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Lack of Courageous Leader-
ship Blamed for What Op-
ponents See as Debacle of
Hoover Administration
Within Its First
Two Years

By Clande G. Bowers

Auttior of “Jetferson and HamiHon—The Strug-
gle for Democracy,” “The Tragle Era." &e.

ILDOM If ever has an opposition party

S snywhere had such an opportunity™for

& successtul aggressive fight on the party

in power as that which comes to the Demo-

eratic Party to-day.

Our governmental system means party gave
ernment, and experience hns shown ihat
reprogentative democracy functions best through
parties. Under party government the party
in power must be held to & strict accountabiilty
by the party of the oppostblon, Thus the
party of the oppcsition 18 as essential to making
good government possible as the party in power,

‘When the opposite perty s slert and prone
aggressively to take full advantage of .every
failure or blunder of the party in power, the
latter is compelled to measure up to lts
responsibiliies or pay the penalty i defeat.
‘Where the opposition i3 apologetic and timid
there 1 mo real check on those.in power; and
such an opposition party forfeiks public respect
and sbandons the field,

Never in the memory of living man has eny
Administration 8o completely collapsed within
less than two years of its installation as that
of Mr. Hoover. The lack of courageous leader-
ship, the tragic ddirtn of constructive states-
manship and a puzzling indlfference to public
opinion has brought It dangerously near to
Ppopular disrespect, ‘Thus far there is not one

t act of
%0, its credit. lts promises have been repidie
ated in its acts.. Its remedies for serious con-
v dittons-have signaily faied- Tn’ thes midss B2 %
en economic crisls 1t has seemingly suffered

& paralytic stroke,

Tariff Payment
Of Slush Loan

‘Thus its Farm Relief Law, which was known
to be economlcelly unsound, and by many
thought to be but an insincere gesture, has
Tefused to function. The bankrupt farmers
are confranted by falling prices despite the
governmental gambling on an economlc fallacy,
and the Administration has practlcally pro-
This
failure is mot necessarlly a repudiation of a
Pledge;
eepactty,

It 1s quite different With the fariff. Here
Wo were promised a limited reviston and we
have been given the most extortionate and pro-
hibitive tarift act in history.
unsclentitio,

clsimed the mockery of its own remedy.

1 may mean merely the lack of

1t 1s notoriously

It 18 violative of economic prin-

ciples. Tt Is destructive of our foreign markets,

It 1a hurtful to industry. It robs the consumer
While the

of our best customers oversees.

Oppoted by a thousand leading economists,
denounced by the major portlon of the press,
Drotested by more than thirty nations whose
markets sre necessary to our prosperity, re
nounced by manufacturers and merchants, 1t
was Written {n secret at fhe dictation of a few
powertul contributors to s campaign slush fund.
1t is Mr. Grundy’s ‘bill, so notoriously dishonest
that the Administration whip, with sl that
implies of patronage, was sble to muster a
bare majority for its passage.

Morally Indefensible, its enactment in the
face of & popular denunciation is more alarming
from the intellectusl side. The “delivery of
the goods” Dald for, as Mr. Grundy implied,
in campaign slush funds, 13 Dot so startling—
1t has been done before, Long ago Woodrow
Wilson described thls process in hls story of
the priming of the pump. But never before has
there been such stupidity in inviting the hos-
ity of the nations whose markets are neces-
sary to the disposal of our surplus In factories
end fielgs,

The Farm Relie? Law snd the Tariff Act,
ons s fallure snd the other destructive—and
what eles? Nothing positive yet, but en un-
mistakeble Indication of at least indifferemce
toward the exploitation of ihe peopla in an
evident sympathy with the program of the
power combines and with unregulated monopoly.

Choose to Ignore
Unemployment

4nd all this, too, In the midst of & business
depression more serious and deep seated than
any the Nation has known in a generation,
Through unprecedented press agenting we had
been led to belleve that Mr. Hoover was made
for “just such a crisia, Just why an engineer
or promoter should necessarily be & great econo-

mist, business man or statesman has mever

Brllhant Work of National
Committee Held to Have
Prepared . Party for an
‘Aggressive Fight on Re-
publican  Policies- 3
and Failures

send men to Montans to wage & relentisss War .
on Senator Walsh. It fa o be an aggressive
war, And why? Because he exposed the scouns
drelism of the ofl deals? Because he brought
about the restitution of the Nation's stolen
goods? Because he foroed an exposs of  the
methods of the power combines that seek the
exploitation of the Nation? Thai 1s the resson,
but 1t Wikl uot be the Yeason given. But under
the circumstances would 1t not ba grotesqué
were they permltted to assume the -aggressive?
If the Democracy Isils to Tight an aggresxive
‘battle for Walsh and fails to put the snemy on
the defensive from the start it should go into
4 court of morsl bankruptcy and apply fof'a
. Tecelver. -

Party Shows
New Viger

Of course an opposition party ‘exnnat —
attack—t must stand for something. Many
years ago, after a decade of mere. opposition
amid the debris of dead iumes, Valitndingham
advanced his progrsm which came to be:known
s the New Departure. After all, 1t ealled for
nothing more. than going back to the old Jef-
fersonisn princlples and applying them sggree:
sively to the then existing problems. The sug-
gention was acclaimed, and adoptad, and in four
years Tilden was elected—and oduated out.

Never sincs Jefferson's tims have condltions
#0 called for the application of hi principles to
existing problems as now. The conegntration of
- power, the disregard of the sovereigmsighte oI
Btates, ihe trend toward unregulated mimopoly,
the saturnalia of privilege thet picks tha’ pogke
ots of the peoply, the transfer of the power 16
tax to the President, the threat. to our !mn
trade; b ut "o thede,

‘been quite vlexu-, but We are assured that the
% wtigh o AL

of our economic structure, would know precisely

how to make the machine work. He has falled,
and Indeed has failed seriously to try,

Assuming tbe Impossibility of making the
machine work by some magle known only to
engineers, 1t might have heen expected that
the Administration would face the tragic facts
of unemployment and proposs some method
of amelioration. With millions out of employ=
ment, nothing has been done. Other nations
meet this human problem—we have not.

Rather has the Administration devoted its
jngenulty to belittling the problem—a problem
that means the Want of bread and shelter for
millions of human belngs. It sneered at
Senator Wagner's unemployment measures, and
when they passed the Senste With practieal
unanimity It was the fotces of the Administra=
tion that hopelessly emasculated them in the
House.

Vicious legistatt i i legisl

the. evils that they knew rathst than tey A

W SR DI Ry of 1
One wes. that the Republican Party Is "E]s”
only party it to govern” and that the Demd-
racy was lacking in the qualities of construetifs
statesmanship. It was a rather stupld theods,
in view of the ot don

“With millionsoif of eriplaymenit, nothing has been done”

have changed and the policy of the party In

power has éome epece to & majority the uther party powertully inirenched,
SHUE E;ﬂuuczune‘n vTx"a m“g‘n RS Trneil i AT poweriontis st Sobgy o Wy

the fiuanciers who must collect upon thelr
Toans.
Tuls the opportunity, and it hes not been

natlon before the Civil War, It ¢ould be dix-
proved, however, only by new experlenc&—-lud
then came Woodrow Wilson,

Never since the first Administration In nxe
formative days have s0 many progressive afd
constructive measures &f a high order ban:
written into law as during the peace Adminis-
tration of Mr, Wilson. In less than tbe time
that has elapsed since the inauguration of Mr.
Hoover, Democratic statesmanship had reviesd
the tariff without a scandal and given to the
service of business that suprems act of
structtve genlus, the Federal Reserve System.;

Since more constructive measures of an abfd.
Ing sort were written fnto law during the first

timidity in administration—depression in busl-
nese—and Inditference to the sufferlngs of the
Jobless—such the record,

Never has s party of the opposition had such
an opportunlty for an aggressive fight, It had
less of an opportunity twenty years ago and
made the most of it by taking the offensive.
There ls a remarkable analogy to be found in
the first two years of Mr. Taft and the first
twa yesrs of Mr. Hoover, Neither had heen
tralned in the traditlonal school of American
politics and both were held up by fheorists
23 a superlor type for that reason.

Mz, Taft called an extra soasion Immedintely,
end so did Mr. Hoover,

Mr. Taft called the extra sesslon to deal with
the tariff, as did Mr, Hoover,

Mr, Taft wanted a revision downward, and
his party made 1t upward; Mr, Hoover wanted
& limited revision, and his party made it an
unlimited revislon upward,

Mr, Taft abandoned his positlon under the
Pressure of the reactionsries, and so did Mz,
Hoover.

Mr. Taft found a powertul group of insurgent
Republican Senators arrayed against his Ad-
ministration, and Mr. Hoover has found an
insurgent group, more numerous and powerful,

Mr. Teft vaguely promised to do something
through a Tarif Board, and so does Mr, Hoover.

Mr. Tatt went over to the logrollers, bag
and baggage, and made his famous speech at

" Winona. He at least had coursge. Mz, Hoover,
silent himself in the consciousness of his tnde-
fensible position, had sent members of hiy
Cabinet 10 humerous “Winonas.”

The Congressional elections in 1910 swept
the opposition Inte power In the House, and
i Temulns to be seen Whether the analogy i
o continue.

Never hes- the Democracy been In better
position for taking the aggressive. For gener-
atfons, no matter how bad the Administration
of the party in power, ths public has been
influenced by two venerable hoaxes to suffer

of Wilson than In the fourteen

years of Tatt, Hardlng, Coolidge and Hoover,

the hosx ahout Democratic incapacity is dead.
The other was that a I

by poor or, dema-
€08 The Democracy has happily pltched Its
fight upon & higher plane, During the extra
session of 1914, when the Democeatic Tarlif Act
‘was being framed and debated, redulting in un-
certainty in business, & deliborate atiempt was
made to precipitate 8 panic. The partisan press
of the then opposition party headimed sensa-
tionally every announcement of a reduction in
the forcos of factories, however amail. It was
because of thls partiman attempt to create
Dhnic that Woodrow Wilson Insisted after the
passage of the Tarift BIl thai Congress remain
in ssssion and push through the Federal Re-
serve Act without vacation. He made this clear
In & lefter to Senaior Kern, then Democratic
lender In the Senate.
It i signifioant of betier sportsmanship that
the pressat opposition party and press struci

tlon means hard times and a Republican Ad-
ministration means “prosperlty ¢ home and
prestige abroad.” Well, we have serious depres-
slon st home now, and that prestige abrdad
which reached Its greatest heights in the divs
of Wilson was never lower than it 15 to-day.
That hoex is dead.

And thers was snother dlsndnnhgn uzider
which the opposition party labored—the feeling
that business fares bettet under a Republiéan
than under a Democratic regime, 'This referimq
to the tariff. But this Was befors we had
become 8n exporting Nation whoss mighty in-
dustries require foreign markets to keep -our
furnace fires aglow; and ‘befors we had becoms
the greatest creditor Nation on the earth. Times

not .one note guring the critical days
after the market crash when anything might
hrve happencd,
" By the same token, the opposition party re-
fused to stoop to the round robin methods of
Henty Osbot Lodge against the Lesgue of Na-
tions in a petty epirit of refaliation egainst
Mr. Hoover'’s London Treaty. Jouett Bhouse,
the Acting Chalrman, was abls to declars that
“during the whole treaty tight there wes mob
issued from the committes one wobd of oppo-
sitfon or one statement that might have tended
o destroy the Work of the London Conferance.”
Thus the opportunity 1s uncompromised by
putrid aportmanship or cheap demagogy.

But how taks of the ?

firat time the Democracy, out of power, with
has

It asked no quarter and i gave none. when
Jefferson led 1t against the Federalists and when
Jackson led 1t against the Whigs.

