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January 31, 1931.

P

Honorable Penjamin Martin
C/o House of Representatives
Capitol Building

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

- Dear Judge:

v Hr, Rigsby has forwarded me two lettere from Judge Rober$
L. Tilliams. One objecting to the creation of a Judicial Couneil

" and the other in reference to a chanve in the judicial system. 1In
regard to his suggestion relative $o supreme court to be divided
into three divisions, I zlso would supgrest that the ssme thing would
obtain under conditions of that kind =2s we find in other States;
that is, we would find the divisions continually conflicting in
opinions. It strikes me that an intermediate court with complete .
jurisdiction over certain snpenls and limited as to others wonld

be a much more efficient manner of teking care of the appkRlate
business. You remember thot in the circuit courts of the Federal
Government none of the circuit courts' opinions were taken as -
authority excent in that narticular diatrict and it just asppears to
me that =ny division of our court mish result in the same unsatis-
factory condition, :

18 to his objection to the creation of a Judicial Council,
I can appreciate the fact that it will incur an added exnense and
I also arree that it would be continuing the »racticggthat has
grown so ranidly in the various States =nd the United States fovern-
ment of crearing Roards, Pnresus ~nd Commissions. Rut this matter
of rule making for the procedure in practicing in the courts is so
peculiar in its nature =28 to demand s commission, board or council
in order to nroceed to do that work. As a matter of fact, this
work is a2 pard of and should be done by the sunreme court but that
court is over worked and unable to attend to any such added duty.
If the Judiciary Committee of the legislature were to wndertake
thie work, which wo 1d be more or less satisfactory, it would -
necessitate Just o8 much expense and probably more amd not as much
efficiency =28 the means and manner the district judges hnve recommended,
It secems to me that 1f efficlently and intelligently performed, the
work of such & couhoil would be, in the end, of greater savings
to the sitizenship of%kae State than it would be an expense., These
at least are the reasod ttat come into my mind without more than
a cursory investigation of the anme. Adopting any other State's
procedure along this line is coing to be of no materisl assistance
because the researches of the varloues committees of the American
Bar Association has demonstrated that no State can boast of a '
system of practice and procedure that would not be highly benefited
by the work of a judicial council. I have every respect for Judge
#illiams' opinion in these matters and you know sometimes after

long years of practice and judicial experience one is loath %o |
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take a step in the direction of a departure from that which he
has been used to and from the suggestion of Judge 7illiams one
might be justified inggnciuding that such is the case with him,
I know that is the caswwith me but I feel that this Judicial
Council sten is one in the right direction. Ye must trust these
reforms in the hands of someone nnd it strikes me as being placed
in the best hands when the judges and the lawyers themselves are
handling 1t. " As to the court, I hqve always felt that this State
should have an intermediate court at least for such time as the
great volume of business now in the appellate courts demand.

Ye want to thank you very much for calling our attention
to these motters and if we can be of asristance in any way or
I can brief or have briefed for you any auestions that might come
up in your service in the lepislature, I want you to feel free
to command me, :

Yours resgéc!&ully,
CGC: ZVR
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Honorable C. Guy Cutlip,
Wewoka, Oklahoma.

My dear Guy:

Your letter of the 3lst ult. came duly to
hand and I appreclate the same.

I will give due consideration to what you
say. I wish also to especially thank you for your
offer to brief or have briefed any question that
might come up in any legislative service. So far
we have called on the Attorney General's office

"for such help but I cen assure you that your kind
offer is very much appreciated.

With every good wish and hoping that I may
be of some service to you while I am in the Legis-
lature, I am

Very truly yours,

BENJ. MARTIN, Representative
Muskogee County.

CBM/MT



Pebruary 16, 1931. Bt

Honorable Benjamin MYartin
c/o House of Representatives
State Capitol Bullding
OkIzhoma City, Oklahoma

J& r ¥artin;

Yours of yebruary 9th received and
noted. I undersiand you have not been feeling ,
very well for which I z2m sorry. I also wish to y
call your attention to House Bill No. 62 by Jones,
Thies Bill is rather ingeniously drawn and if 1t
can get by the Constitution it seems %o me it
would be of z wreat deal of benefit to both the
bench snd the Bar of this taue. I had my
gserious doubts that = court of this kind could
be constructed but since readin: the Bill emer
more or less carcfully nnd doing the same thing
with the Constituiion I am rather inelined to
believe that the B1ll is constitutional and, if
g0, 1% would grant much more relief than any
c1erk to the Supreme Court or Commission that
might be created. ° .

I just wonder how strong Judge Jones
has briefed this matiter and am this =oring
¥riting him in regard to that and if he has brie!aﬁ
it I am asking him ¢0 send me a copy if 4t ie not
too wuch trouble. %o, if you see him soon tell
him I was inquiring about it and way be this matier

can be worked out to all our advantages,

¥ishing yon the best success, I am,
Yours respectfully,
CGCs ZVR
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