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In asking me to spadk to you upon the subjact of * That
constitutes 8 Modern Cood father? leaves me open t0 the
opportunity to simply do as the lawyars 40 in presenting the
beat part of their case. That is I might just introduce myzelf
in evidence as “EM2hibit A" and closes the address.

But probably it is not exemplification that you desire but
& serious discussion of what is this day and time, undexr the
changes times and circumstances does in fact produce or con-

stitute a good father.

Well,I shall inform you in the firet instance, that the
firat recuiremant of a ¥odern Good Fathar is to be a Modsrn
Good Hyebsnd. It is muoh more essential to have # good hugband
that 4t is to have 8 700d father in the home. After all it e
the morthers of tha country who rear the children, the father
ia & remarkably smell neceseity in the child 1life; excavt,of
course in the first instance.

Sp g0ing back to our first agregtion that to be a good father
first raquiree the male to be 2 good husbend. For in being a
good husband, furnishing the home, the rsiment, the foed in
sufficient amounts he necessarily enables the mother to 4o her
pert, which is entirely the greater part,more efficiently
and well. And to the same extent the father is enabled %o
furnish the neceseitles of life and some of the comforte ang

convenjiences, is the child life prospered and henefited.



After the material things of life have been provided by the
father, then of course as an adjunct and corrollary,he should
provide the moral and spiritual example. Even if thess things
are more or less hypocritical on his part, yet, withal, it is
an absolutely necessary thing to have before the child's mind
always the example 0f honor and respectability. This 1s Dbest
exemplified ia church life; in the recognition of a Sypreme
Being; in the expectation of a Future Reward for right living
and moral conduct. For,whatever one may believe in the mature
years of 1ife, be he skeptic or orthordox, it cannot be denied
by & thinking mind impression made upon little minds that
through their good conduct and right living they will be expect-
ed to gain & reward that is unseen and unknown. It mey be hard
for the parent to explain to the enguiring mind sometimes,for
those little folk oftimes ask such startling queetion, yet them
$s nothing ian this life that will take the place of Religion in
shaping the future course of the human being. There is nothing
that lends the stimulus to correct morale as does the stimuli
of religious teachings and thought.

We gust not be declewed about the moral requirementas; tley
are not God given 80 much as they are man-made. Man mede to
proteot maen from the many 1lls that lurk about each human being
ready to take their t0ll should & misstep be made. Gluttasay,if
contracted in youth is destructive of happy life in after years.
Intemperance of all kinds must be discouraged whethar it bs in
appétite or a disposition to allow the passions td run asmock.
Intemperance in expression, intemperance in looks, inteampsrance
in speech; these are 8ll foroes that make or destroy ths best

personality.



And in this 1ife personality has more to do with our success-
ful,joyful living than any other charecteristic that goes to mske
up our existance. We may be smart, we may have beauty, we may
possess grace but without the saving quality of personzlity it
is all more or less lost in the ssme extent or personality is
Bad. Personality can be cultivated to the fulleet in the tender
years of a child. The father, of course, is of but smell import-

ance in this moulding of character and peraonality, but being
| a Good Modern Father, he can and should be helpful to the pstieng
mother by setting a good example before the child. Never croseing
the mother in the presence of the child; never allowing the chnild
to get the idea { and they gete ideas in strange ways and upon
the smallest fault) that the mother ies wrong. If he heliaves
her wrong he should speak to h-~r about tha matter apart from the
ppesence of the child. It 48 the woret thing poeaidle for one
pareat to ocriticise the other in the presence of their childrea
for that child or those children will be led to believe thet
either the parent is wrong or that the other is deliberstely
taking sides with the child. Either of these thinge is destructive
of the beat interest of children. It 4s inconclevable,almast,
what small things will influence the life of » child. Yom
have all experienced no doubt the fact that whan a baby is but
two or three daye 014, it will begin to take advantoge and demqd
to have its way. Walk the floor with it once or twioce and it
will ory its head off for that to take place apgain vhen it wents
it. This is indulgence that is not fely to thet child. For
character is made between the ages to one and six=- thet is the

foundation of character, the superrtructure ie impozed ae the

years go forward.



