelyrmut oi tue question, and 1t is no exagy tion to
state th@t soue txges we were forced to go with mighty bllm

meals, Pather, however, managed to see that attenled the

P

"pay,school” which requlred the expenditure,qﬁua dollur a

_month for iy tuition. A Miss Lee tought the scﬁbol,

After tne settl res hod manﬁhei to get in a crop and

harvest it times loosened up considerable,'ani in & year or

L ] .
two‘we were enablei to move inta 8 better hoae ~and event-
% ,

qally,bought one. Kin@fisher waa 1ocatei not aore than dé
‘diile and h lL froa the Cheyenne and Ava Ohoe reservution line.

And in 180? that countrv o~enod uoikhe Whlte settler, nd*fff

0
remeuber anothe? Such & run- as the one oi 1889 exceﬂt Oﬂ 8

much smaller scale. Fathbr rmn int@ that counury toc, He érf~

rmmovex hls shoe¢ and raceﬁ aCPOSq tne prairia barefooted, N

w

he ani unothe”’ an by the naue of Cumﬂings, race neeck and

neck beating the p nles foP a considerable diqt@nce, to an

e

111’1\4 * F(':,Lth(’




15w

~

‘manner,'and father had his hard won race for nothing.~ @he ;°g7;;m;

next ovening was into thé Cherokee Strip 1n 1805 Father 4id

o

not make the run into that country, but, Was an official in
tho lmnﬂ OLfiCG 2t Enld. I ‘dont reseaber that wind mctuallj

blew a gale all the time in western Oklahoma‘in‘thosé ﬂays,
1]

; . u . o
buU I do recall that at each of the '"runs or "onenings as .
. .

theJ were called & K@ritaole géle was blowiné; and the iust'

was flyinﬁ in :louds. As a mabter of facﬁ',reaching/bACK*in

wy memory to recall tne demeanor of those uen and people of
that tlme, it seeus that these ”openlnvﬂ ﬁﬁﬁfreally in Lae

w . -
nature of picnic‘for the peonle, Thev looke1 for“arl to then

and enjoye i theu gust as much as the neonle db a rodeo, to= ig
\S L . And they .would talk uout the iiff@rert runs &n& the thingﬁ
N th%t‘ogcurei to them‘anﬂAabout-them for many weeks afterb'

| ward® A great by?word in Oklahoma territory in thoﬁe days : fw
was:‘"QK! Joelrheré'é your mule. | I‘never could unke out - ‘;y
where that muls came in, but whenever two '8Qers'®ame in:
hailinv“ﬂistance of" each other they inv ri<hlj yollna-"ohx

o A

Joe, here' s Jour @ule. - S

The neighborinu Indians were as yet pretty ‘wivas
iays of 89 and "0, and mnany rumnors that the Indiens were on

_ the'%gr path, would'thrill the oiti7enship, and Sbmetimes

preéau%ion of nla 01n) piCketu aboub the ﬂown was thought
necessaryt HoWever,'nothing of the kind ever was thre dﬂi&d
. . in fact. A garrison of soldiers was statidned at Kingfisher
| for a long tlue after we moved there. In the very early dap
the soldiers were abhout fhe only law there was, untll the
veople brganizéi their different local vovernments, ity ani

- Ed

county. So fur a8 I am able to reqemoer tﬂere was very

FRR

1ittle law ViolaJlon; however{ not nearly”eo”much‘as there
- is in these ‘iays. But then, there were not nearly so many , >

Y . peoule,:ai not nearly so many laws. One of the firat 1aﬁs

that was passei or at least enforced, was & prohibition -

e

> " . " ) 7‘. &“ N . £ . 4
against wearing "concealed weapons', That law is st1ll on .

the statute hooks of Ckluliome,but “uS been enlarged, of

courge by, drovislons cgainst "carrying" tﬁbm &t all, Ln thdse»

C’

early days it Wasﬂnot.&gainst‘tha law to ﬂcVL & pl tol on’
your personi;bUt it,was’necessa v that you weer 1t 30 thwt

the world at lerge could see it..It was gene rully aurrléd
n;¢~“0&0b&r@ a‘ttd@ﬂed to a. belt. mverj one cnrriea a gun,

i o




.

reare  up to thet tlae on the bald

ampng‘the'trees,,aniagaze with o good dgal of Tear snd sus™

) ol ’ ' ] . ’ ‘ E ‘ N .
, horns. iieqa waere seve al narties 1in tpwn who wade 1t & bug- o

‘ness of nolisghing themfup so bhat they 1$ﬁ*“ﬂ0‘ end selling

thaﬁﬁcaqtunlty maae not -a 1ig

had the steel srrow hoads stockling in the bones. And 1t was .

'alonU w1th the wind. A +nr 80 Jonb o tilme the “farners beéan

running at such a sveedl that when they caue in contact with

would .

of us

e "16n i . iy e ed Ve
/ A 2 o )
! Co J : S

Saloons end ;;aolln“ houses ran wide opens Honkatonfks or.

dance halls 3id a,gao& businesg, - Pﬂm all uo>unus. “

Ringfisher 1o situated in i th@rforkc waere Kinufl sher
Creer and St. John' reek join. These.litt e streans wereg

-

1imed with what copeared to e then as i nl.icentitr@es.Ana

1t was a source of the keengst delight to we who hed “heen -

prairies Lo rauble around -

Qn

» k] w s . .

alclon 1nntne the thickets »f walt-a~-blt thorns.
- ’ - . 4 - - £ S . o
There was & great domand, in those daye, for bulfalo

-

i " . - A ————

-~ ~ .. o
the.u Tor orna.ents f r Lne homos, &8 well ag racks &nd hooks .

