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IN THE 

UNITED STATES COURT OF CLAIMS 

THE CHICKASAW NATION, 
COMPLAINANT, 

VS. 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
DEFENDANT. 

PETITION FOR GENERAL ACCOUNTING. 

(Filed December 23rd, 1929.) 

Comes now the Chickasaw Nation, the com

plainant herein, and for its cause of action against 

the United States of America, respectfully repre

sents : 

L 

The Chickasaw Nation, the complainant herein, 

is the Chickasaw Indian Nation or Tribe men

tioned in the Act of Congress approved June 7, 

1924 (43 S ta t , 537), the first paragraph of which 

act is as follows: 

"Tha t jurisdiction be, and is hereby, con
ferred upon the Court of Claims, notwithstand-



ing the lapse of time or the statutes of limi
tation, to hear, examine, and adjudicate and 
render judgment in any and all legal and 
equitable claims arising under or growing 
out of any treaty or agreement between the 
United States and the Choctaw and Chickasaw 
Indian Nations or Tribes, or either of them, 
or arising under or growing out of any Act 
of Congress in relation to Indian affairs which 
said Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations or 
Tribes may have against the United States, 
which claims have not heretofore been de
termined and adjudicated on their merits by 
the Court of Claims, or the Supreme Court 
of the United S ta t e s" ; 

and by the Act of Congress approved February 

19, 1929 (Public Resolutions 88, 70th Congress) 

the time for the filing of such suits was extended 

to June 30, 1930. 

II . 

The Chickasaw Nation has heretofore filed, 

under the provisions of said Act of Congress, 

various suits against the United States of America, 

upon legal and equitable claims under and grow

ing out of treaties and Acts of Congress in rela

tion to Indian affairs. Some of such suits have 

been filed jointly with the Choctaw Nation, the 

interests of the two Nations therein being in the 

proportions of three-fourths for the Choctaw Na

tion and one-fourth for the Chickasaw Nation, 

and some of such suits have been filed solely by 

the Chickasaw Nation, it being the sole and only 

party in interest therein. 

I I I . 

In none of such suits have answers been filed 

by the defendant, the United States of America, 

for the reason, as stated by said defendant, that 

such answers cannot be prepared and filed until 

it has made a full and complete audit of all the 

financial transactions between the said United 

States of America and the said Choctaw and 

Chickasaw Nations, arising and growing out of the 

division of the tribal estates and the disposition, 

by sale and otherwise, of all other tribal prop

erty, and the disposition, by per capita distribution 

and otherwise, of the proceeds thereof, under all 

treaties and Acts of Congress in relation to the 

affairs of the said Choctaw and Chickasaw Na

tions. 

IV. 

Since their removal from their former homes 

east of the Mississippi River, the Choctaws and 

Chickasaws had held their lands in common and had 

organized and maintained their tribal govern

ments. They were satisfied with the manner in 

which they held and occupied their lands and 

with the operation of their tribal governments. 

They were confident that these rights and privi

leges, guaranteed by treaties, would not be dis

turbed "while they shall exist as a nation and 

live on i t " ; and they were, therefore, loath to 

accede to the demands of the United States that 



4 

they; agree to sever their tribal relations, abolish 

their tribal governments allot their lands in 

severalty and have their country and people in

cluded in " a State or States of the Union, which 

shall embrace the lands within said Indian Terri

tory. ' ' 

V. 