The favorite fallacy of the defeatiste and the
apologists is that this is “a Republicsn coun-
try” and that the oppesition can hope to win
only on suffersnce; that there must be no
attacks on Republican policles, principles or.
leadership since Fepublican votes are needed.
The answer is that if all Republicans are setis-
fied with their party's principles, pollcles or
leadership they. cannot be betrayed Into leaving
thelr party by a kiss. -

Manifestly there is a great block of {ntense
partisans in both parties that would under no
circumatances vots with the opposition, Thess
cannot be reached even with a caress,

But fa it true that the overshelming majority
of the American people are partisana of this
sort? So remote i this from the truth that
almost 50 per cent. of eligible voters do not
vote et all, These can vote whenever they will.
They can detcrmine an election whenever they
wish,

Only Aggressive "
Attack Will Win

Many of them will. vote if they can be sroused
t0 & reslization of the mesning of the problems
of the hour, Most of them fail to vote because
‘they can see nothing in an election hut a sham
baitle between two forces thav mean about the
same thing-—and this of no interest to them,
No inroads can be made on them by a eampaign
intended to create the tmpresston that the two
parties have everything in comrmon—mostly &
common appetite for office,

Nor 18 1t true that all who customarily vote

By waging an apologetic fight? This fa not the
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the ticket are intense Republican
partisans. Among those who awell the usual
msjorities are many who, seefng llttie dilference
in the two parties, vote with the party .in power
from babit; and very mhny more who &re fnde-
pendent thinkers and who did lesve the Repub-
lican Party to vote for Cleveland and Wilson.
‘Thers are more of thess independents now than
ever before; but these cannol be Impressed
with an opposition party which so fears the
annoyance of the dyed-In-the-wool partissn of
the paxty in power that it Is afrald to sssume
‘the offensive in a fight.

No one can believe in a men who does not
belteve in himeelf; and 1o ons can believe in &
party that does mot intensely helleve in the'
righteousness of its cause,

Least of all 1s one gotng to follow &n oppo-
sition party in an attack upon a strongly forti-
Tled position, maintained by men who use battie
axes, if the sttacking party is armed only with
perfumed ping-pong rackets, Of course an
offensive attack upon the party In power wili
e Tesented by those of the party Who suppdrt
it through thick and thin and believe it beyond
criticlsm. But those within, and yet not reaily
of, the party, who resent conditions and poli-
cles, will not resent vigorous attacks upon them,

‘Ths strength of the party in power for fifty
years has been & certain afrogance of opinion, &
cocksureness of judgment and the vigor of its
blows, To-illustrate: it s snnounced that the

and party in power is going to

- of equal righte for all, leas buresuarsry and.”

Y
and more, party-leaders should be able, wtomm-

late a constructive and protective pr y

But more than & change In pokcies s nood.d -

—-we need & chagge In the point of vigw. Uinder
the sordidiy materlalistic’ con xpt ot uu atate”
“duriag You Tk Aoewsle. waha
brushing ssids the:fundamentald otithe Nuton
ulth. ‘The old Fedsrsl theory sk tm wthte i
above and beyond the masees of the pegple his
been reasserted by word and deet

Tt was not a mere siip of' rhettic: that mmn
President Hoover asy not Jong g0 in.s formal:
address that; the state "is not coogsrned with'
the individual.” He meant 1t He hai forgotten.
ihat the Tatification of the Constitutfon war
conditioned on the promised incorporation-of &
il of righte—for the hemefls of the individual.
‘The very exstence of the Magns Cherta of
human rights ls & rebuke to the m‘ﬂmt'l
startling statement—and s refutatiod;

It 13 because of this worship ‘ol “material -
power, this contempt for the Individuwl, thet
human greed for ten Yests hat besn” actorded

> with

Human Tights have been subordinated .to un=
‘bridied appetite beca) of this, “The country
swarms with & vast army of governtental
snoopers and spies because of 1t The centrafi-
zatton of power and the encroachments on tha
soverelgn rights of States and comxunities
hurrles on because ‘of this.  Privilege s pers. ~
mitted to sit In on the secret framing of.fariff
tax lnws because of it. And becausé of 1t thers
18 more cynicism, scepticism, and contempt for
government among the men I the street—fiist
Individuals—than ever before,

To restore popular coufldence tn the purposs
of government io serve all the peopls’ is the
misslon of the perty now In oppoaltion; Not.
Just & change in parties, but s changs in the
polnt of view, A changs that means less agrdid.
materialism and more of the humanities IH.
government, less privilegs for the tew and 4more.

more democracy.

A century snd & nalt sgo Jefterson eid that
the way.to Judge of the heppiness of the pecpis
1s to go out into the country and look into
the pots in the Ifireplaces of the peasints,
That was another Way of eaying that’' the
prosperity of a nation must be determined by
the condition of the average man and ‘woman,

‘Thix service to the average Ioan -is not radie
callsm but conservatism—it s the ops and omly.
remedy for the increasing restlessnesa and doubt.
as to the efficacy of the Government of Wakh-
tngton,. Lincoln. and Wilson .1a ‘protecting the
rights of the people. ' When Nicholas Murrsy
Butler ssld recently that the bett way 20 come
bat Communism and aubveraive doctrines is
to clesn our own nouse, he uncovaciouslyl,
pointed io the opportuaity llld alssion of ﬁ!‘ A
Democratic Party.

But the enunciation of & program wiil nv)
sutfice—It must be aggressively urged and the
policies of the ‘party in Ppower aggremively
attacked. There is every reason why the party
in ‘power should ba put on the defénaive and
Xept thers. The Democracy, desplie 1 oppor
tunities, Will not be presented with power on
a siiver platter because it is polite and con-
siderate to the foe. It wWill have 6. Yoroe, the
fighting, 3

Never has it bheen n & bnm pom]amtor

. an aggresstve fight since the days of Javkson,
For the {itst time in meny years ita Nationul
Committee has been functioning steadily; full
steam shead. Its publicity has been painil
to the party in'power because 1t has Been pre.
pated after meticulous investigations: - Ha
nrsenal ia Tull. Its leadership in the House aad..’
Senate has been sound and wise. It 15 pres
pared to take the aggressive from now on, o

But to win 1t must force the Agning-patiy
without apology. .




The Airport Proposition

Do you understand the Airport Proposition?

Do you know 1if the Prapusition carvies the suoney voted
for a park and playground will be spent for an airport?

Do you know this propesed site s between 54 and 6 miles
northeast of the Wewoka Creek hridge.  That it is 1} miles
east of the end of the present concrete pavement leading north

out of Wewoka; that there is not a tree on the proposed site

“to be used by said city as a public park for the convenience of
the public and as a place of amusement and recreation for the
residents of the city of Wewoka.”

Do you know whether the city is acquiring the mineral rights
to this land? Do you know this land recently sold for $37.00
per acre and at the time of the sale all of the mineral rights
were included in the price?

Do you know that thLBﬁm‘ﬁ( people do not promise to
continue to land on the proposed site.

Are you in favor of voting bonds for a park and buying an
airport with the bonds so voted?

Are you in favor of the city asking you to buy a park
when, in truth and in fact, the city does not intend to use the
property as a park?

Pessonally, 1 am in favar of voting bonds and letting We-
woka have a municipal airport, but I am opposed to the present
proposition. 1 do not believe the city can Jawfully make an
airport out of property purchased with money voted for a recre-
ation park.

At the present time, Iown an undivided one half interest
in the land the city seeks to purchase; but whetber it is pur-
chased by the city or not does not affect me, as the property is

under an option.
J. READ MOORE.
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of attack on either shore; and since the Nicaragua
canal would shorten the distance of travel between the
Atlantic and Pacific seaboards approximately five days,
the construction of such tanal would thereby further
increase our naval strength as well as aid commerce
in the world’s trade; and, since we hold by treaty
agreement wilh Nicaragus the right construct such
canal; and, since two canals would be needed to

{ate the world's commerce, and one would be &
protection to the other against hombing planes, in
case of war, we therefore favor the construction of the
Nicaragua canal as speedily as the financial condition
of the country will permit

The Democratic party believes in u small skeleton
army, consisting of a full quola of well trained officers,
artillery, airplanes and coast defense, which require
great length of time for preparation or construction,
with the smallest possible private soldiery consistent
with safety, in time of peace, for a citizen soldiery can
always be readily organized for service, while it re-
quires years to train good officers and to construct
fortifications.

in all future wars, the Democratic party favors
conscripting both men and property for the purpose
of war.

The American people have always had the gaod
sense to support appropriations for an adequate navy,
which is more necessary now thun heretofore, because
of our great length of coast, and for the protection of
our ever growing foreign commerce, and development
and extending merchant marine.

We are proud of the achievements in the past of
the American navy, in that it destroyed the opposing
fleet in most of the wars in which we have been en-
gaged, and has never been whipped in battle.

Equal Taxation Is Objective of Party

The inferior federal courts, in passing upon ques-
tions growing out of the interstate commerce laws,
have created a “(wilight zone,” which has hampered
and restricted the states in the taxation of property
and business employed in interstate commerce within
the several states, upon equal ferms with the taxation
of property and business employed in intrastate com-
merce; thus permitting such property and business
employed in interstate commerce to escape fair and
just taxation by the states.

Therefore, it is the sense of the Democratic party
that congress should pass such legislation as wi
clarify and define the power of the states to levy equal
taxation upon the property and business employed in
both interstate and intrastate commerce within the
several states, as had been done by congress In clarify-
ing and defining the power of the states to levy taxes
upon national banks and the property of Indian tribes;
and, to that end, we favor senate bill No. 8074, (seven-
ty-second congress, first session), now pending before
the committee on finance.

In the enactment of income tax laws, we favor the
highest rates on excess salaries paid to managers and
officers of corporations to discourage them, as a just
measure in the interest of the stockholders whose just
shares of profits are too often consumed by the man-
agers of the concern to whom the citizen has entrusted

6

his surplus earnings; with a like heavy tax upon large
inheritances and corporations or persons Who may
show & net excess profit annually as a just tribute to
the public upon excess profits and monopolies. These
excess and unjust profits werc taken from the public,
and, in justice, should be returned to the public,
through taxation.

In the law governing the assessing of income tax, a
corporation should have all of its subsidiaries and hold-
ing companies considered and assessed as one concern;
and thus defeat lhe cunning effort to deprive either
state or nation of its just proportion of taxes.

Corporate Ownership of Farms Is Opposed

We believe in extending equal benefits of tariff laws
to the farmer and all producers of raw materials, as
provided for the manufacturers; we believe in a Lariff
that would equal the difference of cost at home and
abroad. Under such a tariff, monopoly can never arisc;
competition is always fostered, and the largest em-
couragement given to foreign trade. We condemn the
Republican high protective tariff, for the reason that
such tariff produces no revenue, bul Fosters monopoly,
and destroys foreign trade, and it has becn one of the
most polent contributing causes of the present panic
and of our army of unemployed.

The Democratic party praclaims, as of first im-
portance, for the bettcrment of all producers -— the
farmer, the stock grower, the fruit grower, and gar-
dener — by extending easy credit at the lowest rate
of interest, permitting them to move, hold and market
the products, and by providing sure and certain mar-
kets with living profits; and for this purpose wo re-
affirm the platform of agricultural betterment adopted
at Houston, Texas, in 1928.

The principle is ally sound to

the ownership of farm lands in small tracts by actual
farm home owners. We therefore favor legislation,
state and national, that will discourage and prevent
our farms i ly owned or controlled
by corporations; with additional provision to aid the
actual home owners to acquire homes for themselves
and families, with either abolition of or at least a limit
to a minimum the amount of ad valorem tax that may
be collected on the homes of the people. We bold that
every law, state and national, should have for its
ultimate purpose the fortitication of the home, the pro-
tection of the family, the securily of wife and mother,
that they may develop and irain up healthy children
to become sover, moral and law abiding citizens, as
the only sure guarantee of the perpetuity of the re-
public.