The greatost feult in ths home today ds overindulgence—
aoddling. ~“hat a hendlcap &t 48 to the child in after life when it
iz required to buck the turmoil of the business life or the
soclsal life., What sat backs it must recieve, what bitierness
it must feel. And yet it 18 so much easier to soy yes thun it is
to s2y no. Sut after all that saying yes when judgment diotates
it is not for the hest interast of the youangster is but a self-
ishneass on the part of the varont. It is a desire to please one's
8alf rather than do tha bast thing for the child. In this the
fathar can be of great service in recowmendations and sdvice.

You know, the father ies the hunter Bf the family~-the provi® 2.
It 18 bis business %o bring home the bacon and this requirement
necessitates him daing absent from tne home, but the mother is
ulways there. His business requires his s ttention to it constantly
if he 13 t0 be successful and protvide for the home as he desires
and as 1t should ba provided for. And in this the wife ocsn be of
the greatest help. She can save, ocut the corners, advise in msny
ways ead give comfort and support that is of the utmoet venefit
to the often harassed huaband.[ééﬁ right hers allow me to etate
that the disposition of our people to move to the citles and
live in the towns is a matter of the greatest mizfortune. On the
farm every mambey of the family is helpfule~ osn cooperate-- but
fu the citics and towns only the head of the house cun provide
and the other pembers, &0 far as the income s concerned, are but
wagtars. “asters of necessity, but navertheless wasters, But they
m3y be helpful es such; they can cut down the waste, tho expenses,
They can help the hea&d of the house, the provider, to bulld up a
regerve for the unfortunate time. In tuhe country the wife »nd the

children j3tle incomes, but the oity ond

can provide thelr own 1
the town preveats is.
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And right here allow me to rewark that the Good Father, who is
2lso & Good Husband, can enhance his value very much to socity
and to the home by takieg into consideration the trisls of the
wother in the home. The tax upon her petience, her household
worries, the monotpny &nd lack of excitement in doing over and
over egalin the same things. By his patience and understanding

in these matters he can best sarve the purpose of B Good Fathser,
The home 48 a plece of busirees where two partners c2rry on. Each
must take their resgpective responsibility, if they do not, dige-
sentlon 1a going to break out in that household. It is & business
of give and tzke--sometimes wost exasperating. But & thoughtful,
eenasible psrson will understend and in understanding be helpful.
Agd in being helpful provide a better environment for the growing
children.

Children's characters are made oy prescept &s well aa example
end in this the father can exercise & wholesome influencs. When
the ohill of winter drives the family to the aitﬁing room and
about tihe blazing fires, prineiples of right living and good
osoncuct can be discussed. The father here, and the nother too,
can in a most insiduous and intertaining mannar incwulcats into
little minda truthe of conduet that will remain with the ohildren
8ll through their lives. However far they may stray from the
beaten paths in after life, and what merber of soclety hag never
done 80 tO some extent,yet those teaching will bring them back to
the Deest manner of living. No lew, no governmsnt, no tribunal
that ever sat, can do so much for the best inter-et of tle children
of 8 lend as the Xindly parents about the hearthstone implanting
high rinciples into little minds. Tetching them to speak the

truth, pey their debts, honor their God and respeot their
government, and to live as nearly as possible by the Golden Rule.



The Good Father can be a better father by providing his
children &8s they advange in yedrs, not with the toys elready
prepered for play, but with materisls to construct their toy
This gives rise to imagination in little minds, encourapes
and stimulates their constructiva abilities. As 2 matter of
fact children are not fastidious in their choice of pleythirgs.

A boy will pley with and epjoy more the ordinary "sticke-hors®
that he has contrived himaelf than all the exnensive hobby
horses that repose in the nursery. The little «irl will enjy

a rag=~doll and love it more than the fenciest creation browit
home from the shopa. Many toys are 2 sore detriment to chilren.
The practice gives them the wrong idea of thinpgs, they expect
bigeer and bettar ones all the times, they are never setisfin,
whether they reelly pley with them or not. It 1s just a selfish
satisfaction on the part of the parents that prompts the prectice.
In 8l11 of these thoughtful ways a father mey develop into even

