War According to Custom.

By Alan Doon.
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Being in the neighborhood of Wewoke, the old capitol of the Seminole
Nation in Indian Territory day, 1 dropped over to see my old friend
C. Guy Cutlip., Wewoka, ( Barking wateis in the Muskogee language) is
one of the historic cities of Oxlahoma. Here the Seminoles held their
tribal council, made their laws and tried their oriminals. The old
"Whipping Tree" still stands near the present day court house, The
"Execution Tree® has been removed and reposes in the historical rooms
at the state capitol. The o0ld ¥YTrading Company" building has long since
burned down., 1t was here the tribal money was made ( choka sodke ) and
redeemed and paid out. And it was here the shipment of specie, gold and -
silver from the federal government was stored in the great vault roome.
~ Dashing "Lighthorsemen" accompanied the shipment as the light wagom
drawn by the fastest team to be had in the nation raced from the little
depot to the waiting veults. It was in Wewoka that Genersl George Custer
sojourned just prior to his fateful trip to the Little Big Horn in the
northwest and Phil S8heridan built the ©ld Indian Agency. The ghoste
of 014 Indian chiefs atill stalk the streets out of the history of
yesterday., And even since the coming of the white man and statehood‘
Wewoka hae contributed its bit to the history of the 8tate and the
Nation. For it was just south of town that the } W.C.U, Rebellion®
started in 1917 as a protest against the ent rance of this nation in
the World war. And it was within two miles that the first oil was
‘struck in 1823, ushering in the great Seminole oil fields.

But the small country town that I had known with ite unpaved
streets of mud and dust, its frame builldings and ite few inhabitants
had vanished and in ite stead I found a modern city with miles of paved

streets, fine business blocks, churches and schools and every modern
~eonvenience,
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Time had wrought its changes‘Ln“a.miraculous,beautifullg Menner.,

The first person I struck, however, knew my old friend Qutlip ad
and informed me that he had been elevated to the Suyperior judgeship
of the county and held his court in Seminolee twelve miles weat,

I wanted to #ee him because there was always a good stery to be
nafl§;, told in his own whimsical, humerous style, so I drove en over
%0 where he held his court. He wae in his judge's chambers reading
a Western novel of action and hard shooting when 1 entered, He
shook hands and waived me to a chair in a casuél, everyday manner
although I had not seen him for a number of years. His philosophy
of 11fe makes time but of 1ittle importance to him. He 1aid his
book aslde and leaned Mack, comfortable, in his big officé chalilr amd
- Imoticed the same 0ld humerous wrinkles about his keen blue eyes
and krew that time had been kindly to my old friend.

While the judge can inétruct a jnry with fhe succinctness and
‘diction ofa master he pre;ers the idiom and easy eonve:gation of the
old West of which he is part and parcel when-taiking with old friends
and acqueintainces. It is this mekes him so entertﬁining and delight-
ful. Drawing, as he does, upon the varied and exceptional .experiences
~of an active life on the last great frontier._ Probabdy no men 11vi§§
hag a better understanding or 8 closer knowledge of the higtory-of the
' Seminole.people and I sought to draw him out inﬁo'some gtory that 1
| might utilize should occasior present it{self,

After passing the formalities neceésary‘to a convergsation between
friends who had not seen each other in some time I settled myself down
to draw out some story or get & new slant.cn the piquant phileoesophy
of my old friend: This is no easy job at any time as the perverse old
~rascal can scent & solicitation and aveld it with mervelous adroitness.
80 after muoh skirmishing around in a conversational way &nd a jab.er-

two at the depressed conditionm of the times I casually enquired how
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the Seminoles were disporting themselves under the straightened
condition of affaire, Luckily I had hit upon a proper device to
elicit the very thing I was looking for. |

*Oh | they are at the top notch. 0il has made many of them rich and
the government has prevented them squandering it for moonshine
whiskey and phonographs. They are the original communisss, when one
has plenty the whole community participates until it is gone. The
old warriors who use to raise a small patch of corn, a few sweet
potatoes and a pumpkin or two and a whole lot of cattle and horses
have died off and the younger generation has taken up education and
footballe ‘he nation is full of quarter breeds and quarterbecks,
half bloods and halfbbeks, fullbloods and full backs. This generation
knows what it wante, 811 right. They have quit buylng hearses to carry
the children around in and now have the biggest sedan to be found.
They sure are hellyons after automobiles. During the cold epell this
last winter one of them built a fire uﬂier his car to get it started.
I+ did, He was telling me how it acted. "Build it fire on terrapin's
back he crawl off; I built it fire under automobile, he blow up.”

Drawing his chair up close to the desk and gently tapping on its

top he procecded, with a droll 1light in his eyes:
* They build themselves big fine houses all eguipped up with electriec
lights and pursuade the Dgpariment to buy the finest furniture and
fixtures to be had, and then all the neighbors,with grunts of delight,
come in and 1ive with them. Amos Jokada, a full blood who had oil
struck on his allottment, built himeelf a big, fine modern home out
in a secluded spot among the black jacks. He had his own private stomp
ground and telephone line, It was a beauty spot of geography,scenery
and seclusion. He could sleep in peace and awaken to the sweet singin
of the red bird,blue bird and blue jay and avoid the white mants

diequieting noises. Out there were no sundays and ho ice,plenty of

flies, no rent and no troubles,
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Work wae adjourned as the Depariment was liberal with the monthly
allowance. He could sit on the front porch and gaze out over the black
jacks with the impersonal and expressionlese dignity of an Arab shiek,
while the women folks did the ﬁork and wound up the phonograph. His
greatest ambition was to have & larger car or locate a wildeat still
nearer to his domicile. Hgfe in his seclusion he wasg filled with.peaoe
and a tired feeling. However divers merchants and filling station
ownere in the nearby towns were nof so peaceable but did have the
tired feeling, tired of waiting.
A ghort time ago a friend of mine from the Indian Department