Speedy Bonus Payment Secn as Prosperity Aid

We favor the conservation of our natural resources
now rapidly becoming exhausted—the fertility of the
soil, the forests, oil und gas, lead, copper, and zinc,
and other minerals. For this service, we favor invok-
ing the power of “The Leagle of States,” and treaties
with the states and the federal government, defining
the duties of cach, as was done to decide the contro-
versy of the source of the waters of the Boulder dam
project, as the surest plan for the conservation of these
natiral resources, and for remuneration of enterprises,
developing these natural resources as the best way
under the constitution of the United States.

T

The Democratic party favors paying speedily the
remainder of the bonus due the veterans of the World
War, as a matter of common justice; and, further,
because these payments being paid in all parts of the
country will prove an economic betterment to all
Classes of business and enterprises in all sections of
the republic.

The Democratic party pledges to operate the gov-
ernment within the revenues, and to make payments
of the public debt as speedily as it is possible so Lo do.
The puyment of the public debt and stop increasing it
is the surest method of extinguishing the overhead,
which produces the high cost of living and increased
taxation.

We stand for the principles of Jefferson; we declare
the foregoing as of paramount importance, and we re-
affirm the party's declaration of principles in the most
rocently adopted platform, as fully and as completely
us if repeated here, as adopted in Tulsa in 1930, and in
Houston in 1928; and upon the foregoing declaration of
principles, sincerely approved, we appeal to ail Amer-
icans to unite with us upon them, and to support can-
didates only for public office who will honestly en-
deavor to carry them out.

Murray Presents His
Democratic Platform

to State Convention
of Party

Revision of Tariff, Equitable Taxation
and Installation of Scotch Banking

System Proposed

Federal Court Curb Pledged

in Document

Middle Class Faces Extinction if Present Trend
Is Followed, with Populace Divided Into
Very Rich and Very Poor, Governor Warns
in Platform.

Following is the complete text of the platform

i to the O D State
Convention Saturday, February 20, 1932 by Gov-
ernor Williom H. Murray, and adopted wnan-
imously by said Convention.




Some Pertinent Questions

Some Pertinent Questions

Q. What will it cost to build
a fire proof court house and
jail?

A, $150,000.

Q. How can the money be
raised?

A, By a bond issue for
twenty five years to be retired
each year and interest.

Q. What is the taxable value
of property in Semincle county?

A At the present time $9,780,
000.00. s

Q. On the present valuation
if the bonds are voted, what will

A. It would cost $200,000 to
replace them, and they would
have to be replaced.

Q. Could they be replaced?

A. Some of them could be.
The county clerk’s records could
be supplied to a large extent by
the abstractors.,

Q. How about the tax re-
icords?

A. No. They could not be re-
placed. The tax payer would
have to pay all taxes for which
he could not produce a receipt.

Q. How about the court re-
cords, could they be reproduc-

the additional cost be to tax|.ge

payers?

A. Eight and a half cents on
the hundred dollars valuation,
or eighty five cents on the
thousand dollars valuation.

Q. Can Seminole City win the
county seat election if called?

A. NO! It takes sixty six and
two thirds majority to remove a

A. No, indeed. And the titles
of this county would be wreck-
ed without those records to pro-
tect the farmer’s home.

Q. How about the probate re-
cords, could they?

A, No. And almost every

county seat, or six hundred and
sixty six votes out of every
thousand votes cast. Yy

Q. Has this been tried near;
here?

A. Yes, Shawnee, a city of
twenty thousand people couldn’t |
get the county seat from Te-,
cumseh with 2500. i

Q. Can this county be divided
%o as to give half to Pottawato- ‘
1ie and half to Hughes county?

A. Absolutely NO! The fixing!
of the boundaries of a county.
is censtitutional and cannot be
destroyed. Bonded indebtedness
prevents the destruction of a:
county, even if this were not]
true, and the county has a bond-
ed indebtedfiess of $280,000.00
already.

Q. Who will pay the most of
the tax in case the bonds are
voted? .

A. Non resident land owners
and the rail roads and corpor-
atiens.

Q. How much will the farm-
ers of the county pay?.

A.  On approximately $1,000,
000.00 valuation or $850.00 per
year.

Q. Why do we need a court
house and jail?

A. Because the old ones have |
served thelr best days. They
were used by the U. 8. Govern-
ment before statehood.

Q. Is that the only reason?

A. No. The records of the
county are always in danger of
fire in a wooden building, and
niight be destroyed.

Q. What would be the differ-
ence if the records were destroy-
ed?

farmer’s home depends upon
those titles. It would bank-
rupt the county, and ruin many
a home.

Q. What about the Assess-
or's records?

A. They could not be repro-
duced, and it would cost the
county a large sum to make a
re-assessment.

Q. Then why is it that peo-
ple are fighting the bond issue?

A. Some for selfish reasons,
some. for the reason that they
are misinformed, and some be-
cause they don’t want to pay
any more taxes.

Q. Wont the vaults in the |cheapest
court house protect the re
cords?

A. No. That building would the pr

A. Better build it now. Why
take the fire risk with the in-
surance so low as 814c on the
hundred dollars.

Q. TIs Seminole going to call
an election for the county seat?

A, We don’t know.

Q. If Seminole should get the
county seat would the court
house and jail be built there?

Yes.

Q. Then why should Semi-
. Tole be fighting the bond issue?
| A. We don’t know.

Q. Has the county a court-
house and jail site or grounds?

A. Yes, the town of Wewoka
gave it to the county.

Q. What will the oil wells do
for the county?

A. Increase the taxable val-
uation and decrease the amount
of tax. .

Q. Who is fighting the bond
election?

A. The people of the town
of Seminole.

Q. Why do they fight it, it
seems to be good for the entire
county?

A. No one can tell, neither
can they.

Now Mr. Voter, let us ask you
a question:

Voter:—Very Well,

Q. Are you going to vote
for the bonds or against them?

A. T AM GOING TO VOTE
FOR THEM.

Q. Don’t you fear high tax-
es ?
A. No indeed, that is the
insurance I ever
bought, and just 8i4c per year
|amounts to nothing in view of

destroy the vaults, if it burned.

Q. Are all the records kept
ia the vauits?

A. NO! Some of them are
kept in steel cabinets.

Are these steel
fire proof?

A. No they would be totally
destroyed in case of fire.

Q. What about the jail, has it
been condemned?

A. Yes, it has been condemn-
ed by the Commissioner of
Charities and Corrections In
June 1919.

Q. What would be the result
if the jail burned down with a
prisoner in it?

A. The county would have to
pay big damages for the injury
and loss of life, which would be
an additional tax to pay.

Q. Is it better to build the
court house and jail now, or

cabinets

|wait?

My titles are m *
danger and I am going to vote
for my own protection. The re-
cords mean more to me than
where they shall be locatea.
The county seat is secondary,
protection for the records, 1s
the paramount issue. YOU BET
I WILL VOTE FOR THE
BOND. Every man who uses his
best judgment in my neighbor-
hood will do so. Don’t have any
fear about the bonds, they, will
carry, and then if they helve a
county seat fight, we e¢an tm-
Imediately gettle that questlon
and start building the court
house and jail, because it will
take sixty days before the attor-
ney general of the state can
pass on the bonds. OH! we are
all for the bonds. I is the only
safe thing, as we see It.

Campaign Committee for the
Bonds.




Fundauwentals

New issues arise and old issues perish, but the fun-
damental doctrine of the Democratic party must ever
remain one and the same today, as when these prin-
ciples gave it birth— belief in written comstitutional
government of three departments—legislative, execu-
Live and judicial; equal and co-ordinate, to the emd
that we may ever remain a government of laws, and
not a government of men— Such laws to bear equaliy
upon all without regard to class or class distinction—
such government never to be too weak for the strong
nor too strong for the weak. We believe in a perpetual
union of indestructible states and in local seif-govern-
ment in fullest measure consistent with general public
order and stability.

The d of Jefferson, the nationalism of
Jackson, the progressive economic betterment of Wil-
son and Bryan, and the liberty of Lincoln, linked with
the safeguards to the pecple, and limitafions of gov-
ernment, under the federal and state constitutions,
which constitutions and all amendments thereto, we
pledge to enforce, is the pledge of the Democratic
party for the future of America,

All citizens of the republic—Catholic or Protestant,
Jew or Gentile, pagan or persons of any or no belief,
whatever be the race; rich or poor, of high or low
estate, are under the same obligations to and are en-
titled to the equal protection of the laws and of the
tmpartial rights of the constitution. The poor and weak
are always, and are now, the subject of special care
and solicitude of government.

The constitution, being the fundamental law—the
sober second thought of the people- designed by them
to establish orderly, efficient government; to define the
powers of public officials, and to restrain themselves
in moments of passion; and all amendments thereto,
have been brought forward at the instance of the
people of the several states, and adopted, free from
fanaticism or party rancor: We hold that other
changes of the constitution or amendments adopted or
repealed should come from the people, and receive
sanction by the states or people, without party
coercion.

The Democratic party is, as its name implies, a
party of the people, to serve the whole of humanity.
It stands equally opposed to the cormorant and the
commune, opposed alike to those on one side Wwho
want a few to own everything as well as those on the
other who want no one to own anything. It stands for
an equitable division of created wealth, under fair
competition, regulated by just laws, restraining un-
scrupulous intellectual cunning and corrupt combinsa-
tions of capital and wealth.

We favor rigid honesty, economy, and efficiency

in government, state and natfonal.
Wo believe in peace, commerce and honest
i ip with all nutions ing alliance

with none,

We helieve in industrial and social justice.

We believe in the equality of economle oppor-
tunity.

We helieve that this country should be in the
future, a5 in the past, “The Land of Opportunity,”
unfettcred by privilege and unshackled by me-
nopoly.
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We believe that Jess taxes, more trade, and no
trusts arc essential alike to the emancipation and
to the prosperity of tho undor privileged massos.

Taramount Issues

We declare the paramount questions of the hour to
be to provide for the unemployed; for the security of
old age against hardships and poverty; and the eco-
nomic betterment of the great middle class, now
threatened with bankruptcy and extermination, which
if continued, would mean the erection in this fair land
the social system of the old world, with but two
classes -the rich and the very poor- -and, once poor,
always poor, with no hope of advancement—social,
finaneial, or political.

In such a society, the rise of another Lincoln would
be impossible. Personal and political liberty would
perish, with economic enslavernent of common hu-
manity, and a political structure of the corrupt com-
bination of corporate capital and wealth, supported
and fostered by the abuse of the equity powers of
courts Lhrough injunction, until the republic ultimately
should becotme a veritable “government by injunction,”
enforced by marshals and military power, destroy en-
tirely the rights of common humanity to those consti-
tutional guaraniees of freedom of speech, of action,
and of thoughl, often recently perpetrated by the in.
ferior federal courts against the laboring man in bis
just demands for fair freatment and a living wage.

The restoration of the great middle class, wo de-
clare, must cowme through extending credit and bank-
ing privileges to the producers who operate the farm,
the field, pasture, forest, and mines; to independent
merchants; to the small manufacturers, and little
enterprises; Lo cease fosteting stock and grain gam-
bling and the speculator, who “neither sow nor reap,”
nor add one cent of wealth to the nation, nor employ
labor. ‘To this end, we declare for the repeal of the 10
per cent tax, passed in 1875 by a congress serving bond
bolders and the speculators of Wall Street, and which
tax drove out of existence the Scotch agricultural
banks which had served so well the producers of ihe
land since the formative period of the government,
from 1780 down to 1875.

No Bankers Wanted on Federal Bank Board

We favor provision for the installation of the
Scotch banking system for the producers and for the
little manufacturer and commercial man; and in the
interest of a growing foreign commerce, the placing
on the federal banking board of the federal reserve
system no banker, and substituting therefor qualified
men in the fields of manufacture, transportation, pro-
duction and marketing, as the first step toward the
employment of labor.

