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HITCHCOCK and THE 
REPUBLICAN 

P A R T Y 

From The 
M c A l e s t e r D a i l y Capital 



H i t c h c o c k a n d T h e 
R e p u b l i c a n P a r t y 

This sermon is preached for the is a distinct pleasure to express our-
purpose of pointing out the political selves upon the dark and dastardly 
sins of Ethan Allen Hitchcock and political crimes of this remarkable 
likewise the political sins of the re- public official against the innocent 
publican party, in so fa r as the af- people and worthy property and bus-
fairs of the Indian Terr i tory are con- iness interests of this country. Tt 
cerned. It is also preached for the aiso gives us distinct pleasure to in-
purpose of demonst ra t ing tha t the diet the republican par ty for its re-
republican par ty is guilty of it all sponsibility for his acts. After having 
and should be held responsible, since invited him, it is only necessary to 
Hitchcock was merely an instru- point to record which he and his 
ment of the republican adminis tra- subordinates have made, to convict 
lion. both him and the party. 

A generat ion will pass, perhaps Wha t are the counts in the in-
two or three will pass, before the dictment against Hitchcock and his 
democrats of the s tate of Oklahoma party, as regards the affairs of the 
will be willing to give the republi- Choctaw and Chickasaw Indian, and 
can par ty any rest or peace on ac- through them indirectly, the affairs 
count of its ownership of and re- of every man woman and child, in 
sponsibility for this "old man of the the Choctaw and Chickasaw nat ion? 
sea." The Atoka agreement was ratified 

Some republican papers have al- J u r e 28, 1898. That was more than 
leady said, and perhaps many others nine years ago. If this agreement 
will say: " F o r the Lord 's sake give had any purpose whatever, it was to 
us a rest f rom this eternal pra t ing close up the affairs of the Choctaws 
about Hitchcock. He is out of the and Chickasaws. The Indians bit-
cabi re t and out of public l ife and te 'ly opposed changing their manner 
there should be an end to the mat- of holding their property and abol-
t e r . " ishing their t r ibal governments. 

As for others, they may do as they Realizing tha t the change must in-
like, but as for the Capital there will evitably come, they met the advances 
be no rest and no end of holding of the commissioners represent ing 
the republican par ty responsible for the government a r d the Atoka agree-
Hitchcock and his misdeeds, at any meet was made. Mr. Hitchcock be-
t ime in the immediate fu tu re . It came secretary of the interior only 

a f e ~ months a f te r the t rea ty was 
rat if ied. Every Choctaw and Chick-
asaw Indian believed, and had the 
assurance of the government in this 
belief tha t the affairs of the tr ibes 
would be wound up at once. Every 
merchant , mechanic, miner, f a rmer 
and business man in the two na-
tions had the same belief and assur-
ance. Under the adminis t ra t ion of 
Hitchcock the red tape began to 
unroll . It was unrolled and un-
wound until it enveloped and tied 
up every business and industry in 
the country. Prom 189 8, when the 
Atoka agreement was ratified, to 
19 02, practically nothing was done. 
Then it was, four years a f te r the 
ratification of the original agree-
ment, tha t it dawned upon the Hitch-
cock administrat ion tha t the origi-
nal agreement did not confer suf-
ficient author i ty upon the officers of 
the government to really accomplish 
anything and tha t a new and fu r th -
er agreement with the Indians was 
necessary. 

A gasp of pain went up f rom the 
whole country. Everyone hoped 
tha t some progress had been made 
toward sett l ing up tlie affairs of the 
Indians, clearing up the s ta te of 
chaos tha t prevailed everywhere and 
prepar ing the country for a s?tate 
government. As stated, nothing had 
been done, a l though practically a 
million dollars of the people's 
money had been appropriated by a 
republican congress and '.aid out by' 
Hitchcock and his depar tment , a> 
' a la r ies for hundreds of patr iot cor-
net baggers, for the ,pi>. rose of fine • 
i-.g oil ' in these for./ ye j r iliat the 
government had no author i ty to do 

and th".;: « n >jy t rea ty 
i i > be made . the lndi . 

Well, the new t rea ty was made. It 
is known as the Choctaw-Chickasaw 
Supplementary Agreement and was 
ratified on September 25, 1902. 

When this agreement was made 
and ratified a sigh of relief went up 
all over the country. Everybody 
thought t ha t now the cords of red 
tape would be cut and something 
r e a l l y accomplished. The Indians, 
heeding the demands of the country 
and desiring, as in the first instance 
their affairs be closed up without de-
lay, conceded every contention of 
the representat ives of the govern-
ment, and conferred upon them ev-
ery vestige of author i ty though nec-
essary to secure prompt and effec-
tive action. 

That was in 19 02. That was five 
years ago. Now, in the year 1907, 
the work is far f rom completed. The 
country is still fu l l of patr iots f rom 
practically every s tate in the union 
who are drawing their subsistence 
f rom Uncle Samuel and who are en-
gaged, ostensibly, in carving up the 
Indian estate. 

No man car ing for his reputat ion 
as a prophet would hazard a guess 
as to whein the end will come. The 
a t t i tude of the republican par ty to-
ward Indian Terr i tory and the 
estates of the Indians of the five civ-
ilized tribes parallels, in many re-
spects, the a t t i tude of the par ty to-
ward the Phillipines, Cuba, Santa 
Domingo and other dependencies. It 
is unnecessary to elaborate upon this 
a t t i tude fu r the r than to call a t ten-
tion to the pressure f rom part isan 
patr iots to serve their country, in 
these mat te rs of adminis t ra t ion. The 
only difference is tha t , by reason of 
the richness of the rewards to the 
fa i th fu l in Indian Terr i tory and the 
at t ract iveness of tho country as a 
place of residence, the pressure to 
hold possession of it is much strong-
er than the pressure to 
hold possession of the other de-
pendencies of the Federal govern-
ment. 