In pursuance of its own policies and over the 

protests of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, 

the Act of Congress of March 3, 1893 (27 Stat,, 

612) was passed, and is as follows: 

"Sec. 16. The President shall nominate 
and, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, shall appoint three commissioners 
to enter into negotiations with the Cherokee 
Nation, the Choctaw Nation, the Chickasaw 
Nation, the Muscogee (or Creek) Nation; the 
Seminole Nation, for the purpose of the 
extinguishment of the national or tribal title 
to any lands within that Territory now held by 
any and all of such nations or tribes, either 
by cession of the same or some part thereof 
to the United States, or by the allotment or 
division of the same in severalty among the 
Indians of such nations or tribes, respectively, 
as may be entitled to the same, or by such 
other method as may be agreed upon between 
the several nations and tribes aforesaid, or 
each of them, with the United States, with a 
view to such an adjustment, upon the basis of 
justice and equity, as may, with the consent of 
such nations or tribes of Indians, so far as 
may be necessary, be requisite and suitable to 
enable the ultimate creation of a State or 

States of the Union which shall embrace the 
lands within said Indian Terr i tory." 

VI. 

I t was with reluctance, therefore, that the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations entered into the 

"Atoka Agreement," ratified by Act of Congress 

approved June 28, 1898 (30 Stat., 495), and the 

"Supplementary Agreement," ratified by Act of 

Congress approved July 1, 1902 (32 Stat., 641), 

which provided for the division of the tribal 

estates and the abolition of the tribal govern

ments of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, in 

the preparation for Oklahoma statehood. 

VII. 

Loath to accede to the demands of the United 

States Government that their tribal estates be 

divided and their tribal governments be abolished, 

for the purposes stated, the Choctaw and Chickasaw 

Nations insisted, as a consideration for entering 

into said treaties or agreements, that all expenses 

necessary to be incurred in the division of their 

tribal estates be provided and paid by the United 

States Government, and that no deductions be 

made from the moneys placed to the credit of the 

tribes as proceeds from the sales of tribal prop

erties, for the payment of such expenses; and this 

was agreed to by the representatives of the United 

States Government. 



VIII . 

The Chickasaw Nation has reason to believe 

and alleges the fact to be that, from time to time, 

deductions have been made from the moneys so 

placed to its credit, for the payment of such ex

penses. If moneys have been so deducted, for the 

payment of such expenses, such action of the 

United States Government was in violation of its 

agreements and undertakings with the Choctaw 

and Chickasaw Nations and without warrant or 

authority of law, and the Chickasaw Nation should 

be reimbursed for any of its moneys so deducted 

and used, together with interest thereon. 

IX. 

The Chickasaw Nation has no means of know

ing or of ascertaining if the records and accounts of 

such moneys so received and placed to its credit, as 

proceeds from the sales of tribal properties, are 

true and correct; nor has it any means of know

ing or of ascertaining if the records and accounts 

of the disbursements thereof are true and correct, 

since all of such records and accounts of such 

receipts and disbursements have been kept by, and 

are in the hands of, the officials of the United 

States Government, and the Chickasaw Nation 

has not now, and has never had, the means or 

facilities for verifying the truth or correctness of 

such records and accounts. If, upon examination 

of such records and accounts, it should appear 

that they are not true and correct and that, by 

reason of errors or mistakes therein, it has not 

been credited with all moneys to which it is en

titled, it should be reimbursed therefor, together 

with interest thereon. 

X. 

Wherefore, the Chickasaw Nation, the com

plainant herein, prays that an order be made and 

entered by this Honorable Court, requiring the 

defendant, the United States of America, to pre

pare and file, in this case, a full and complete 

audit of all the financial transactions between the 

said United States of America and the said Chicka

saw Nation arising and growing out of the division 

of the tribal estates and the disposition, by sale 

and otherwise, of all other tribal property, and 

the disposition, by per capita distribution and 

otherwise, of the proceeds thereof, under all 

treaties and Acts of Congress in relation to its 

affairs; and that, after such audit shall have 

been prepared and filed, as herein prayed for, it 

may have a reasonable time for the examination 

of the same for the purposes of ascertaining: 

F i r s t : What sum or sums of its moneys, 
if any, have been deducted and used for the 
payment of expenses in the division and ad
ministration of the tribal estates; and 

Second: What sum or sums of money, if 
any, to which it is entitled, have not been 
placed to its credit, because of errors and 
mistakes in such records and accounts. 