We condemn the system of issuing bills of credit,
bank notes, or currency based on debts, public or pri-
vate, as & failure, in that it cannot be the measure for
needed extra currency; and we favor basing banking
notes or currency onl the product or article of value
which made exfra currency necessary as the true
measure of needed extra currency and as sound in
principle, in that it represents the exchange value of
one product,in exchange with another,

We hold that since congress, under the constitution,
is authorized to coin money, that it is the duty of the
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government o coin both gold and silver in suflicient
quantity to meet the regular or normal demands of
comuerce and business; and in widfurther of the
farmer and independent business mun; that we declare
for tax reform, slate and national, based upon the
ability to pay and the service of government received,
through a gradualed income tax system; for economy
in government by abolishing all Unnecessary boards
and commissions, and by preventing duplication of
service, so that co-ordinated government may take the
place of our bureaucralic system: for, wherever in the
world, ancient and modern, bureaucratic government
has existed, it has been attended by lawless adminis-
tration, extravagance, and corruplion, and fostered, as
in ancient times, by lmitation on (he freedom of
speech; and, in modern times, by poisoning the source
of information, which icvitably results in erroneous
conclusions of the citizens on public measures and
administrations through false information.

Usurpation by Judges of Federal Courts Opposed

The Democratic party believes in a government in
strict conformity with the conslitution of the United
States in all branches- execulive, congressional and
judicial—and deplores the practice of the inferior fed-
eral eourts for the past thirty years in their exercis-
ing powers not within their jurisdiction, often arl
trary to the extent of nullifying the freedom of speech,
freedom of the press, and freedom of action, particu.
Iarly in labor controversies, and in the inlerest of great
corporations, creating for them a “twilight zone” of
escape from control both by the federal and state
governments and exemptions from the payment of
their just share of taxes to both governments; and the
Democratic party pledges a strenuous effort to resist
such usurpation of power; and pledges its members of
congress to_impeach any federal judge who, in the
future, by abuse of his equity power, atlempts to de-
stroy the provisions of the constitution of the United
States, particularly these clauses guaranteeing freedom
of the press and freedom of the speech and the elev-
enth amendment.

The eleventh amendment of the constitution of the
United States was adopted alone, and expressly pro-
vides that the judicial power of the federal courts shall
not extend to the right of a citizen, natural or cor-
porate, to drag a sovereign state into the courts; and,
notwithstanding such provision, the federal courts in
the past several decades have repeatedly issued writs
of injunction against and sought to bring into court
the sovereign states of the union, in violation of the
eleventh amendment.

The Democratic party condemny the present policy
of the Republican party in promoting the loans of
international bankers directly to foreign nalions, for
the reason that it involves our nation, and causes us
to be interested in the political fortunes of the admin-
istralion and forms of government of such nations,
through fear of loss of such loans. The Democratic
party would rather promote such loans to the develop-
ment of foreign countries through private grants to
private enterprises, thus giving an outlet to profes-
sional engineers, and other skilled Amiericans, and, at
the same time, an outlet through such enterprises for
the sale of American agricultural and manufactured
articles.

We declare that while the American government
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and its citizens will ever applaud and encourage de-
mocracy in governments with republican forms, but
that the forms of government in other nations, are not
our concern, otherwise we must needs become em-
broiled in thelr controversics, fanatacism and hate,
which invariably endangers our peace and safety.

Latin American Erade Should Be Encouraged

We are opposed to repudiation and we helieve in
national honor; we cail upon the nations of Europe to
preserve theirs by making a sincete cffort to pay their
obligations to us in the same coin received, and not
by their irate idinoma. 'We arc generous enough to
indulge those who require more time for the discharge
of their obligations, but do not sanction repudiation
of them.

The Democratic party is a party of internutional
peace, which can be attained by justice and fair play,
and thal policy of justice toward the nationals of other
nations; and between ours and theirs, the Democratic
party will ever seek to do, Lo exact, and to perform, as
the surest and safest method of promoting intorn:
tional peace. We believe in the reduction of the world's
armament, and pledge our reduction in proportion
to their reduction, and we further declare that not
another dollar shall be loaned by American capitalists
10 any nation to construct battleships or armaments
or ordinances for war,

The rights of an American citizen should be pro-
tected wherever he may be lawfully found—whether
on the border, the high seas, or in foreign lauds.
Throughout the world, the stars and stripes should he
to him an ever safe shield.

The Democratic party believes in promoting our
forelgn commerce, in continuing our commerce to its
normal, natural, strength in Europe, and Lhrough the
“open door” policy in the Orient, but with special effort
in Latin-America, as providing an outlet for our agri-
cultural and manufactured products, where conflicts
are least likely to occur to disturh our foreign rela-
tions and peace with neighboring nations; for the
further reason that Latin-America can furnish us with
coffee, rubber, hardwoods, and all other raw materialy
needed, and we can furnish Latin-America with all the
Pproducts they need, thus promoting trade by providing
cargo each way, and & balance in the exchunge of
monjes. We favor the continuation of the policy of
reciprocity with Latin-America, and extending it so
as lo give outlet for the products of the farm as well
as those of (he manufacturer, We believe in the most
cordial and co-operative relations with all of Latin-
America, without interfering with political or social
problems of any of them.

Nicaraguan Canal at Early Date Is Favored
The Democratic party stands for the preservation

of the Monroe doctrine, With a view of preserving the
weslern hemisphere from the schemes of monarchial
Europe, and to secure the safety and justice through-
out the western hemisphere, with the corollary of that
doctrine growing out of the American-Isthmian policy
in the construction of the Panama canal, and Lhe pur-
pose to construct the Nicaragua canal. Since suid
canal, in a very great measure, incrcases our naval
strength, by permitling the mobiliztion of the Pacific
and Atlantic squadrons en either coast readily, in case
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MURRAY’S PLATFORM FOR GOVERNOR

Broken Bow, Okla.,
November, 21, 1937.
TO THE PEOPLE
OF OKLAHOMA:

Believing the people will assist
in the adoption of measures now

ancial support.

To do these things, and break
down the politician’s machine, I
propose:

1.—By Constitutional Amend-
ment, to fix all salaries of public
officials, Commissions, and Heads

made necessary (by distorting the |of Departments, and Judges of

meaning of the Constitution) to
restore the meaning of its makers;
and realizing my occupying the
office of Governor will greatly aid
in putting in proper form these
essential measures; and in order to
give definite answer to numerous
letters received the past six mon-
ths: for that reason and on that
condition, I hereby definitely an-
nounce that I shall file for Gover-
nor, when the law permits next
year; and then begin active cam-
paign, and the following will be

My Platform In The Main :

As alwaysin the past, I shall
present and discuss State problems
and issues only when running for
this office: for whoso runs for a
State office on Federal issues (or a
Federal office on State issues) is
trying to dodge on the very issues
with which he must needs deal as
an officer and public servant.
Federal questions are for candi-
dates for United States Congress
and Senate; for no governor can
effect them.

Any person desiring to know my
deliberate judgment of Federal
questions, is referred to my latest
book—“Rights of Americans”—
published by the Meador Publish-
ing Co., Boston, Mass. In it may
be found my views of the duties,
powers, and limitations of our
Federal Government,

1st —1 shall endeavor to restore
the Sovereignty of the State by
restoring the dignity and consti-
tutional powers of the Chief Exe-
cutive as an equal, coordinate
Branch of the State Government.

I shall also strive to pay all
State deficits and debts within
two years without increase of
Taxes, by most rigid economy—
These deficits bid fair to exceed
$30,000,000.00 when next year's'
campaign is over,

Strict economy will be essential |
to the reduction of taxes during!
the second half of the term, if aj
new and violent panic does not
again strike the country; in which}
event, it will test our best efforts,
to secure enough funds to take}
care of the poor and needy, oper-
ate the schools, and the State'
government. unless we raise the!

the Courts. Much money thus
may be economized, and stop the
“trade and traffic” for patronage
by members of the Legislature.

2.— Prohibit 1he is:ue of bonds
for any purpose whatsoever by
the Legislature, except in a limit-
ed amount, in case of Insurrec-
tion, contagious disease, and “*Acts
of God”” -floods, mine explosion,
cyclones—to be specifically recit-
ed in a Constitutional provision so
concisely that ALL members of
the Supreme Court may under-
stand it.

3. —Make void and never pay-
able any State Warrant in excess
of appropriations; and make void
and never payable warrants of any
county, municipality, or school
district in excess of the revenue
collected.

4.—All Appropriatian Bills shall
be void unless itemized, and pur-
pose for its expenditure specifical-
ly stated in the Bill. Then the
Governor can veto the frills and
follies, and the people may know
what went with their Tax money.

5 —Prohibit the passage of any
law creating any office to extend
beyond the pleasure and term of
the appointing officer, except
Board of Regents or Trustees of
Educational Iostitutions, Judicial
positions, and minor positions
placed under rules of merit to
qualify such persons for appoint-
ment. Also make void any law or
appointment by the Legislature of
any person to administer the laws;
for this is the constitational func-
tion of the Executive and Admin-
istrative officers; while that of the
Legislature is to enact the laws
only.

6.—Elect all Senators every two
years; or force an election of all
every eight years in the middle of
a Governor’s term, to break that
machine’s perpetual control and
trade and traffic in patronage.

7.—Budget all departments of
the State, including the Highway

and Tax Commissions, in order to
prevent excess salaries and clerical
hire.

8 —Restore the law creating’
the Oklahoma Tax Commission as
passed in 1931,

less cost to the taxpayers.

Likewise, some other Acts of the
16th Legislature should be modi-
fied or amended; others repealed
outright; and a few retained with-
out change

13.—1 favor a General Law,
authorizing Consumers and Pro-
ducers Co-operatives, on the
“Rochdale Plan” o f England,
which permits members to help
themselves, and asks no special
Government favors — a system
wherein its members practice self-
help, relying alone on self and
God, in co-operation with their
fellows, but protected by law in
an effort to better their own con-
dition

14.—1 favor State appropriation
to counties for schools to compen-
sate for loss of Homestead Tax,
and then all the remainder to be
distributed per capita of school
enroliment, in lieu of present so-
called Weak School Aid, which
but permits juggling funds for pol-
itical purposes and fostering schaol
blocks.

15.~No one can foresee all
things that may arise during the
termof a Governor; as no one
realized such exigencies of the
Free Bridges, the break in price
of oil et cetera, during my former
term; but whatever may arise, 1
shall meet it quickly and fearless-
ly, with asafe remedy.

16.—1I shall not bhecome the can-
didate or Governor of any clique,
club, clan, class, or organized
block or group. I shall appeal
for the support of the honest and
patriotic of all of them, but con-
trolled by none of them, striving
at all times to uphold the Con-
stitution and the laws in the inter-
est of Humanity and the public
weal—to protect the weak from
the strong and minorities from the
aggression of majorities.

I shall hope for an administrat-
ion next time with less contest;
but if any of these factional groups
want a “fight”, they have but to
“draw” or “play the hypocrite”,
and I'll accommodate them. Re-
member, your defeating me will
do me no harm, but save me from
a strenuous task; but I admonish
you: “Do thyselves no harm”
while defeating me.

To do these things, a good legis-
lature is most essential; of hard-
headed business-economy minds—
men of integrity, sound good
sense, and experience; for all laws

_and government msut grow out of

the EXPERIENCES of human-

rate of Taxes, including the Ad! 9.—Restore the Run-off Pri-;ity: therefore, not of school-boys
Valorem Taxes, all now too high. ! mary Law, with a provision that’ without experience, for then they

Our fond wishes are that no such | when the second highest declines;

embrace bookish “theories”, and

panic will occur; but we cannot !to run on, the next highest may | speculations in economics for the

hope for it, nor afford to fool our-
selves by not prepairing for such
emergency.

I make no predictions; for, hav-
ing done so in the past, and sub-
sequent events proved them cor-
rect, I was condemned by many
for my pains. However, I admon-
ish my friend to pay debts and
stay out, for the immediate few
years following.

