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Address at Higto:ical) Bociety Nov. 1&th,1838.
Biltmore Hotel, Oklahoma City,Oklahoma.

| “3139° the £4rs foruation of human scoiety man's history and e«
ugag?plishmenﬁa 3£ man have been of great interest to those who
cam; afiéf for t¥0 rsasonsy first; because tha average of us

allew our 1@31:1&1:10“ to go bacgk to ths heart throbe, the joys

and laughter and thé hesrtaches, triale and tribulations of those
twha have passec into histery, and seconit because the more thought=
ful of us recognise the history of man to he exparience and we
sccept 1% as such and apply it to our prceent day affairs.

Apd 80, even with us who have lived much of the history of Cklammm
.the past 1571utercsttng, the bringing to recolleotion the ti&el w
':’iava lived thraﬁgh-and besn & part of is intriguing. |
- xg\and’ugyn,the higtory of this etate ie properly wrlttanti will
be a'romané;{ The e ére 80 many different parte, so yany differans
histories within the whole and differdng selnsagutaéilx;“ehat it
w11l not remd 1ike the history of a state, but the history of many
states.

e

From the far northwestern strip, forfeited by Texas to tl domands 7|

e

of slavery; 159 miles longand 34} miles wide and known in the olden
days as "Ho Man'g Land" or officially as the "Publie Land S¥ip*
where from 1830 until Pebruary 8th, 1889, no coun'ry, no atse or
no territory had jurisdiction; where men who sought refuge there
were a8 free from the laws vengence as if in the darkest part of
Afrioa and where the cattlemen of the old west endeavored to
aeltablish a2 commzn's state, where 8 citizenship gethered who

demanded of the congress of the United States recognition for
38,000 people, after they had formed a povernment, eleoted of ficexs
and designuted s represent-tive in the Qongress; where the desy
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snd the antelops played and where the buffale roamed im countless
thousan: @i whore the prairie dog and the rattlesnaks and the little
owl iived at peace with each other &ni whera the ald time outlaw
found refuge from the pursuimg mershall; where the Ohorokee demanded
and reciaved an iOutlet’ t0 the Buffalo grounds wesat of the 100th
mﬂd&u 2ad whiok was the last of the places where homes were
available to the paople of the United S¢ates to the faraway
uouthaantern portion of the Agate, peoplo’\‘by the Cpnoctaws atdven
{rom the ‘homes in ligssisasiopd and brought ok from their soj ourn |
in the depibs of Texas and whichBossts the first 4f of the permenent
settlements of this common wealth; Oxlezhoma can tell & taleof

dntreigeing interest to the world.

But mot only that, turning to old “Oresr® county which usil 1896
Whlonged to Tezas and in which thoussands of people had gathered,
builded their cities,tskem up their homes, sstablished their gourss
formed their govaramsnt, paid their taxes to Tex=s and were satiaef fed
enqd contented in the belief that they owned their property md were
gecure in thoii government only to wake up on & day in 1806 te fibd
they were homeless, their ocities without foundationm, then' govcmnt
without stavility and their courts and court proccedings a anlufr tu

‘the far northesstern domain where the On-rokee had been banished '

from bis native land in the eest; shere the Ridges and John Ross
faught for supremecy; where the greas Sequaysh lived éﬁiﬁ lémdd

and finally left; wherse old Ft. Gibaon, the gzteway to thd Territo ries
was found/in 18347?.2 which came many of the celebraties of thlas
country as army officers and writers and where the early day soldior
of the far southwest strutted and bragged and talked of war and
wonmen's love and paaéd which flowed the murky waters of the Arksngas

Wp which steamed the rivaer boats ladem with supplies and sym sna
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They came rrom ail seosions, thay came from all lande; with stern
set faces, with hops and foar, with etrong determination and resclve;
self sufficient, resourceful, unfearful; adveRturous men snd women-
strong men and women; they came. And there were no friends to grest
them, no one to cheer them on. But tgg;;walcomedyghe genial sky and
ths generous éarthf?gcttled down, unslung the ol play, ran a few
furrows and built them a sod shanty and eut?:heor resourcefulness
became independent of all the world. Thay wexre not presty men sand
women, they did not have 8oft hands, but they hed strong hearis.

