gTime and the prevention of crime has changed during theﬂhistor& of
the human race. Not long since in many countries it was not a brime;
to avenge a seeming injustice. This geve rize to family feuds. Also |

it some countries it is no crim= to do away with the aged and )

decrepid, the hopelessly déseased, it becomes z filial duty to

destroy such. Perhaps there is some sense and justice in sughﬁaqtian»~ve§
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Polysndry or manifold merrisge was and still is practiced in many

countries as is canibalism with general approval. Religeous setiment
elevated into heineous c¢rimes blasphemy, heresy, sacrilege,sorcery
witchcraft ahd even'science when it ran counter to the accepféd
dogmas of the church. Offenses multiply'when peoprle gather into
conmunities, pretention and emvy there take their foll in crimes
against property. The law of the strongest where the weak ﬁent to-
the wall; aufhority, whether of the master of of the government
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of.the mony was resisted; andtthis raststande constituted crime.
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8¢ we find that crime is somewhat like the moral code, not universally
éstablished, for what is immoral or unmozdl in xmmumxxx one country
is highiy moral in esnother. It is the essence of the majority of
thought and conception of what is right or wrong. But there are
fundamental crimes,acts that it tskes no law of man to pronounce
wrong and criminal. And it is to the prevention of these that we
are asked to direct. The enactment of = law does not within itself
make a certain act a crimg, it ics simply the imposing of the will e
of the majority. |

The combat with crime was lonz waged with cruelty. Extreme
penalties were provided in the nature of 2 sort of vengence =nd
retaliation. Theharshness of those 0ld penal codes makes a8 more

ehlightened people shudder at the attrocities perpetrated in the

name of law. It was the custom to hang or decazpitate, or otherwise

take 1ife in some more or less barbarous fashion. Victims were



put to death by breaking on the wheel, by torture, burnings at the
stake, by dismemberment and by flaying or boiling in oil. The

0ld chinese had 2 penalty of burying a man in the earth,all but

his head, then stuffing him with green rice, and pauring water into
his mouth so that the rice swelled and burst the very vitals ofthe
victim. These were the original ideas of riddance, of checking
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‘\ ¢f1ié;M;itA§§§ have had his deterrenfwféctor,aﬁﬁt nevertheless it

was heiheously barbambous, =znd could not withstand the enlightenment

of the human race. Gradually the m=thods changed, it was and became

no longer a means of retaliastion and revenge. The law encompassed a
larger mission than to coerce criminals and force him to mend his

ways. But no very great progress has been made in this direction.

It is a momentous question, crime prevention. But the better thought
finds that crime prevention must take place when the subject is of an
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more and more particular attention to the yoﬁth of the l=2nd.

It is no rank assgrtion to make that the germ of crime universally
is pr~sent in mankind, ever ready to show and grow uncer conditions
favorable to its corowth. Chilﬁren show criminal t-ndencies in their
earliest years., They exhibit evil trzits and tendencies such as
anger, resentment,mendacity, and are often selfish, greedy and ready
to steal and secrete properties and things'at the first ovpertunity.

?Happily the fatal consequences’that would otherwise become terrible
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of mentel process such as prudence, reflection and a sense of moral
responsibility, and these things are‘uniVGrsally assisted and
sustained by removal of tempyation. Ang we are led to deduce that in
proportion to this develbpment being prevented or stifled, either
owing t0 » natuzal brain defect or by lack of proper education and

training, to the same extent is cfiminal mindedness prospered and

advanced. Q



In thé lower strata of socliety this tendency is lergely iﬁcreésed
by the conditions of life. The growth of criminals is greatly.
stimulated by undernurishment,moral and pﬁysical unhealth and
disease and vice. A,d always there is the menace of heridity and
‘e;ample. The offspring of criminals are often impelled to follow
G the-feotateps bf“mé‘“"crmm‘“’“hu*m‘em*ny JeTective parent by = =
the natural impishness and'imitativeness. The seed bein~ sown in a q
hotbed rhere it finds suitable soil.and immediétely takes root and
flourishes. Crime finds its greatest nourishment from three

very decided mental processes; malace, acquisitiveness and lust.
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. Statiétics combiled in Englsand shows these three dominant factors
of crime classified 2s follows:

Orimes of melace, 15% | e
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Crim-s of Greed  75%
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Orim-s of lust 10k

. Thére can be no doubt of the fact that 2 step in the right
directing has‘been taken by an act of the last legislature, although é
a sort of thieving sentiment hes grown up among us that will bitterly
combat the thought,.find that is the stirilization of mental defectives
and habitual criminal. Some‘willjcontend that as to criminsls it is
unusal punishment,ae prescribad by th-constitution. But the medical

,'fraternity, by its advancement, has mafe this contention falacious.
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ﬁﬂw“M“*wvff'new Timpty prevents “the propogetion-of euch mentelities 2rd in no-— ?~*%ﬂ
manner =°fects the subject in his everyday life. It is humane and
clearly @ step in the right direction. It must be surrounded, of

E'. course, by such restrictions as will prevent a too universal use
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cuiminating in injustice.
But there gr-atest preventive of crime is in the home, the greatest
factor is the good and true mother, followed closely by the schools

the churches and the sunday schools.
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