However, looking ah2ad to the
time when our oil fields will be-
come exhausted, from which we
derive so much revenue, (No new
Oklahoma fields have been discov-
ered for three years, and 15 vears
is the average life of an oil well,)
we must devise a plan to pay all
debts—State, County, and School
Districts—before such exhaustion
overtakes us; else our common
schools will suffer for need of fin-

Ido so, and the next, that there‘basis of laws; and that leads to
may be two candidates until one‘impractical government, with ex-
:gets a majority. The Run-off is. travagant administration, Practi-
Ithe best plan to defeat Court|cal Measures harmonizing with
House rings and cliques and or-| common sense, confirmed by ex-
ganized monorities in general. perience, will best serve the Com-
10.—I favor carrying out in;mon weal.
good faith all constitutional pro-| Be not deceived by the cry of
visions and amendments to the!the politicians and their political
Constitution; and, of course, that | “dope” writers: “Murray is feeble
includes Homestead Tax—Exemp-iand in bad health.” If I were,
tions and Old Age Pensions and | they would be for me, They
care for the needy. jwant a feeble-minded Governor,
11.~1 favor change in the Im-| in-alert, whom they may deceive;
peachment Court, so as to pro- and cowardly, whom they may
vide a legal trial, instead of politi-: intimidate.
cal trials, as in the past, before} Ishall expect my friends to
Twelve District Judges. | “pay the frieght”, and “‘provide”
12.—I favor revision of the' the “cheese and crackers” for the
Highway Safety Law, to make it; Campaign.
conform to the principles of Con-! Remember, the liars are not all
stitutional Government; to makeldead.
it safer and at a million dollars|

Wm H. MURRAY.

ruken Bow News Primt (No U’ Lubel in Broken Bow)




¢ VOTE FOR THE BONDS

We are in favor of the bonds. If the peaple vote to put the court house at Seminole, then we are in
favor of the bonds anyway, because the records of this county are entitled to protection and the citizenship of
the county are entitled to a decent court house and jail. If the people vote to have the court house at Wewoka,
then we are in favor of the court house bonds, because the people of the county are entitled to have their
records protected, and the citizenship is entitled to have a decent court house and jail. Seminole has had al-

1 most twenty months in which to propose a county seat election if they so desired. They called a mass meeting
for that purpose, and the citizenship of that town resolved that they could not possibly get the necessary sixty
six and two thirds majority, so they dropped the matter. Now the only reason why they propose a county seat
fight is to embroil the people of the county in an uproar and disturbance, in an endeavor to defeat the bonds,

‘ 50 that they might spite Wewoka, as a personal matter, and deprive the people of this county of their Jjust due

‘ in the matter of the protection of their records. Does this appear to any one as a fair proposition? We think
not. The citizenship of Seminole is not in accord on this proposition, it is only the few turbulent spirits of that
good town seeking to create a commotion and defeat the bond issue, when those fellows themselves have said

l time and again that Seminole county needed a court house and jail and that it was a shame that one had not

“been voted. Theg came tous people of Wewoka and invited us to call & bond election, andin return they
. wahted some roads built and a county court town for Seminole. A number of their business men did this, stat-
\

ipg tous that they represented the citizenry of Seminole, and were appointed as such committee at a mass
meeting held for the purpose of getting together. We, at their instance and request, called this bond election
and now they cry out that they have not had a chance and that the issues are being forced upon them. There
is Absolutely no Truth in This, and we are for the bonds if Seminole should get the county seat,

We are in earnest. We are sincers when we state that the records of this county need protection. We
are sincere when we state that almost every home in Seminole county is dependent upon some court record and
‘ that the destruction of these court records would mean a loss to the people of this county which is inestimable,

: Use youy bept judgment on these matters, It is simply a matter of business. Sball you protect your records
and ;l!glﬁ'f Pprotect your homes, or shall you be misled by interested parties into allowing your homes and farmg
to be again menaced, in case of fireor destruction? This is your business. It means more to many of the

b farmers of thiscounty that it does to those who live in the towns. It would cost $200.000.00 to replace the re-
“Copdewin the county clerk’s office. The courtrecords could not be replaced. The abstract companies of the
countwould reap a rich harvest, and the lawyers fruitful litigation. Wil you take such chances? Will yoa
“be misted] We think not, especially when the nonresident land owners and corporations of the county will pay
@e‘greatef part of the tax. Especially when it will only cost eight and half cents on the hundred dollars to
insure your records. Especially when the three railroads of the county will pay at least a third of the amount
necessary to pay the bonds. Especially in view of the oil values of the county which will increase valuation
and cause every little shister in the county to look for some loop-hole in which to attack your titles, and the
couirt records and tax records and eouaty clerk’s records are your only true witness. Especially when the jail
of the county is in such condition that if a fire should start lives woild be lost, and damages probably rendered
against the county for carelessness and negligence, Itis all of your business and you should study this quest-
ion and vote for your best interest. Hear the arguments of the other side: They agree that a court house and
jail is needed. then why not vote forit. They agree that if it was to be built at Seminole, they would support
it unanimously. Can they hope to get sixty-six and two-thirds of the votes of this county? No. They are onily
playing horse with you. DON'T STAND FOR IT! VOTE FOR THE BONDS!

WEWOKA, OKLA., April 29, 1920,

We, the undersigned citizens and residents of the town of Wewoka, Oklahoma, do hereby petition the
Honorable Board of County Commissioners as follows, to-wit:

Whereas, there is a bond election to vote bonds to build a County Court House and Jail, which said elec-

tion will be held on THE 11th DAY OF MAY, 1920.

And, Whereas, the citizens of the Town of Seminole, in said County are circulating petitions to call a
county seat election to determine the permanent county seat of the said Seminole County.

Now, therefore, the citizens of Wewoka, Oklahoma, most respectfully ask and petitition the Honorable
4 Board of County Commissioners of Seminole County, and that in case the bonds be voted to build court house

and jail at the election to be had May 11, 1920, then, and in that event, that vou, the Board of County Com.

missioners, do withhold any action in and about the erection of either court house or Jail for the period of fifty

' days after the kond election on the 11th day of May, 1920, as aforesaid, in order to give the citizens of Semi-
nole, Oklahoma, an opportunity to calla county seat election, as aforesaid.

In case county seat election is called, then and in that event,no action to be taken in and about such construe.

tion until said county seat election is held and it determined where the permanent county seat shall be located.

B i A

d In case no election for county seat is called within fifty days after said bond election, then said eounty commis-
sioners to proceed with the construction of the said county buildings, as they may see fit and proper.

3 H. G. Howard Louie Fowler Tom C. Cansler Chas, Steph W. N. Stokes G. A. White J. L. Mainard
J. E. McMahan C. F. Jackson L. L. Sturgeon . D. Lac} A. F. Gilstrap Hill L. W. Cozart
Chas. Vaughn A. M. Seran J. M. Cloud Toy Robinson  J. A. Patterson  Neil Thomason  F. A. Shepard
Allen G. Nichola F. W. Fullerton J. E. Shepard . K. Worl J. W. Smith 8. Smith . P. Work
L. O. Gilstrap J. F. Remy J. C. Lillard James Roberts C. E. Peyton A. S. Norvell J. 8. Witliams
‘W. L. Thurston 8. 8. Orwig J. W. Taylor R. C. Cagle J. 8. Barham Eugene 0. Yates A. F. Pierce
C. M, Shepard Hudson Rock C. C. Rice Frank Smith C.0. Chng{mﬂ L. R. Davidson ~ W. E. Chandler
H. M. Tate  Mrs. A.Thelma Johnson V. L. Kiker E. Chandler Katherine M.Roberts Rhoena Chandler Amo B. Cutlip
W. C. Bunyard B. F. Davis E. R. Robinsen W.A.Billingsley M. M. Sebastian C. W. Bunyard  John D. Pierce

. B. Dyer L. T. Stokes J.C. Fore, L.T.Stokes J. F. Lofties G. E. Chandler w. 1 C. J. Bunyard

Grant Nicholson L. 0. Covington  E. E. McClanahan ~ M.F. Mainard C. M. Pagley, Jr. Mrs.F. M.Mainard Moss Hanson
T. E. Burch G. E. Bean Mrs. John Hill J. E. Hall D. W. Anderson  Jesse I, Day Anna Mason
D. Campbell O. Brixey E. W.Whitney C. M. Robinson A, M. Fowler E. V. Cansler R.W.Parmenter
Fred Cummings. Scott Ladd A. B. Douglas D. G. Hart Horace Bradley  F. A, Stumpp Bill Bunyard
Thomas F.Harrison W. W, Stumpp  Pearl Bradley JohnW. Willmott W. E. Davenport E. E. Mainard Bud Gordon
N. B. Shands R. F. Hembree  A. H. Taylor M.F.Mainard,Sr. J. R. Clark C. Dale Wolfe R. E. Collins
Marita V.McMullin Myrile Dixon H. J. Shands.

Y Certificate of True Copy

. STATE OF OKLAHOMA,

SEMINOLE COUNTY, 88. T, J. M. Cloud, County Clerk, in and for the County of Seminole, and State of Oklahoma do hereby
gertify that the inatrument hereto abtached is a full, true' and correct copy of a Petition of the Citizens of the Town of Wewoka, Okl
homa, to the Board of County Commissioners of Semiinole County. 116 names appear on said petition, ~ Filed 30th day of Apri, 1920,
as the same appears from the records in my office. )

Witness my hand and seal of office at Wewoks, in said county and state this 30th day of April, 1920,
J. M. CLOUD, County Clerk. [SEAL]




Can A Democpratic | L

N Purchased? DOWN WITH
STRIFE

Crump Recount
Victory Bought,
Looney Charges

{B; Assoclated Press)
OKLAHOMA CI}Y, Oct. 28—

Dozens of Other “Associated Press”
Papers in Oklahoma

-

Charging that George B. Hall,

Joseph C. Looney, apparentlyt de-

mus be issued to compel the county

court to vacate the finding of the

parties interested in  the candidacy

evidecne sufficient for a recount. " N

—Confidence in the JUDICIARY. “ - . S - .
aper A eals tor Peace and
g as

READ THE
Says Member of Board Con- AND
Harmony By The Election Of ECRETARY

spired to Obtain Nomination DISPATCH
PLEADS THAT

Adjudged as Insufficient l s c
election board, had entered into a
conspiracy to obtain the democratic v o TE F OR
feated on a_ recount, brought his
case before the state supreme court
him a certificate of nomination’ bas- A Vote for

on the original court, which plac-
and Hughes counties. The recount .
gave Judge Crump a four-vote lead .

[ ] (]

Seminole county board and its cer-
tifieation of recount votes to the

‘He charged that Hall, while the .
recount was pending, “did, in con- Is a Vote for .
5t George. . Crwmp, onter mto 3| ~—HARMONY. .
conspiracy to obtain Crump’s nomi-
Ho alleged thar votes really cast for |-
him were counted for Crump in the
recount. . . }

SEX OTHER SIDE OF CLRCULAR
' of the
) . .

CET CERTIFICATE Which Appeared in

Alleges Evidence Was to Be . the
nomination for district court judge and
for George C. Crump, incumbent,
today for the fourth time.

Looney dsked that writ of manda- 0 o D
< him 15 votes shead of Crump 1n ’

* distriet

in Seminole county. | X FOR

Looney also asked the supreme
state election board. - for \ .

Ho alleged that  Judge Crump's » . -4
certificate of nomination, issu ¥
the state electl board, had b
s i T DISTRICT JUDGE 1STRIC u ge
corvupt_findings_and_recount.”
sideration of certain sums of money
paid and to be paid by certain other

tion.” ‘
"*Ball, Looney charged, agrecd that —PEACE IN THE DISTRICT : R
upon hearing he would .decide the .