If the property of the Choctaw 



and Chickasaw Indians had belong-
ed to an individual or a corpora-
tion, and changes in its ownership,, 
such are set fo r th in the t reat ies re-
ferred to, became necessary, the 
whole mat te r could and would have 
been disposed of in less than a year 
and at a cost represent ing 
only a small port ion of 
tne vast sum of money which has 
been appropriated and paid out by 
the republican party, th rough Hitch-
cock and his subordinates. 

We shall now proceed to a consia 
erat ion of another count of the in-
dictment against Hitchcock and his 
party. 

The Atoka agreement provided 
for the leasing of the coal and as-
phalt lands of the Choctaws and 
Chickasaws. The leases were to be 
in areas of 9GO acres each, for te rms 
of th i r ty j ea r s , and each lessee was 
to be required to deposit $500, as 
advance royalty on each lease, to be 
forfei ted to the Indians if the lease 
was not worked, and to be credited 
on royalties due f rom coal actually 
mined, if the lease was operated. 

In less than six months a f t e r the 
ratification of the agreement appli-
cations covering practically all of 
these lands were received f rom re-
sponsible persons and corporations 
f rom nearly every s ta te in the union. 
It appeared tha t the development of 
these coal and asphalt lands of the 
Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians 
would outstr ip any development ev-
er witnessed in the southwestern 
country. 

But this was not to be. An "old 
man of the sea" was chained to this 
incipient commonwealth. As here-
tofore stated, E than Allen Hitchcock 
had become secretary of the inter-
ior jus t at this t ime (1899.) He 
and his par ty immediately proceed-
ed to bring about the condition in 
the Choctaw and Chickasaw nat ions 

which it is the purpose of this art i-
cle to make plain. 

Hitchcock, as secretary of the in-
terior, saw fit to re ject practically 
all of the applications for coal and 
asphalt leases. Jus t why he did so, 
no man knew at the t ime or now 
knows. Fur the rmore , no man 
knows why he was supported by a 
republican congress and a republi-
can adminis t ra t ion in this absurd 
and autocrat ic policy. He was ap-
pealed to by the Indians and by 
those desiring to acquire the leases. 
His a t t i tude remained unchanged. 

As a result of this policy, out of 
an aggregate acreage of more than 
500,000 acres of coal and asphalt 
lands only about 100 leases, aggre-
gating an acreage of about 100,000 
acres, were granted. If Hitchcock 
had been permit ted to apply his pol-
icy to these leases, only about half 
this number would have been grant-
ed. In other words, out of the 100 
leases granted, about half of them 
were directed to be granted by law, 
and in connection with them no dis-
cretion was vested in the secretary. 
It is evident, therefore , tha t owing 
to the misconduct and maladminis-
t ra t ion of Hitchcock, the plan of 
leasing the coal and asphalt lands 
of the Choctaws and Chickasaws 
was made almost a complete fail-
ure. 

Let inquiry be briefly made of the 
effect of this policy of Hitchcock up-
on the interests of the Indians and 
of every other legi t imate business in-
terest in the country. 

As stated, the acreage of coal and 
asphalt lands in the Choctaw and 
Chickasaw nat ions available for leas-
ing and mining operat ions exceeds 
500,000 acres. The number of 
leases which should have been 
granted was approximately 500. 

There accompanied each applica-
tion the sum of $500.00 advance 

royalty. P rom tha t source alone the 
revenues of the Indians for the first 
.3 ear would have been approximately 
$2 50,000. Every year the rea f t e r 
tha t the lessees saw fit to continue 
to pay this sum to cause their leases 
to remain in force the Indians would 
have received this sum, even if the 
lessees had not mined a ton of coal. 

Of course many of the leases 
would have been forfei ted as soon 
as the lessees determined tha t they 
did not wish to engage in mining op-
erations. In tha t case, the Indians 
would have continued to receive 
whatever sums, f rom year to year, 
in forfei ted advance royalties, tha t 
lessees continued to pay to hold their 
leases. It is, therefore , not difficult 
to unders tand that , f rom this 
source alone, irrespective of leases 
operated and coal mined, the Indians 
would have received, f rom 1898 to 
the present time, a vast sum of 
money in forfei ted advance royal-
ties. 

Now let us look into the si tuation 
as to operated leases. Only a total 
of about 100 leases were granted. 
The total number should have been 
approximately 500. Out of thf 100 
leases granted there are now mined 
something less than 3,000,000 tons 
of coal per year. If the 500 leases 
had been granted it is not to be 
doubted tha t t he tonnage would now 
be more than 10,000,000 tons per 
annum. 

Even under the conditions brought 
about by Hitchcock and his par ty 
the city of McAlester has increased 
in population f rom about 3,000 in 
1898 to more than 15,000 in 1907. 
Other cities and communit ies in the 
coal mining belt have developed in 
like proportion. If the city of Mc-
Alester and other cities and commu-
nities have trebled and quadrupled 
and quintupled their population and 
wealth, under these conditions, what , 

indeed, would have been the historv 
of their growth and development., 
f rom 189 8 to the present t ime, if 
Hitchcock and his party had seen fit 
to carry cut the law according to its 
design and the wishes of the Indians 
and the tonnage of coal mined had 
thereby been trebled, quadrupled 
or quintupled! 

For this condition the republican 
party and the continuous republican 
administrat ion cannot escape re-
sponsibility. The Indians have been 
deprived of hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in royalties each year, and 
the white people and the business 
and commercial in teres ts of the 
country have been throt t led and 
strangled by an incompetent, bigoted 
and puffed up old egotist; while the 
republican par ty and the republican 
adminis t ra t ion have stood by and 
granted no relief. 

The four th count of the indict-
ment against Hitchcock and his 
party is for acts which have adverse-
ly affected every man, woman and 
child, of all races, in the Choctaw 
and Chickasaw nations, and for tha t 
reason it is the gravest of all. 

Before proceeding to a discussion 
of the details of this count, let it 
be repeated tha t the a t tacks upon 
Hitchcock contained in these arti-
cles are merely incidental and sec-
ondary. No one cares anything 
about Hitchcock now. There is no 
profit in point ing out the incompe-
tency and bigotry of this misguided, 
weak minded and highly prejudiced 
old man, for any effect it may have 
upon him. He has at last ret ired to 
private life and will never again 
have an opportunity to impress him-
self upon great public questions and 
interests. The whole point of these 
sermons is to call a t tent ion to the 
fact tha t Hitchcock, in all he did in 
connection with the affairs of the 
Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians and 



the white people residing in these 
nations, was merely the ins t rument 
of the republican party and the re-
publican administrat ion. 