called on Amoe in order to make a satisfactory report to Washington
showing his official activities and devotion to duty. While examining
the gpacious home ﬁith its private lighting plant= which had ceased to
operate on account Amos was too tired to put water in the batteries—-
my friend noticed a large electric refrigerator. It wae of gigantic
proportions, large enaghh for the biggest butcher shop. It, of course,
had ceased to function along with the electric plant. My friend, being
of a bold and restless nature and perﬁaps with a thought of corn liguor
or other liquid edification, opened one of the large lower compartmente.
What was his surprise to find stored thereln a saddle and bridle.
Incited by Departmental curiosity and governmental inquisitiveness,
| my friend opened one compartment after another and found in one a mildew-
ed ham and the wagon harness and an electric fan in the othess.
- Thls was modern equipment for Amos but he put it to a primative use.

These redakins may heve ceased to be what A:exander Pope wrote
about when he said:

Lo, the poor Indian, whose untutered mind
Prompte him to put his britches on forepart behind."

You dont find any cigar stores slipping up and standing behind him
these days. He is of a pecullar plaintive and'inquisitive disposition
and he buys the first curious looking thing that happens along when he
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gete hls pay check from the government. He stands the grocery man

off till the neit pay day unless in an unsuspecting moment he is

euchered into signing an order to the Indian Agent. But you cansay

to his credlt that he has not taken up Qontract bridge as yet.

While he doee buy an incubator now and then to roast his potatoes

in he has become refined and selfsufficient., Instead of the breech

clout and the scornful smile that his forefethers wore he indulges

the finest broadcloth suit, an undershirt and a red handkerchief. B

He has ceesed to raise his own cattle like his forebears did but

buye himself & sirlolin steek, on time, at the butchers together

with a can of tomatoes; and he buys in small quantities so as to

have an excuse for driving his car %o and from town.more often.

He sells his land two or three times and brings a dozen law sults

to get it ack, He is as familiar with process,subpoenas, summons

and allegations as the average lawyer and can furhieh testimony on

any point at lesues This selling and recovering is just & game with

him; he laughts when he wins and when he loses, He insists on talking

through an interpretér when testifying because it gives him more time

to digest the questions whilethe interpreter is repeating the questlom

to hime. He is full of guile and gullability and odd notions. He is as

vain about his ability to take care of himself as a fishworm in & bunch

of robins. He hires his law by the year and pays him by the century.

He is just a child of nature with i%ﬁﬁ;ff%é}ﬁﬁgeroue notions of workX
"But I judge he is making progress. ;’He s all the facilities of

farm agents and governmental supervision., Burely he hes made great

strides through these means?” I asked #ith a serious expreesion

calculated to keep my friend on his subject,

" The white man wants him to learn farming and wear suspenders but the
S eminole runs to big hats and bootleg whiskeYs oo redman as a standard

bearer of progress aint much. His 1dea of progress ig to talk the °
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Department out of & bigger allowance and run a gasoline bill at
some unsuspecting filling station, Some of them attend these
football colleges and come out with ﬁ gly grin and still talking
Seminole, His fathers used the branding iron énd gcalping knife
and left the gridiron to him. As a ward of the government he is
always looking forward to bigger and better allowances. A s a
citizen his vote is open to the highest and best bidder for cash
in hands. The 014 timers had their own medicine men but the young
ones patronize the white "medicine-~man" and buy everything from a
pair of red gartere to car polish, They crowd around the fakir and
laugh and grunt and yearn for color and galety and a new car, They
spend their money on the "medicine~man® and tell the grocer they
havent got their last month's allowance."

They are quaint, child like‘and bland. One young Seminole said
to me! " Government a funnyHbusiness; etick it me in a college once
and a jailhouse three times. College, I dont know why. Jailhouse,
corn liquor, Quit it the college but no quit it the jailhouse until
pay him fipe,"

We are all the time trying to do some thing for the poor Indian
when we dont owe him for anything except the land the Upited 8tates
is built on. No wonder they are not warlike any more, the white man
taught them the pen is mightier than the tomahawk,"

Just here a %ransient peddler of roach powders came in offering
his wares to the judge, volunteering the information that hewas an
ex-service man and was gassed in F.ance, Before he could tell the
virtues of his powder he was interrupted—

"What do you want for it"? said the judge
"Two bits®,
;i;ginfake it, would rather pay the two bits than listen to the

"It'11 kill the roaches®
"If it does I'll bless you instead of cussing you, like I am now,."
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As the man went out the judge remarked that he was the reserve fund
for.all the ex~service meﬁ in the country- that he furnished the
Legion a hall for their meetings over at Wewoka, and that he
believed they ought to have thelr compensation now, if they wanted
to take it, so that many men and families would keep from being
hungry.

S8ettling back with his heels on the desk and his hands in his
pockets, apparently at peace with all the world the judge asked:
BDid I ever tell you about the Seminoles who were soldiere in the
World war?"

