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AISR A C T 
F o r the protect ion of the people of t he I n d i a n Terr i tory, and for o ther 

purposes . 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States^ of America in Congress assembled, T h a t in all criminal prosecu-
t ions m t h e Ind i an Terr i tory aga ins t officials for embezzlement, b r ibery 
and embracery t h e word "off icer ," when the same appears in t h e crim-
inal laws heretofore ex tended over and p u t in force in said Terr i tory, 
said T e n i t o r y ^ ° f ^ s e v e r a l t r i b e s o r na t ions of Ind ians in 

SEC. 2. T h a t when in t he progress of any civil suit , e i ther in law or 
equi ty pend ing m the Uni ted S ta t e s court in any distr ict in said Terri-
tory, i t shall appear to t he cour t t h a t t he p roper ty of any t r ibe is in 
a n y way affected b y the issues being heard , said court is he reby author-
ized and required to make said t r ibe a p a r t y to said suit by service 

f 0 V e r n ° r 0 f t h e t r i b e > a u d t h e s u i t shall t he rea f t e r be 
to saicl action d e t e r m m e d a s l f s a i c l t r ibe had been an original p a r t y 

SEC. 3. T h a t said cour ts a re hereby given jur isdic t ion in thei r 
respect ive d is t r ic ts to t r y cases aga ins t those who may claim to hold 
a s members of a t r ibe and whose membership is denied by the t r i b e / 
t h l l f u t m + u e to hold saicl l ands and t enements no twi ths tand ing 
f t l f l T ? t r i b e ' a n d i f j t b e upon tr ia l t h a t t he same 
S I / un lawful ly aga ins t t h e t r ibe by those claiming to be members 
, f membership and r igh t a re disallowed by t h e commis-

• ^ive^Tribes, or the Un i t ed S t a t e s court , and the j u d g m e n t 
uas become final, then said court shall cause t h e pa r t i e s charged wi th 
unlawful ly holding said possessions to be removed from the same and 
cause tne l ands and t enemen t s to be res tored to t he person or persons 
oi na t ion or t r ibe of Ind ians ent i t led to t h e possession of t he same: 
f ' ° v m e a m a y s . Tha t any person being a noncitizen in possession of 
minis. Holding the possession thereof u n d e r an agreement , lease, or 
improvement cont rac t wi th either of said na t ions or t r ibes, or any citizen 



»reof, executed prior to J a n u a r y fir ^ ^ ^ ^ t T ^ X 
;ht, may, as to lands not exceeding o f Q f l i d lands sliow res in defense of ^ s t o n of such lands, and t l iat at fie is and has been m peaceable P a s s i o n t ; o v e i n e i l t s 

e has while in such possession ' " ^ ^ ^ o a sufficient 
ereon, and tha t he has not enjoyea the I T h e r e u p o n 
ng th of time to compensate him tor such i m g e m e i i ^ ^ 

he court or ju ry t r y i n g said cause s h f ^ e t e r m i n e the twi a ^ 
able value of such improvements and the ta < ' ^ e a ^ 
value of such lands for t h e t ime the same shall ^ l ^ ^ m l m t 
by such person, and if t he improvements ^ ^ ™ t i n i t s of r e n t s wi th which such persons should f 0 ^ ^ . / ( . . u r t , 
judgment , shall specify s;icb time as ' ^ ^ ^ r d h m i possession 
•compensate such person for the.balance d u e ^ a j a m 1 ^ ^ 
for s u c h t ime unless the amount be .pa idby c l a w a n t w t able t ime as the court shall spe£fy . « ^ ^ K d g n i e n t s shall be 

^ t X ^ ^ n ^ r ^ m r t ' ^ i J h execution may 
4. Tha t all persons w h o * ™ 1 — o r e ^ ^ n j n g ] O n 

lands belonging to any one o t the sanl t r i b e , ot i n a i U I ) d e r & t h e A c t 
of citizenship, whose claims have been decided aaverb 5. t i x b a l l 

of Congress approved ^ C m b e r thirty-first , have possession thereof unti l and rociuamg t ( ) T ] i a t t i i n e sell or eighteen hundred and n i n e t y e ight ; and may p i i o i r t o t n , w b o 

dispose of the same to any member of the | l b e . ^ m ^ | a t t b i s s e c t i o n 

hundred and ninety-three. b a l l b e c o m . SEC. 5. Tha t before any action b y any t r ibe oi pe i s 

with any person occupying the premises over t he age>,of 
or, if his residence or business address can ^ ' o t b e a ^ e r t a m e a Dy ; ing the same with any person over the age of twelve yearsj upon^ t 
premises sought to be recovered and ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ' p S ^ g there be no person wi th whom said notice can be left , then by post g 
same on the premises. . . , _ p t i f m n n t i l t he SEC. 6. Tha t the summons shall not issue m such ™ in 
euief or governor of t h e tr ibe, or person or * ^ fo", own behalf, shall have filed a sworn- complaint, on b ^ a U ot m e t r ibe or himself, wi th the court, which shiall, as near as describe the premises so detained, and shall set for th a detention * i t hon t the consent of the person br inging said suit or the t 1 ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ membership is denied by i t : Provided, That; if t h e ^ oi S ^ n o r refuse or fail to br ing suit in behalf of t he t r ibe then any member t h e t r ibe may make complaint and b r ing said suit. 

SEC. 7. Tha t t h e court in g ran t ing a continuance of any case par t icularly under section three, may, in i ts discretion, require t h e p a r t y applying therefor to give an under t ak ing to t h e adverse pa r ty , witn 

good and sufficient securities, to be approved by the j udge of the court, 
conditioned for the payment of all damages and costs and defraying 
the ren t which may accrue if j udgment be rendered agains t him. 

SEC. 8. Tha t when a j u d g m e n t for rest i tut ion shall be entered by the 
court the clerk shall, a t the request of the plaintiff or his at torney, issue 
a writ of execution thereon, which shall command the proper officer of 
the court to cause the defendant or defendants to be for thwith removed 
and ejected from the premises and the plaintiff given complete and 
undis turbed possession of the same. The writ shall also command t h e 
said officer to levy upon the property of the defendant or defendants 
subject to execution, and also collect therefrom the costs of the action 
and all accruing costs in the service of the writ. Said writ shall be 
executed within th i r ty days. 

SEC. 9. Tha t the jurisdiction of t he court and municipal author i ty of 
the city of For t Smith for police purposes in the S ta te of Arkansas is 
hereby extended over all t ha t s tr ip of land in the Indian Terr i tory lying 
and being si tuate between the corporate limits of the said city of For t 
Smith and the Arkansas and Po teau rivers, and extending up the said 
Po teau l i iver to the mouth of Mill Creek; and all the laws and ordi-
nances for the preservation of t he peace and hea l th of said city, as fa r 
as the same are applicable, are hereby pu t in force there in: Provided, 
That no charge or t ax shall ever be made or levied by said city aga ins t 
said land or the t r ibe or nat ion to whom it belongs. 

SEC. 10. Tha t all actions for res t i tu t ion of possession of real proper ty 
under this act must be commenced by the service of a summons within 
two years af ter the passage of this Act , where the wrongful detention 
or possession began prior to the da te of i ts passage ; and all actions 
which shall be commenced hereaf ter , based upon wrongful detention or 
possession committed since the passage of this Ac t mus t be commenced 
within two years af ter the cause of action accrued. A n d nothing in 
this A c t shall take away the r igh t to mainta in an action for un lawful 
and forcible en t ry and detainer given by the A c t of Congress passed 
May second, eighteen hundred and ninety (Twenty-sixth Un i t ed Sta tes 
S ta tu tes , page ninety-five). 

SEC. 11. Tha t when the roll of cit izenship of any one of said nat ions 
or t r ibes is fully completed as provided by law, and the survey of t h e 
lands of said nation or t r ibe is also completed, the commission hereto-
fore appointed under Acts of Congress, and known as the " D a w e s Com-
mission," shall proceed to allot the exclusive use and occupancy of t he •g surface of all the lands of said nation or t r ibe susceptible of al lotment 
among the citizens thereof, as shown by said roll, giving to each, so fa r 
as possible, his fair and equal share thereof, considering the na tu re and 
ferti l i ty of the soil, location, and value of same; bu t all oil, coal, asphal t , 
and mineral deposits in the lands of any t r ibe are reserved to such tribe, 
and no al lotment of such lands shall carry the t i t le to such oil, coal, 
asphal t , or mineral deposits; and all town sites shall also be reserved 
to the several tribes, and shall be set apa r t by the commission hereto-
fore mentioned as incapable of allotment. There shall also be reserved 
Iroin allotment a sufficient amount of lands now occupied by churches, 
schools, parsonages, chari table insti tutions, and other public bui ldings 
for their present actual and necessary use, and no more, not to exceed 
five acres for each school and one acre for each church and each parson-
age, and for such new schools as may be needed; also sufficient l and 
tor burial grounds where necessary. W h e n such allotment of t h e 
l ands of any tribe has been bv them completed, said commission shall 
make full report thereof to' the Secretary of the Inter ior for his 
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approval : Provided, Tha t nothing' herein contained shall in any way 
affect any vested legal r igh t s which may have been heretofore g ran ted 
bv Ac t of Congress, nor be so construed as to confer any addi t ional 
r igh ts upon any par t ies claiming under any such Ac t of Congress : 
Provided further, T h a t whenever it shal l appear t h a t any member of 
a t r ibe is in possession of lauds, his al lotment may be made out of 
the l ands in his possession, including his home if the holder so desires : 
Provided further, Tha t if the person to whom an al lotment shall have 
been made shall be declared, upon appeal as herein provided for, by 
any of the courts of the Uni ted S ta tes in or for t he aforesaid Terr i tory or to have been illegally accorded r igh ts of citizenship, and for t h a t 
any other reason declared to be not enti t led to any al lotment, he shall 
be ousted and ejected from said l ands ; t h a t all persons known as 
in t ruders who have been pa id for their improvements under exis t ing 
laws and have not surrendered possession thereof who may be found 
under t he provisions oi th is Ac t to be ent i t led to cit izenship shall, wi thin 
ninety days thereaf te r , r e fund the amount so paid them, with six per 
centum interest , to t he t r ibe enti t led the re to ; and upon the i r fai lure so 
to do said amount shall become a lien upon all improvements owned by 
such person in such Terr i tory, and may be enforced b y such t r ibe ; and 
unless such person makes such res t i tu t ion no a l lo tments shall be made to 
h im: Provided further. Tha t the l ands a l lo t ted shall be nont ransferable 
unt i l af ter full t i t le is acquired and shall be l iable for no obligations con-
t rac ted prior there to by the allottee, and shall be non taxab le while so 
he ld : Provided further, T h a t all towns and cities heretofore incorpora ted 
or incorporated under the provisions of th i s A c t a re hereby authorized to 
secure, by condemnation or otherwise, all the lands actual ly necessary 
for public improvements , regard less of t r i ba l l ines; and when the same 
can not be secured otherwise t h a n by condemnat ion, then t h e same, 
may be acquired as provided in sections nine hundred and seven and 
nine hundred and twelve, inclusive, of Mansfield 's Diges t of t he Stat-
utes of Arkansas . 

SEC. 12. Tha t when repor t of a l lo tments of l ands of any t r ibe shall 
be made to the Secretary of t he In ter ior , as hereinbefore provided, he 
shall make a record thereof, and when he shall confirm such a l lo tments 
t he allottees shall remain in peaceable and und i s tu rbed possession 
thereof, subject to the provisions of th is Ac t . 