a Good Mpdern Father. As 8 matter of faot, myfriende, 1f there
is any difference between & good 0ld fashioned father and the
modern fatherp in my judgment,the balance of good is on tha side
of the 0ld fashioned one. He, whather designedly or not, 4id not
give the full attention to the children that ias lavished today.
He left them to themselves to & great extent.Thair 1ittle sorrows
and troubles were not ziven the impressive amphasis that we
extend today. This left them, to a creat extent, to their own
inganuity. That was good because it made them to that extent
resourceful and selfsufficient. In thome days,t00,the father and
the mother too practiced frugality and thrift more than they 4o
in this d4ay of the installment buying. This was well beonuses

by example the little minds were impressed wi'h thriftyimpulees,

i
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You know todsy we are all victims of pretention. Oyr fathrs
endeever to possess 8 hetter csr than the Jonee and our rotlwrs
vie vith each other in dress. I¥ ie¢ a conetant contest to see
who is the better dreapser Or hss more pretty things; who has
the newest car and a hoet of kindred pretentions. This ig the
rankest folly. Wnhat does it avail emcept t0 Dring snxiety md
sorrowl?The stretching of the credit to meest our pretentions |
bringe the anxiety in the very firat psyment. Npo wonder theme
are 80 many heart failures these days. The 0ld heart hes e
constant atrain.

And then there is snother way in which the Modern Father
ocan ghow him self not only & @ood Father but an excellent one.
He can teach his children to use their hsnds., He cen teach
them that 48 is not disgraceful to work. He ocan $each them
that if their hande are dexterous 1n.many vays { not towerd
the cash drawer of course)they are to the sams extent indapand=-
dent of oonditions, of hard times, of other men and women.THe
is the greatest lessson that oan be inculcated. Ouyr achools
sre standardizing the 80 called education of our children. They
are all run through the same mill, Thay are taught music and
Prench, physicology &and philosophy, rolitical ecomony and
science when there is not five per cent of our children whe
in the natural run of events can ever find the lelsure time
to enjoy such things. The girls are taught in domestioc soienge
tc the extent of baking cakes, making deserts and sccomplisid ng
strang lookins salids, when God knows the far greater nportiam
0f our peopls will be continually atriving to get hresd and
butter and the absolute,substantial necessities in food. Hew
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i¢ whers the good of usiug thelr hands comes in. If a job 1s
lost or the pay is emall meny 2 savinge may be made 1f the
young man underatend how to construct, even 4f it be in a

cruje way,many of the neccessitics around the home. Understands
the science or tillinz the noile-understands its properties

an? the many taings thet may be grown in the garden or in tle
finld, Undarstand the colce of live stock, the selection of
chickens and other Jowlsi understands thelr nature and the
proper breeding enimel lifs. How many times will such things
tide over an unforiunate period in & man or woman's life. We
cen not alrays and 211 times find employment, not all of ua,.

In the more fortunate homes a classical education is & happy
circumstance, but tc the average doy and girl it is but the
filling of the mind with wrong ideals--encouraging them to a
standard that can never be reachsd-~ discourages them t0 pursue
a courss that is more in k2aping with their position in 1life
and oftizes with their particular mentalfty and ehility to
accamulats, Yat, however fortune the circumstences of a youngster
may be, it 45 never °miss for him 40 kgow how t0 use his hinds.
In this 1ife the vary great majority of people must work, znd
work hard and in lowly places,to galn a living. And he who
accomplishes anyshing in this life worth while must do it by
work., I have sesn the brilliant man 7all by the wayeide while
the nlodder who wmorks st-adily forward reaches the goal of
iminence. This life is mede for ue to work in and the father
who neglsects to teach his children this cardinel principle of
1if2> 1e keeping misfortuns upon their head-— is exposing then

t0 # condition that will in 211 likelyhood wreck their lives.



Then thereis enother means by which the fathar may enhanoe
his ¢oodnass as a father; that is teaching his children as=lf
denial. Ajl through life we must or zhould practice this, the
chief of all virtues. One of the zreat men of the world when
asked wnat was the most difficult thing he had to overeoms
his onward march toward success,answered: " Not doing thoss
things that I wanted to do." That is gelf denial, it is morfe=
it is gelf mastery. How muny of the children of today are
taught that virtue, either by precept or example?! On the other
mischievious hand, they are indulged and overindulged. %Whata
cruel thing to practice upon our children.