And without walting for an answer but with a soft chuckle, he
continued. |
" In the old days, and today as a matter of fact, the Seminoles
celebrated Christmas in their own peculiar fashion. Their idea of
" ‘peace on earth, good will to meni is to have a big stomp dance on
Ghristmas eve, plenty fortified with contrband 1iquor. Did you ever
see a "stomp dancel!™ No. Well outside of a few delinquencies it is
much more modest than the modern dance the whilte boys and girls
perform in. Ite no necking party like ours, The women and the men
dance at different times and whatever necking goes on, is at least
out of sight, As the dence progresses and the Indlans partake at
more frequent intervals of the white man'sg solace the prayer of
every constable and deputy sheriff on the grounds is that the Lord
will let them do only bailable and finable offenses. But as long
ag the "law" hangs &around the r%@&n is as quiet as 2 lamb, but in
the early hours of the morning when the tired officers have taken
themselves to their virtuous couches, the noble ecions of Colombus!
great discovery start the fireworks with firewater. They turn back
to their ancient state of mind and become as mean as a stock broker

in 1929 and you'd think their ancestry ran no further back than %o
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a corporation. With & wild cry of delight and Christmas spirit they
stagger off in pairs and one or the other, with & fence rail, neck
yoke or singletree and a carefree disposition beats his friend to
death, Some times a knife is used and less often a gun. Many times
a free for all, with clubs and knives and guns takes place, But when
Christmes morning rolls around, with its peace and good cheer,there
are always two‘to five Indians souls seeking their appointed places
in the "Happy Bunting Grounds." Some timés they know who did 1t and
many times not, but a grand time is had by all.

Now during the World war many.of the Seminole boys were %aken to
France &s soldiers. They made good onee, too., If you remember they
" used them to talk orders over the trench and line telephones so the

Germans couldent get next to the coming troop movements. And & Choctaw
is accountable for the statement that the war was fought to make the

world "safe for the democrats.! That was before Harding took Cox to &
cleaning.

Well, anyway, during one of the early engagements a friend of mine
of the fullblood persuasion was shot almost to pleces and sent home
as an invalid. Kfter he had been back and was able to get around on
crutches a little, he came into my law office to see about some business
and after he hadconcluded whatever it was I began to pump him for his
war experience. He told me about the fight in which he wes shot up. As
he talked he became more and more excited and when he finished he gave
a yell of blood curdliing quality that must have made old Tecumseh jump
plumb out of his grave, threw a cruthh into a2 spittoon and sprang up
on his crippled legs. inxxxlxxnnxxnttxtxxtnx;nnxlbnnxitiklxhnxtn!ﬂxiz
twxxexfrrritxizxreeixeineidatingxxKexenid» I grabbed up a paper
weight and sat ready to envoke the law of self defense. But let me
tell the story to you something like he told it to me, it is real
elucidating and to the point. He said-
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® They take 1t us up front'in little box cars,every body tight in
like little fish in a can. Then we walk a long time in night.Come
up to country all dug up. Put it us in a long ditch come 'bout up
to our necks. Every body iagf:ound guiet all night smoking
cirgarettes, Directly long time next to morning officer come sroumi
and he say, have it a drink, Every body take it drink rum. Feel
purty good. Directly feel purty damn good. Then nother officer he
come long and say, get it ready goin it over some top. Every body
get busy, put hard hats on head, stick it knives on guns, hitch up
belts. Then officer he yells, go it over some top. Every body
jump out of that ditch and run like hell- fight like hell. Big guns
goin "boom*- "boom¥, Little guns goln "bing*-~"bing". 8ky rockets
goin up~ baloons goin up, Jump right into em~ fight‘em here, stick
em there, Y-e—e-i-p } G-~ damn, all same like Christmas at home."
They're & quaint'and cu;bansrace. They have laid aside the

tomahawk and the bow and arrow and taken up goiéﬁand tiddlewinks.
But juast fill up their bollers with redeye and they lapse right

beck into their ancestral prerogative.Ant they fight thelr wars
d,i\m:-“;bck\ 8
according to the ancient IndianAéustom.“

-



Being in the neighborhood of Wewoka, the old capitol of the
Seminole Kation in Indian Territory days, I dropped over to see
my old friend Guy Cutlip. On invéstigation I found Guy had been
elevated to the Syperior Egdhkxim Judgeship of Seminole County and
held his court in the city of Seminole about twelve milee west.
Not having visted Wewoka for a number of years ZI proceeded to
look around at the little,dust and muddy streeted town I had
known a few years. It had grown into a beautiful and modern city
with paved streets and fine homes and big churches and finé
business houses. A few years had made. great changes. I wanted to
sed Guy because there was alwaye a good story thére to be told in
his own whimsical, humerous style so I drove on over to where he
held his court. He was in his judge's chambers reading a western
novel of action and hard shooting when I entered. He shook hands ad
waived me to a chair in a casqal, everyday manner, a&lthough hat I
had not geen bhim for a number of years. His philsophy of life makes
time his body servant and ite passing is not strange but the thing
to be expected. He 1aid aside his book and lesned back,comfortable,
in his big office chair and I noticed the same old humerous
wrinklee about his keen blue eyes and knew that time had been kindly
to my old friend.

While the judge can instruct a judy with the succinctness and
diotion of an expert he prefers the idiom and easy conversation of
the old West, of which he is & part and parcel, when talking with
0ld friends and acguaintainces. It is this that makes him so
entertaining and delightful drawing, as he does, upon his varied
and exception experlences of an active life on the last great

frontier, Probably no man living has a better understanding axd or

Eoﬁéﬂgefok g:%gh e of the history of the Seminole people and 1

m out i
occasion reguire. ut 1nto some story that I might utilize gshould



Wewoka, ( Barking Waters, in the Muskogee language ) is one of the
historic cities of Oklahoma. Here the Seminoles held their tribal
council, made their laws and tried their criminals. The old
whipping tree still stands near the present day court house. The
Pgxecution tree® has been remo ed énd reposes in the historical
rooms at the state capitol. The old "Trading qupany" building
hae iong gince burned down. It was here the tribal money was

made ( choka sodke ) and redeemed and paid out. And was here

the shipments of spéeie,gold and silver from the federal govern-
ment was stored in the great vault rooms. Dashing "Lighthorsemen®
accompanied the shipment from the'railway depot with ready
CsTbines, It was in Wewoka that George Custer sojourned just
prior to his fateful trip to the Little Big Horn in the northwest
and Phil Sheridsn built the ol#& Indian Agency. The ghosts of old
Indian chiefs 8till stalk the streete out of the history of yeste;u'
day. And even since the coming of the white man end statehood
Wewoke has contfibuted ite bit to the history of the State and

the United States., For it was just south of town that the "Green
Corn Rebellion® started in 1917 as a proteet against the entrance
of thie nation in the Wofld war. And it was within two miles that
the first oil was struck in 1923, ushering in the great Seminole
oil fields.