SEC. 13. T h a t the Secretary of t h e In ter ior is hereby authorized a n d 
directed from time to t ime to provide rules and regula t ions in r ega rd to 
the leasing of oil, coal, asphal t , and other minerals in said Terr i tory, 
and all such leases shall be made by t h e Secretary of t h e In te r io r ; a n d 
any lease for any such minerals o therwise m a d e shall, be absolutely void. 
N̂"o lease shall be made or renewed for a longer period t h a n fifteen 

years, nor cover t he mineral in more t h a n six hundred and for ty acres 
of land, which shall conform as near ly as possible to t he surveys. Les-
sees shall pay on each oil, coal, asplialt , or other mineral claim a t t h e 
ra te of one hundred dollars per annum, in advance, for t h e first and 
second years ; two h u n d r e d dol lars per annum, in advance , for t he 
th i rd and four th years , and five hundred dollars, in advance , for each 
succeeding year thereaf te r , as advanced roya l ty on the mine or claim 
on which they are made. Al l such p a y m e n t s shall be a credit on royal ty 
wnen each said mine is developed and opera ted and i ts product ion is in 

xcess of such guaranteed annua l advanced paymen t s ; and all lessees 
OT!P L P A Y 8 I A I D a n n u a l advanced paymen t s on each claim, whether devel-
oped or undeveloped; and should any lessee neglect or refuse to pay such 

a n c e d annual royal ty for t he period of s ixty days af te r the same 
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becomes due and payable on any lease, t he lease on which defaul t is 
made shall become null and void, and the royal t ies paid in advance shall 
then become and be the money and proper ty of the tr ibe. W h e r e any oil, 
coal, asphal t , or other mineral is hereaf ter opened on land allotted, sold 

. or reserved, the value of the use of the necessary surface for prospect ing 
or mining, and the damage done to t he other land and improvements , 
shall be ascer tained under the direction of t he Secretary of the Inter ior 
and paid to t he allottee or owner of t he land, by t h e lessee or pa r ty 
opera t ing the same, before operations beg in : Provided, Tha t no th ing 
herein contained shall impair the r igh t s of any holder or owner of a 
leasehold in teres t in any oil, coal r ights , asphal t , or mineral which have 
been assented to by act of Congress, b u t all such interes t shall con-
t i n u e unimpaired hereby, and shall be assured to such holders or owners 
by leases from the Secre tary of the In ter ior for the term not exceeding 
fifteen years, b u t subject to payment of advance royalt ies as herein 
provided, when such leases are not operated, to the r a t e of royal ty on 
coal mined, and the rules and regulat ions to be prescr ibed by the Sec-
r e t a ry of t he Inter ior , and preference shall be given to such par t ies in 
renewals of such leases: And provided further, T h a t when, under t he 
customs and laws heretofore exis t ing and prevai l ing in t he Ind ian Ter-
r i tory, leases have been made of different groups or parcels of oil, coal, 
asphal t , or o ther mineral deposits, and possession has been taken there-
unde r and improvements made for the development of such oil, coal, 
asphal t , or o ther mineral deposits, by lessees or the i r assigns, which 
have resul ted in t he product ion of oil, coal, asphal t , or o ther mineral 
in commercial quant i t ies by such lessees or their assigns, then such 
par t i e s in possession shall be given preference in t he making of new 
leases, in compliance with the direct ions of t he Secretary of the In te-
r ior ; and in making new leases due considerat ion shall be made for the 
improvements of such lessees, and in all cases of the leasing or renewal 
of leases of oil, coal, asphal t , and o ther mineral deposi ts preference 
shall be given to par t ies in possession who have made improvements . 
The r a t e of royal ty to be paid by all lessees shall be fixed by the 
Secre tary of t h e Inter ior . 

SEC. 14. T h a t t he i nhab i t an t s of any city or town in said Terr i tory 
hav ing two hundred or more res idents therein may proceed, by pet i t ion 
to the Uni ted S ta t e s court in the dis t r ic t in which such city or town is 
located, to have the same incorporated as provided in chapter twenty-
nine of Mansfield 's Diges t of the S t a tu t e s of Arkansas , if not a l ready 
incorporated t h e r e u n d e r ; and the clerk of said court shall record ail 
pape r s and perform all the acts requi red of the recorder of t h e county, 
or the clerk of t h e county court , or the secretary of s ta te , necessary for 
t h e incorporation of any ci ty or town, as provided in Mansfield's 
Diges t , and such city or town government , when so authorized a n d 
organized, shall possess all t h e powers and exercise all t h e r igh t s of 
similar municipali t ies in said S ta t e of Arkansas . All male i n h a b i t a n t s 
of such cities and towns over t h e age of twenty-one years , who are 
citizens of the Uni t ed S ta tes or of ei ther of said tr ibes, who h a v e 
resided therein more t h a n six months nex t before any election held 
u n d e r th i s Act , shall be qualified voters at such election. T h a t mayors 
of such cities and towns, in addi t ion to their other powers, shall have 
the same jur isdict ion in all civil and criminal cases ar is ing wi thin t h e 
corporate l imits of such cities and towns as, and coextensive with, 
Un i t ed S ta tes commissioners in the Ind ian Terr i tory, and may charge, 
collect, and re ta in the same fees as such commissioners now collect and 
account for to t h e Uni t ed S t a t e s ; and the marsha l or other execut ive 
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officer of such city or town may execute all processes issued iu t he 
exercise of the jur isdict ion hereby conferred, and charge and collect the 
same fees for similar services, as are allowed to constables under t h e 
laws now in force in said Terr i tory. 

All elections shall be conducted under the provisions of chapter fifty-
six of said digest, ent i t led " Elect ions," so fa r as t he same may be appli-
cable; and all i nhab i t an t s of such cities and towns, wi thout r ega rd to 
race, shall be subject to all laws and ordinances of such city or town 
governments , and shall have equal r ights , privileges, and protect ion 
therein. Such city or town governments shall in no case have any 
au thor i ty to impose upon or levy any t a x aga ins t any lands in said 
cities or towns unt i l a f te r t i t le is secured from t h e t r ibe ; b u t all other 
proper ty , including all improvements on town lots, which for t he pur - ' 
poses of th is A c t shall be deemed and considered personal proper ty , 
together with all occupations and privileges, shall be subjec t to tax-
ation. A n d the councils of such cities and towns, for t he suppor t of 
t h e same and for school and other public purposes , may provide by 
ordinance for t he assessment , levy, and collection annual ly of a t a x 
upon such proper ty , not to exceed in the aggrega te two per centum of 
t h e assessed value thereof, in manner provided in chap te r one h u n d r e d 
and twenty-nine of said digest , enti t led "Revenue , " and for such pur-
poses m a y also impose a t a x upon occupat ions and privileges. 

Such councils may also establ ish and main ta in f ree schools in such 
cities and towns, under t he provisions of sections sixty-two h u n d r e d 
and fifty-eight to sixty-two hundred and seventy-six, inclusive, of said 
digest, and may exercise all the powers conferred upon special school 
d is t r ic ts in cities and towns in the S t a t e of A r k a n s a s by the laws of 
said S ta t e when the same are not in conflict wi th t he provisions of 
th is Act . 

For t he purposes of th is section all t he laws of said S ta te of A r k a n s a s 
herein referred to, so far as applicable, a re hereby p u t in force in said 
Ter r i to ry ; and the Uni t ed S ta t e s court there in shall have jurisdiction 
t o enforce the same, and to punish any violation thereof, and the city 
or town councils shall pass such ordinances as may be necessary for t h e 
p u r p o s e of making the laws extended over them applicable to them 
a n d for carrying the same into effect: Provided, T h a t no th ing in th is 
Act , or in t h e laws of the S ta t e of Arkansas , shall authorize or permi t 
t h e sale, or exposure for sale, of any intoxicat ing liquor in said Terri-
tory, or the in t roduct ion thereof into said Terr i tory ; and i t shall be 
t he d u t y of the dis tr ict a t to rneys in said Terr i tory and the officers of 
such municipali t ies to prosecute all violators of t he laws of t he Uni ted 
Sta tes re la t ing to t he int roduct ion of in toxicat ing l iquors in to said 
Terr i tory, or to their sale, or exposure for sale, there in : Provided 
further, T h a t owners and holders of leases or improvements in any 
city or town shall be privi leged to t r ans fe r t h e same. 

SEC. 15. Tha t there shall be a commission in each town for each one 
of t he Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek, and Cherokee t r ibes , to consist of 
one member to be appointed by the execut ive of t he t r ibe, who shall 
no t be interes ted in town proper ty , other than his home; one person to 
be appointed by t h e Secre tary of t he In ter ior , and one member to be 
selected by the town. A n d if t he execut ive of t he t r ibe or t he town 
fail to select members as aforesaid, they m a y b e selected and appoin ted 
by the Secretary of t h e Inter ior . 

Said commissions shall cause to be surveyed and laid out town sites 
where towns with a present populat ion of two h u n d r e d or more a re 
located, conforming to the exis t ing survey so far as m a y b e , wi th proper 
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and necessary streets, alleys, and public grounds, including p a r k s and 
cemeteries, giving to each town such te r r i to ry as may be required for 
i t s present needs and reasonable prospective g rowth ; and shall p repare 
correct p la ts thereof, and file one with the Secretary of t he Interior, one 
wi th t h e clerk of the Uni ted S ta tes court , one with the author i t ies of 
the tribe, and one with the town authori t ies . And all town lots shall 
be appra ised by said commission a t their t rue value, excluding improve-
men t s ; and separa te appra isements shall be made of all improvements 
thereon; and no such appra isement shall be effective unt i l approved by 
t h e Secretary of the Inter ior , and in case of d isagreement by the mem-
bers of such commission as to the value of any lot, said Secretary may 
fix t he value thereof. 

The owner of t h e improvements upon any town lot, o ther t h a n fenc-
ing, tillage, or t emporary buildings, may deposit in the Uni ted S t a t e s 
Treasury , Saint Louis, Missouri, one-half of such appra ised va lue ; t en 
per centum within two months and fifteen per centum more within six 
months a f te r notice of appraisement , and t h e remainder in th ree equal 
annua l ins ta l lments thereaf te r , deposi t ing wi th the Secretary of t h e 
Inter ior one receipt for each payment , and one with t h e author i t ies of 
t he tribe, and such deposit shall be deemed a tender to t he t r ibe of t he 
purchase money for such lot. 

i f the owner of such improvements on any lot fails to make deposi t 
of t h e purchase money as aforesaid, t hen such lot may be sold in t he 
manner herein provided for the sale of un improved lots ; and when t h e 
purchaser thereof has complied with the requi rements herein for t h e pur-
chase of improved lots he may, by peti t ion, apply to t h e Uni ted S ta tes 
court within whose jur isdic t ion the town is located for condemnat ion 
and appra isement of such improvements , and pet i t ioner shall, a f t e r 
j udgmen t , deposit the value so fixed with the clerk of t h e cour t ; and 
thereupon the defendan t shall be requi red to accept same in ful l pay-
men t for his improvements or remove same from t h e lot wi thin such 
t ime as may be fixed by the court . 

Al l town lots not improved as aforesaid shall belong to t h e tr ibe, and 
shall be in like manner appra ised , and, a f te r approva l by t h e Secre tary 
of the Inter ior , and due notice, sold to t he h ighes t b idder a t public 
auction by said commission, b u t not for less t h a n thei r appra ised value, 
unless ordered by t h e Secre tary of t he In te r io r ; and purchase r s m a y 
m like manner make deposits of t he pu rchase money with like effect, 
as m case of improved lots. 

The inhab i t an t s of any town may, wi thin one year a f t e r t he comple-
t ion of t h e survey thereof, make such deposit of t en dollars per acre 
for pa rks , cemeteries, aud other public g rounds laid out by said com-
mission with like effect as for improved lo ts ; and such p a r k s and publ ic 
grounds shall not be used for any purpose unt i l such deposits a re made. 

H i e person authorized by the t r ibe or t r ibes may execute or deliver 
to any such purchaser , without expense to him, a deed conveying to him 
t h e t i t le to such l ands or town lo ts ; and the rea f t e r t h e purchase money 
shall become the proper ty of the t r ibe ; and all such moneys shall, when 
t i t les to all t h e lots in t he towns belonging to a n y t r ibe have been t h u s 
perfected, be paid per capi ta to t h e members of t h e t r i be : Provided, 
however, T h a t in those town sites des igna ted and laid out unde r t h e 
provisions of th is A c t wiiere coal leases a re now being opera ted and 
C ? j i i S mined there shall be reserved from appra isement and sale 
ali lots occupied by houses of miners ac tual ly engaged in mining, and 
only while t hey are so engaged, and in addi t ion there to a sufficient 
amount of land, to be de termined by t h e appraisers , to f u r n i s h homes 
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for the men actually engaged in working for the lessees opera t ing said 
mines and a sufficient amount for all buildings and machinery for min-
ing purposes: And provided further, T h a t when the lessees shall cease 
to operate said mines, then, and in t h a t event, the lots of land so reserved 
shall be disposed of as provided for in th is Act . 