For this party and for the leaders 
of this party to a t tempt to avoid re-
sponsibility for the acts of Hitch-
cock f rom 1899 to' 1907, would be 
both absurd and cowardly. The ad-
ministrat ion of Hitchcock of the af-
fairs of the Choctaws and Chicka-
saws must certainly have been sat-
isfactory to the party and the ad-
ministrat ion. He not only remained 
in the cabinet f rom year to year, but 
he was permit ted to achieve the dis-
tinction of having served longer in 
the cabinet than any one of his pre-
decessors, as secretary of the interior, 
f rom the foundat ion of the govern-
ment to the present time. It will 
not be sa id—it cannot be sa id—tha t 
the par ty and adminis t ra t ion should 
not be held responsible for his acts, 
in connection with the affairs of this 
country. 

Now, to the point. The same 
par ty which discovered and support-
ed Hitchcock in his career f rom 189 9 
to 1907 asks to be given the reins 
of government of the new sta te of 
Oklahoma. Have the people of this 
state such confidence in the fairness 
and justness of the leaders of this 
party, to cause them to grant this 
request? Has their t r ea tment at the 
hands of this par ty and its leaders 
(chief among whom was Hitchcock) 
been of such a na tu re as to cause 
them to be anxious to perpetuate 
the rule which has oppressed them 
since 189 9? We hardly think so. 

But we shall now proceed to the 
specifications of this count of the in-
dictment. 

The Atoka agreement provided 
tha t the lands of the Choctaws and 
Chickasaws might be sold, one-
four th of the surplus lands in one 
year a f t e r date of patent , one four th 

in th ree years and the balance in five 
years; and tha t the homestead 
should be inalienable until a f t e r the 
expiration of twenty-one years. It 
was also provided tha t the Indians 
might lease their lands for periods 
of five years under such te rms and 
conditions as might be agreed upon 
between the part ies. 

This was considered an unreason-
able restriction, both by the Indians 
and the white people who had re-
moved to the Indian country upon 
their invitation, at the t ime the Ato-
ka agreement was ratified, in 18 98; 
but every one expected and had a 
r ight to expect tha t there would be 
no delay in completing al lotments 
and in the set t lement of all J h e oth-
er affairs of the Indians. 

In indulging this hope no one 
counted on having Hitchcock to deal 
with. If the Atoka agreement had 
been carried out and the work of al-
lotment completed within the time 
the work would have been done by a 
private individual or corporation, 
approximately one-half of the allot-
ted land, and all the lands remaining 
a f te r a l lotments were completed, 
woyld now be alienable; and their 
sale would have contr ibuted to the 
development of the country and to 
the prosperi ty of the Indian owners, 
in providing funds for the develop-
ment of their homesteads. 

Let us see what has t ranspired, 
by the application of the notions of 
Hitchcock to the si tuation. 

So long as no al lotments were 
made these provisions of law seemed 
to give Hitchcock and his depar tment 
no concern. Certainly no land 
could be sold, under any terms, un-
til a l lotments had been made to the 
Indians. But when the Atoka agree-
ment was found to be inadequate 
and the supplementary agreement 
was entered into, and al lotments 
were made under i ts provisions, it 

occurred to Hitchcock and his sub-
ordinates that perhaps the t ime was 
fast arriving when some of the lands 
of the Choctaws and Chickasaws 
might be alienable. Apparently they 
lived and had thei r being solely and 
only for the purpose of defeat ing the 
wishes of the Indians as to their 
lands, re ta rd ing the development 
of the country which all wished, and 
preventing the provisions of the 
plMn treaty provisions. 

Clearly something had to be done, 
or the Ind 'ans and the business and 
commercial interests of the country 
would get the benefit of one of the 
beneficent provisions of the Atoka 
agreement". Something was done 
and th»t which was done h^d 
brought everv ente-n-ise a^d indus-
try in the Choctaw and Chickasaw 
ra t ions to a s t an l s t ' l l - and every-
thing is await ing the t ime when this 
act, brought about by the recom-
mendations of Hitchcock and his de-
par tment ,shall be undone. Wha t 
was this act? 

Upon the recommendation of 
Hitchcock and his depar tment the re-
publican congress, in 1906. adopted 
what is known as the McCum-
ber amendment to the Indian appro-
priation bill. I t provides tha t no ful l 
blood Indian may sell an acre of his 
land, surplus or homestead, for a 
period of twenty-five years, and tha t 
no lease for. a longer period than one 
year shall be entered into, unless ex-
amined and approved by the secre-
tary of the interior. 

Of course this is a plain violation 
of the solemn guarantees contained 
in the Atoka agreement and the sup-
plementary agreement . The Indians 
protested.: They said the provisions 
o f the t reat ies were sat isfactory to 
them and they wished them enforced. 
But that did not count with Hitch-
cock and his depar tment and the re-

publican congress. Uncle Samuel, 
under the guidance of the republi-
can party, has never hesi tated to 
shamelessly violate t rea ty obliga-
tions entered into with his helpless 
wards, when it has suited his pur-
poses to do so. In this instance it 
suited the purposes of his agents, 
Hitchcock, his depar tment and the 
republican congress, and it was ac-
cordingly done. Incidentally, if all 
the lands of the Choctaw and Chick-
asaw full bloods (and the full bloods 
of other tr ibes) are tied up and 
hound down by depar tmenta l red 
ape for twenty-five years, one or 

"erhaps two generations of patr iots 
temporari ly so iour r ing in this coun-
rv for a consideration, will be gen-
-rouslv provided with the means of 
us t^rance. and the g. o. p. will have 

thereby ^ena'd many debts of grati-
tude to the fa i thfu l . 