: : . S. ‘Bill Evans Explains
U.g (] ounty s dl1ly (AL :
Frow the Holdenville Daily News ‘ y

Oweed and edited by a Jefferson-
jan dewocrat by birth, Instinet and
choice, the NEWS s for every Dowm-
jmee of Jeffersopian  democracy
whose name is to appear on the bal-
lot naxt Tuesday., This applies to
both state d county tickete, with-
out reservation,

But the NEWS regrets that the

Tame of the man it frankly and fair-
Iy believes jc the gemocratic mom-
inee for district judge will not be
found in the democratic ticket, That
nomiree is Jusepl: C. Looney of We-
woka,
Joseph C. Looney won the demo-
tic nomma(wn in the first offi-
cial tahuls of the votes—when
no one knew just how many votes
were needed to give the mowijnation
to his opponent. rough manen-
vering, activity and influence that
cannot be either sanctioned or ap-
proved by those who helieve in the
political  wisdom and  Jefferson,
Jackson and Wilson, his name s
not to appear on the ballot next
Tuesday.

As between ihe nominee of suych
activity and the nomintee of the re-
publican parly, who won without dis-
honesty and connivance, the NEWS
prefers the nominee of the republi-
can party who solemnly pledges him-
selt “to nom-partial conduct of his
offico and to complelc aloofness
trom all cliques and factions and
from all party coungels and activi-
¥,

Hence we have on one hand  a
candidate offeripg  peace and har
mony; on the other hand, 2 candi-
date fraught with venom. dissen-

sion. malice and malcobtent.

The NEWS is for peace and har-
mony, It is for the welfaro of the
community first. That Is real Jel-
fersionan_democracy.

Now as never before should the
community be friendly and barmon-
jous, Economic conditions give us
important tasks to perform if we are:
to progress—yes, if we are to sur-
Vivé in the first rank, These tasks
the community camnot perform it it
is allengrossed in internal political
turmoil and strife. Let us work to-
gether; let us pull together; let us
go forward. We cannot do this it
a “ruler” with an iron hand. seek-
ing vengeance and utllizing the in-
fluence and facilities of a high ju-
dicial office to pumish his enemies
and favor his friends, sits on a self-
copstituted tirone. As a democrat,
wo stand against ‘such & condition.
We stand for peace and harmony
and for the welfare of the commun-
ity that we o Dot wish to see
torn asunder for another four years.

The NEWS does not think a Deme:
cratic momination can be obtained
in the manner Judge Crump got his
name on the democratic ticket. The
NEWS subseribes heartily to the de-
seription of Jeffersonian Democracy
as published by the Wood Democrat-
ic club—a group of Jeffersonian
democrats, commumty builders and
believers in fair play

COMMON  HONESTY, Fair
elections, equal and exact justice
to all and special privileges to
none; abiding always by the will
of the majority; granting always
the inalienable  inheritage of

American citizenship; a fair and
impartial trial before a fair, im-
partial, _unpurchased tribanal
whether it be known as “court”
or “board’—these are cardinal
prim,iples of Jeffersonian Democ-

"TtTs the betiet of the NEWS
Joe Looney was “counted out
the democratic nomination for dis-
irict judge by a biased and prejud-
iced county election board, made
possible by a complete ‘‘about
face” decision by the state supreme
court on which two “hand-pitked”
(by the governor of this state) jus-
tices served.

This conviction is based upo an
zbundance of information whick has
not been published and whih is
known to only a few. If the fruth
were known, the blast of the disclos:
ures would resound to every ook
and corner of this state.

Perchance it may he, “bad polities”
for the NEWS to take this tdpen
stand agamst what it sincerely. be—
lieves to be a travesty upon j
and wrong-doing that, if not h:
will bring this government mtwde-
struction_ and  despair, If thafbe
true, it be so. But the NEWS
has abiding faith in humanity “gad
believes its position in this mitier
will not only be approved but afre
ciated.

The NEWS appeals for harnérmy
and peace; for the predervatiok’
the ideals of Jefferson, Jackson,hnd
Wilson, and for those prindgles
which have made America the 28nd
and glorious mation that it is. %

So many of my friends have asked me why I was removed as Secrelary of the
Hughes County Election Board that I feel that I should issue o public statement on
the subject.

Briefly, I was removed because I would not do the bidding of Senator Tom An-
zlin upon whose insislance and recommendation I was removed by the State Elec-
tion Board. Mr. Luttrell, Secretary of the State Board, advised me thal my remo-
val was solely upon the recommendation of Scnator Anglin and he thanked me for
my services and for my co-operation with the Slale Board.

I could have remained on the Board by doing just what the distinguished Sena-
tor wanted me to do. I was determined to do my duty as I saw it—not as Senafor
Anglin wanted the dulies performed. I wanted to give Joec Looney a fair hearing
and just consideration; that incurred the Senator’s wrath and through his influence
as a Senator he had me removed.

T take this opportunity of thanking the public and. the precinct inspectors for
their co-operation during my scrvice as Secretary of the County Election Board,

(Signed) O. S, (BILL) EVANS.




“Come, Let Us Reason Together-’

o

--Why Democrats Should Not Vote for Geo. C. Crump. --Why the
Welfare of the District Demands the Election
f of W. C. WOOD.

IS HE DEMmRACY’S . dispel this belief, so the condition should be ) Hls NEIGHBORS SPOKE 1 the ninth judicial district after you wrote, in a

| CHOICE?> candemned. Judge Wood solemnly promi- . letter to B. F, Davis of Wewoka while you were
‘ ses: that he will have no favorites at the bar, Our neighbors know us best. What did they :lﬂ I\}/}WO HQSPltac{vI;hﬂ[ "11{”;:‘ event of your ;
et . L . . that he will try all cases on the law and the in the July 29th primary? Although a eath you wanted Harry H. Rogers 10 preach ¥
‘ Knowing the condition strrounding the re- exidence; that everyone will get a fair trial and Comparative stoanger to most Jesidente ot Flol. your funeral; that you dX not want a sad-eyed
counting of the ballots, we do not believe Gee. P A P g e . N ¥
e Crump is the choice of a majority of Demo Justice regardless of whom they employ as their denville, Joe Looney, winzer in the first tabu- minister around you? s this Democratic: .
‘ e Pt g .8 i every Democrat er S i i H - N = vl
ciats in the ninth judicial district. ~We believe s Hiacormy | " ey Dot ndorss lation of votes, carried every ward in Holden SLANDERS EX-SERVICE
Joe fooney is the Democratic nominee and that such 2 piatform? vllle;mclluvdxggfym;)own W*}"dd—Ng L whge
he was deprived of the nomination by a preju- you have lived for £U years, cudge Lrump. Do
diced, - biased and_influenced County Election . OIL COMPANY DURESS you think Judge Crump should impose himself Judge C do you really think the
" Board. Hence it is our belief that trie Democ- ; upon this community in view of such expression e e St s e the ex
i racy does not have a nomince in this clection In their frantic effort to defeat Joe Looney from his neighbors who know him best? service men appreciate it when in your speech
The biss and prejudice of the Sempinole County at the polls on July 29th, sonfe of the large oil ; at Seminole you used the following language:
Election Board may be sedn in ong instance. In R companies operating in the district demanded ABUSES LOONEY VOTERS Joe Looney js a great soldier; he ) the
the recounting of the ballots, a ballot where an that their employees vote for Judge Crump. 1 diately af be Jul ; ammy two years and never fired 2 gun™? Don't
X was, marked before the. names of - both They did so, fearing that they would lose their mme 1zétc y fz\ terh t le July pnmnrz:—the you know it [‘ouka eight men to keep one man
Crump and Loomney was found. It was plainty job if they did not. Is the exercise of such du- ve.‘g’ next aby ahter tde f ecéan‘I"}’]qge TR on the firing lne?
2 mutilated ballot and should mot have been ress Democratic? Is it American? Is the laborer said mean, harsh and slanderous things about IN OFFICE 16 YEARS
counted for either candidate. . But Mr. Hall and not worthy of his hite? Is he not entitled to certain of Holdenville's most honorable citizens o) f
Mr. Houston, Judge Crump’s two “friends” the free exercise of the inalienable right of fran- who did not support him. _ Is this Democratic? Judge Crump has held office for almost 16
on the election board, said that the "X’ before chise? Why should the large oil companies - AN UNFAIR RECOUNT years and has taken from the taxpayers at least
Judge Crump's name was “‘blacker” and the bal- ke so interested in having Judge Crump on the $60,000.00 in salary with 1o one to support
1ot should be counted for him. Secretary Nor- Bench? Do they want more than a fair and Joe Looney was not given a fair recount of but his wife. Is that enough money and long
man of the Board said after the recount was tmpartial adjudication of their litigation? They the ballots in Seminole County. Secretary Nog- enough for any individual to hold office? Is
completed that a fair and impartial  recount are entitled to the same consideraton as the man of the Seminole County election boasd said it Demacratic for one individual to obtain a
would have glvcanoehLoorﬁy a majority of ::?:::SE szm"l"i:ythe'ldl‘s"t‘ctthl’s cnm'légl :tq— Iaj’ter th;ﬂ:iccgunt was completed that if Mr. “monopely’’ on one office?
four votes, even after the ballots were so care- 5 more. { will get this consideration ooney een given a fair recount he would
lessley preserved: after the original coumt. Can if Judge Waadt is electced—but no more. have won by at least four votes norwithstanding DO WE GET SERVICE? f:
Demaceges samction such conditi

Do the taxpayers get service? In what ‘con-
¢ . . dition is the district court docket? It is common
MORAL-—-NOT PARTY B knowledge that Judge Crump calls a terrn of

. ISSUE . court and just about the time it gets started he

either calls in another judge or adjourns the

A moral and not a party issue is involved in term after a silly political lecture. Only a few
the District Judge's race. The question to be days ago we saw this happen. A long terin was
decided is: Do you approve of the manner and called but after the bond of a prominent Fughes
method in which Judge Crump got on the i . County taxpayer, arrested on what he alleges

ticket after the first tabulation of the votes gave is a political frame-up was forfeited. a very few,
Joe Looney a clean-cut majority; or do you minor cases disposed of and an important mur-

‘ #
approve the candidacy of a man who got his . - der case continued, the term was acjourned.
. Republican nomination without connivance, . o ve s en! Thxs1 or§e7;1'65t&r)1ce cost the taxpayets approxi-
mately .

fixing and maneuvering. Are you for honest
“Then

elections? Do you think the command . ‘
Shalt Not Steal” should apply to elections is . ) . “IMPORTED” JUDGES
Hughes and Seminole counties? God give us men. The time demands - .
© Strong minds, great hearts, true faith and willing hands; N dox";;"{;:fpr;g,°‘}ug’;eioca}“zin:shs]:gi l}’f:-"‘
3 i ill: s—Judgl 23
HIS DEFEAT MEANS PEACE Meﬁ Who}’:" th:hlust O.ti of?ceffc'ioes not lé‘{)l’ . : from other places, Why should the taxpay ers
s en whom tae spolls ol cifice (:'ar.mo uys; of this district pay the expense o maintain ing
Judge Cromp’s defeat means the end of the Men who possess opinions and a will; a local judge and, added to that, the expense of
political twmmait and strife that has bampe, Men who have honor; men who wilk not lie; bringing other judges in to do the work? I
Holdenville and Hughes county for many years. | Men who can stand before a demagogue that Democratic? ;
His election means a continuation of this strife And damn his trescheroud flatteries without winking; .
and discontent. Judge Wood promises thar if Tall men, sun-browned, who live above the fog, : BALLOTS TAMPERED WITH
he is elected he will have no'friends to faver, mo In public duty and in private thinking!
enemies to punish; that be will hold hiorself D ¥ al private thinking! . Isit not true, Judge Crump, that the law part-
aloof from all cliques, factions and parties and —HOLLAND. . ner of your nephew in Wewoka, was canght
will be the judge for all the people and not a handling the ballots in a certain Seminole coun-
select few. With Judge Wood on the bench, ' ty box just before they were recounted under
you can hire the lawyer of your choice without your directions? Did the recount of this box
fear that you will prejudice the court. You . not give you a gain of approximately 11 votes?
won't’ be driven. to the office of a certain [aw After this was called to the attention of the
firm which can make its own price for it ser- - State Supreme Court, did you not agree to dis-
vices. Justice will not be for sale in Judge . regard this box in the recount? If one ballot
Weod's court. Box could have been tampered with, is it not

reasonable to assume that others could have

’ . been tampered with? Yet you would claim the
ARE WE BOLTERS? 5 3 office under the results of such a recount?
Ate the Democrats who do not sanction. the HIS COMMUNITY the manner in which the ballots were preserved «
re DEVOTION and the condition in which they were found WAS LOONEY COUNTED
ouT”?