SEC. 16. Tha t it shall be un lawful for any person, a f t e r t h e passage 
of th is 'Act , except as here inaf te r provided, to claim, demand, or receive, 
for his own use or for the use of anyone else, any royal ty on oil, coal, 
asphalt , or other mineral , or on any t imber or lumber, or any other k ind 
of property whatsoever , or any ren t s on any l ands or p roper ty belong-
ing to any one of said t r ibes or na t ions in said Terr i tory, or for anyone 
to pay to any individual any such royal ty or r en t s or any considerat ion 
t h e r e f o r whatsoever ; and all royal t ies and r en t s hereaf ter payab le to 
t he t r ibe shall be paid, u n d e r such rules and regula t ions as may be 
prescribed by the Secretary of t he Inter ior , into t h e Treasury of t h e 
Uni ted Sta tes to the credi t of the t r ibe to which they be long: Provided, 
T h a t where any citizen shall be in possession of only such amoun t of 
agricul tural or grazing l ands as would be his j u s t and reasonable share 
of t he lands of his nat ion or t r ibe and t h a t to which his wife and minor 
children are enti t led, he may cont inue to use t h e same or receive t h e 
ren ts thereon unt i l a l lo tment has been made to h im: Provided further, 
Tha t nothing herein contained shall impair t h e r i gh t s of any member 
of a t r ibe to dispose of any t imber contained on his, her , or their 
allotment. 

SEC. 17. Tha t it shall be un lawfu l for any citizen of any one of said 
t r ibes to inclose or in any manner , by himself or t h rough another , 
directly or indirectly, to hold possession of any grea ter amount of lands 
or other p roper ty belonging to a n y such nat ion or t r ibe t h a n t h a t which 
would be his approximate share of the l ands belonging to such nat ion 
or t r ibe and t h a t o f .h i s wife and his minor children as per a l lotment 
herein provided; a n d any person found in such possession of l ands or 
other proper ty in excess of his share and t h a t of his family, as afore-
said, or having the same in any manner inclosed, a t the expirat ion of 
nine months af te r t h e passage of this Act , shall be deemed gui l ty of a 
misdemeanor. 

SEC. 18. Tha t any person convicted of violat ing any of t h e provi-
sions of sections s ixteen a n d seventeen of th i s A c t shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor and punished by a fine of no t less t h a n one 
hundred dollars, and shall s t and commit ted unt i l such tine and costs 
are paid (such commitment not to exceed one day for every two dol lars 
of said fine and costs), and shall forfeit possession of any p roper ty in 
question, and each day on which such offense is commit ted or cont inues 
to exist shall be deemed a separa te offense. A n d t h e Uni ted S ta tes 
dis tr ict a t torneys in said Terr i tory are required to see t h a t the provi-
sions of said sections are s t r ic t ly enforced and they shall a t once pro-
ceed to dispossess all persons of such excessive holding of l ands and 
to prosecute them for so unlawful ly holding t h e same. 

C»EC. 19. Tha t no paymen t of any moneys on any account wha tever 
snail hereafter be made by the United S ta t e s to any of t he t r iba l gov-
ernments or to any officer thereof for d isbursement , b u t p a y m e n t s of 
S e e r ' T m t o J n e m b e r s of said t r ibes shall be made unde r direction of t h e 
n a v m / i t l l G I n t e r i o r b y an officer appointed by h im; and per capi ta 
k i V f S i S Q a 1 1 he made direct to each indiv idua l in lawful money of 
anv ; b . t a t e s > a n d the same shall not be liable to t he p a y m e n t of 
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i ty to employ, with approval of t h e Secre tary of the In ter ior , all assist-
ance necessary for the p rompt and efficient performance of all dut ies 
herein imposed, including competent surveyors to make allotments, and 
to do any other needed' work, and t h e Secretary of the Inter ior may 
detai l competent clerks to aid them in the performance of their dut ies . 

SEC. 22. Tha t in making rolls of cit izenship of the several t r ibes , as 
required by law, the Commission to the F ive Civilized Tribes is author-
ized and directed to t ake t h e roll of Cherokee citizens of eighteen hun-
dred and eighty (not including freedmen) as the only roll in tended to 
be confirmed by this and preceding Ac t s of Congress, and to enroll all 
persons now living whose names are found on said roll, and all descend-
an t s born since the da te of said roll to persons whose names a re found 
thereon; and all persons who h a v e been enrolled by the t r iba l authori-
t ies who have heretofore made pe rmanen t se t t lement in the Cherokee 
Nation whose pa ren t s , by reason of the i r Cherokee blood, have been 
lawfully admi t ted to ci t izenship b y the t r iba l authori t ies , and who were 
minors when their pa ren t s were so admi t t ed ; and they shall inves t iga te 
t he r igh t of all other persons whose names are found on any other rolls 
and omit all such as may have been placed thereon by f r a u d or wi thou t 
au thor i ty of law, enroll ing only such as may have lawful r igh t there to , 
and their descendan t s born since such rolls were made, with such inter-
marr ied whi te persons as may be ent i t led to cit izenship under Cherokee 
laws. 

I t shal l make a roll of Cherokee f reedmen in s t r ic t compliance wi th 
the decree of t h e Cour t of Claims rendered the th i rd clay of Feb rua ry , 
e ighteen h u n d r e d and ninety-six. 

Said commission is author ized and directed to make correct rolls of 
t he citizens by blood of all t h e other tr ibes, e l iminat ing from t h e t r iba l 
rolls such names as may have been placed thereon by f r a u d or wi thou t 
au thor i ty of law, enroll ing such only as may have lawful r igh t there to , 
and their descendants born since such rolls were made, wi th such inter-
marr ied whi te persons as may be ent i t led to Choctaw and Chickasaw 
citizenship under t he t rea t ies and the laws of said tr ibes. 

Said commission shall h a v e au thor i ty to determine t h e iden t i ty of 
Choctaw Ind ians claiming r i gh t s in the Choctaw lands unde r ar t ic le 
four teen of t he t r ea ty between t h e Un i t ed S ta t e s and the Choctaw-
Nat ion concluded September twenty-seventh , e ighteen h u n d r e d and 
th i r ty , and to t h a t end they may adminis ter oaths , examine witnesses , 
and per form all other acts necessary there to and make repor t to t h e 
Secretary of the Inter ior . . 

The roll of Creek f reedmen made b y J . W . D u n n , unde r au thor i ty of 
t h e Uni ted Sta tes , prior to March four teenth , e ighteen hundred and 
sixty-seven, is hereby confirmed, and said commission is d i rec ted to 
enroll all persons now living whose names are found on said rolls, and 
all descendants born since the da te of said roll to persons whose names 
are found thereon, wi th such other persons of Af r i can descent as m a y 
h a v e been r ight fu l ly admi t t ed by the lawful au thor i t ies of t h e Creek Nat ion . , . I t shall make a correct roll of all Choctaw f reedmen ent i t led to citi-
zenship under t he t rea t ies and laws of t he Choctaw Nat ion, and all 
the i r descendan ts born to them since the da te of t h e t rea ty . 

I t shall make a correct roll of Chickasaw f reedmen ent i t led to any 
r igh t s or benefi ts under t he t r e a t y made in e ighteen h u n d r e d and sixty-
six be tween t h e Uni t ed S ta tes and the Choctaw and Chickasaw t r ibes 
and their descendants born to them since t h e da t e of said t r ea ty and 
for ty acres of land, inc luding their p resen t residences and improve-
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merits, shall be allotted to each, to be selected, held, and used by them 
unt i l their r ights under said t r ea ty shall be determined in such manner 
as shall be hereaf ter provided by Congress. 

The several t r ibes may, by agreement , determine the r igh t of persons 
who for any reason may claim citizenship in two or more tribes, and to 
al lotment of lands and distr ibution of moneys belonging to each t r ibe ; 
bu t if no such agreement be made, then such claimant shall be ent i t led 
to such r igh t s in one t r ibe only, and may elect in which t r ibe he will 
t ake such r igh t ; b u t if he fail or refuse to make such selection in due 
time, he shall be enrolled in the t r ibe with whom he h a s resided, and 
there be given such al lotment and dis t r ibut ions, and not elsewhere. 

No person shall be enrolled who has not heretofore removed to and 
in good fa i th sett led in the nat ion in which he claims cit izenship : Pro-
vided, however, T h a t no th ing contained in th i s Ac t shall be so construed 
as to militate aga ins t any r igh t s or privi leges which t h e Mississippi 
Choctaws may have under t h e laws of or t he t rea t ies wi th t h e Un i t ed 
States . » 

Said commission shall m a k e such rolls descr ipt ive of the persons 
thereon, so t h a t they may be the reby identified, and i t is authorized to 
t ake a census of each of said tr ibes, or to adopt any other means by 
them deemed necessary to enable them to make such rolls. They shall 
have access to all rolls and records of t h e several t r ibes , and t h e Uni t ed 
Sta tes court in Ind ian Terr i tory shall have jur isdic t ion to compel t he 
officers of t he t r ibal governments and cus todians of such rolls and 
records to deliver same to said commission, and on their re fusa l or 
fai lure to do so to punish them as for contempt ; as also to require all 
citizens of said tr ibes, and persons who should be so enrolled, to appear-
before said commission for enrollment, a t such t imes and places as m a y 
be fixed by said commission, and to enforce obedience" of all others 
concerned, so far as t h e same may be necessary, to enable said commis-
sion to make rolls as herein required, and to punish anyone who may 
m any maimer or by any means obs t ruc t said work. 

1 he rolls so made, when approved by t h e Secretary of t h e In ter ior , 
shad be final, and the persons whose names are found thereon, wi th 
their descendants thereaf te r born to them, with such persons as may 
in te rmar ry according to t r ibal laws, shal l alone cons t i tu te t he several 
t r ibes which they represent . 

The members of said commission shall, in per forming all dut ies 
required ot them by law, have au thor i ty to adminis ter oaths , examine 
witnesses, and send for persons and pape r s ; and anv person who shall 
wnimiiy and knowingly make any fa lse affidavit or oa th to any mater ia l 
n tWr l f f i 1 ® r , e f o r e a n y member of said commission, or before a n y 
r ^ n p r authorized to adminis ter oaths, to any affidavit or other 
!rnil?v nP 0 r 0 a t h t a k e n b e f o r e s a i d commission, shall be deemed 
such o f f e n s e r J U r y ' a n d ° n c o n v i c t i o n thereof shal l be punished as for 
usages nr W l l C T e members of one t r ibe, under in tercourse laws, 
lands of ™ a d e l l 0 m e S w i . f c M n t h e ^ i t s and on the 
same u n d ^ r ^ & may re ta in and t a k e al lotment, embrac ing 
r e s p e c W ^ P h ^ f n ^ ^ ^ ^ t a s b e made between such t r ibes 
ments so m a r W i f i i u S ' b u t l f 1 1 0 S u c h agreement be made the improve-
d am ages i u ^ a h ^ ^ l ^ and t h e value thereof, inc luding all be paid tMfim S e t t l e r i n c i ( I e i i t t 0 enforced removal, shall 
to the tribe, w r e m ? v a 1 ' o u t o f any f u n d s belonging his improvement* f? -V h e s o d e s i r e , may make p r iva t e sale of P ovements to any citizen of the t r ibe owning the l a n d s : Pro-
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vided, T h a t he shall not be paid for improvements made on lands in 
excess of t h a t to which he, his wife, and minor children are ent i t led to 
under th is Act . 

SEC. 24. T h a t all leases of agr icul tura l or grazing land belonging to 
any t r ibe made af ter the first day of J a n u a r y , eighteen h u n d r e d and 
ninety-eight , by t h e t r ibe or any member thereof shall be absolutely 
void, and all such grazing leases made prior to said da t e shall t e rmina te 
on t h e first day of Apri l , eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, and all 
such agr icu l tu ra l leases shall t e rmina te on J a n u a r y first, n ineteen hun-
dred ; b u t th is shall no t p revent individuals from leasing thei r allot-
ments when made to them as provided in th is Act , nor f rom occupying 
or r en t ing thei r propor t ionate shares of t h e t r ibal l ands unt i l the allot-
ments herein provided for are made. 

SEC. 25. T h a t all moneys paid into t h e Uni t ed Sta tes Treasury a t 
Sa in t Louis, Missouri, under provisions of th is A c t shall be placed to 
t h e credi t of the t r ibe to which they be long; and the ass i s tan t Un i t ed 
S ta tes t r easu re r shall give t r ipl icate receipts therefor to t h e depositor. 