4]

Lo heng thinQS‘on. The hOPlu‘iﬂ } eir natural state were *@ry
P N N ‘ : )
rough, like in a measure,'Jae nide of an . alibotor. this ﬂ“rt

ol the horn was cut BWAY and then & Systém of cuttin» dOWn
by means of gcra ping Tlth&br ken glasb tnok ﬂlnce, aftcr»

hS ) > o
\

wards souwe sort of~qolish was sdninletered. The bhoys of -

and bulf&l@ oIS . qu nle inn ~efe”movéreﬁ, in those doys, .

Coge

with bones. &3 L ulge noetly buffalo bonesg, Tor &X {
/ : ._W— : - . g " . g

recall that hundreﬂs of Dbdnes that i picked up then still

Ly

not uncomion to {ind & flint arroWheai : sticking in = bones

It was so coawon ~lac e that we never thought auch ebout it

L ] e el
thien, but to-day 1t W& be & SOUFG@'O%
could disoley such = relic, o -

such curlosity if one

One of the preatesgt » la@%ur‘s we bhoys expsrienced was ez

t;king.waoaen-barrél,hQOps opt onton the prairie and starting
. . *—[ t‘ o ‘ " : ¥ R e
thea to runninq with fne winﬂ. Thﬁ" would run for diles

to out up wire fences,’ani_l*h&ve”Seen those WQoden hoops

wire fenée tuey would bounce hack, and uuny tlﬂeb Jump
4 N

. i ,,.../ ‘\
coianletely over the fence, tnd continue on tnelr qu. The

e

tulble weed wag another source of amuseuent. We cwulﬂ thlnk

up all kinds of gansg, gen ’“71j uessing as to whmt the Weed‘

it ﬁoulﬁ aton. Or we would ns e one icr each:i”

et on to which one

S ¢



N

!point. T e e T

- A DA

Lame Bull an Left Hand, twO\iﬂﬁortant'ohiefa dﬁwthe

-

‘&raphoes livei but a'bhowt W&JS vest of Kinflsnur and were
very oLten in town. lhey‘were always £ SO&T%@’OL Wonler to @
 bOysv meu ?ull Was\ori inu]]y T%@ ﬂull but in the fight
Witﬂ\HenneSy ( near, where thw town of Hennesy is *o'iay aﬂﬂ
Which,Was;naﬁed after-the man‘) he.réceivea,a wound f %rwhigh

he ever afterwards limped, a3 came to be known sstame Bull.

Fennesy was 8 scout anﬁ at the time of ‘the- fight in Wﬂlch he

and all of his C)mrades Were uaosucred -he was ha ulinf su@vlles “fﬁ

’ﬂa'*k””éggthe Unltei ota{es army near what 1is now bt Sill from o
Caldwell Kansas. It was afterwards reported that the Os@gés L
prompted the nrgpéhoes ;o &ttack the wagon train; tellinb them :’!V
that it was tnevintention oi the White‘heople to’ tdke the . j-,f*
supplies to the soldlers 80 that a canbaign GOULA be carried
on agalnst the Arapahoes &Hﬂ their neighbora, tng Gheyenqea

T h&ve seen the Arapahoes eni Gheyennés in their Ghost

dances and have seen them dance out ‘Lhe fire. Lame Bull waa

une bn v nf nhem ~1? ~han 1{ came +s5 danciny out ‘he fire-

This dance was ﬁone upon hot*eoaiﬁ and the Iﬁﬁiﬁﬁ 

“danced uoon them. The oblect being of course to show wnich had

the greatest indurance, and also to dﬂnce out the fire«

Whenever ) celebratﬁon was ha 14 in Kin@fisher the Indians were.

i el

always on hand usuully dressed in Jth a breech-clout or

)

loin cloth‘ The people never seen to tire of* looking at them, |

although they were on;the streets of the town practlcally~ ‘

" every day. These Indlans were a very fihe looking people,
much étrongef; better bullt, uen that any’oﬁher Indians,I
v
have ever lived among. Tha? had the arrogant far away look

of the Arab with high cheek bones, long ‘black hair,hé&ed f?

beaks, and black eyes well set in their heads. Thej imvar~'>v‘

lably road *helr pontes Wituout sadiles. Soaetimes one woulif e

have a blanket Stfaﬁﬁed over the poni@s bgck- Thej were - fine ﬁ

horsemea,'too.‘ T have seen thbm run their ho“ses at b”odk

& -

necﬁ speed, hwnoln" on wlth one hani and a.heel, while pio%*«“%

ing objects off the” groun¢. They were highly moral,,so far
as the Bexes were ooncernei, and in the Jedr% that i live¢_j“~

among.them ‘wn¢ in f .ch lurlnU the thifty five yoaws I have T



that waye

fbdomea,;aai the 01uizelshiv J1oute1 ani canmnon crakers Poarw
ed” ‘It had heard thabt the capitol of, ne territory st to ve

'roaovei LPO& Gutniie Cglehona, to 'i nglisher. As-a\matter“oﬁy\»

rewove the capltol to ’id@fl:her, but Governnr'bteel veuoed
° - - © ol - .

. ¢

iugfisher had a,big; .elebration one ni“ht, tn@ aavils

fact~the terrytori&l COunoil or le lzture hc% votei to‘v‘

e

the bill. It 1

needlses to “elmte thht fow nights alter”

wards. tLe e;stwh 1é~happ, citizenﬁhlﬁ h&nneﬁ the Dovnmor* in

efﬁigy. It 1113n‘\ﬁeeﬁ to hurt the governor, uowvver, Lor
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