But the small country town that I had known with its unpaved
streets of mud and dust, its frame buildings and its few inhabitans
had vanished and in 1lts stead I found a modern city, with miles of
paved streets, fine business bdocks, churches and schools and every
modern convenience, Time had wrought its chances in a maraculous,

?eautify manner., The first person I struck, however, knew my old
riend Cutlip and informed me kxd he had been elevated to the

8
uperior Judgeship of the county and held court in Seminole, twelve



Apter passing the formalities neceseary to a conversation between
friends who had not seen each other in some time I settled myself
down to draw out some story or get a new slant on the picquent
philogophy of my 0ld friend. This is no easy job at any time asthe
perverse old rascal can scent a solicitation and avoid it with
marvelous adroitness.

Sp after much skirmishing around in a conversational way and a
jab or two at the depressed conditionm of the times I casually asked
how the Seminoles were disporting themselves under the straightehed
conditions of xhe affairs. Luckily I had hit upon a proper device
to elicit the very thing I was looking for.

* OH.' they're at the top notch. ©il has made many of em rich and
the government has prevented them sgnadering it for moonshine whiskey
and phonographs. They are the original communitets, when ore has
plenty the whole community participates, until its all gone. The
old warriore who use to raise a small patch of corn, a few sweet
potatoes and & punkin or two haxxxpazxadxanxxRxkaxyxm and a whole lot
of cattle and horses have died off, and the younger generatlion has
taken up educetion and football. The nation is full of gquarter breeds
and wuarterbacks, half breeds and half backs and fullbloods and
fullbacks. This new generatiom knows what it wants, all right,.They
have quit buying herses to carry the children around in and now
have the biggest sedan to be found?EThey build themselves big,fine
houses all equipped up with lectric 1lighte and pursuade the
department to buy the finest furniture and fixtures to be had and
then all the neighbors, with gﬁriekg“of delight come in and live with

them. & short time ago a friend of mine in the Department was
visiting oswgoﬂﬁﬁg in his new home. Amos hed bought himself an
electric_

T e:ato? big enought for any butcher shop and had it
installed in his



Amos had built him a big, fine modern home out in a secluded
spot smong the black jacka., He had his own private stomp ground
and telephone line., It was beauty spot of geography, scenery and
seclusion. He could sleep in peace and awaken to the sweel singin
of the red bird, blue bird and blue jay and avoid the white man'é
disuieting noises.Qut there was no Syndays and no ice, no rent
and no troubles. Work was adjourned for the Department was liberal
with the monthly allowance from oil. He could sit on the front
porch and gaze out over the black jacks with theimpersonal and
expressionless dignity of an Arab shiek, while the women folks

doredt
did the work and wound up the phonograph, His great ambition, to

have & larger car or locate & wildcat still nearer to his do:;cile.
Here, in his seclusion, he was filled with peace and a tired
feeling although divers merchants and filling station owners in

the nearby towns were no so peﬁceful but did have the tired feelling,
tired of waiting.

A short time ago a friend of mine from the Indian Department
called on Amos in order to make a satisfactory report to Washinton
of his axkixkiaz official activites and devotion to duty. Wpile
examining the spacious home with its private lighting plant- which
had ceased to operate on account Apmos was too tired to put water in
the batteries— my friend noticed a large electric regrigerator. It
was of gigantic proportions, large enough: for the biggest butcher
shop. It, of course, bad ceased to function along with the eieetric
plant. My friend, being of a bold and restless nature, and perhaps
with a thought of corn liguor or other liquid edification,opened

one of the great lower compartments. What was his surprise to find

stored therein & saddle and bridle. Encited by sxxkmxkix departmental

ggﬁégg%gengngf%ggegfmggtal inquistiveness, my friend opened one
other
AP P g ~ and found 1n one a mildewed ham’ and the

4.
hgu%eggta%d an pr mgtf%g agg'in the others. Modern equipment




These redskine have ceased to be what Alexander Pope wrote about

when he said:
' “Lo, the poor Indian, whose untutered mind

Prompts him to put his britches on,forepart behind."
You dont find any cigﬁr stores slipping up and standing behind him
these days. He is of a pecullarly plaintif$é and inquisitive
disposition and he buys the first ourious looking thing that happens
along when he gets his pay check from the government.'He gtands the
grocery man off till the next pay check unless in an unsuspecting
moment he is euchered into signing an ordei to the Indian agent.

But you can say to his oredit that he hasent teken upnfontract as
yet. While he does buy an incubator now and then to roast his potatoes
ig he has become refined and selfsGfficient. Instead of the britch
clout and the happy smile that his forefathers wore he indulges the
finest broadcloth suit, an undershirt and a red silk handkerchief
about his neck. He has ceased to raise his own cattle like his fore-
bears did but buys him a sirloin steak,on time, at the town butchers
tégether with & can of tomatoes; and he buys them in small quantities
g0 as to have an excuse for driving his automobile to and from town,
more often. He sells hie land two or three times and brings a dozen
law suits to get it back. He is as familiar with process, euﬁpoenas
summons and allegations as the average lawyer and can furnish
test imony on any point at issue. This selling and recovering is just
a game with %im, he laughs with he wins and when he loses. He insists
6n talking through an interpreger when testifying because it gives
him more time to digest the questions while the interpreter is
repeating thé question t0 him. He is full of guile and gullibility

and ol notions. He is as vain about his ability to take care of.

himself as a fishworm in a bunch of robine. He hires his lawyer by
the year and pays him by the century. He 1s just a child of nature

with quaint ang langerous notions of work.