SEC. 26. T h a t before any al lotment shall be made of l ands in t h e 
Cherokee Nation, the re shall be segregated therefrom by the commis-
sion heretofore mentioned, in separa te a l lo tments or otherwise, t h e one 
h u n d r e d and fifty-seven thousand six h u n d r e d acres purchased by the 
Delaware t r ibe of Ind ians from t h e Cherokee Nat ion under agreement 
of Apr i l e ighth, e ighteen hundred and sixty-seven, subject to t he judic ia l 
determinat ion of the r igh t s of said descendants and t h e Cherokee 
Nat ion under said agreement . T h a t t h e Delaware Ind ians res iding in 
t he Cherokee Nat ion are hereby authorized and empowered to b r ing 
sui t in t he Cour t of Claims of t he Uni ted Sta tes , within s ixty days 
a f te r t h e passage of th i s Act , aga ins t t h e Cherokee Nat ion, for t h e pur-
pose of de termining the r i gh t s of said Delaware Ind ians in and to the 
l ands and f u n d s of said nat ion under thei r contract and agreement 
wi th t h e Cherokee Nat ion da ted Apr i l e ighth, eighteen h u n d r e d and 
sixty-seven; or t h e Cherokee Nat ion may br ing a l ike suit aga ins t said 
De laware Ind ians ; and jur isdic t ion is conferred on said court to adju-
dicate and fully determine the same, with r i g h t of appeal to ei ther 
p a r t y to t h e Supreme Court of t h e Uni ted States . 

SEC. 29. T h a t on and af ter t he passage of th i s A c t t h e laws of t h e 
var ious t r ibes or nat ions of Ind ians shall not be enforced a t law or in 
equi ty b y t h e courts of t he U n i t e d S ta t e s in t h e Ind ian Terr i tory. 

SEC. 30. T h a t the Secretary of t h e In te r io r is author ized to locate 
one Ind ian inspector in Ind ian Terr i tory, who may, under his au thor i ty 
and direction, perform any dut ies requi red of t h e Secre ta ry of t h e 
In te r io r b y law, re la t ing to affairs therein. 

SEC. 31. T h a t on the first day of Ju ly , e ighteen hundred and ninety-
eight, all t r iba l cour ts in Ind ian Terr i tory shall be abolished, and no 
officer of said courts shall the rea f te r have any au thor i ty whatever to 
do or per form any act theretofore authorized b y any law in connection 
wi th said courts , or to receive any p a y for same; and all civil and crim-
inal causes then pend ing in any such court shall be t ransfer red to t h e 
Uni ted S ta tes court in said Terr i tory by filing wi th the clerk of t h e cour t 
t h e original papers in the su i t : Provided, T h a t th is section shall not be 
in force as to the Chickasaw, Choctaw, and Creek t r ibes or na t ions unt i l 
t he first dav of October, eighteen h u n d r e d and ninety-eight . 

•SEC. 32. T h a t t h e agreement made by the Commission to t h e F ive 
Civilized Tr ibes wi th commissions represen t ing t h e Choctaw and Chick-
asaw t r ibes of I n d i a n s on the twenty- th i rd clay of April , e ighteen hun-
dred and ninety-seven, as herein amended, is hereby rat if ied and 
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confirmed, and tlie same shall be of ful l force and effect if ra t i f ied 
before the first day of December, e ighteen hundred and ninety-eight , 
by a majori ty of the whole number of votes cast by t h e members of 
said t r ibes a t an election held for t h a t purpose ; and t h e execut ives of 
said tribes are hereby authorized and directed to make publ ic procla-
mation t h a t said agreement shall be voted on a t the nex t genera l elec-
tion, or a t any special election to be called by such execut ives for the 
purpose of vot ing on said agreement ; and a t the election held for such 
purpose all male members of each of said t r ibes qualified to vote unde r 
his tribal laws shall have the r igh t to vote a t the election precinct most 
convenient to his residence, whether the same be within the bounds of 
his t r ibe or no t : Provided, T h a t no person whose r i gh t to c i t izenship 
in either of said t r ibes or nat ions is now contested in original or appel-
la te proceedings before any Uni ted Sta tes court shall be permi t ted to 
vote a t said election: Provided further, T h a t t he votes cast in both said 
t r ibes or nat ions shall be for thwi th r e tu rned duly certified by the pre-
cinct officers to the nat ional secretaries of said t r ibes or nat ions , a n d 
shall be presented by said nat ional secretaries to a board of commis-
sioners consist ing of the pr incipal chief and nat ional secre tary of the 
Choctaw Nation, the governor and nat ional secretary-of t he Chickasaw 
Nation, and a member of t h e Commission to the F ive Civilized Tr ibes , 
to be designated by the cha i rman of said commission: and said board 
shall meet wi thout delay a t A toka , in the Ind i an Terr i tory, and can-
vass and count said votes and make proclamation of the resu l t ; and if 
said agreement as amended be so rat if ied, t he provisions of th is A c t 
shall then only apply to said t r ibes where the same do not conflict 
with t he provisions of said ag reement ; bu t the provisions of said 
agreement, if so ratified, shall not in any manner affect the provisions 
of section fourteen of th is Act , which said amended agreement is as 
follows: 

This agreement , by and between t h e Government of t he Un i t ed Sta tes , 
of t he first par t , en tered into in i t s behalf by t h e Commission to the F ive 
Civilized Tribes, Hen ry L. Dawes , F r a n k C. Arms t rong , Arch iba ld S. 
McKennon, Thomas B. Cabauiss , and Alexander B. Montgomery, duly 
appointed and authorized thereunto , and t h e governments of the Choc-
t aw and Chickasaw t r ibes or nat ions of Ind ians in t h e Ind ian Terr i tory , 
respectively, of the second par t , entered into in behalf of such Choctaw 
and Chickasaw governments , duly appointed and author ized thereunto , 
vrz: Green McCurtain, J . S. Standley, N. B. Ainswor th , Ben H a m p t o n , 
Wesley Anderson, Amos Henry , D. C. Gar land , and A. S. Wil l iams, in 
oehalf of the Choctaw Tribe or Nat ion, and R. M. Har r i s , L O. Lewis, 
Holmes Colbert, P . S. Mosely, M. V. Cheadle, R. L. Mur ray , Wil l iam 
or Nat ion C o l b e r t ' a n c l R - L ' B ° y < l , i n behalf of t h e Chickasaw Tribe 

A L L O T M E N T OE LANDS. 

P n ^ I ^ T 6 ? ' - ' T b a t i n considerat ion of t he mu tua l under tak ings , herein contained, i t is agreed as follows: 
t . a w f r , / n , t h e 1 l a n d s w i t h i u ^ e Ind ian Terr i tory belonging to the Choc-tviLt1 ^h i ckasaw Ind ians shall be al lot ted to t h e members of said fair a m i P „ i g ! V e t o e a c h u i e m b e r of these t r ibes so far as possible a t he sol o ' ! S j ' a r e thereof, considering the charac te r and fer t i l i ty of Tha t S i f location and value of the lands. 
between the e t f v ^ l w f o r t o w n s i t e s ' a n d t h e s t r i P o f ^ S 

t i l e C l t y o f F o v t Smith, Arkansas , and the A r k a n s a s and P o t e a u 

1 o l o 
rivers, ex tending up said r iver to the mouth of Mill Creek; and six hun-
dred and for ty acres each, to include the bui ld ings now occupied by the 
Jones Academy, Tushkal ioma Female Seminary, Wheelock Orphan 
Seminary, and Arms t rong Orphan Academy, and ten acres for the capi-
tol bui ld ing of the Choctaw Nat ion ; one hundred and sixty acres each, 
immediately contiguous to and including t h e bui ldings known as Bloom-
field Academy, Lebanon Orphan Home, Har ley Ins t i tu te , Rock Academy, 
and Collins Ins t i tu te , and five acres for the capitol bui lding in t h e 
Chickasaw Nat ion, and the use of one acre of land for each church house 
now erected outs ide of t he towns, and eighty acres of land each for J . S. 
Murrow, H. R. Schermerhorn, and the widow of R. S. Bell, who h a v e 
been laboring as missionaries in the Choctaw and Chickasaw nat ions 
since t h e year eighteen h u n d r e d and sixty-six, wi th t h e same condit ions 
and l imitat ions as apply to l ands al lot ted to t he members of t h e Choc-
t aw and Chickasaw nat ions, and to be located on l ands not occupied by a 
Choctaw or a Chickasaw, and a reasonable amount of land , to be deter-
mined by the town site commission, to include all court-houses and jai ls 
and other public bui ld ings no t hereinbefore provided for , shall be ex-
empted from division. A n d all coal and aspha l t in or u n d e r t h e l ands 
al lotted and reserved from al lotment shall be reserved for the sole use of 
t he members of the Choctaw and Chickasaw tr ibes, exclusive of freed-
men : Provided, T h a t where any coal or aspha l t is he reaf te r opened on 
land al lot ted, sold, or reserved, t he value of the use of t he necessary sur-
face for prospect ing or mining, and the damage done to t he other l and 
and improvements , shall be ascer ta ined u n d e r the direction of t he Sec-
re ta ry of t he In ter ior and paid to the al lot tee or owner of t he l and by 
the lessee or p a r t y opera t ing t h e same, before operat ions begin. T h a t 
in order to such equal division, t h e l ands of t h e Choctaws and Chicka-
saws shall be g raded and appra ised so as to give to each member, so 
far as possible, an equal va lue of t he l a n d : Provided further, T h a t the 
Commission to t he F ive Civilized Tribes shall m a k e a correc t roll of 
Chickasaw freedmen ent i t led to any r igh t s or benefi ts under t h e t r e a t y 
made in e ighteen hundred and sixty-six be tween the Uni ted S ta tes and 
t h e Choctaw and Chickasaw t r ibes and their descendants born to them 
since the da te of said t r ea ty , and for ty acres of land, inc luding the i r 
p resen t residences and improvements, shall be al lot ted to each, to be 
selected, held, and used by them unt i l the i r r igh t s under said t r e a t y 
shall be determined, in such manner as shall he reaf te r be provided by 
act of Congress. 

T h a t t h e l ands al lotted to the Choctaw and Chickasaw f reedmen a re 
to be deduc ted from the portion to be al lot ted unde r this agreement to 
t h e members of t h e Choctaw and Chickasaw t r ibe so as to reduce the 
a l lo tment t o the Choctaws and Chickasaws by t h e va lue of the same. 

T h a t t h e said Choctaw and Chickasaw f reedmen who may be enti-
t led to a l lo tments of for ty acres each shall be ent i t led each to l and 
equal in va lue to for ty acres of t h e ave rage land of t h e two nat ions. 

Tha t in t h e appra isement of t h e l ands to be allotted the Choctaw and 
Chickasaw t r ibes shall each have a representa t ive , to be appoin ted by 
thei r respect ive executives, to cooperate wi th t h e commission to the 
F ive Civilized Tribes, or anyone m a k i n g appra i sements unde r t h e direc-
t ion of t he Secre tary of t h e In ter ior in g r a d j n g and appra i s ing the 
l ands p repara to ry to al lotment . A n d the l and shall be valued in t h e 
appra i sement as if in i ts original condition, excluding the improve-
ments thereon. 

T h a t the appra i sement and al lotment shall be made under the direc-



t ion of the Secretary of the Interior, and shall begin as soon as the 
progress of t he surveys, now being made by the Uni ted S ta tes Gov-
ernment , will admit . 

Tha t each member of the Choctaw and Chickasaw tr ibes, including 
Choctaw and Chickasaw freedmen, shall, where it is possible, have t h e 
r igh t to t ake his al lotment on land, t he improvements on which belong 
to him, and such improvements shall not be es t imated in t h e value of 
h is al lotment. In the case of minor children, a l lotments shall be 
selected for them by their fa ther , mother , guardian , or the adminis-
t ra to r hav ing charge of their estate, preference being given in t he order 
named, and shall not be sold, dur ing his minority. Al lo tments shall be 
selected for prisoners, convicts, and incompetents by some suitable per-
son akin to them, and due care t aken t h a t all persons ent i t led there to 
h a v e al lotments made to them. 