The Mc Cumber amendment was 
passed. The provisions of the Ato-
ka agreement and the supplementary 
agreements were str icken down. The 
McCumber amendment is now the 
law. Under its provisions every full 
blood Choctaw and Chickasaw In-
dian (and those of the other tribes 
also) äre tied hand and foot, and 
for this period of t ime practically 
nothing can be done with their lands 
and no part of them may part icipate 
in any way in contr ibut ing to the 
sunport. of the s ta te government. 

They call this phi lanthropy. It is 
plain, every day selfishness and hy-
pocrisy. If the ful l blood Indians 
wished this in ter ference with their 
affairs, there would be some basis 
for iustification. They are bitterly 
opposed to it. They realize tha t , 
having these vast areas of lands, 
with no power to sell or lease for 
long terms, they are as poorly off 
as if they had nothing. The smal-
est possible al lotment , in the Choc-



taw and Chickasaw nations, is 160 
acres and the largest something 
over 4,000 acres. An average allot-
ment is 320 acres. To i lus t ra te : 
An average family of five persons 
would have about 1,600 acres of 
land. Think of the condition 
brought about by Hitchcock and his. 
par ty by t ieing up, absolutely, for 
25 years, with no power to sell or 
lease, all the lands of the ful l b?oods 
of the Choctaw and Chickasaw na-
tions; and this, too, when the pro-
portion of full bloods is f rom 20 to 
40 per centum of the ent i re Indian 
population, and when these lands 
comprise tha t proportion of the 
lands of the eastern half of the new 
state; and all of this is done a f te r 
United States citizenship has been 
conferred upon all Indians, fu l l 
bloods and all, and when the par ty 
is pledged to the erection of a s tate 
government. 

These acts a re not evidences of 
mere incompetency and assinirtitv. 
They are typical of the republican 
par ty and its leaders. The whole 
enterpr ise is a mat te r of method 
and design; and its promoters c >m-
prise those patr iots who have re-
cently landed among us armed with 
commissions, and who hope to re-
main among us at the expense of 
our Indian fellow citizens and un-
der the auspices of Uncle Samuel; 
and not only them but their child-
ren and their children's children, 
even unto the third and four th gen-
erations. 

The next th ing for which the re-
publican par ty must answer to the 
people is the fa i lure of its instru-
ment, Hitchcock, to enforce the plain 
provisions of the supplementary 
agreement for the sale of the coal 
and asphalt lands of the Choctaws 
and Chickasaws, the distr ibution of 
the proceeds among them, and to 
pay the citizens of those nations for 

the i r improvements located on the 
surface of these lands. 

We have already shown how the 
provisions of the Atoka agreement 
for the leasing of these lands failed, 
and how, thereby, the Indians were 
deprived of hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in royalties, and how the 
white people and the business and 
commercial interests of the country 
were deprived of t ha t development 
and prosperity which they had a 
r ight to expect to resul t f rom the 
enforcement of the t reaty. 

When the supplementary agree-
ment came to be d ra f ted in 1902, 
the Indians demanded tha t they be 
relieved of the effects of Hitchcock's 
fa i lure to enforce the original 
t reaty. This demand was tha t their 
coal and asphal t lands be sold at 
PUBLIC AUCTION and the proceeds 
divided among them. To this the 
representat ives of Uncle Samuel 
readily assented. History has shown 
tha t Uncle Samuel, when dealing 
with his helpless wards, especially 
when under the guidance of the 
leaders of the republican party, is 
long on promises. And, also, these 
same leaders realized tha t this 
promise was necessary in order to 
secure the agreement of the Indians 
to other things of importance. They 
realized f u r t h e r t ha t the promises 
made the Indians could be broken, 
later on, when no f u r t h e r agree-
ments f rom the Indians were re-
quired. 

The supplementary agreement was 
ratified September 25, 1902. There 
was joy unalloyed th roughou t the 
land. The recollections of the heavy 
hands of Hitchcock and his depart-
ment th roughout the past few years 
were temporar i ly forgot ten. The 
Indians were happy because they 
were assured, in black and white sol-
emn t rea ty provisions, tha t their coal 
and asphal t lands, made practically 

valueless by the policy of Hitchcock, 
were to be sold in the open marke t , 
to best advantage, and the proceeds 
divided among them. The white 
people and the business and commer-
cial interests of the country were 
happy because the great government 
of the United States had assured 
them tha t the prosperity and devel-
opment which they had expected for 
years, and which they had a r ight to 
expect, would now take place. By 
the terms of this t rea ty approximate-
ly half a million acres of coal and 
asphalt lands were to be sold in the 
open market . The output of the 
coal mines would undoubtedly be 
thereby increased many t imes over, 
homes upon the surface of these 
lands would be provided for thous-
ands of home builders, the moneys 
result ing f rom these sales would be 
divided among the Indians, thus en-
abling them to relieve their present 
necessities and to improve and de-
velop their allotted lands, and the 
whole country and all classes would 
feel the effect of this l iberal and pro-
gressive policy, and a period of pros 
perity and development would be en-
tered upon unexampled in the his-
tory of the southwestern country, 
and for which all had hoped and 
waited. 

Truy this was an enchant ing pros-
pect. For the moment , a t this t ime 
of optimism and exhilarat ion, the 
"old man of the sea" chained to the 
back of the young giant was lost 
sight of. But the realization of the 
t rue si tuation was soon to come. 
Hitchcock and his subordinates rose 
to the possibilities of the si tuation. 
Hope and optimism were soon to be 
driven out and the young country 
and its possibilities were to be soon 
again s trangled in the cruel grasp 
of its ancient oppressor. 

Those who wish to apologize for 
Hitchcock and his par ty may say tha t 

seems to be overdrawn. To those of 
us who have suffered f rom the big-
otry, prejudice and cruel obtuseness 
of this blind and irresponsible old 
man, the si tuation is moderately and 
conservatively stated. Thir ty thous-
and Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians, 
deserving of the kindness and con-
sideration of their guardian govern-
ment, with all they had in the 
world, were now kicked and now 
tossed, here and there, by the ca-
prices and distorted notions of Hitch-
cock and his subordinates. Is it to 
be wondeied at t ha t they and the i r 
white neighbors and f r iends were 
carried into t ranspor t s of joy when 
deliverance f rom this condition ap-
peared to be at hand; and tha t they 
were cast down into the depths and 
blackness of despair when it dawned 
upon them that , to Hitchcock and 
his underlings, the supplementary 
agreement meant no more than the 
Atoka agreement had meant , and 
that , instead of being delivered, they 
and thei r property and affairs were 
merely bound up in a few more bun-
dles and bales of depar tmenta l red 
tape. 