The iight“plant was out of order and my friend was curious to know
what Amos w;;\qgiiiit for. He. tobk“the firet oppertunity to investi-
gate. Opening one™of the bigs doore to a8 lower compartment he found
Aldog? gaddle and bridlé\ tored there, in the other a mildewed ham

and in the,uﬁper compartment“the wagon harness, It might be modern
equipment for Awos but he put it toxprim&tiVe use, "

" The white man wants him to learn farming and wear suspenders
but the Sembnole runs to big hate and bootleg whiskey. The redmzn as
a standard bearer of progress aint much, His idea of progress is to
talk the department out of a bigger allowance and run up 2 gasoline
bill at some unsuspecting filling station. Some of time attend these
football colleges and come out with a sly grin and still talking
Seminole., H4s fathers used the branding iron and left the gridiron
to him., As a ward of the government he is always looking forward to
bigger and better allowances. As a citizen his vote is open to the
highest and best bidder for cash in hend. The old timers had their
own medicine men but the young ones patronize the white "medicine-man®
and buy everything from a pair of red garters to car polish. They
crowd around the fakir and laugh and grunt and yearn for color and
gaieyy and a2 new car, The spend their money on the "medicine-man®
and tell the grocer they havent got their last mOnth's allowﬁnce.'

They are a funhy*business, child liké and bland. One young
Seminole said to me: 'Government a funny business, stick it me in
.a college once and a jailhouse three times,college I dont know why.
Jailhouse, corn liquor. Quit it the college but no quift it the jail
‘house until pay him th#& fine.' We are all the time trying to do some
thing for the poor Indian when we dont owe him for anything except
the land the Upited S¢ates is built on, No wonder they are not warlike

any more, the white man taught them the "pen was mightier than the
tomahawk,



and now _days no cirgar-store-is—alipping up behindwhere-they aTe
Just here a transcient pedlar of roach powders came in offering

his wares to the judge, volunteering the information that he was
an ex-service man who was gasseed in France. Before he could fell
the virtues of his powder he was interrupted-

"What do you waﬁt for itt¥sald the judge

% Two bits.?

# I'11 take it, would rather pay the two bite than listen to the
sermen®

" It'11 kill the roaches

" If it does I'll bless you instead of cussing you, like I am now'"

As the man went out the judge remarked that he was the reserve

fund for all the ex—-service men in the country, that hefurnished
the Legion & hall for their meetinge over at Wewoka, and that he
believed they ought to have their Compenaation\non{if they wanted
to take it. s0 that many men and families would keep from being
'hungry.

Settling back with his heels on the desk and his hands in his
pockets, apparently at peace with 81l the world the judge asked:
" Did I ever tell you about the Seminoles who were soldiers in |
the World war?*

And without waiting for an answer continued:
" In the old days the Seminoles celebrated Cpristmas in their own
pecualiar fashion.Their idea of>"peace on earth, good will to man®
was t0 have a big stomp dance on Christmas eve fortified with plenty
of contraband liquor. Did you ever see al"stomp dance"?! No. Well
outside a few delinquencies, it is much more modest than the modern

dance the white boys and girls perform in. Ite no neeking party,
like ours. The women and men dance at different times and whatever



necking goes on, is at least out of sight. As the dance progresses
and the indiane partske at more frequent intervals of the white
man's solace the prayer of every constable and deputy sheriff on

the grounde is that the Lord will let them do only bailable ofeenses
during the scance. But as long as the *law" hangse round the redman
is as quiet as a lamb, but in the early houres of the morning when
the tired officers having taken themselves to their vituous courches,
the noble scion of Colombus! great discovery, start the fireworks
with fire water. They turn back to thelir anclent state of mind and
become as mean &8 & stock broker in 18238and you'd think their
ancestry ran no further back than & corporation. W ith a wild cry

of Gelight and Christmas splirit they stagger off in pairs and one or
the other #p with a fence rail, neck yoke or singletree and a care |
free disposition beats his friend to death. Some times a knife may
be used and less often a gun, but when the Christmas morning rolls
around there axaxx is 2lwaye tewo to five Indians souls seeking their
appointed place in the "Happy Hunting Grounde.™ Some times they know
who did it and many times not, but & grand time is had by all,

Now during the World War many of the Seminole boys were taken to
France as soldiers. They made good ones, too. If you remember they
used them to talk orders over the telephones so the Germans couldent
get next to the coming movement of troops. And a Choctaw is accountablk
for the statement that the war was fought to make the world "safe for
the democrats." That was before Harding took Cox to a cleaning.

Well, anjgway, during one of the early engagements a friend of mine
by the name of Amos Marks was shot almost to pieces and was sent home
as an invalid. After he had been back a while he and his wife ceame into
my law office to see about some businees and after we had conduded
whatever it was I began to pump him about his war experience. He told
me about the fight in which hé

was almost shot to death. Let me tell
it to you sbout 1like he told it to me:



He said:

"They put us in a long ditch, come about to our neck, Directly
long come an officer. He say, have it a drink. Every body take
drink rum. Feel pretty good. Directly feel pretty damn good.
Then nother officer come long and he say, get it ready, gon'it
over some top. Every body get buay, put harll hate on head, stick
i1t knifes on guns, hitch up belts. Theb officer he yelle,th it
over some top. Every body jump out that ditch, run like hell-
fight like hell. Big guns goln 'boom!''Boom!, little guns goin
'bing'~ 'bing'. Sky rockets goin up. Baloona goin up. Fight em hes»
stick there. ¥me« Y-e-e-lip! aXXkxmamaxkike ____ demn, all same
like Christmas at home.™

"They're a quaint and curious race. They have lald aside the
tomahawk and the bow and arrow and taken up golf and tiddlewinks.
But just fill up their boiler with redeye and they lapse right
back into their ancestral prerogative.” '
>tThThey sure are hellyons after automobiles. During the cold
spell thip last winter one of tiyem built a fire under his car
to get it started. It did, He was telling me how it acted."