All the lands al lot ted shall be nontaxable while t h e t i t le remains in 
t h e original allottee, bu t not to exceed twenty-one years f rom da te of 
pa ten t , and each allottee shall select from his a l lo tment a homestead 
of one hundred and sixty acres, for which he shall h a v e a separa te 
pa ten t , and which shall be inalienable for twenty-one years from da te 
of pa ten t . This provision shall also apply to t he Choctaw and Chick-
asaw f reedman to the ex ten t of his al lotment. Selections for home-
s teads for minors to be made as provided herein in case of a l lotment , 
and the remainder of the lands allotted to said members shal l bo alien-
able for a price to be actual ly paid, and to include no former indebted-
ness or obligation—one-fourth of said remainder in one year , one-fourth 
in th ree years, and the balance of said alienable l ands in five years 
f rom the da t e of t he pa ten t . 

T h a t all contrac ts looking to the sale or incumbrance in any way of 
t he l and of an allottee, except the sale hereinbefore provided, shall be 
null and void. No allottee shall lease his al lotment, or any port ion 
thereof, for a longer period t h a n five years, and then wi thout t he privi-
lege of renewal . Every lease which is not evidenced by wri t ing, se t t ing 
out specifically the te rms thereof, or which is not recorded in the clerk's 
office of the Uni ted Sta tes court for the dis t r ic t in which the l and is 
located, within th ree months a f te r the da t e of i t s execution, shall be 
void, and the purchase r or lessee shall acquire no r igh t s whatever by 
an en t ry or holding thereunder . A n d no such lease or any sale shall 
be valid as aga ins t t he allottee unless providing to him a reasonable 
compensation for t h e l ands sold or leased. 

T h a t all controversies ar is ing be tween t h e members of said t r ibes as 
to the i r r igh t to have cer ta in lands al lot ted to them shall be set t led b y 
the commission making the allotments. 

T h a t t he Uni ted S ta tes shall p u t each allottee in possession of his 
a l lotment and remove all persons therefrom objectionable to t he allottee. 

Tha t t h e Uni ted Sta tes shall survey and definitely m a r k and locate 
t h e ninety-eighth (98th) meridian of west longi tude be tween Red and 
Canad ian r ivers before a l lotment of t he lands herein provided for shall 
begin. 

M E M B E R S ' T I T L E S TO LANDS. 

T h a t as soon as pract icable, a f te r the completion of said al lotments, 
t he principal chief of £he Choctaw Nat ion and the governor of t h e 
Chickasaw Nat ion shall jo int ly execute, under their h a n d s and the seals 
of the respective nat ions , and deliver to each of t he said allottees 
pa t en t s conveying to him all t he r ight , title, and in te res t of t h e Choc-
t aws and Chickasaws in and to d i e land which shall have been al lot ted 
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to him in conformity with the requi rements of th i s agreement , except-
ing all coal and asphal t in or under saicl land. Said" p a t e n t s shall be 
framed in accordance with the provisions of this agreement , and shall 
embrace the land allotted to such pa tentee and no other land, and the 
acceptance of his pa t en t s by such al lottee shall be operat ive as an 
assent on his pa r t to the al lotment and conveyance of all t he lands of 
the Choctaws and Chickasaws in accordance with the provisions of th is 
agreement , and as a re l inquishment of al l his r ight , t i t le, and in te res t 
in and to any and all p a r t s thereof, except t he l and embraced in said 
pa ten ts , except also his interest in the proceeds of all lands, coal, and 
asphal t herein excepted from allotment. 

T h a t the Uni t ed S ta tes shall provide by law for proper records of 
land ti t les in the te r r i tory occupied by t h e Choctaw and Chickasaw 
tr ibes. 

R A I L R O A D S . 
The r i gh t s of way for rai l roads th rough the Choctaw and Chickasaw 

nat ions to be surveyed and set apar t and p la t t ed to conform to the 
respect ive acts of Congress g ran t ing the same in cases where said r igh t s 
of way are defined by such acts of Congress, b u t in cases where t h e 
acts of Congress do not define the same then Congress is memorialized 
to definitely fix the width of said r igh t s of way for stat ion grounds and 
between stat ions, so t h a t ra i l roads now const ructed th rough said nat ions 
shall have, as near as possible, uniform r i gh t s of w a y ; and Congress is 
also reques ted to fix uniform ra tes of fa re and f re igh t for all ra i l roads 
th rough the Choctaw and Chickasaw na t ions ; b ranch ra i l roads now 
constructed and not bui l t according to ac t s of Congress to pay the 
same ra tes for r i gh t s of way and s ta t ion grounds as main lines. 

TOWN S I T E S . 
I t is f u r t h e r agreed t h a t there shall be appoin ted a commission for 

each of t he two nat ions. E a c h commission shall consist of one mem-
ber, to be appointed by the executive of the t r ibe for which said com-
mission is to act, who shall not be in te res ted in town proper ty o ther 
t han his home, and one to be appointed by the P re s iden t of t he United 
Sta tes . E a c h of said commissions shall lay out town sites, to be 
res t r ic ted as far as possible to their present limits, where towns are 
now located in t h e nat ion for which said commission is appointed . 
Said commission shall have p repared correct and proper p la t s of each 
town, and file one in the clerk's office of the Uni ted S ta tes d is t r ic t 
court for t he dis tr ict in which the town is located, and one with the 
principal chief or governor of t he nat ion in which the town is located, 
and one with the Secretary of the Inter ior , be approved by him before 
t he same shall t a k e effect. W h e n said towns are so laid out, each lot 
on which pe rmanen t , subs tant ia l , and va luable improvements , o ther 
than fences, t i l lage, and temporary houses, have been made, shall be 
valued by the commission provided for the nat ion in which t h e town 
is located a t t h e price a fee-simple t i t le to t he same would b r ing in t h e 
marke t a t the t ime the valuat ion is made, b u t not to include in such 
value the improvements thereon. The owner of the improvements on 
each lot shall have the r igh t to buy one residence and one business lot 
a t fifty per centum of the appra ised value of such improved proper ty , 
and the remainder of such improved p roper ty a t sixty-two and one-
half per centum of the said marke t va lue within s ix ty 'days from da te 
of notice served 011 him t h a t such lot is for sale, and if he purchases 
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t he same lie shall, within t en days from his purchase , pay into the 
Treasury of the Uni ted Sta tes one-fourth of t h e purchase price, and 
t h e balance in th ree equal annual ins ta l lments , and when the ent ire 
sum is paid shall be ent i t led to a pa t en t for t he same. In case the two 
members of t h e commission fail to agree as to the m a r k e t value of any 
lot or t he limit or ex ten t of said town, ei ther of said commissioners 
may repor t any such disagreement to t he j u d g e of the dis t r ic t in which 
such town is located, who shall appoint a th i rd member to act wi th 
said commission, who is not in teres ted in town lots, who shall act with 
them to determine said value. . 

If such owner of t he improvements on any lot fails within sixty days 
to purchase and make the first p a y m e n t on same, such lot, with the 
improvements thereon, shal l be sold a t publ ic auction to the highest 
b idder , under the direction of the aforesaid commission, and the pur-
chaser a t such sale shall pay to t he owner of t h e improvements the 
price for which said lot shall be sold, less sixty-two and one-half per 
cent of said appra ised value of t he lot, a n d shall pay the sixty-two and 
one-half per cent of said appraised value into Un i t ed S ta tes Treasury, 
under regula t ions to be es tabl ished by the Secre tary of t h e Inter ior , in 
four insta l lments , as hereinbefore provided. The commission shall 
have the r igh t to reject any bid on such lot which they consider below 
i ts value. . All lots not so appra ised shall be sold f rom tune to t ime a t public 
auct ion (after proper adver t isement) by the commission for t h e nat ion 
in which t h e town is located, as may seem for t h e best in teres t of the 
na t ions and the proper development of each town, t h e purchase price 
to be pa id in four ins ta l lments as hereinbefore provided for improved 
lots. The commission shall have the r i gh t to reject any bid for such 
lots which they consider below i ts value. 

Al l t he paymen t s herein provided for shall be made under t h e direc-
t ion of t h e Secretary of t h e In ter ior in to t h e Uni ted S ta tes Treasury , a 
fa i lure of s ixty days to make any one p a y m e n t to be a forfei ture of all 
paymen t s made and all r igh t s u n d e r the con t rac t : Provided, T h a t the 
purchaser of any lot shall have t h e option of pay ing the ent ire price ot 
t h e lot before the same is due. 

No t ax shall be assessed by any town government aga ins t any town 
lot unsold by the commission, and no t a x levied aga ins t a lot sold, as 
herein provided, shall cons t i tu te a lien on same til l t h e purchase price 
thereof has been ful ly pa id to the nat ion. 

The money pa id in to t h e U n i t e d S ta tes Treasury for the sale ot ail 
town lots shall be for the benefi t of t h e members of t h e C h o c t a w and 
Chickasaw t r ibes (freedmen excepted), and a t t he end of one y e a r trom 
t h e rat i f icat ion of th i s agreement , and a t t h e end of each year there-
af te r , t he f u n d s so accumula ted shall be divided and pa id to t h e «^hoc-
t a w s and Chickasaws (freedmen excepted), each member of t he two 
t r ibes to receive an equal port ion thereof. . 

T h a t no law or ordinance shal l be passed b y any town which inter-
feres wi th t h e enforcement of or is in conflict wi th t h e laws ot the 
Un i t ed S ta tes in force in said Terr i tory, and all persons in such towns 
shall be subject to said laws, and t h e Uni ted S t a t e s agrees to main ta in 
s t r ic t laws in t he te r r i to ry of t he Choctaw and Chickasaw t r ibes 
aga ins t the in t roduct ion, sale, ba r te r , or giving away ot l iquors and. 
in toxicants of any k ind or qual i ty . , 

T h a t said commission shall be author ized to locate, within a sui table 
d is tance from each town site, no t to exceed five acres to be used as a 

cemetery, and when any town has pa id into the Uni ted Sta tes Treasury , 
to be p a r t of the fund arising from the sale of town lots, ten dollars per 
acre therefor, such town shall be enti t led to a pa t en t for the same as 
herein provided for t i t les to allottees, and shall dispose of same a t rea-
sonable prices in sui table lots for burial purposes, the proceeds der ived 
from such sales to be applied by the town government to t he proper 
improvement and care of said cemetery. 

Tha t no charge or claim shall be made agains t t he Choctaw or Chick-
asaw t r ibes by the Uni ted S ta tes for the expenses of surveying and 
p la t t ing t h e lands and town sites, or for grading, apprais ing, and allot-
t ing the lands, or for appra is ing and disposing of the town lots as herein 
provided. 

Tha t t he l and ad jacen t to F o r t Smi th and lands for court-houses, 
jails, and other public purposes , excepted from al lotment shall be dis-
posed of in the same manner and for t he same purposes as provided for 
town lots herein, b u t not till t he Choctaw and Chickasaw councils shall 
direct such disposition to be made thereof, and said land ad jacen t 
thereto shall be placed under the jur isdict ion of t h e city of F o r t Smi th , 
Arkansas , for police purposes. 

There shall be set apa r t and exempted from appra i sement and sale in 
the towns, lots upon which churches and parsonages are now buil t and 
occupied, not to exceed fifty feet f ron t and one hundred feet deep for 
each church or pa rsonage : Provided, T h a t such lots shall only be used 
for churches and parsonages, and when they ceased to be used shal l 
rever t to t he members of t he t r ibes to be disjjosed of as other t o w n 
lots: Provided further, T h a t these lots m a y b e sold by the churches for 
which they are set a p a r t if the purchase money therefor is inves ted in 
other lot or lots in the same town, to be used for the same purpose a n d 
with the same conditions and l imitations. 