As stated, the provisions of the 
supplementary agreement were plain. 
It provided tha t the coal and asphalt 
lands of the Choctaws and Chicka-
saws were to be sold AT PUBLIC 
AUCTION, and WITHIN TWO 
YEARS; tha t the proceeds were to 
be divided among the Indians per 
capital; and tha t the Indian owners 
of improvements on the surface ol" 
these lands were to be paid therefor 
out of the moneys of the tr ibes in 
the hands of the government. 

Wha t happened? For two long 
years Hitchcock and his depar tment 
made no move whatever . They gave 
no explanation of their non-action. 
The whole country held its breath , 
so to speak, and every enterprise and 
indust ry was practically at a stand-



still await ing the glad t ime when 
the secretary of the interior should 
be gracious enough to proceed with 
the enforcement of the treaty. 

After a silence of two years Hi tcr 
cock decided tha t the provisions of 
the supplementary agreement wer < 
not sat isfactory to him. He recom-
mended to congress tha t the PUB-
LIC AUCTION plan of sale request-
ed by the Indians should be set 
aside, and tha t he should be given 
author i ty to receive SECRET BIDS 
for the lands to be sold. 

The country and the Indians nov-
knew the worst. They realized tha t 
Hitchcock was again trifl ing with the 
si tuation and tha t his object was to 
io nothing. Since no excuse could 
be given for fu r the r openly and ar-
bitrari ly • ignoring the provisions et 
the supplementary agreement , 4 t 
was necessary to resort to this sub 
terfuge. 

The Indians protested. The wli i t i 
people and the business and com 
mercial interests of the country pro-
tested. They all demanded tha t the 
t reaty be enforced and the lands 
s^ld. These protests availed nothing. 
The republican congress, to which 
Hitchcock appealed, subserviently 

ssented to his plan. The public auc-
tion plan of sale was repealed and 
"he plan for permit t ing the secretary 
-o receive SECRET BIDS subst i tuted 
therefor . 

This act was typical of the repub-
lican party. The public auction plan 
of t ransact ing business, openly and 
before the whole world, was con-
demned, and the plan of proceeding 
secretly and surrepti t iously adopted 
in its stead. It is also typical of its 
usual line of conduct to agree to the 
requests of the Indians, when neces-
sary to do so to secure their agree-
ment to mat te rs of importance, and 
then to s t r ike down the t rea ty pro-
visions g ra te fu l to the Indians, 

when it suited its pleasure and pur-
poses to do so. 

Five years have elapsed since the 
supplementary agreement was ra t 
ified. Three years have elapsed since 
the auction plan of sale was strick-
en down and the secret bids plas 
subst i tuted. Nothing has been done 
under ei ther plan. Not an acre of 
the lands has been sold and not a 
dollar has been paid Indian owners 
of improvements of the surface of 
the lands. The whole mat te r of the 
disposition of the coal and asphalt 
lands is so involved and complicated 
that no mail knows or can conjec-
'u~e, with any degree of accuracy, 
what the outcome will be or when 
-u~h action will be taken, if ever. 

The party responsible for all of 
this is the party now asking to be 
permit ted to govern the new s 'a te 
of Oklahoma. Were it not for the 
'act tha t the people of the country. 
Indians and whites alike, have suf-
fered and have been mangled, they 
and their property and affairs, and 
been broken upon the mill wheel of 
part isan and carpetbag politics and 
the subject thereby rendered a pain-
ful and pathetic one, the claims of 
the leaders of this par ty would be 
ludicrous and amusing. But, under 
the conditions tha t exist and have 
e- isted th roughout the years of the 
past, the subject is a painful ly seri-
ous one, and the recollection of what 
has been undergone and the 
prospect of what may yet 
have to be undergone, at 
the hands of the depar tmenta l offi-
cials of the federal government, can 
only produce sent iments of deep and 
bi t ter resentment and condemnation. 
These and their kind deserve to be 
"spewed ou t " in so far as it lies in 
the power of the people to do so, 
and tha t will be done just as cer-
tainly as there is reason in logic, as 
effect follows cause, as re t r ibut ion 

follows transgression and as cer-
tainly as there is dependence to be 
placed in human nature . 

In the five preceding issues the 
Capital has endeavored to make 
plain the misconduct of Hitchcock 
and the republican par ty responsible 
for him, in connection with a few 
of the most impor tant affairs of the 
Choctaws and Chickasaws, and to 
point out the effect of this miscon-
duct, not only upon the Indians, 
but upon the white people and the 
business and commercial interests 
of the whole country. 

It requires no a rgument whatever 
to demonst ra te what grievous 
wrongs the Indians have sustained. 
They have been ground between the 
upper and nether mill stones. Ev-
ery act of Hitchcock and his subor-
dinates herein detailed has set aside 
t reaty obligations and shameful ly 
violated property r ights and privi-
leges. Uncle Samuel has simply ex-
ercised his might , and in the exer-
cise of this might he has been led 
here and driven there by a combi-
nation of the most unconscionable 
carpet baggers tha t ever disgraced 
any country and any government, 
aided and encouraged by Hitchcock 
and a horde of incompetent, bigoted, 
inflated federal officials at Washing-
ton. A decade ago the possibilities 
of the Indian Terr i tory as a rich 
and delightful pas ture for grazing 
partisan and played out political pets 
was discovered. This pas ture ha s ' 
been fenced, watered, sodded and 
cared for and it has been made to 
do valiant service. Every s ta te of 
the union has been represented and 
such an aggregation of ill assorted, 
oddly shaped political misfits as 
have been sent among us to govern 
us according to the ideas of the g. 
o- P. was never before seen on the 
face of the ear th. The whole course 
of the government ' s policy, guided 

by the self serving efforts of these 
patriots to perpetuate themselves 
in power, has been one of duplicity, 
hypocrisy and downright dishonesty. 
How the Indians could enter ta in 
sent iments toward this par ty and 
its leaders except those of contempt 
and condemnation, it is impossible 
to unders tand. But what about the 

hite people, and the business and 
ommercial interests of the country? 