¥ Build it fire on terrapin's beck, he crawl off,.I build it

fire under automobile, he blow up."



awmm i¥a c‘ma.m m :a ﬁﬁaﬁ&&ymtmm manaaY,

The tirst person I ﬁt!ﬂCk, hﬂﬁ&?“f, knna my -01d friend Qutlip ad
and informed me thet Lis hnd been slsvated to the Superior Judgeship .
of the county and held hie oouftAin Seminoie. tvelve miles upqt.

I ﬁiated:to'lne him becouse there was always a ;ood etory to be-
haﬂd3 told in'ﬁis'own'ih&&alsalg,humﬁroua style, 80 1 drove on over
to where he held his court. He was 1@ hig judge's chembers read@ﬁg'
a Western novel of sction an’ hard shooting when I entsved. He Ef:l'
shook henda and waived me to a chaiy in a casunl, everyday mmnnaf-xr
although I bacd not seen him for & namder of yeaxn. Hie phllcnaphg
of 1ife makes time but of little mportanca to him. He laid his
book asilde and leaned Mok, cemfar&nble. in his big o‘fica chaiy anﬁ
I moticed the szme o0ld humarous wrtnklsﬁ ﬁbout his ksen blue syeu
and knew that time had been kiﬁﬁxy*to my old friend.

Vhile the judge cmn instruct a~3ﬁuy with the succinotness and

diction ofa master he prefers the: ﬁdiom 2nd aasy conversetion of thu

old West of which he 15 pa-t and p&rcel when talking »ith old fr.tamh S

sn acquaintainces. It 1s this makes him so mntertalnins and deligh&w
ful. Drawring, as he does, upon the§VHried ungd axnaptional‘&xpsrianaae
of an ective life on the lact grau% frontieyr. Probabdy no men living
hea 2 better understanding or o cﬁbaer tnovledge of the history of the
Seminole people and I sought %o a?’m him cut into some story that I
might utilize should occssion profent itoolf,

After passing the formulitiaﬁineeaasary to a converastion between
friends who hzd not seen cach atﬁer in somr tine I B2 tled myself down
to draw out some astory or get a ﬁew slant on the piguant philosophy
of my old friend. Thie 1o no eaaf job at a2ny time as the perverse old

rescal cun scent & solicifation Qmﬂ avold 1t with mervelous adroitness.

So after much skiraishin: arodiad in a aanv&raation&l way and & jab or

two 8t the depressed conditions-§f the timee I casuslly enquired how
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the Beainclee weys disporting themselves umey thn atraightened
coniition of effeire. Luckily I had hit nmon n proper device to
elioit the very talne T was looking: for. N |
*Oh ! they sre at the top notoh. 041 has moda many of them rioh'and
. the povernment has provented them eguandering 1t for mobnmﬁine
whiskey an«d phonogrsphs, Theoy ars the originel communisss, when bne
has plenty ¢t e vhole community participates until it is gone, Tha‘
- old warriors vho use to roice a omrll pateh of corn, & faw awaei“
potatoes and a pumpkin or two sn: = wholn lot of onttle and horaes .
have died off and the younper genef#tion hae taken up ~ducation and
football. ihe nation is full of quart:r breeds and guarterbacke, '\
half bloods and halfbbeke, fullblooéis and full backs. This generation
knows what it wents, &11 rlghtj‘Tth have quit buying hearses to carry
the children around in #nd nov hzave the bippent sedan to be found.
They sure are h@llyonn eft v automdhil&t. Durins the cold sp=ll this
1act winter one of them bu;lt a fife und~r his car t0 get it sterted.
It 414. He waa teXlin: me how 1t e&tad. "Bulld it fire on ta-rapin'e
back he erawl offj I built it firs9uﬁﬁmr automobile, he blow up."
llnrawiug hin ehﬁlw up cloge t0 the desk =nd pently topping on ite
top he proce dod, with n Aroll light in his eyes! |
* They build themselves blp fine mbueas 2ll eauipped un with alectric
1ights #nd pursuade th@‘ﬂapﬁ?tm@ﬁt'to buy the finest furniture and
fixtur 8 to b~ had, and then a1l #hg neighbors,with grunte of delight,
come in and 1ive with them. Amos Jokeds, s full blood who had oil
struck on his allettment, built ﬁim&@lf 2 big, fine modern home out
in 2 smecluded spot =mony ths bLlad: jacks. e hod his own private atomp
ground and telephone line. It weg 2 besuty spot of geography,scenscy
and s#clusion. He could eleep in peace and awnaken to the sweet singin
of the red bird,blue bird and blus jey and avoid the white man's
disquietin. ﬂéiaaa. Cat there na&e ne sundaya and ho ioce,plenty of

flies. no rent and no tvoublﬁa.g'



i

Yark wae adjourn=] ze the Mapartment wne 1iborel with the monthly:
nllowsnos, lies could alt on the front porch mn  ganze out over the blnek
jacks with the impevracnal and sxpressionless Jignity of an Arab chisk,

while the women folke iid tie =0Tk &’ sound up the phonograph. HEE:

nearcr to his Jomicile. Hee in "is seclunion he wrs filled with pance
snd 3 tired feeling. However divers merchants and f111lin~ atation
owners in the nearby tons wers not 5o peaceable but ~id hevys the
tired feelin , tired o walting,