They did not have fine mamners, but they were generous ané hospitatle.
They did mot bulld fins homes dbut the respectabllity within mads them
palaces for civilization. They were leather faced and stern of eye

and as rugged as the kna¥led juniper that twists ite trunk on the

wind ewept slopes of New Mexioo. They told the truth and made no

debts and lived within their means. They asked no man's aid but they
granted succor to the needy and unfortunate wherevsr they were found.
They raised their children in the Grece of God nﬁd $aught them to l¥e
by the aoldia Rule. They applauded riteousness and dispised hypooraoy.
They did mot think it disgraceful to be useful and were not afraid df
work. Every man and woman was a preducer, self sufficient, & salvation
thn1.4ﬁ332§§¥?’%nay were the salt of earxth, God bless them, they |
were pioneers. They have gone, the most ¢f them, but they left their
imprint upon & future state. No marble shaft has besn erected to
coumemorate their lives, they needed none, for their groatness lives
in the character of their children. They laid the founi.tion fr the
greatncss of & future state. They wrote a history that will 1w
forever in this great nation of ours and be of consuming interest

to every men. The first great run followed by others; the Pottawatomie,
Sac and Pox, Cheyenne and Ayapeho and the Oherokee Strip. The simple

tallbig & geralshed $ale.

:\l,al
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And into the 1snd of the Gperokee, the Choctaw, the Chickasaw,
the Orsek and the Seminole pushed the white man sseking homes 2and
writtng history.
' And then demsnds began to be wade upon the Oongrass for Statehcod,
for local sovargignity. But the vast Indian ponulation must bs heard
from fromwtha'%nﬁt.-taan the Indian Territory side; their disposition
mist be learned. Sg the Ssate of Sequayah was pronosed by farsighted
men and an elsction waz had, A majority sought statehool for the
Indian Tarritory alone. Rxt The concress wag oold %o such vropossl
but the eastern side had rone on record for state soversignity end
statehood for Cklshoma wae inedvitable. And it came. Neligates to
a constitutionsl convention were seleoted. They met in Guthrie. They
contrived a constitution that the wise heads 0f other plages proclaimed
[} 'uoastroaity;} but 4t hec gserved our needs well and many $ims has
vendicated the segacity and foresightedness of those who 1818 the keel
of this ship of 8¢tate.

Aod then on November the 18th,1907, just twenty elight years ago this
day a new stoate was born into the Union of S¢etes. A new star was
added t0 the banner of lihberty. Oklahoma became a state,

What hae been its record, its echelvements, its contributicm to ﬁhi'
sistarhood of states in the twenty eight years that heve a6 e iftly
flown? Let us 29e!

Re found a faw steaggling schocl houses in old Oklzhoma Territory
and & few ¥issionary schoolsg 2nd subsarintion snterprises in the

Indian Territory 2nd hava tuilded » school aystem that iz » credit

A

to any stete in this Union or to any nation of the world. The little

P

red school house, the log structure, the sod symposium and the ;g E

P
AR

out school have given place to suhatantial structurss where convsnisnae

and comfory is at the maximum; sanitation and cleanliness hawe besn



euphasiged; great busses carry our children to the country sd ool
and heat snd cheer enhance the facilities for learning. %e haw
‘everything to be proud of in this r-specs.

Rzilroads and tine highways traverse the state from caet t0 west
*nd from north to south &nd into the ro:etest corners of Oxlamua,
fher® the oxwain creaked and the cover »agon rumbled over +4he- :
troils and the rutted wagon roads of yore gravel snd concrate
enables the present day aitizen, or the turiste from other sidtes,
to traverse the state in a cday. Where the bafore atatshood citigen
wendecd his way on horese back,finding his way Ly the high nlaces and
promintories ior guides, the present dasy citirens finds a glist ening
ribbon of concrets or grsvel that p-rmits him to accomplish in an
hour shat it took days to de twenty elght years ego. We have progress-
ed &n this resmect.

ipere the dusty and unpaved village oncs stood fine citiesreny
thelir proud heads of brick and stone in every saotion of the Bttto.'

@raat‘elovafors touch the aky on every hand to hqpae the praucts
Lo e,

of our soil and the hum of machinery in 8ill angd
be heard on evary hand.

02%8l2 and sheap and horses and ewine dot the hills and the mnsdows
{rom the panhainile to Idabel; lumber snd coel, lead 2nd ring md the
glistening asphalt are produced in abundance snd the concrets plants
gend their dust to the sky and their products to evsry psrt of the
nation.