Are you a fa rmer , a coal miner, 
mechanic, a merchant , a profes-

sional man or a business man? If 
so, then the republican party must 

nswer directly to you for many 
* ings. Chief among these is its 

"pi1 lire to bring to an end the set-
' e r e n t of the affairs of the Choc-

taws a n i Chickasaws, for a genera-
tion; its fa i lure to lease the coal 
and asphalt lands according to the 
Atoka agreement ; its fa i lure to sell 
the coal and asphalt lands, accord-
ing to the supplementary agree-
ment ; its conspiracy to change the 
t rea ty provisions relat ive to the sale 
of Indian lands, subst i tu t ing there-
for a law render ing the sale of 
these lands impossible for a quartet 
of a century; and finally its persist-
ent and continued a t tempt to arbi-
trari ly wi thdraw three-four ths of the 
entire Choctaw nation from the op-
eration of the t rea ty provisions, for 
"he creation of a national forest res-
ervation. 

When you removed to Indian Ter-
ri tory nine years ago, or six years 
ago or three years ago, you had in 
mind the be t terment of your 
condition through the development 
of the country, and you had read 
and were famil iar with the provi-
sions of the Atoka agreement and 
'he supplementary agreement , 
"hrough which the government had 
guaranteed to you and to the In-
dians certain things. 

Have these guarantees , these 



promises been fulfil led? Nay, ver-
ily. Jus t how and why the govern-
ment has been led to shamelessly 
violate these t rea ty obligations has 
been pointed out in detail in the 
five preceding issues of this paper. 

Throughout all of this t ime the 
republican par ty has been in power. 
It and its leaders alone are respon-
sible. 

Wha t about the "square dea l?" 
So fa r as the people of the Indian 
Terri tory are concerned this is a> 
"sounding brass and a t inkl ing cym-
bal ." A proper application of this 
doctrine would have fired Hitchcock 
in the early stages of the gam", in-
augura ted a sensible and practical 
Indian policy, emancipated the peo-
ple of this country and th^ir affairs 
f rom the grasp of a feeble, irri table, 
i l l-tempered and unreasonable old 
granny woman man, ar.d brought 
about the enforcement of t reat ies 
which Indians and whites al ike de-
mar d e l and which the government 
""as bound in common honesty to 
enforre. The "square d eal ' may be 
a reality and may have been worked 
out and applied elsewhere, but cer-
tainly not in Indian Terr i tory. 

The regret table feature of the 
whole mat te r is tha t the forthcom-
ing election will not emancipate the 
people of this country f rom the 
clutches of the representatives of 
the federa l government. A change 
of nat ional adminis t ra t ions will be 
necessary to accomplish t h a t ; and 
tha t will come at the earl iest possi-
ble time. 

In the meantime, the sovereign 
people of the magnificent new state 
of Oklahoma can and will rise in 
their might and smite, hip and 
thigh, the par ty and the leaders of 
the party by which and by whom 
they have been harassed and op-
pressed for a decade. That they 
will do this cannot be doubted, and 

in so doing they will be 
actuated and impelled by the 
: ame sent iments tha t , in t imes 
of great popular resentment , have 
caused people to rise up and cast 
down the representat ives, the em-
blems and the inst i tut ions of op-
pression and tyranny, and raise up, 
in their places, the representat ives, 
the emblems and the inst i tut ions of 
fa i r and just government. 

No act of Hitchcock and his de-
par tment has brought more ridicule 
upon the republican adminis t ra t ion, 
in connection with the affairs of the 
Choctaws and Chickasaws, than the 
a t tempt to tu rn more than one half 
of the whole Choctaw nat ion into 
a nat ional forest reservation. 

Let it be remembered, at all 
times, t h a t the government promis-
ed the Choctaws and Chickasaws 
tha t their country would be allotted 
and disposed of and their affairs 
settled, as provided in the t reat ies 
solemnly entered into; and the 
A.toka Agreement and the Supple-
mentary Agreement were draf ted 
and ratified, for tha t purpose. Un-
der the te rms of these agreements 
every acre of their lands were to 
be disposed of in a manner entirely 
agreeable to the Indians. All citi-
zens were to be given al lotments of 
the value of 320 acres of average 
land. The coal and asphalt lands 
were to be segregated and sold, at 
public auction and the proceeds dis-
t r ibuted per capita. All the lands 
remaining a f t e r a l lotments were 
completed, were to be sold at public 
auction and the proceeds likewise 
distr ibuted. 

We have already seen how, a f t e r 
the s ignatures of the Indians were 
secured to the Supplementary Agree-
ment, its provisions relative to the 
sale of the coal and asphal t lands 
were arbi t rar i ly set aside, and then 
their protests t rea ted with contempt. 

We shall now show tha t Hitchcock 
and his depar tment pursued the 
same policy, in regard to the lands 
remaining a f te r a l lotments ; and 
fu r the rmore how the Inter ior De-
partment , as at present organized, 
af ter the re t i rement of Hitchcock, is 
m a k i r g every effort within its power 
to consummate these absurd plans 
put on foot by him. 

Ever ready to extend and perpet-
uate its power and to provide places 
for the fa i th fu l , and realizing tha t 
it was necessary, to make a new 
move to this end, Hitchcock and his 
depar tment looked over the Choc-
taw and Chickasaw nat ions to see 
what could be done. 

The mat te r of the creation of 
national forest reservat ions was be-
ing received with general favor 
th roughout the country. In the 
great t imberless and arid region 
of the west and northwest , forest 
reservations created out of the pub-
lic lands of the government , were 
hailed with popular approval, for 
the reason tha t they tended to pre-
serve and protect the sources of the 
water supply, in the mountains , and 
thereby to extend and widen the 
country susceptible of irr iga-
tion and the husband the remain-
nig t imber and encourage the 
growth of new t imber. 