manner in which Judge Crump got on the when the boxes were re-opened. The decision

Democratic ticket party bolters? ‘We contend . X X . ) .
that we are not.  We contend that we are Demo- An insight into Judge Crump’s devotion to ?efcg,’;tsiéi :url:rpe\i?leiaiiooux:top,thvlv?orr)}ext:gtigi;}rzz : :
crats: that fair elections and fair and impartial the community is found in one act immediately issued by the court in the Cram -Loonlej i Mr. Voter, your neighbor and mine counted
trial before a fair and impartial tribunal, wheth- fallowing his apparent defeat. Because the two tion P y & the votes first and Joe Looney was 1

. ¢r that tribunal be called “court”” or “board”, loc?l banks had not ii<1l\1‘ged in politics and act; 8 g ather 3131;1 in Semcmolc County, G

i are fundamental principles of Democracy; ively supported him he drew bis money out ¢ T s counted them at Crump's regoc i

i Tence as Dl;}mocratspwc cfnnot vote for George them and deposited it in 2 Wewoka bank. Is UNDEMOCRATIC” IN 1914 time. Chief of Policc Sims sa ! i
. Crump in this election. Moreover, it should that the extent of his devotion to a_community Judge Crump said in 1914 when he first he could “elect a district judge’” and get 87900 I
be remembered that in 1910 George C. Crump that has honored him for 16 years? He brag- sought the District Judgship that it was undem- shortly thereafter he told Sims be had plenty o
dalted the Democratic ticket and made specches ged that he drew several ﬂj"“‘?g“"d dollars 1n ocratic to seek more than two terms as District money. Crump won on Mr. Hall’s and Me.
for the Republican nominee for District Judge. cash out of these banks. Yet did he not tell Judge. We agree now with what Judge Houston’s recount by seven votes. In view of
At that time the Democratic nominee won the the voters in the ptimary campaign that he was . Crump said in 1914, such perspective, will any citizen, be he Demo-
nomination fairly and by a substantial majoz- . broke and needed the job? I you were broke, crat or Republican, vote for Geo. C. Crump?
ity. With such a record for party loyalty, can Judge, whose money was this you drew out of JUDGE CRUMP’S NEPHEW Or will he vote for W. C. Wood. who obtained
Judge Crump now indict the party loyalty of the two local banks? Who was permitting you ) his nomination untainted by fraud and cor-
any Democrat? to handle their funds during election time. Judge Crump, what did your nephew mean ruption.

knowing you were broke? - when he said "I hate that as it loses me a $5,000

NO SPECIAL FAVORITES WOULD PUNISH ENEMIES ~ et ot ot oo T e P CONDEMNS WARD ONE

i A . . . i - niture Company, hew, H., W. . . We think Judge Crump waived his rigbt to
Is it not common gossip and public belief Is it not 2 fact Judge Crump that you have h;vi:g mvfagpey;e“(f :sepatte;my in thff;:? further honots at the hands of the Democratic
that a certain Holdenville lawyer tells Judge bragged that if you are re-elected you will '3 Is that Democratic? party when be said, the next day after be met
Cridmp what ;]o do and w?endto dod:t‘:l rl}:e Ii}:n- “‘break”’ certain attorneys who did not support p SLANDERS MINISTERS defeat by Joe Looney, that he had. rather live
gant paying the attorney fee demanded by this you? When you punish an attorney for a liti- 3 CE. . in Africa among the “niggers” than in Ward
so-called “Boss”? If this is true, it shouid be ; gant,ido you not also punish the litigant? Is 1 - , One in Holdenville, and that if it were not for
condemmned:; if not true, those who benefit by the this Dentocratic? Is one with this temperament 4 Judge Cramp, do you think you are entieled” one neighbor he would sell his home to a ‘‘nig-
prevalence of this belief have takea no steps. te andattitude qualified to sit on the bench? } to the support of the ministers of the gospel of ger” and move away.
4
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS RELATING
T0 THE PROPOSED $50,000,000
ROAD BOND ISSUE

1, Por what purpose is the Fifty Million Dollar
Road Bond lssue to be voted?

Ans. 1t iz proposed to use the money in begin-
ning the construction of & system of hard surfaced
roads along certain routes designated in the Reso-
Tation.

2. Who is to spend the money?

‘Ans. A commission to be appointed by the
Governor afier the election, At this time the Gov-
ernor refuses to make public the names of the per-
sons he will appoint.

3. For how long a term are the commissioners
to be appointed?

Ans. For life, or until the money is all spent
or until remaved by executive order.

4. When is the special election to be held?

Ans. On Tuesday, May 6th, 1919.

5. What kind of roads are to be buiit?

Ans, The Resolution does not define the kinds
of roads to be constructed amd we will zot know
until afier the election; until after the bonds are
voted and until after the Commission and the Chief
Engineer are appointed.

8 Where are the roads to be built?

ans. Along some portion of the twentymine
outes laid out and designated in the Resolution.
The {wenty-nine routes cover some 4730 miles of
highway and the fitty million dollars, less expenses,
will build less than onehalf the designated mileage
if the roads are to be of an approved hard surface
t¥pe.

7. If only one-half the designated mileage can
be built which roads or routes will be constructed?

Ans. This will be left to the Commission to
be appointed after the election. Wherever the roads
are bullt, onehalf of our citizens, one-half the citics
and towns and onehalf the counties will be bitterly
disappointed when it is annouaced that the Bond
Junds are exhausted.

8. When is the money to be spent?

Ans. The Resolution provides that as much as
$6,000,000 may be spent the first year, $10,000,000
he second year $14,000,000 the third year and
$20,000,000 the fourth year so that the entire amount
of the $50,000,000 may be spent during the present
administration.

9. How will the roads be paid for?

Ans. What roads are bullt will be paid for out -

of the General Revenue Fund of the State. The
General Revenue Fund is made up of money derived
from a tax upon all property, real and personal, in
the State; from Income tax, inheritance tax, gross
production tax on oil and minerals, corporation
iicenses, taxes and fees such as are collected by the
insurance Department and the Secretary of State.
The present automobile tax that comes back to the
respective counties for maintenance and construction
of roads is to be diverted to the Generai Revenue
Fund to assist in meeting the principal and interest
on the bonds to be voted. According to the bond
advocates, $2,000,000 wilt thus De taken from the
counties, Where now all the people get benefits, and
used In the construction of a few miles of Toad for
the benefit of the few.

10. Is it true that when any road is constructed
to the corporate limits of any clty that such road
stops and the city must pave such roads through its
city limits?

Ans. Yes. The city must pay its part of the |

cost of such roads outside lts limits and the entire
cost ‘within its limits.

11, What will be the effect of the approval of
the Bond Measure upon the assessment of property
and upon tax rates?

Ans. The assessed value of all property will be
increased. The State Board of Equalization has
slready voted to raise some classes of property 25
ser cont and other classes of property will be raised
aceordingly.

At present our constitutional limit is three and

one-half mills for all State purposes and if the Bond..”

Resolution is approved, the limit will be entirely
removed and will be just as high as is necessary to
raise sufficient funds to pay the principal and inter-
est on the honds and to pay the expenses of ‘main-
taining the State Government.

12, What rate of interest will the bonds draw?

Ans. Four and onehalf per cent. per annum or
a total interest charge on the entire bond issue of
some $25,000,000.00. The money, the people will be
forced to pay as interest will build some 1,250 miles
of the best hard surfaced roads and under the bond
plan this vast mileage will be lost to the people.

13. Who will be entitled to vote in the Speclal
Election?

Ans. All qualified electors in the State which
includes both men and women who are registered
as provided by law. Registration books will be open
April 16th to 25th, inclusive.

(

4. Will the voting of the bonds create any new
department or offices?

Ans. Yes. If the Resolution is approved @
second State Highway Department will be created.
This duplicated department will have four Commis-
sioners at salaries of $5,000.00 each and will have a
secretary, & chief clerk, bookkeepers, auditors,
stenographers and clerks at a total expense of about
One Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars per year; also,
the Resolution creates a second State Englneering
Department with a Chiet Engineer, assistant en-
gineers and
clerks.

5. What will be the cost to the peopie of the
new offices and departments created by the Bond
Resolution?

Ans. 1t is that the @
clerical, engineerlng and supervising expenses Will
be ten per centum of the total expenditure or the
sum of $5,000,000.

16. What is the present bonded debt of the
State of Oklahomat

Ams. The present honded debt of the State and
its several subdivisions is in excess of Seventyfive
Million Dollars. In addition to the foregoing, it is
estimated that our part of the Great National War
Debt 15 in excess of Two Hundred Fifty Million Dol
lars. If this proposed Road Bond debt ls voted, we
will have a total bonded or mortgaged debt upown
this State of approximately Four Hundred Million
Dollars.

7. ls the State of Oklahoma ready to begin
the construction of the proposed improvement on se
vast a scale as proposed in the Recsolution?

Ans. No. All agree that we do mot have the
experience; do not have the englneering ability; do
not have road building material located and avail
able; do mot know the best kinds of roads to com
struet; do not have machinery and competent con.
tractors to start the work on so large a plan and
that if the $50,000,000 i5 Voted, experiments will
have to be made before we are ready to adopt plans
and specifications for a permanent system of durable
hard strfaced roads.

18. 1s there another way to finance roads build-
ing besides the voting of a Fifty Million mortgage
upon the State? h

Ans. Yes. We now have available and can se
cure during the next two years more money for
building roads than we can possibly spend efficiently
all without voting bonds in any sum, The Federal
Government is now tendering us approximately
$6,000,000 on condition that we meet such sum with a




county. This is absolutely an
untruth.  Wewoka has been too
busy attending to her own affairs
to meddle with the affairs of the
other towns of the county.

The Seminole News states in a

recent article that

the removal of the county seat to
Seminole? If it gave a reasou, is
it enongh to justify the citizens of
this county in expeuding money
(that would only go to build up
the town of Seminole) and provide
10 more con for the citi-

county will soon need a new court
house.”’

They have begun already to
force the county into unmecessary
expenses.  Seminole county
its present impoverished condition,
1 in no position to build court
houses. We owe $24,000.00 al-
ready. In their selfish way, they
think only of themselves and the
town of Seminale and not of the
citizenship of the county.

What good reasom does the
town of Seminole give for asling
the farmer and taxpayer of Semi-
uole connty to go down into his

in

pocket for the money to pay for

zens 1n general of the county?

YOU, AS THE ONLES WHO
PUT UP THE MONLY. ARE
THE BHEST JUDGES.

The town ot Seniinole has spent
the two years of her existence in
spreading deceit and mstepresen-
tations about the town of Wewoka
throughout this County.

In justice to yoursell and to
vour fellow countymen you ecan't
afford to vote to move the county
seat of this connly to the town of

‘Seminole.

Respectfully,

WEWOKA CITIZR

COMMITTEE

HEADQUARTERS WEWOKA CITIZENS' COMMITTEE

WEWOKA WORKS TO WIN

VOTERS OF SEMINOLE COUNTY:—

The town of Semsinole, through
its persistant efforts, succeeded in
forcing a county seat election
upon the tax payers of Seminole
county. Swmce the insipiency of
the town, a great thought has at
all times been that of perpetrating
a county seat fight upon the citi
zens of this county, regardiess of
bitterness and expenses.