I t is agreed t h a t all the coal and aspha l t wi thin the limits of t h e 
Choctaw and Chickasaw nat ions shall remain and be the common prop-
erty of t h e members of the Choctaw and Chickasaw t r ibes ( f reedmen 
excepted), so t h a t each and every member shall ha^ e an equal and undi-
vided in teres t in the whole; and no p a t e n t provided for in th i s agree-
ment shail convey any t i t le thereto. The revenues from coal and 
asphal t , <»r so much as shall be necessary, shall be used for t he educa-
tion of the children of Ind ian blood of t he members of said t r ibes . 
Such coal and aspha l t mines as are now in operat ion, and all o thers 
which may hereaf te r be leased and operated, shall be unde r t he super-
vision and control of two t rustees , who shall be appointed by the Presi-
dent of t he United States , one on the recommendat ion of the Pr inc ipa l 
Chief of t he Choctaw Nation, who shall be a Choctaw by blood, whose 
te rm shall be for four years, and one on the recommendat ion of t h e 
Governor of the Chickasaw Nation, who shall be a Chickasaw by blood, 
whose term shall be for two years ; a f te r which the term of appointees 
shall be four years . Said t rustees , or ei ther of them, may, a t any t ime, 
be removed by t h e P res iden t of t he Uni ted S ta tes for good cause 
shown. They shall each give bond for t he fa i thfu l performance of the i r 
duties, under such rules as may be prescr ibed by the Secre tary of t he 
Interior . Their salaries shall be fixed and paid by their respect ive 
nations, each of whom shall make ful l repor t of all h is acts to t he Secre-
t a ry of the Inter ior quar ter ly . All such acts shall be subject to t he 
approval of said Secretary. 

Al l coal and aspha l t mines in t h e two nations, whether now devel-
oped, or to be hereaf ter developed, shall be operated, and the royalties. 
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therefrom paid into the Treasury of t he Uni t ed States , and shall be 
d rawn therefrom under such rules and regulat ions as shall be prescribed 
b y the Secretary of t he Inter ior . 

All contrac ts m a d e by t h e Nat ional Agen t s of the Choctaw and 
Chickasaw Nat ions for opera t ing coal and asphal t , wi th any person or 
corporation, which were, on Apri l twenty- th i rd , eighteen hundred and 
ninety-seven, being operated in good fa i th are hereby ratified and con-
firmed, and the lessee shall have the r igh t to renew t h e same when 
they expire, subject to all the provisions of this Act . 

Al l agreements heretofore made by any person or corporation with any 
member or members of the Choctaw or Chickasaw nations, t he object 
of which was to obtain such member or members ' permission to operate 
coal or asphal t , are hereby declared void: Provided, T h a t no th ing herein 
contained shall impair t he r igh t s of any holder or owner of a leasehold 
in teres t in any oil, coal r ights , asphal t , or mineral which h a v e been 
assented to by act of Congress, bu t all such in teres ts shall continue 
unimpaired hereby and shall be assured by new leases from such trus-
tees of coal or aspha l t claims described therein , by applicat ion to the 
t rus tees within six months a f t e r the rat if ication of th is agreement , sub-
ject , however, to paymen t of advanced royalt ies herein provided for. 

All leases under th is agreement shall include the coal or asplial tum, 
or other mineral, as the case may be, in or unde r nine hundred and 
sixty acres, which shall be in a square as near ly as possible, and shall 
be for th i r ty years . The roya l ty on coal shall be fifteen cents per ton 
of two thousand pounds 011 all coal mined, payable on the 25th day of 
t h e month nex t succeeding t h a t in which it is mined. Royal ty on 
asphal t shall be s ix ty cents per ton, payable same as coal: Provided, 
T h a t t he Secretary of the In ter ior may reduce or advance royal t ies on 
coal and aspha l t when he deems it for t h e bes t in teres ts of t he Choc-
t aws and Chickasaws to do so. No royal t ies shall be pa id except into 
t h e Uni ted S ta tes Treasury as herein provided. 

All lessees shall pay 011 each coal or aspha l t claim a t t he r a t e of one 
hundred dollars per annum, in advance, for t h e first and second yea r s ; 
two hundred dollars per annum, in advance, for t h e th i rd and four th 
yea r s ; and five hundred dol lars for each succeeding year thereaf te r . 
ALL such paymen t s shall be t r ea t ed as advanced royal ty on the mine or 
claim on which they are made, and shall be a credi t as royal ty when 
each said mine is developed and opera ted , and i ts product ion is in 
excess of such guaran teed annual advance payments , and all persons 
hay ing coal leases mus t p a y said annua l advanced paymen t s on each 
claim whether developed or undeveloped: Provided, however, T h a t 
should any lessee neglect or re fuse to pay such advanced annua l roy-
al ty for the period of s ixty days a f t e r t he same becomes due and pay-
able on any lease, t he lease on which defaul t is made shall become nul l 
and void, and the royal t ies paid in advance thereon shall then become 
and be the money and proper ty of t he Choctaw and Chickasaw nat ions . 

I n surface, t h e use of which is reserved to present coal operators , 
shall be included such lots in towns as are occupied by lessees' houses— 
ei ther occupied by said lessees' employees, or as offices or warehouses. 
1 rovided, however, T h a t in those town sites des ignated and laid out 
under t he provision of th is agreement where coal leases are now being 
operated and coal is be ing mined, there shall be reserved from appraise-
ment and sale all lots occupied by houses of miners actual ly engaged 
in mining, and only while thev are so engaged, and in addi t ion there to 
a sufficient amount of land, to be determined by the town-site board of 
appraisers , to furn ish homes for the men actual ly engaged in working 
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for the lessees operat ing said mines, and a sufficient amount for al l 
buildings and machinery for mining purposes . 

And provided further, Tha t when the lessees shall cease to operate 
said mines, then and in t h a t event the lots of laud so reserved shall be 
disposed of by the coal t rus tees for t he benefit of t he Choctaw and 
Chickasaw tribes. 

That whenever t he members of t h e Choctaw and Chickasaw t r ibes 
shall be required to pay taxes for t he suppor t of schools, then the f u n d 
arising from such royalt ies shall be disposed of for t he equal benefi t of 
their members (freedmen excepted) in such manner as t he t r ibes may 
direct. 

I t is fu r the r agreed t h a t t he Uni ted Sta tes courts now exist ing, or 
tha t may hereaf te r be created, in t he Ind ian Terr i tory shall have 
exclusive jur isdict ion of all controversies growing out of t h e titles, 
ownership, occupation, possession, or use of real es tate , coal, and 
asphal t in the terr i tory occupied by the Choctaw and Chickasaw t r ibes ; 
and of all persons charged with homicide, embezzlement, br ibery, and 
embracery, breaches, or d is turbances of t h e peace, and ca r ry ing 
weapons, hereaf te r committed in t h e te r r i to ry of said tr ibes, wi thout 
reference to race or cit izenship of t he person or persons charged wi th 
such crime; and any citizen or officer of t he Choctaw or Chickasaw 
nations charged with such crime shall be t r ied, and , if convicted, pun-
ished as though he were a citizen or officer of t h e Uni t ed Sta tes . 

And sections sixteen h u n d r e d and thir ty-six to sixteen hundred and 
forty-four, inclusive, ent i t led "Embezz lement , " and sections seventeen 
hundred and eleven to seventeen h u n d r e d and eighteen, inclusive, 
entitled " B r i b e r y and Embracery ," of Mansfield's Diges t of t h e laws 
of Arkansas , are hereby extended over ancl p u t in force in the Choctaw 
and Chickasaw nat ions ; and the word "officer ," where the same appears 
in said laws, shall include all officers of t he Choctaw and Chickasaw 
governments ; and the fifteenth section of t h e Ac t of Congress, ent i t led 
" A n A c t to establ ish Uni ted S ta tes courts in t he Ind i an Terr i tory, and 
for other purposes ," approved March 1,1889, l imit ing j u r o r s to citizens 
of the Un i t ed States , shall be held not to apply to Uni ted Sta tes cour ts 
in the Indian Terr i tory held within the l imits of' the Choctaw and Chick-
asaw na t ions ; and all members of t he Choctaw and Chickasaw tr ibes , 
otherwise qualified, shall be competent ju ro r s in said cour t s : Provided, 
Tha t whenever a member of the Choctaw ancl Chickasaw na t ions is 
indicted for homicide, he may, within th i r ty days af te r such ind ic tment 
and his a r res t thereon, and before the same is reached for tr ial , file 
with the clerk of t he court in which he is indicted, his affidavit t h a t he 
can not get a fair t r ia l in said cour t ; and i t thereupon shall be t he d u t y 
of the j u d g e of said court to order a change of venue in such case to 
the Uni ted Sta tes dis tr ict cour t for t he western dis t r ic t of A r k a n s a s , a t 
For t Smith, Arkansas , or to t he Un i t ed S ta tes dis tr ict court for t h e 
eastern dis tr ict of Texas, a t Par i s , Texas, a lways selecting t h e court 
t h a t in his j u d g m e n t is neares t or most convenient to t he place where 
t h e crime charged in the indic tment is supposed to have been commit ted, 
which courts shall h a v e jur isdict ion to t ry t he case; and in all said civil 
suits said courts shall have full equity powers ; and whenever it shall 
appear to said court , a t any s t age in t he hea r ing of any case, t h a t t he 
t r ibe is in any way in teres ted in t he subject -mat ter in controversy, i t 
shall have power to summon in said t r ibe and make the same a p a r t y 
to t he suit and proceed therein in all respec ts as if such t r ibe were an 
original pa r ty there to ; b u t in no case shall suit be ins t i tu ted aga ins t 
t he tr ibal government wi thout i ts consent. 

I t is f u r t he r agreed t h a t no act, ordinance, or resolution of t h e coun-
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eil of ei ther t he Choctaw or Chickasaw tr ibes, in any manner affecting 
the land of the tribe, or of the individuals , a f te r al lotment, or the 
moneys or other proper ty of the tr ibe or citizens thereof (except appro-
pr ia t ions for t he regular and necessary expenses of t he government of 
the respective tribes), or t he r igh ts of any persons to employ any kind 
of labor, or the r igh t s of any persons who have t aken or may take the 
oath of allegiance to t he Uni ted States , shall be of any validi ty until 
approved by the P res iden t of t he Uni ted Sta tes . W h e n such acts 
ordinances, or resolutions passed by the council of ei ther of said tr ibes 
shall be approved by the governor thereof, then it shall be t h e du ty of 
t he nat ional secretary of said t r ibe to forward them to the Pres ident 
of the Uni ted States , duly certified and sealed, who shall, within th i r ty 
days a f te r their reception, approve or d isapprove the same. Said acts 
ordinances, or resolutions, when so approved, shall be published in a t 
least two newspapers hav ing a bona fide circulation in t he t r ibe to be 
affected thereby, and when disapproved shall be r e tu rned to the tr ibe 
enact ing the same. 

I t is fu r the r agreed, in view of the modification of legislat ive au thor i ty 
and judic ia l jur isdict ion herein provided, and t h e necessi ty of the con-
t inuance of the t r ibal governments so modified, in order" to carry out 
t he requi rements of th i s agreement , t ha t the same shall continue for 
the period ot e ight years f rom the four th day of March, eighteen hun-
dred and ninety-eight . This s t ipulat ion is made in the belief t h a t the 
t r ibal governments so modified will prove so sa t is factory t h a t there will 
be no need or desire for f u r t h e r change till the l auds now occupied by 
the F ive Civilized Tribes shall, in t he opinion of Congress, be prepared 
for admission as a S t a t e to the Union. B u t th is provision shall not be 
construed to be in any respect an abdicat ion by Congress of power at 
any t ime to make needful ru les and regulat ions respect ing said tr ibes. 

That all per capi ta paymen t s he rea f te r made to the members of the 
Choctaw or Chickasaw nat ions shall be paid directly to each individual 
member by a bonded officer of t h e Uni t ed States , under the direction 
ot the Secretary of t he In ter ior , which officer shall be requi red to give 
s tr ict account for such d isbursements to said Secretary. 