Hitchcock and his depar tment , 
seconded by the enthusias ts of the 
depar tment of agricul ture, saw an 
opportunity to entrench a few hun-
dred of the fa i th fu l , in this Indian 
country, for all t ime to come. 

Let it be borne in mind tha t the 
law authorizing the creation of na-
tional forest reservations provides 
only for the creation of the same out 
of the PUBLIC LANDS of the United 
States; and tha t such reservations 
are created for two specific purposes 
heretofore named, to-wit: The pre-
servation of the sources of water 

supply for irr igation, and the pre-
servation of the existing t imber and 
the encouragement of the growth of 
new t imber . 

This did not feaze Hitchcock and 
Ins subordinates, nor the officials 
ot the depar tment of agricul ture . 
Wha t they wanted was a " to hold" 
in the Indian country. 

The fac t tha t the lands of the 
Choctaws and Chickasaws belonged 
to them, jus t as the heme of the 
; eople of Missouri, Arkansas and 
Texas belong to them, did not af-
fect these ambit ious federal officials. 
The fact tha t these lands were not 
PUBLIC LANDS of the United 
States and tha t the federal laws re-
"ating to the creation of Nation £ 
Fores t Reservations, related only 
to the PUBLIC LANDS, did not 
count. The fact tha t in the whole 
Indian Terr i tory there are not five 
acres tha t are regular ly i r r igated 
and tha t there is no necessity for 
irr igation, made no difference with 
them. The fact tha t all the tim-
ber of any commercial value was 
on lands already allotted to the In-
dians, and tha t such t imber belong-
ed, in fee simple, ei ther to the In-
dians or persons or corporations who 
had purchased f rom the Indians, 
was not, to these aspiring politicians 
a mat te r of any consequence. 

The fact tha t solemn t rea ty pro-
visions were in force for the disposi-
tion of every acre of the lands of 
the Choctaws and Chickasaws, in a 
manner sat isfactory to the Indians, 
and to all the other people of all 
other races and classes, who had 
moved into the country, upon the 
solemn assurance of the government 
(if the United States and the Indians 
tha t the country would be opened up 
in a certain way set for th in the 
treaties, and whose whole hopes and 
for tunes were bound up in the coun-
try and its development, did not 



str ike these subordinates of the two 
depar tments as a mat te r worthy of 
any consideration whatever . 

Wha t they wanted and what they 
apparent ly needed in their business 
was a forest reservation, and they 
proceeded, wi thout reference to law, 
sense or reason, to a t tempt to create 
one, and they are still a t tempt ing 
to do so. 

Let us see jus t what was done and 
how it was done. 

Some t ime last December (1906) 
a Mr. Cox who is know as a "For-
est Inspector" of the depar tment of 
Agriculture, was sent into the Choc-
taw Nation to make an investiga-
tion of the country and to report 
upon the advisability of the creation 
of a nat ional forest reservation. 
This young man is perhaps twenty-
seven years old, and draws a salary 
of probably $1800 per year. He 
had never set foot in the Choctaw 
nation before, mind you. Now give 
close at tent ion to this description of 
the exact manner in which the great 
government of the United States 
proceeded to t ake action in this mat" 
ter, affecting the worldly destinies 
of hundreds of thousands of people, 
scores of millions of dollars, in 
value of the property of its helpless 
wards. 

This young man of perhaps twen-
ty-seven years of age, drawing a sal-
ary of not more than $1800 per year, 
who had never before set foot in 
Indian Terri tory, spent th ree weeks 
in the country affected. This coun-
try, sought to be included in the 
reservation, extends f rom the Katy 
Railway on the west to the Arkan-
sas line on the east, and from a 
tew miles f rom Red river on the 
south to the Canadian river on the 
nor th . Af ter spending three weeks 
in this empire, this young man sent 
a TELEGRAM to Washington rec-
ommending tha t the whole area, 

comprising about 4,000,000 acres 
of land, be wi thdrawn f rom allot-
ment and a nat ional Fores t reserva-
tion created. 

Truly this was a mighty te legram! 
Rarely has it been equalled in point 
of weight, importance and conse-
quences—The importance of Morse's 
"Wha t ha th God wrough t " was in-
deed revalled! 

Think of it. The arm of the 
government paralyzed, the t reaty 
provisions providing for al lotment 
and sale of the lands t reated with 
contempt, the hopes and for tunes 
of hundreds of thousands of people 
blasted, an area of country larger 
than many of the s tates of the 
union, an empire within itself, kick-
ed and tossed f rom one condition to 
another by the act of this petty 
federal official, a f t e r an examina-
tion of three weeks, and upon a 
TELEGRAM. Anarchy and con-
tempt for government are to be de-
plored, but when the great govern-
ment of the United States conde-
scends to govern in this par t icular 
way, it is no wonder t ha t anarchis ts 
spring up, and government is held 
in contempt. 

Upon this te legram Hitchcock en-
tered an order, wi thdrawing the 
whole area of country f rom allot-
ment and f rom the operation of the 
t reaty provisions. 

To say tha t there was consterna-
tion th roughout the country puts it 
mildly. The representat ives of the 
Indians at once called the mat ter to 
the at tent ion of congress. The sec-
re tary of the interior, the secretary 
of agricul ture, Mr. Cox, the light-
ning inspector, Mr. Gifford Pinchot , 
the forester of the depar tment of 
agr icul ture were called before the 
senate committee on Indian affairs 
for an explanation. 

They could make no sat isfactory 
explanation. It was pointed ou t to 

them tha t they had ignored existing 
law, which they had no power to do. 
It was f u r t h e r pointed out to them 
tha t the laws rela t ing to forest re-
servations had no application in In-
dian Terri tory, since they had ref-
erence only to the PUBLIC LANDS 
of the government, and that these 
lands be'onged to the Vidians and 
were to be allotted and sold, under 
t reaty provisions. 