For a year and a half that town
has beem fightivg and talking
county seat, spreading discontent
and misrepresentations recklessly
throughout the county. They
even went so far as to engender it
into the democratic primaries.
They have left no stone unturned
that would further their chances
to win in the election, slandering,
vilifying and misrepresenting the

town of Wewoka in the mest
despisable ways, They seek to
foist Seminole upon the citizens as
a permanent county seat tnrough
prejudices engendered by them-
selves.

Let us parallel the conditions and
advantages of Seminole and We-
woka:

First let us take the town of We-
woka: Here we find a town whose
townsite title is unquestioned and
whose townsite is owned by citi-
zens of your county, people who

are interested in the welfare of
Seminole County, people who help
to pay the taxes that improve the
roads, enable your children to
go toschool, people who preserve
the peace from Lhe lawlessness of
criminals and people mutually in-
terested with yourselves in the
financial conditions of your coun-
ty. What effects yon as citizens,
effects them.

On the other hand let us look at
the town of Seminole: There is a
town whose townsite titles are in
question. We do not say that
they are not good, but itis true,
that the titles are in question. The
owners of the townsite of Seminole
are unknown to the citizens of the
county. We are reasonably well
intormed that they are non-resi-
dents of the county and some of
them not even citizens of the state.
Tiuey don’t contribute to the lund
that educates your children, they
don't contribute to the tund that
improves your roads $o you way
market your coften and they do
not contribute to the fund that
protects yourself and family from
the horse thief and murderer,

Seminole gives an argument for
the removal of the county seat
that it is nearer the center of the
county than Wewoka. This is




\ikke amount. The Foderal id of $6,000,000 together
with $6,000,000 appropristed by the State makes 3
total sum of $12,000,000 available for road bullding
during the next two years and this sum is more than
we can properly spend during the mext biennium.

15, Can we raise the Six Million Dolars with
which to meet the Federal aid during the next two
years without a State hond issue?

Ans. Yes. We can raise Three Miilion Dotlars
ver year or Six Million Dollars in two years and tbe
taxes will not be higher than if we vote the bonds.
Under present law we can raise some Eleven Million
Dollars in revenues, annually, and of this sum it
takes about Seven Million Dollars to maintain State
Government, so that we have about Four Miliion
Dollars to meet the Federal aid, which is One Million
Dollars more than is necessary. Other States, after
years of experience in road building, are sble to
epend only about Five Million Dollars annually, so
with the Federal aid of Three Miillon Dollars an-
auslly, and with the Four Million Dollars we can
raise, makes a possible fund of Seven Miltion Dollars
per year, ALL without a, State Bond Issue. Under
the bond plan of Snanciug road construction before
the present administration s over, we will be pay-
jng some Four Million Dollars as principal and m-
terest per annum and of this Four Million Dollars,
onehalf will be for interest.

20, What about road building after the next
two years on the Pay-as-you-go-plan?

Ans. Congress has established the policy of
voderal Aid to the States and if the States make a
success of road building, the Government, through
our Senators and Congressmen, will give us as much
wnomey from year to year as we can meet by State
Apypropriation and this policy Wwill give us all the
money we can possibly spend in building roads. This
is the correct palicy and if we follow it we will lose
cothing in interest and Will have the benefit of the
experience and udvice of the best Government en-
gincers in buflding and maintaining our roads.

21, 1f the Fifty Million Dellar Road Band Issue
is defeated, what may we expect in the way of road
building in Oklahoma?

Ans. If the Resolution is defeated, a universal
demand will be made upon the Governor to call a
speciai neésion of the Legislature to make an appro-
priation to meet the Federal Aid offered us in the
sum of approximately $6,000,000. Such spectal ses-
aion can be called, the necessary bills prepared in
advance and {ne session should not last to exceed
ten days and should ot cost to exceed $15,000.00.

. This procedure will elimfnate the §$50,000,000 mort-

gage on the State; Wwill avoid the creation of a
second duplicated Highway Department; will avoid
the payment of some $25,000,000 in interest charges
and will save the people at least 1,250 miles of hard
surfaced roads which, under the bomd pian of
financing will be lost in interest and administration
charges. A vote against the bonds is not a vote
against good roads, Such a vote is only against the
plan of undertaking to construct all the roads mow
and against the plan of financing the work by a State
Bond Issue in the sum of $50,000,000, A vote against
the bonds is a vote In favor of & safe and couserva-
tive Toad building plan in co-operation Wwith the
United States Governoient and 2 vote in favor of
financing such road building on the Pay-As-You-Go-
Plan, a plan which will insure the construction of
Dbetter roads; will decrease the temptation for graft
and will secure to the people a dollars worth of
value for every dollar expended.

22. M the Governor refuscs to call a Speclal
Session of the Legisiature to make an appropriation
to meet the Federal Aid, what then can be done?

Ans. The Governor fs the servant of the people
and not the master of the State. Whenever the
people want a speclal session of the Legislature for
any purpose, no Governor ever has or ever will Te-
fuse their demands. At the time when a bill was
pending in the recent session of the Legislature to
make an appropriation to meet the Federal Aid, the
Administration leaders in the Senate admitted the
possible necessity of an extra session and promised
the members that in the event of the defeat of the
ponds such special sessfon would be called and that
Oklahoma would mot lose a cent of the $6,000,00%
awaiting expenditure in this State. It can be stated
and depended upon that if the $30,000,000 Bond
Resolution Is defeated there will-be an extra session
of the Legislature when a bill will be passed making
an appropriation to meet the Federal aid Funds
tendered Oklahoma by the Government and that
smmediately thereafter we will enter upon a cam-
puign of road building that will sot stop untll every
citlzen in the State shall be within easy access of
 nard surfaced Toad over which he may travel in
safety and $n comfort three hundred sixty-five days
in every year. However, should the Governor fail
or refuse to cail a spectal seasion of the Legislature
and we are threatemed with ‘the loss of the Six
Miltion Dollars of Federal Aid, a bitl.will be Initiated
immediately to protect the State from such loss.

GG THE, PRINTERY, OKLAHOMA CITY

B eat
OTERS FOR AND AGAINST THE
BONDS must _be registered. Re,
istration books will be open April
16th to 25th inclusive. Every person _over
iwenty-one years should Register and Vote.

VOTE NO!

On the $50,000,000 ROAD
BOND RESOLUTION

Questions and answers relafing to and
explaining the proposed Fifty Million
Dollar Road Bond Mortgage upon all
the property of the State of Oklahoma

ANTL- 50,000,000 ROAD BOND ASSOCIATION

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
4. ELMER THOMAS, Medicine Park
CAMPBELL RUSSELL, Muskogee
J. T. MEINTOSH, Durant
JAS. A. EMBRY, Chandier
LEWIS CLINE, Tulsa
JOE SHERMAN, Sherman
JOHN H. WRIGHT, Oklahoma City
CARL WILLIAMS, Secretary
J. L. WILKIN, Treasurer

‘Headquarters:
SKIRVIN HOTEL, Oklahoma City




nof true, as by section lines We-
woka

one-half mile nearer. I'he

geographical survey is located in
scction 18, 1850 feet west of cen-
ter, in township 8, north, of range
7 east.  Take any map of the
county and measure for yoursclf
Wewoka ituated within three
miles of the east line of the county
and directly in the center of the
cornty north and south.

eminole
is within five or six miles of the
west line of the county and within
eleven miles of the North Canadi
anriver and twenty-five and a
half miles from the South Canadi-
These are facts. Took
at the map and see for yourself.
Now tet us exa

an river.

mine the towns
themselves: We find Wewoka
well prepared to take care of the
coutity  affairs—eourt-house, jail,

Dusiness  houses, banks, loan
agencies, residences and all the
necessary conditions that  go 1o
make up wn o ideal comnty seqt
town. Gil and gas wells abound
There i
plenty of good drinking warer

on the very  townsite

and

samtary conditions are the very
heste O the atlier hand what of
our neighbor. Sewinole?  There in
a llitte town, Tuill upon a negro

allotment, not mote thun two amd
a half years old, pnfied upy with an

exaggerated wiea uf its oan fnpuor-

tanee, abseiutely anprepared 1o

take carc ol o county eapital i
it had one. There is not o Toom
m Al town Targe enough in which

to hold a county court.  There is

n6t'a place in the town where the
county records cowld be placed
safe from fire and storm. All of
these neces
furmshsd by the county at an ex-
tra expense to the furmer and tax
pavers. The constitutional con-
vention placed the county seat at
Wewoka hecanse [0 WAS THI
BEST PREPARKL 10 TAKI
CARE OF IT and accomodate a
greater number of people than any

sities would nave to be

other town in the county. Have
conditions changed in that time?
Seminole offers the county and
taxpavers no inducements what-
everfor a change of connty seat.
Place the county seat at Seminole
and the county must he at the
IMMEDIATE EXPENSE of fit-
ting up that town with offices,
vaults, conrt honse, jail and all
necessar

convenicnees for carry-
ing on the county busmess.

WEWORA  11AS  ALL oW
TUEST NOW,

Wewoka has a conrthouse which

wax deemad ample for the cartying
onof the United  States Govern-
ment’s business  The contmercial
club of Wewoka, rented this court
house and furntshed 1t to the coun-
Ly free ofcharge. This saves the
LY fom $1,000 00 10 $2,000.00

each vear This court honse i
goodenough for ten vears, It iy
@ hetter count house than ane 1o
be found in the counties of eastern
Oklahoma outside of eight or ten
of the Targer cities.

THESE AR ADVANTAGES

OF WHICH YOU, AS TAX-
PAYERS, SHOULD BE GLAD
TOAVAIL YOURSELVES.

woka has voted bonds to

huild a $25,000.00 school house.
It is assured. What has Sennnole
to offer along these line:

Wewoka has contributed not
less than  $5.000.00 in the last
three years to improve the roads of
the county.  What has Seminole
done for them?

Wewoka has churches of all
leacding denowinations.

Wewoka has ample telegraph
and telephone service.  Seminole
has not.

Seminole entered into combines
with politicians of the county to

farther her county seat interests.
IS THIS FAIR TO THE CITI
ZINS OF YOUR COUNTY?

Seminole misrepresented the lo-
cation of Wewoka. DOES TUIS
PROVE THAT SHIG WISITES
TO  DEAL  FAIRLY WITH
your

Has Seminole ever done any-
thing for the county, the farmers
of the county or citizenship in gen-
cral?

Did not the committee, repre
senting the Farmers Union  of
Seminole county, apply  to the
cilizens of the town of Seminole,
for grousd upon which to build a
wareliouse?  Did they get it? No.»
Three times did this commitiee

did not live there and the citizens
Were mot progressive enough to
2id the Iarmers Unton At Jast
the committee wrote Mr. Beeman,
of ElReno, South MecAlester or
some other town not in the county
and, after the second letter, receiy-
«d a reply tating that the four lots
that the committee had picked
upon were worth 30 each and
might be had at that price, or
$200.00 in all.

DOES THAT 100K LIKE
THE TOWN OF SEMINOLE,
THI TOWNSITE COMPANY
OR THE CITIZENS WANT-
JD TO AID THE FARMERS
OF SEMINOLR COUNTY TO
BETTER THHIR CONDI-
TIONS?

Along the same line what did
Wewoka do! Wewoka donated
plenty of ground upon which to
build the ware house, ground also
upon which  to provide stalls,
wagon yards, etc.  Mote than
this—Wewoka donated  $300.00
IN CASH TO AID In THY
ERECTION OV THE WARE
HOUSKH,

These are facts that perhaps von

all know, and they can be proven,
They are not stated to atouse your
prejudices but 1o help qualify
vou to judge between these two
towns advisedly.  Have yon, as
farmers and citizens, ever asked
anything at the hands of Wewoka

jonrney to that town to sce the vou did not get?

townsite officials, but each time in
vain, becanse the townsite owners

Seminole states that *Wewoka
has antagor

Levery town in the