Then there is discipline-~ after 41 it is but the practie
of self deniel-~., All through life we must meet with dircipline
In the home, in the shhool and in the law of both fod and mm,
If the home neglects, s0 will the echool becsuse today the
earnest school teaochers ( in fear of her job ) will neglact
to discipiline the boy or girl bectuse the parents in the hame
object and report such things t0 the aschool board zith 5 dem and
that she be dismissed. TYet thaty t-acher, evean if the punishment
be a 1little sevete, ie doing the best thing possibiie for the
child., The fact i8, if the child had been tauzht to mind in
the home the teacher would have but small responsibility in
this line. #at does the child thinks vho is taken by the hand
and merched down to the school by the mother or fathar so tig
the teacher mey be browbeaten for some punishment that no daabt
the little Aickens needed. That child thinks: "My father snc
my mother will not sllow me to be corrected by that teacher®

I am not only protected in my mischief but I am now given a

license to do worse." lIsent that the patural thing for the



chlld to believe? Honor bright! what will thet conduct on tir
part of the parsnt do for the child in after 1ife when it
finds itself required to buck the business world or the
gocial whirl? I'1ll tel)l vou what 1% will do for him or her. It
will make them bitter; they have been tought to believe that
whatever they wanted they could get and when they find the
world loazth to defer to them~— find some other boy or girl
better fitted to teke it on the ohin-- finds some cther boyor
girl ithat beate them to the pungh-- they will hecome bitter
and ;ésentful—- will come to believe that the world ie ageinst
them and then they will turn against the world. Their liven axe
ruined, their dispositions will destroy thenm. A d if they do
not rob a filling stetion or pick from A cesh drawer it is
Beo2use they have learned & lescon for themeelvas thet was mt
taught them in the home.

¥hat & handicsn the parents who coddle fasten upon theixr
ohildren. *nat &n injustice! I never felt sorry for the Loy
peddiing papers on the street, 4t was the boy driving his
daddyts oar about the etreets, that I feel sorry for. Wher
the time oomes for those boys to meet in the marts of trads,
inp the business world- that boy who has met people by p2féiling
his papers=-- thet boy who has learnad to give snd take angd
look after himself, will be the victor. I ask you in a1l
seriousness: how many of the great men snd woman of the worli
oame from familes that were in position t¢ coddlae them? You
caa't for the 1ife of you, right now, nams one. I oAn name
you countlesa hundreds who have come up from the humble hone.
Have come from the wlks in 1ifs where adversity and -ant were

their nlaymates. Adversity when met and overcome,ies strengthening.



It was adversity that made the great men great. A dversity
teaches men how to work, how to accept msisfortune and turn

it into advantage-- how to bounce back like 2 rubber ball
when misfortune hite them a stunning dblow. Do you understand
that XIRYHR necessity 18 the greatest virtue in lifel? Think

of that statment, its import will grow on you. What things

in this life-~~ what 2 ccomplishment,inventions,discoveries~-
have come about without the drivince force of necessity! There
are hus very few. Np necessity in the lives of peopla'mako
the gstrong great, but the weak, baing weak, will fail for they
were faillures at the Leat.

o0 I say to you that the father who disciplines hie child,
who encourages the mothser to do 80 ton, enhances his Goodness
as & father., It 1sng{easant to 4o 80 eome times, but really,
isent that & eelfishness on the part of the parent. Iz the
parent really looking to the bast interest of the child? Does
he want to turn him out upon the world totally unprepared?

A thinking perent and a @(Good Fsther, modern or otherwvise, will
ace thet hie chiid ie taught the strictest discipline for it
protection and security all the way through life.

Then t0o0 a good father will inculcate good morals in his
children and in doing this he will not be satiafied to say to
the child * you must ndt do this or you must not do thast® but
he will ezplein to that child in the most psinstaking manner
the benefits to be derived from the practice of moral conduct
Children's minds are pasculiar. A bare stetment or & given ruis,
does not mean much to the average child.¥ hat he wants aretls
facts. He can undaretand them. A good father will analyse and

explain in detsil just why the moral rule is denefiocisl, If



he dont do this the chances are the child will just dismiss

his leocture with a2 shrug of the shdulders. But if he goee into

detail~- if he expleins that youth is very apt to take champes

that mature people will not take-- if he explaine that youth

is apt to go to excess in the enthusiasm of his youth, and

that excesses will impair, in the million ways he can explain,

the enjoyment and health of after life, then that child will

ba impressed and being impresaed guard himself in a more or

lsas dagrea. Thy you szes it every day in your schools. The

foat ball cozch or athletic instructor iuplants these ideas

1a the mind of our children in the aports world. And do they

follow tha advice? I'il say they do, and if the father will

29 to the sane nains and exercise tho s8ny patience with the

inculcation of the woral laws he will get just &3 w00d results.
My 1da3a of a good fsther, Or 2 good mother, is one who never