They then lamely acknowledged 
tha t they had no author i ty to do 
what had been done, but tha t they 
expected to present the whole sub-
ject to congress and ask tha t the 
lands be purchased f rom the In-
dians, for the creation of the reser-
vation. 

To this both the Indians and the 
white people and the business and 
commercial interests of the coun-
try, earnest ly protested. They all 
wished the provisions of the t reat -
ies enforced which are, and tha t all 
Indians shall select al lotments, and 
thereaf te r , the remaining lands shall 
be sold at public auction and the 
proceeds distr ibuted among the 
Indians. 

One instance is necessary to il-
lus t ra te the disastrous and fa r 
reaching consequences of this re-
markable order. Last fall Mr. Ed-
win D. Chadick, who built the Choc-
taw, Oklahoma & Gulf railway, pro-
n oted a l i r e of rai lway f rom Clare-
more, th rough McAlester to Paris, 
Texas, to connect the Missouri Paci-
fic Railways, nor th and south. The 
whole enterpr ise was on foot and 
he necessary financial backing 

promised in New York, when this 
order was announced. The finan-
ciers who were to furn i sh the money 
immediately withdrew thei r sup-
port, and the enterpr ise failed. 
They stated tha t they could not af-
ford to invest money in a country 
where one official of the federal 

government had the power to ignore 
the plain provisions of law, and 
jeopardize the prosperity and devel-
opment of the whole country; and 
tha t they would await the t ime when 
the present regime should pass. 

The senate committee on Indian 
affairs ir formed the head of the two 
depar tments tha t congress would not 
likely act as they recommended, and 
all hoped tha t the absurdi ty or the 
movement would become apparent 
and the order be rescinded. Hitch-
cock went out of office without tak-
ing action and Mr. Garfield suc-
ceeded him. All hoped tha t the 
new secretary would take the ac-
tion which all hoped for ; but more 
than five months have elapsed, and 
nothing has been done. It has jus t 
now developed tha t he is ful ly inno-
culated with the notions of Hitchcock 
and tha t nothing can be expected 
f rom him, in the way of providing 
relief. On August 14, at Guthrie, 
on the occasi on of his recent visit to 
Indian Terr i tory, he gave out to 
the newspapers, the following: 

"Another request which Secretary 
Garfield will make of congress dur-
ing the coming session will be to 
authorize the purchase f rom the 
Choctaw Indians of the forests re-
serve lands which w i r e originally 
set aside by order of Secretary 
Hitchcock. The reserve takes in a 
t ract of 3,000,000 acres of t imbered 
lands in the Kiamichi, Jack Fork 
and Pine mountain districts and 
is the property of the Indians. Mr. 
Garfield holds the government has 
no pcwer to reserve the IdUU.. ivUI 
they are purchased f rom the Choc-
taws. 

"Wi th the belief tha t congress 
will authorize this purchase Secre-
tary Garfield says he is withholding 
all lands within the propose 1 reserve 
f rom al lotment . His plan is to pur-
chase the t ract and pay for it out of 



the receipts f rom t imber sold., mak- f rom year to year, and f rom one 
ing strict regulat ions for the pro- congress to another , holding up this 
tection of all young t imber and sell- vast country and re fus ing to en-
ing it as fas t as it matuies . He force the t rea ty provisions, unti l 
mainta ins tha t this is practically the congress is finally worn out? And 
only t imbered t ract remainii i^ tha t what about the Indians, the owners 
could be reserved and he is greatly of the land? They have said tha t 
in favor of the proposition, beliov- they do NOT wish to sell the lands 
ing tha t the interests of the Indians to the government, tha t they do 
will be bet ter preserved in this maa- NOT wish the creation of a forest 
ner and also tha t the t imber will be reservation, but tha t they wish the 
protected f rom land grabber-;.' ' lands allotted and the residue sold, 

Thus it appears t ha t the property as provided by the treaty, 
of the Indians of the value of scores "His plan is to purchase the t ract 
of millions of dollars and the hopes and pay for it out of the receipts of 
for be t te rment and the property and the t imber sold," f u r t h e r says the 
affairs of several hundreds of thous- s ta tement . The plan of Hitchcock, 
ands of white people in the region (and the plan of Garfield now) was 
affected, will be held up and trifled the purchase of these lands f rom 
with, so long as the present secre- the Indians, whether they wished to 
ta ry of the interior sees fit to adhere sell or not, at their appraised value, 
to the mistakes of his predecessor. Everyone knows the lands are wor th 
And tha t he proposes to adhere many t imes the value placed on 
there to so long as it pleases him is them by the government, for allot-
made plain by this s ta tement . ment purposes. Hitchcock stated, 

"Mr. Garfield holds the govern- in so many words, tha t the lands 
ment has no power to reserve the could be bought f rom the Indians 
lands unti l they are purchased f rom at their appraised value, and tha t 
the Choctaws," says the s tatement , the government could be relm-
This is ei ther ässininity or a direct bursed in two years, out of the pro-
insult to the intelligence of the In- ceeds of t imber sold. In other 
dians and all the people affected, words the whole enterprise would 
He IS reserving the lands f rom al- be a good speculation for the guar-
lotment and the depar tment HAS dian government in the property 
been d o ^ g so since last December, and at the expense of its helpless 
If the government has not the wards. And it appears tha t this is 
power, as stated oy Mr. Garfield, also Mr. Garfield's idea, 
why not proceed with the enforce- And the par ty responsible for all 
ment of the law? of this is t he par ty which asks to 

"Wi th the belief t ha t congress he permit ted to govern the new 
will authorize this purchase, Secre- s ta te of Oklahoma. There is not 
ta ry Garfield says he is withholding much the people can do so f a r as 
all the lands within the proposed re- chastising the federal government 
serve f rom a l lo tment ," f u r the r says a t Washington is concerned, at 
the s ta tement . Congress, a t its last this time, but the personal represen-
session emphatical ly refused to tatives and ornaments of the par ty 
agree to the plan of Hitchcock and i n this country can certainly be 
refused to make provision for the m a d e to feel the wra th and condem-
purchase of the lands. Does Sec- nation of the people, 
re tary Garfield propose to go on 