T h a t the following sum be, and is hereby, appropr ia ted , out of any 
money 111 the Treasury not otherwise appropr ia ted, for fulfi l l ing t r ea ty 
s t ipula t ions wi th the Chickasaw Nat ion of Indians, name ly : 

For a r rears of interest , a t five per centum per annum, from Decem-
ber thir ty-first , e ighteen hundred and for ty , to J u n e th i r t ie th , eighteen 
hundred and eighty-nine, on one hundred and eighty-four thousand 
one hundred and for ty- three dollars and nine cents of t he t r u s t fund of 
t h e Chickasaw Nation erroneously dropped from the books of t he 
United S ta tes prior to December thir ty-f irst , e ighteen hundred and 
jorty, and restored December twenty-seventh , e ighteen hundred and 
eighty-seven, by the award of t h e Secretary of the Inter ior , under t he 
tourtfi art icle of t he t r ea ty of J u n e twenty-second, e ighteen hundred 
a n a ntty-two, and for a r r ea r s of in te res t a t five per centum per annum, 
irom March eleventh, e ighteen hundred and fifty, to March th i rd , 
eighteen hundred and ninety , on fifty-six thousand and twen ty one 
uonars and forty-nine cents of t h e t r u s t fund of the Chickasaw Nat ion 
enoneous ly dropped from the books of the Uni ted S ta tes March 
s p v ^ i i ' ® ' f l l t e e n hund red a n d fifty, and restored December twenty-
TPtsSi T U h u T l d r e d a n d eighty-seven, by the award of t he Sec-
t Z ^ i ! " 1 6 ? 1 1 ' U , l d e r t l , e f o u r t h a r t i c l e of t h e t r e a t y of J u n e 
I T X t f t T ^ e i I h t e , e n h a n d r e d a * d fifty-two, five hundred and fifty-
t o b e v i Z T T t h u n d r e d and twen ty dollars and fifty-four cents, 
to be placed to t he credit of the Chickasaw Nat ion with the fund to 
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w h i c h i t properly belongs: Provided, T h a t if there be any a t torneys ' 
fees to be paid out of same, on cont rac t heretofore made and duly 
approved by t h e Secretary of the Inter ior , t h e same is authorized to 
be paid by him. 

I t is fu r the r agreed t h a t the final decision of the courts of the Un i t ed 
States in the case of t he Choctaw Nat ion and the Chickasaw Nat ion 
against t h e Uni ted S ta tes and the Wich i t a and affiliated b a n d s of 
Indians, now pending, when made, shall be conclusive as the bas is of 
settlement as between the Uni ted Sta tes and said Choctaw and Chicka-
saw nations for the remaining lands in wha t is known as the " L e a s e d 
District," namely, the land lying between the ninety-eighth and one 
hundredth degrees of west longitude and between t h e l ied and Cana-
dian rivers, leased to t he Uni ted Sta tes by the t r ea ty of eighteen hun-
dred and fifty-five, except t h a t portion called the Cheyenne and Arap-
ahoe country, heretofore acquired by the Uni ted States , and all final 
judgments rendered aga ins t said nat ions in any of t h e courts of t he 
United Sta tes in favor of the United S ta tes or any citizen thereof shall 
first be paid out of any sum hereaf te r found due said Ind i ans for any 
interest they may have in t he so-called leased dis tr ic t . 

I t is fu r the r agreed t h a t all of t he f u n d s invested, in lieu of invest-
ment, t r ea ty funds , or otherwise, now held by the Uni ted S ta tes in 
t rust for the Choctaw and Chickasaw tr ibes, shall be capitalized within 
one year a f te r t h e t r ibal governments shall cease, so fa r as the same 
may legally be done, and be appropr ia ted and paid, by some officer of 
the United S ta tes appointed for t he purpose, to the Choctaws and 
Chickasaws (freedmen excepted) per capi ta , to aid and assist them in 
improving their homes and lands . 

I t is fu r the r agreed tha t the Choctaws and Chickasaws, when their 
tribal governments cease, shall become possessed of all t h e r igh t s and 
privileges of cit izens of the Uni ted States . 

O R P H A N LANDS. 
I t is fu r the r agreed t h a t the Choctaw orphan lands in t h e S ta t e of 

Mississippi, yet unsold, shall be t aken by t h e Uni ted S ta t e s a t one dol-
lar and twenty-five cents ($1.25) per acre, and t h e proceeds placed to 
the credit of the Choctaw orphan fund in t h e Treasury of t h e Uni ted 
States, the number of acres to be determined by t h e Genera l Land Office. 

In witness whereof t he said commissioners do hereunto affix their 
names a t Atoka , Indian Terr i tory, th is t h e twenty- th i rd day of Apri l , 
eighteen hundred and ninety-seven. 

G R E E N MCCTJRTAIN, 
Princ ipa l Chief. 

J . S . S T A N D L E Y , 
N . B . A I N S W O R T H , 
B E N H A M P T O N , 
W E S L E Y A N D E R S O N , 
A M O S H E N R Y , 
D . C . G A R L A N D , 

Choctaw Commission. 
F R A N K C . A R M S T R O N G , 

A c t i n g Chai rman. 
A R C H I B A L D S . M O K E N N O N , 
T H O M A S B . CABANISS, 
A L E X A N D E R B . M O N T G O M E R Y , 

Commission to t he F ive Civilized Tribes. 
H . M . J A C O W A Y , J r . , 
Secretary, F ive Tribes Commission. 

R . M . H A R R I S , 
Governor. 

I S A A C O . L E W I S , 
H O L M E S C O L B E R T , 
R O B E R T L . M U R R A Y , 
W I L L I A M P E R R Y , 
R . L . B O Y D , 

Chickasaw Commission. 
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^M-0' ; " , i a t t h e agreement made, by the Commission to the FiVP 
Civilized Tribes with the commission represent ing the Mnscoeee or 
Greek) t r ibe of Ind ians on the twenty-seventh day of September e i X 
een hundred and ninety-seven, as herein amended, is hereby ratifWl 
and confirmed, and the same shall be of full force and effect if ratified 
before the first day of December, eighteen hundred and niuetv-ei«hf 
by a major i ty of the votes cast by the members of said t r ibe at an elec' 
tion to be held for t h a t purpose ; and the execut ive of said tribe is 
authorized and directed to make public proclamation t h a t said apree 
ment shall be voted on a t t h e next general election, to be called by such 
executive for t he purpose of vot ing on said agreement : and if said 
agreement as amended be so ratified, the provisions of this A c t shall 
then only apply to said t r ibe where the same do no t conflict with the 
provisions of said agreement ; b u t the provisions of said agreement if 
so ratified, shall not in any manner affect the provisions of section four-
teen of th is Act , which said amended agreement is as follows: 

This agreement , by and between the Government of the United States 
of the first pa r t , en tered into in i t s behalf by the Commission to the 
h i v e Civilized Tribes, Hen ry L. Dawes, F r a n k C .Armst rong , Archibald 
b. McKennon, A lexande r P>. Montgomery, and Tarns Bixby, duly 
appointed and author ized thereunto , and the government of the Mus-
cogee or Creek Nation in t he Ind ian Terr i tory of t he second part , 
entered into in behalf of such Muscogee or Creek government, by its 
commission, duly appointed and authorized thereunto , viz, Pleasant 
Por te r , Joseph Mingo, D a v i d N. Hodge, George A. Alexander , Roland 
Brown, Will iam A . Sapulpa , and Conchar t ie Miceo, W ltnessetli , T h a t in consideration of t he mu tua l under t ak ings herein contained, i t is agreed as follows: 

G E N E R A L ALLOTMENT OF LAND. 
1. There shall be al lot ted out of the lands owned by the Muscogee or 

Greek Ind i ans in t he Ind ian Terr i tory to each citizen of said nation one 
h u n d r e d and s ix ty acres of land. E a c h citizen shall have the r ight , so 
f a r as possible, to t ake his one hundred and s ixty acres so as to include 
the improvements which belong to him, bu t such improvements shall 
not be es t imated m the va lue fixed 011 his al lotment, provided any 
citizen may t a k e any laud not a l ready selected by ano the r ; but if such 
land, under actual cul t ivat ion, has 011 it any lawful improvements , he 
shall pay the owner of said improvements for same, t he value to be 
fixed by the commission appra i s ing the land. In t he case of a minor 
child, a l lotment shall be selected for him by his fa ther , mother , guard-
ian, or the admin is t ra to r hav ing charge of his es ta te , preference being-
given m the order named, and shall not be sold dur ing his minority. 
Al lo tments shall be selected for prisoners, convicts, and incompetents 
by some sui table person akin to them, and due care si)all be t aken tha t 
all persons ent i t led there to shall have al lotments made to them. 

2. E a c h al lotment shall be appra ised a t wha t would be i ts present 
value, if unimproved, consider ing the fer t i l i ty of t he soil and i ts loca-
tion, bu t excluding the improvements , and each allottee shall be charged 
with the value of his a l lo tment 111 the f u t u r e dis t r ibut ion of any funds 
of the nation ar is ing from any source whatever , so t h a t each m e m b e r 
of the nat ion shall be made equal in the dis t r ibut ion of the lands and 
moneys belonging to t he nation, provided t h a t the minimum valuation 
to be placed upon any land in t he said nat ion shall be one dollar and 
twenty-five cents ($1.25) per acre. 
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3 In the appraisement of the said allotment, said nat ion may have a 
representa t ive to cooperate with a commission, or a Uni ted Sta tes officer, 
des ignated by the P res iden t of the Uni ted Sta tes , to make the appraise-
ment. Appra isements and al lotments shall be made under the direc-
tion of the Secretary of the Inter ior , and begin as soon as an authent i -
cated roll of the citizens of the said nat ion has been made . All citizens 
of said nation, from and af ter t he passage of th is Act, shall be ent i t led 
to select from the lands of said nation an amount equal to one hundred 
and sixty acres, and use and occupy the same unt i l the a l lo tments 
therein provided are made, 

4. All controversies arising between the members of said nat ion as 
to their r ights to have certain lands al lotted to them shall be set t led by 
the commission making allotments. 

5. The United S ta tes shall pu t each allottee in unres t r ic ted posses-
sion of his allotment ami remove theref rom all persons objectionable to 
the allottee. 

6. The excess of lands af te r al lotment is completed, all f u n d s der ived 
from town sites, and all other f u n d s accruing under t he provisions of 
this agreement shall be used for the purpose of equalizing al lotments, 
valued as herein provided, and if the same be found insufficient for such 
purpose, the deficiency shall be supplied f rom other f u n d s of the nat ion 
upon dissolution of i ts t r iba l re lat ions with the Un i t ed States , in accord-
ance with the purposes and in ten t of th is agreement . 

7. The residue of t he lands, with t he improvements thereon, if any 
there be, shall be appraised separate ly , under t h e direction of the Sec-
retary of the Interior , and said lands ancl improvements sold in t r a c t s 
of not to exceed one hundred and s ixty acres to one person, to t he 
highest bidder, a t publ ic auction, for not less t h a n the appra ised value per 
acre of land; and a f te r deduc t ing the appra ised value of the lauds, t h e 
remainder of the pu rchase money shall be pa id to the owners of t he 
improvement. 

Patents to all l ands sold shall be issued in t he same manner as to 
allottees. 

SPECIAL ALLOTMENTS. 
10. There shall be al lot ted and pa ten ted one h u n d r e d and sixty acres 

each to Mrs. A. E . W . Rober tson and Mrs. H . F . Buckner (nee Gray-
son) as special recognition of their services as missionaries among t h e 
people of the Creek Nation. 

11. Harrel l Ins t i tu te , H e n r y Kendal l College, and Nazare th Insti-
tute, in Muscogee, and Bapt is t Univers i ty , near Muscogee, shall have 
free of charge, to be al lotted and pa ten ted to said ins t i tu t ions or to t he 
churches to which they belong, the g rounds they now occupy, to b e 
used for school purposes only and not to exceed ten acres each. 

R E S E R V A T I O N S . 
12. The following lands shall be reserved from the genera l a l lotment 

hereinbefore provided: 
All lands here inaf ter set a p a r t for town si tes; all l ands which shall 

oe selected for town cemeteries by the town-site commission as herein-
after provided; all lauds t h a t may be occupied a t t he t ime a l lo tment 
begins by rai lroad companies duly author ized by Congress as ra i l road 

r ! g h t s o.f way; one hundred sixty acres a t Okmulgee, to be laid off as 
a town, one acre of which, now occupied b y t h e capitol building, be ing 
especially reserved for said public building; one acre for each church 
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now located and used for purposes of worship outside of the towns and 
sufficient land for burial purposes, where neighborhood burial 4 o u n t k 
are now located; one hundred sixty acres each, to include, the b u d d W 
sites now occupied for t h e following educational ins t i tu t ions : S 
High School, W e a l a k a Mission, New Y a k a Mission, We tumpka S 
Euchee Ins t i tu te , Coweta Mission, Creek Orphan Home, Tallahassee 
Mission (colored), Pecan Creek Mission (colored), and Colored O r n E 
Home. Also four acres each for the six court-houses now established 

T I T L E S . 
13. A s soon as prac t icable a f t e r t he completion of said allotments 

t h e pr incipal chief of t he Muscogee or Creek Nation shall execute 
under his hand and the seal of said nation, and deliver to each of said 
allottees, a pa ten t , conveying to him all the r ight , title, and interest of 
t he said nation m and to t he land which shall have been allotted to him 
m conformity with the requi rements of this agreement . Said patents 
shall be f ramed m accordance with the provisions of th is agreement 
and shall embrace t h e laud allotted to such pa ten tee and no other land 
I h e acceptance of his pa t en t by such al lottee shall be operative as an 
assent on his p a r t to t he al lotment and conveyance of all the land of 
the said nat ion in accordance with the provisions of th is agreement, 
and as a re l inquishment of all his r ights , t i t le, and interes t in and to 
any and all p a r t s thereof , except the land embraced in said patent; 
except also, his in te res t in t he proceeds of all lands herein excepted 
from al lotment . 