A short $ime 2po 8 friend of mine from the Indian Department

¢=1lled on Amos in order to make a satisfretory renort to "arhington

the aspacious home with its privete lighting plante which had ceased to

opﬂrateIOn gccount Amon wns too tirad to put witer in the betteriece~

my friend noticed & lrrg. elentric refrigerntor. It was of pirsntic

proportions, larce emoghh for the bi gest butchsr shov. It, of course,

hzd aessnd to function slong wizh 4hs ~lestric nlant, ¥y friend, boing

of 5 bol! an! r-stlesrs andure and He thopd with a thouzht of corn liquor

or other liquid ediflirntion, openad one2 ¢ the large lower comnertments.

“hit weg his surprize to find ator~a therein a saddle zng bridle.

Incited by Deprrtmental ocurisnity ﬁng ;ov ramentnl incuisitivencss,

my trisnd opened one commnrtuant i2ftqr another onad found? in one 8 mildew-

ed ham 2ud the wagon h-rneas and nn aleoctric fon in the othewes.

Thie wos modern eguipment for F“dn but he put it to o primative use,
Thege reds-ina mry hovoe ocegad o be vhat A:exander Pope wrote

about when he arid: |

Lo, the noor Indian, whwra untutered mind
Prompta him to nut hi$ britcheg on forepart bhehind."

You dont iind sny cignr stores E}ippiﬁﬂ up an! atanding behind him
these days. He is of a peculiar plaintive and incquisitive disposition
ani he buys the first curious lopkin: thing that happens elony vhen he
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gets hig pay cneok from the sov-rnment. H» stonde the procery a»n

off till the next pay day unless in an unsuspectine moment he i

euchered into eipning sn order %o the Indisn A-~ent. ut vou can J‘«?

to 18 crodlt that he Lirs not taken up Contrsot bridee se yet.

%hile he does buy an incubttor now an’ then to roast his potatoes

in he hse become r~fined and selfsufficient. Instead of the bruech

clout ani tle scornful aemile that hi- for-fathers wore he indulpes

the finest broadcloth suit, an undershirt and 8 red hondeerchief. B

He has ceased to raise his own cattle like hin forebears did but

buye himself a airloin steak, on tims, at the butchers together

with 2 can of tomstoss) znd he buys in small quantitiss so 88 to

have #n excuse for drivin~ his caxr to and from town.more often,

He melle hiw land two or three times an:d brings a dozen law sults

to get it Meck, He is a3 famlliar #ith prooean,subposnas, eummons

an? 2lle-atione ns the svarsye luoyer znd orn furnlsh trstimony on

any point 2t Lame. Thic celling end recoverine ia just a peme with

him} hﬁ'laumhtw shen he wine nnd when he losee. He insiets on talking

throuyh an interpreter when teastifying becanse 1t gi#ea him more time

o digest the cuestion:s whilothe intetpreter ie vepeabting the guention

to him. lie is full of jpuile snd guliability and ofd notions. He 1 ag

vein sbout bir zpility te t: k2 cape of him)f ~ & filshwo'm in » brnch

of robins. He hires hie law/ by t# year and paya him by the dontury.

HEe dp just = child of aature with gquzint ani langoroue notioﬁa of workd
"But I juiire he is makine progrese. He has all the facilitliee of

farm apents »d povernmantal suptérvision. Surely he hen mple preat

etrides through these meana?® 1 zpked #ith £ serious exprossion

caleulst 4 to xeep my Triend on hls 8 bjsct.

* The white -en wents him to learn farming and wesy suspenders but the

S eminole Tume to big hate and kootleg whiBke¥. mne rudmen ne standaed

bearer of progress sint wmuch, Hys ldem of progrews s to telk the
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Depsartment out of ﬂ‘bigﬁqr allowanee 2nd rmn 2 gocoline bill at
goma unsusp cting fillin station. "ome of them attend these
football nolleyes nnd come out with 2 oly prin and 25111 talking
Seminole, His fathere used the branding iron an: scalping knifa
and left the prifiron to him. As ~ weed of tie government he is
alwafa lookin: forward to birser and hatter allowances, A 8 a
citizen hin vote 18 open to the hirhest and beast bidder for cash
in hands The 0l1d tirere ha?! their own madicine men but the vouny-
6nwa patronize tie whit. "medicine=-man® and buy ev:rything from a
pair of red gorters to cer nolich, They ~ rowd erouns the fakir and
lauph end grunt end yearn for color and galiety and n new car. They
spend their aoney on the %padicine~man® snd tell the groc r they
havent ot their last month'e 2llowance."

They are qguaint, ohilcd 1ike snd bland. One young Ueminole seid
to me: " Government a funny business; etick it me in 2 college once
and a jailhouss three timeé; Oolleym, I dont know why. J#ilhouse,
corn licuer. Cult it the collepe bDut no cuit it the i=ilhouse until
pay him fire."