Agrioulture stands 2t the head ol the clesss and our broom cora,ouy
cotton and wheat furnish the garkets of the world. | y
e mﬁ»‘w{
Our oll fields render their golden harvest and ssnd their pro@uctt/\
iato every port of the earth. |
We could o on int-rmndbly, bdut these are materisl, comm rioial

things.
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But what cof our citizenship? Hae it been true, has it kept the
£2i%hj with those ola pioneers who laid the foundation for our
tooomﬁlishmentl.

Ko finer, higher, braver citizenship dwells within any state or
principality of this earth. The ghosta of those who have gone before
oan but approve in this raap2cte.

¥nhen tie great mar came and our boys were called they answered
in strength from every part of our state. ¥any of thenm lie *Over
There® $hat civilization &nd our treditions might be preaerved. Kany
of them returned nome with the highest honors for thair‘labcrc.
Deocoretions &nd citntionc bhave bveen muny and well merited. But they
fought not for gloryy or conquest or spoils but for higher ideé s and
they did not come back demorslised bui eunnobled, prepérsd to moke
28 good soldiers in time of peace as wary.

it would oe unjuet and disorininating to refar by name t¢ any one
or more of our statesmen who have received high acolaim in the natiom
and the state. But their accomplishments have beon grest and thiaxr
abilities recognized. There are thoas among us who have seyved &n
the cab%cto of tne chief Executive of thess United 3tates. Spme of
our jurists whc have ocoupied positions in the highest courts of the
'~ 1and with honor and ability. lisny of our business men and lawy ors
have been called to the highest places in business ol the country.

, %e have no comnlaint ae to our citigenshlp or iis accomplishments
but whet o7 the culture and have we given anything to the world?

A woman of this state is tue presideat of the world'g orgenization
of womens “Confederated Clubs.” Thet spsaks well for our women.

Our artiste have sent their pictures to0 hang in the halls of the

aighty in diifferent parts of the world.
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Cur poets heve bstn recognized by the greatest pubiications of the ™
leed and we have given t0 the world one of the most exheuative
biogranhiegs of modera literstiure-Ths Raven. Our writers heve m»ceived
accl;in in every cepartuant from fiction to science.

%e have civen to the world of sports the greateet &thlete of all
f}moe, Jim Thorpe, & native son.

we have given to the world the Firet to circumnavigete the globe
in an airplane, first as 2 meuwber of # teem and then as & Lone Esgle,
Filey rost. He has, for Okl=homas, written on the pages of history
for all time to come- the Nagsllon of the air.

And last we bave given to the world Will Rogers,the everyulars
beloved cowboy vhilosopher and humorist. The Benj. Franklin of
modern times,.The best beloved, the moet cherished the most missed
of any livim, man within the last nnnﬁredfﬁig his guaint writiogs
he did the thinkiang for millions of pecople-~ and thelr thinking wae
sound. in his pictures he filled the earth with chucklse aand clean
thoughts. On the radio he mede the peoole lsugh z2nd ory and love
his generous comradship more. Apd in bis charities he helped those
who will never know.

Bal Oxlehows given to the world nothing more than the l2st two

great names mentioned above the peoples of the world would be under
lasting obligations.

We believe we c2n be justly proud of Oklehoms's eccoeplishients
in every line end in every way. Hore we have performed in twedty
eight years the supreme mericle of modern oivilization. Here princely
cities have spruny up liks magiocjour producte reach every port of s
éalath; our glorious men and women bave reached the hearts and conacience
of the world and our citizenship is oapable of proaucling more and more.

The transition has been a remanao}owitt, amazing and contimmese,
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And now e hava paaf?ﬁ; %0 you the memoriss of the past and
are ataniion~s upon the thrssholcd of the future. And thinking of
those things we hsve just related e ask ourselves: whet of the
fatuM? %311 it be a8 Full as the years thet have flown? And
we oan Rafely say that it will. It is dependent uvon you andégr
aad upon our children. Go it 1s incumbent upon us all to instill
fatouthe minde of our children those high ideals, those principles
offteousness whioh mske for good citizenship. Shuning over
indulgence, teaching discipline, bullding character. And an w
g0 elong fé must not forget to inculcate induutrz;for nothiug
worth while in 211 thie world was ever accomplished without wo rk.
The road is short to evarything we fear but it is loag and tire-
aome to the things“%gg%ﬁﬁéﬁ%fj. In tha homo and at the firenie
are the ﬁg;ghéa of the future. ie wmust not fail.

Good night and God bless you and msy havpinzss and contentment
abide with you all.

C. Guy Cutlp
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