14. The Uni ted S ta t e s shall provide by law for proper record of land t i t les in t he ter r i tory occupied by the said nat ion. 
TOWN SITES. 

15. There shall be appoin ted a commission, which shall consist of 
one member appointed by t h e executive of t h e Muscogee or Creek 
Nat ion, who shall no t be in te res ted in town proper ty other than liis 
home, and one member who shal l be appointed by the Pres ident of tlie 
un i t ed Sta tes . Said commission shall lay out town sites, to be restricted 
as fa r as possible to their present limits, where towns are now located. 
Ao town laid out and p la t t ed by said commission shall cover more than 
four square miles of ter r i tory . 

16. When said towns are laid out, each lot on which substant ia l and 
va luable improvements have been made shall be valued by the commis-
sion a t the price a fee-simple t i t le to t he same would b r ing in the mar-
ke t a t the t ime the va lua t ion is made, bu t not to include in such value 
the^improvements thereon. 

17. In appra is ing t h e value of town lots, the number of inhab i tants , 
t he location and sur rounding advan tages of the town shall be considered. 

18. The owner of t he improvements on any lot shall have the right 
to buy the same a t fifty per centum of the vaiue within sixty days from 
the da te of notice served on him t h a t such lot is for sale, and if he. pur-
chase the same lie shall, within ten days from his purchase, pay into 
the Treasury of t he U n i t e d S ta tes one-fourth of the p u r c h a s e price and 
the balance in th ree equal annual payments , and when the entire sum is 
pa id he shal l be ent i t led to a p a t e n t for the same, to be made as herein 
provided for pa t en t s to allottees. 

19. In any case where the two members of t he commission fail to 
agree as to the value of any lot they shall select a th i rd person, who 
shall be a citizen of said nation and who is not in teres ted in town lots, 
who shall ac t with them to de termine said value. 
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Ô If the owner of the improvements on any lot fail within s ixty 
days'to purchase and make t h e first p a y m e n t on the same, such lot, 
with the improvements thereon (said lot and the improvements thereon 
having been theretofore proper ly appraised) , shall be sold a t publ ic 
auction to the highest bidder, under t h e direction of said commission, 
at a price not less t h a n the value of the lot and improvements , and the 
purchaser a t such sale shall pay to the owner of t he improvements the 
price for which said lot and the improvements thereon shall be sold, less 
fifty P e r centum of the said appra ised value of t he lot, and shall pay 
fifty per centum of said appraised value of t he lot into t he Uni t ed 
States Treasury, under regula t ions to be establ ished by the Secre ta ry 
of the Interior, in four ins ta l lments , as hereinbefore provided. Said 
commission shall have the r igh t to reject a bid on any lot and the 
improvements thereon which it may consider below t h e real value. 

21. All lots not hav ing improvements thereon and not so appra ised 
shall be sold by the commission from time to t ime a t publ ic auction, 
after proper advert isement, as may seem for t h e bes t in te res t of the 
said nation and the proper development of each town, t h e purchase 
price to be paid in four ins ta l lments , as hereinbefore provided for 
improved lots. 

22. All citizens or persons who h a v e purchased the r igh t of occu-
pancy from part ies in legal possession prior to t he da te of s igning th is 
agreement, holding lots or t r ac t s of ground in towns, shall have the 
first r ight to purchase said lots or t r ac t s upon t h e same te rms and con-
ditions as is provided for improved lots, provided said lots or t r ac t s 
shall have been theretofore proper ly appra ised , as hereinbefore pro-
vided for improved lots. 23. Said commission shall have the r i gh t to reject any bid for such lots or t rac ts which is considered by said commission below the fair value of the same. 

2!. Failure to make any one of t h e paymen t s as heretofore provided 
for a period of sixty days shall work a forfei ture of all paymen t s made 
and all r ights under the con t rac t ; provided t h a t the purchaser of any 
lot may pay full price before the same is due. 

No tax shall be assessed by any town government aga ins t any 
town lot unsold by the commission, and no t a x levied aga ins t a lot sold 
as herein provided shall const i tu te a lien on the same unt i l t he purchase 
P rJ>r 6 ^ e r e o f h a s been fully paid. 
f p ' . l a w o r ordinance shall be passed by any town which inter-
eres with the enforcement of or is in conflict with' t h e const i tut ion or 
8 ws ot the United States , or in conflct wi th th is agreement , and all 

persons in such towns shall be subject to such laws, 
a s \ 7 f c ? m m i s s i o n shall be authorized to locate a cemetery wi thin 
an 1 ? d i s t a n c e from each town site, not to exceed twen ty acres ; 
for t l i ! ' a n y t o w n s b a 1 1 h a v e P a i d i n t 0 t h e Uni ted Sta tes Treasury 
tow i b e n e f i t of the said nat ion ten dol lars per acre therefor , such 
title 1 , 0 e n t i t l e d to a p a t e n t for t he same, as herein provided for 
S u i t 8 t 0 allottees, and shall dispose of same a t reasonable prices in 
annl l i 1 ' 0 r bur ia l purposes ; the proceeds der ived therefrom to be 

11 led by the town government to the proper improvement and care 
cemetery. 

^ " f j ' charge or claim shall be made a g a i n s t the Muscogee or Creek 
the i ° J i t l i e Uni ted Sta tes for t he expenses of surveying and p la t t ing 
lam] 8 , 1 1 ' ? a n d t o w u s i t e ' o r f o r j a d i n g , appra is ing and a l lo t t ing the 

' V °TI ^ ' r a i s i n g and disposing of the town lots as herein provided, 
sale 'in t f r e S l l a 1 1 b e s e t apa r t and exempted from appra isement a n d 

j n the towns, lots upon which churches and parsonages are now 
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built and occupied, not to exceed fifty feet f ront and one l iundred and 
fifty feet deep for each church and parsonage. Such lots shall be used 
onlv for churches and parsonages, and when they cease to be so used, 
shall rever t to the members of the nation, to be disposed of as other 
t O 3 0 Said commission shall have prepared correct and proper pla ts of 
each town, and file one in t h e clerk's office of t he Uni ted States dis-
t r i c t c o u r t f o r t he district in which the town is located one with the 
executive of the nation, and one with the Secretary of the Interior, to 
be approved by him before the same shall t ake effect. 

31 A set t lement number ing a t least three hundred inhabi tants , liv-
ing within a radius of one-half mile at the t ime of t he signing of this 
agreement, shall const i tute a town within the meaning of this agree-
ment . Congress may by law provide for the government of the said 
towns. 

CLAIMS. 

32. All claims, of whatever na ture , including the; 
Claim" made under article 4 of the t rea ty of 186b and the Self Emi-
gration Claim," under art icle 12 of the t rea ty of 1832, which the Mus-
cogee or Creek Nation, or individuals thereof, may h a v e against tne 
Uni ted States, or any claim which the Uni ted S ta tes m a y h a v e agamst 
the said nation, shall be submit ted to the Senate of the United States 
as a board of a rb i t ra t ion; and all such claims aga ins t the Umted b U t e s 
shall be presented within one year from the da te hereof, and within two 
years from the da te hereof the Senate of t he Uni ted Sta tes shad make 
final determinat ion of said claim; and in the event t h a t any moneys 
are awarded to the Muscogee or Creek Nation, or mdividuals thereoi, 
by the United States , provision shall be made for the immediate pay-
ment of the same by the Uni ted Sta tes . 

J U R I S D I C T I O N O F C O U R T S . 

33. The Uni ted S ta tes courts now existing, or t h a t m a y hereaf ter be 
created in the Ind ian Terr i tory, shall have e x c l u s i v e jurisdict ion or an 
controversies growing out of the title, ownership, occupation or use o 
real es ta te in the ter r i tory occupied by the Muscogee or Creek Ration 
and to t ry all persons charged with homicide, embezzlement, brioery 
and embracery hereaf ter committed in the ter r i tory of said Nation, 
without reference to race or citizenship of the person or perwju 
charged with any such crime; and any citizen or officer of saia nauu 
charged with any such crime shall be tr ied and, if convicted, P u n S J 1 ^ 
as though he were a citizen or officer of the Uni ted S ta tes ; ana u w 
courts of said nation shall retain all the jurisdict ion whicli tney imv 
have, except as herein t ransferred to the courts of t he Uni ted totatcb. 

E N A C T M E N T S OE N A T I O N A L COUNCIL. 
34. No act, ordinance, or resolution of the council of t h e M u s c o g e e or Creek Nation in any manner affecting the land of the nation, oi « individuals, af ter allotment, or the moneys or other proper ty oi nation, or citizens thereof (except a p p r o p r i a t i o n s for the regular a n necessary expenses of the government of the said nation), or tiie of any person to employ any kind of labor, or t he r igh t s of any perhouo who have taken or may take the oath of allegiance to the U ni ted BTAIEB, shall be of any validity unt i l approved by the Pres iden t of the Uni te" States. W h e n such act, ordinance, or resolution passed by t h e council 

of said nation shall be approved by the executive thereof, it shall then 
be the duty of the nat ional secretary of said nation to forward same to 
the Pres ident of the Uni ted States , duly certified and sealed, who shall, 
within th i r ty clays af ter receipt thereof, approve or disapprove the 

, saine, and said act, ordinance, or resolution, when so approved, shall be 
' published in a t least two newspapers having a bona fide circulation 
throughout the terr i tory occupied by said nation, and when disap-
proved shall be re turned to the executive of said nation. 

M I S C E L L A N E O U S . 
35. Neither the town lots nor the allotment of land of any citizen of 

the Muscogee or Creek Nation shall be subjected to any debt contracted 
by him prior to the da te of his pa tent . 

36. All payments herein provided for shall be made, under the direc-
tion of the Secretary of the Interior , into the Uni ted Sta tes Treasury, 
and shall be for the benefit of the citizens of the Muscogee or Creek 
Nation. All payments hereaf ter to be made to the members of the said 
nation shall be paid directly to each individual member by a bonded 
officer of the Uni ted States , under the direction of t he Secretary of the 
Interior, which officer shall be required to give s tr ic t account for such 
disbursements to t h e Secretary. 

37. The Uni ted S ta tes agrees to maintain s tr ic t laws in the terr i tory 
of said nat ion aga ins t the introduction, sale, bar ter , or giving away of 
liquors and intoxicants of any kind or quali ty. 

38. All citizens of said nation, when t h e t r iba l government shall 
cease, shall become possessed of all the r igh t s and privileges of citizens 
of the Uni ted States . 

39. This agreement shall in no wise affect the provisions of exist ing 
treaties between the Muscogee or Creek Nat ion and the Uni ted States , 
except in so far as it is inconsistent therewith . 

In witness whereof, the said Commissioners do hereunto affix their 
names a t Muscogee, Indian Terr i tory, this the twenty-seventh day of 
September, eighteen hundred and ninety-seven. 

H E N R Y L . D A W E S , Chairman. 
T A M S B I X B Y , Act ing Chairman. 
F R A N K C . A R M S T R O N G , 
A R C H I B A L D S . M C K E N N O N , 
A . B . M O N T G O M E R Y , 

Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes. 
A L L I S O N L . A Y L E S W O R T H , Act ing Secretary. 
P L E A S A N T P O R T E R , Chairman. 
J O S E P H M I N G O , 
D A V I D M . H O D G E , 
G E O R G E A . A L E X A N D E R , 
B O L A N D (his x mark) B R O W N , 
W I L L I A M A . S A P U L P A , 
C O N C H A R T Y (his x mark) Micco , 

Muscogee or Creek Commission. 
J . H . L Y N C H , Secretary. O 