We are a1l the time trvime to o som thing for the poor Indlan
when we dont ows him for mnything sxcept the 1lund the Hnitednﬂtataa
12 bullt on., Hpo wonder they nre pot wirlils »ny move, tha whi-e nman
taught them the pen i mightier than the tomahowk.®

Just here s ‘ransisnt peddler of ronch powders csane in offering
hin wares to the judpe, v«?untwering the informetion that hewns an
ex~service men and wae pnesed in Tosnoe, Defore ho could t=21l the
virtuse of his nowder he wra interrupl de
ipet oo you went for 1P exdd the Judee
*Two Lits", ‘
#I1*11 t-ke 1t, would rather pey tire two bits than listen to the
sermon,

*I£'11 kill the roaches®
"If it doss 1'11 bleas you instsasd of cussing you, lik- I sm now."
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As the w»n zent out the juyre rem rked that h> wes tlr reserve fund
for a1l the ex=servir? mon in the countrey-= that he furnished the
Legion 2 hall for thelr moetings over at Yewoks, ani that he
belisved they ought to have their r~omponsation now, if they wanted
to take it, so that many men and [anilies woul:! Xeap from belng
huﬁgry.

Settlin~ back =ith his heels on the desk 2nd his hends in his
pockets, a~parcontl s at peace with sll the world the judge asked:
'nid I ever tell vou ﬁboﬁt th> Jeminoles who were rnoldiers in the
Torld wnplt

An:? without -aitins for an snswear but with 2 soft chuckle, he
continued,

* In the old daye, en’ todry #2 & matter of [rct, the Semlinoles
celebrated Christue e in thelr own oeculisr fashions Their 1dea of

* pesgs> on aarth, :ood will te men® ic to heve ¢ big stomp Jdance on
Christmos eve, »leonty fortified with contrbend liquor. Nid you ever
gee » “atomp denes?" Ho, Well outside of = £ w delinquencien it is
sach mor-e modest than the modern dsnce the shite boys and girls
prrfore in, Ite no nackin: party like ours, Th» women and the men
dsnge at H{feront times an: whotever neckiny poes on, ir at loast
out of sdght, As the dan o prograsses zn:d the lndians partake ut
more [requent intervals of the white man'e solace the prayer of
avery conetnole snd Jesuty sheriff on the grounds is that the Lord
will 12t thom Q0 only bailloble ana Tinnoble offenses, But se long

an the "low" hvnes sroun! the ré?ﬁn is np guiet ar 2 1smb, but in
the early bou g of the morning when the tired offioers have taken
themselven to their vigtuous couches, the noble sclone of Colowmbus!
great discovery start the {ivewori- with firavater, Thay turn back
to their enolent stete of mind =2n;! becoms 2p mean az & atock broker

in 1928 and vou'd think thelr mnoestyry ran no further back than to



a8 cormoration, 7it:. A wild cry of delight =an: Christmas spirit they
stogear off 1ﬁ palirs an< one or the other, with ¢ fencoe rail, neck
yoke or aingl@trée ane! » erefree disposition bests his friend to
death. Toe times & kalfe is ueed nnl less often a pun. Yany iimes
‘a free for all, with cluba &nd knives anc ;une tnkes place. But shen
Christms morni@g rolls around, with 1tn peace and 00d cheer,thers
are always two fb five Indizns soule azeking their annointed places
in the “Hanppy Huhtinb Grounﬂa.".ﬁawa'timps they knor- who A4i¢ it sn
many tim»s not, buﬁ g rrand time isc hsd by all,

Now du iny thalﬁ@rlﬂ 78y meny of the Seminole boys were trken to
Fronce nc s0l'idra. They malde ood ones, too. If you remember they
used them to ¥alk orders over the trenc@ end line telephones oo the

Germans coulhent p@t'n@xt to the coming trocp wsovements., And n Choctew
is zcocountsdle for the o tatement that the war was fought to meke the

world ‘ﬁ%fe for the democrats.” Thet wns tefors iardine took Cox to &
lemnim".

%ell, snyany, durincs one of the earyly enpsg mments n friend of mine
o! the fullblood persuugion ang shol almoet to pleces end sent home
ag an invalid. Aftér he had baen back 2nd was able to pet around on
grutches a 1ittle, he ~2ve into my low 0'fice tc see about some business
and after he hecconsluded whntever 1t wig I Legsn to pump him for his
wer experionce. He told me about the firht in which he =was shot up., As
he talked he becw&e move and mo-e axcited and when he finlshed he pave
& yell of blood égfﬁlinﬁ au2lity that aust heve me'e old Tecumeeh jump
plumb out of hiﬁ/gxave, threw a erubhh intc = ssittoon an! gprang up
on hie coripnled fegs. But 1let mc t211 4t to yvou sbout like he told it

to me for it iz real elucidotine, Ho said=
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* They tek- 1t us up fiont in 1i*tle box cars,every body tight in
lik~ Iittlerfish in & can. Then @ welk 2 lon time in nipht.Come
up to country all dug up. Put it us in 2 lony ditoh come 'bout up
to our necks. Tvery body lay round quiet sll night smoking
cirparettes. Dircctly lons time next to morning officer ~ome aroum
ani. he pay, hoy- 4t =2 drink. Evéry body take it drink rum. Feel
purty :cod. Directly “eel gurty Jamn 00d. Then nother officer ha
come long and =8y, get it ready soin 1t over mpome top. Every body
get busy, put hard hats on head, stick it knives on guns, hiﬁch up
belts. Then qfficar he yells, o 1% over some top. EZvery body
Jump out of ﬁﬂat ditoh mnd run like hell= fight like hell. Big pune
goin *boomﬂQ "boom". Littie runs roin "bing"-"bing®, 9y rockets
coin upﬁfbalaone ~oin up. Jﬁmp right into eme« fight em here, ntick
em theré. Yonwowian § Qme domp, 211 sewe 1like Christmas at home,"
Tnﬁ}'ra a cunint enc curbéeprace. They h-ve 1aid aslde the

tomahawk »nd the B w Bnd grrow and taken un eold ond ti'dlewinks,
But just f£111 up their roilsrs with redeve nnd Khey lapee right

.back into their =ancectrsl prerogative,And they fight their vwara
accordin to the ancient Iniianﬂﬁuatom.“

“
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