indulges his ohildren. Indulgance is a pleasure for the parent

but 18 bed medicine Bor the child. My ides of a good parent is

one who teaches discipline in the strictest sense to his children,

For &iscipline i8 neceasssry in every stage of life, in every

gter we teke, in every effort we put forth, And my idea of the

£00d father ir one who impresses upon bis child the aivantage

end the wirtue g: #elf deniel, beczuse self denlal is the greatest

bleraing one may/possessed of in this 1ife; it is the greatest

virtue =nc within 1teelf possssses the greatest advanizge for

the hum2n being. And then, my idea of the good father is one

who tzsches his children how to use¢ their hands and be self

sufficient-- 1ife demands this security~-~ what a dlsadvantage

yourchild will be at to go intc life unprapared for any and

811 omergenciase. Agd finally my idea of the beat father is one



who has the talent and the taot to send his children into the
world prepared to the fullest extent with the advantages of

& striot adherance to the moral laws. A father who can teach
his children thrift and frugelity, discinline,self denisl,
temp-rance and to regard work as honorable and necessary; 8
father who can teach his children to respect and ebide by the
moral laws; to Honor his God and respect his country; to pay
his debts and tell the truth and live as nearly as is humanly
posaible by the Golden Rule, is the greratest success there

is 1A thds 1if=. B2 will n2ed no monument to mark his grave
and keep the mamory of his life freszh in the minds of pen for
his 14fs and virtues will be reilected in the lives orf his
children. Ho warble shaft, chiseled into beautbous form by

the hands of & naster, could tell the story. No fitting epetaph
could tell the tale,; but the lives of his children will blason
it forth in flaming words that <111 make the most nursuesive
biographer a silly thing.

I have s#tood sithin the hslls of the greatest art gallaries
of this country. There is ssaw the graet work of the patient
magters, &and I thought them fine. I saw the blecke of stone
and marble hewn into the most pleasing forme. I onw the cold
cley in the hande of the mester wrought into the moat perfect
symeiry of form &nd feature., And I kne~ they were grant, tha
the work of those workmen was a great work. But it took but
& short time to orente the picture or mould the form. But the

character
mouléing of xiaxrkxx in the child is a2 metter of 1ife, It tokes
years of paticnt toil to accomplieh 2nd 4t lives 2 11 ‘etime 4in
the mculd that is oast. Not only thet, my friends, but the

happiness 8nd the contentment that i1t brings; the adornment
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that 1t affords to society and thes world; the satisfaction
that follows in its wake, 18 the greatest blessing thag
thie 1life affords.

We dont have to be rich or powerful; we dont have to be
great or have fame; we dont have t0 have beauty or brillianm
¢f mind to make & success of this life. The men that meintains
& modest home, who is a kind husband and & thoughtful fatherx
and rzars his children to be fine men and wmomen; that nen
hee made the greatest success that this 1ife affords. He has
givén 30 socizty and to civilization the best there is5 to
give. He nas made this 2 better world in whioh to 2abide and
the future is beholden to him in a thousand ways. That father
and that mother who rears a fine family of Doys and girls into
manhood and womanhood hus fastenad a lasting benefit and
blassing upon posterity. Riches are t oublesome in the
gatting and fraught with anxiety after they have been sotten.
Power is but fleeting, is here today and zone tomorrow and
is thsersfore a delusion and = snars. Besuty of fage and
grace ol Torm 1s destined to but few years and &re passing
whils the brillance cf miud perishes in the gravae. But the
wan and the woman who raise & fine family teaoching {hau to
speak the truth, pay thelr debss, be loyal to the céuntry
ang true to the God=-- that man snd wowan have aoaompliahéﬁ\
something that will live after them ani reflect glortyryg?n.
themselves and upon their kind. It is the great:st zchieve-
ment in this fleating life of ours, \\

C. Guy Outiip :

. AITERS.
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