
( 

Gov. 

: 

fchat . 

syv • 

or I j 

mar? 

pjfi* VHti"' 

Houth HoAlss tar j Xn&lflgi t - ' e r r i tory , Ju ly 103 3.901 

., Ind ian t e r r i t o r y . 

i drubbs* Sher i f f of ih\$ county, has n'0r$$& to us 

&he nm% o r $\ A. Bounds* repr<9S«ntiTit'? a 'JN*xas c a t t l o 

a a *! .:*"v :'0:*f'v. of ; .•»: a t w r k rwioti^ o,000 

*sti of thfl ••' " Lo do :-Av.: about t lei mi les sou th-

H : vr-f ""•.-; rci (;•• o l t i s o n by i n t e r -

* * owa, 

C$ t I/' 

*oul-

I . I 

••> \ o 

und<5£*s 

ppl Or: 

bo hoi 

10,000 

V;H >fl 1 4 .., f y v f 

t . I I ill .'.i. V < • J • ', '•.,. j '. : " ' » ' 

;V*T! t h a t (2 ©* ;.r r buvi: en 

-•-• . • •• • - j t i o n 

SO I; nrO ' "' .. \r, S$> 

' • of i» or sons on 

;•;• ] • •• ;propo:»-a 

i to43 I t ?fl%h about 

(I of oiittl^ ' i x 

We have today sent a s i m i l a r l e t t e r to Gov. Johns ton , and 

would be glad to have you adv ise us as to your wishes in the preraises 

Your f r i e n d s , 

.. ' vi- lnf : deeds to t h i s man Bounds; 



rr, 

'ftVO 

t ha t 

o r 5 

marri . , 

prevua i3 

rout-,.' 

ftridiau -s 

to pre• 

i mder a i 

Ohaet&ws, 

South MoAlecfc or, In<Ua?.i Territory, July 10, 1901, 

Jo! met 021, 

3 I:." Inn Territory. 

•'.• i grubbd* S/jeriiT o<: •:.;- i g county^ has repor ted to u s 

by y i n.es c of ?.. A. Eteimda, g^prtMMni&t'tf a Tc;;as eafctls 

ha$ L lay ; rorc© oi men a t \rorft fencing Sfc «*cri©: 50aOOO 

•/ 'out flic . - d l e a &4m&h»tt*vt 

•it ;frQ otlt3 cit \ ; ; tci ly : !.. .-r-

n/i»» and JnicVr̂  ?:far , i fciwaa 

• o r tho pub l i c "O 

- . ( tX f>Xo 

i ;i'.'"1- .'. *• • '"jr' $v#d coi 

fir© » 

' ' ; •' J • Stat* 

feh4? OhOOtfW. Cvit Lss 't- : r^, i; tf?r 

^•nBMIlt1 ' ' 

Secretary ol the Tjit^rtor, throur" thi 

SO t o t --y • action or tlw Xnd taii jH9*o<$ct0' 

public domain fro* bet ; • h#a [>&opl<9« Oi*.r 

i s that th$y ol&iw to be &et.t2 tor •• - 50 lfi/j :- I 

that they are buyin- out the cftafeis ol perfrtttia or. 

the lm&&3 and fcafclng AitMi to t.^ls Bound;*;; . that Ui^y ,. ~;. •(>"• to 

hold i t under v.i'jse KlftAiftiilippi Chf>ctaws3 rand ifccjcl r;. ;1 about 

10,000 h#ad of oattX**, 

'•\- havs today sent a u t e i l a r l e t t e r to (»-ov. Jfcikeat, and v-ou!d 

a fTlad to hap/a you ttdvisf us as to y#ur Kri^^jj in ttifl ^roml^es. 

Vour IVlend3, 

file:///rorft
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z South ItcAXester. Indian ^ r r i t o r y , July 22, 1901. 

JJiq bSiC-^r, "'r» X$aae '}» YOPSS 1$ directoii by no 

lay public doiuain by ?, A. Bouncia* 

and olJiorSj v.i. tfc a vim %0 acq^lrinf; &.)i$h ini'o relation oa wi l l en

able us vc t{&$ U*s necessary steps to 9 3^93$ th*» Ohoct&v/ -unci 

Chickasaw nations* axW 9%h& o t l l w i s , t>;eroi'roni. 

:;y^ctyul?.yP 

J)t-; fcawi. 



tf- 9$&th McAl es te r , India ',ri^r?n.ttory, July 87j 1901. 

Hon, G. •', Dukes, 

;• 13 * a, Indian Tearritor . 

Dear Governors 

STe are pleased to 0 repor t progress In the 

X. A. Bounds • . On Thursday we f i l ed a pe t i t i on for injunction 

against rouncl 3 ..aid assoc ia tes , "uie uppers and not ices were served 

Prid. 

ten i i 

at te r iel for prel.iia.inary hearing next Tuesday. 

• - ..••-,. : :, 'as 'rooted £ac] fill Is by £Cre to t d 

• st ;̂ :.; to stop the fencing. Jus idea was to "/ait unt 11 h4 

saw you before proceeding, but, rea l iz ing the exigencies of t.he 

s i tua t ion , and the necessity Tor tranediate act ion, we paid h i s ex-
-

penses and directed that he execute h i s orders at once* lio aril 
Ali" JCoOayi an India i polioeraan, went out yesterday, and ordered 

fenci:. done :j^m^m^*<m^m*RBRKB&fi3tK&ltiK& 
* •• ' 

maL' r e s t a s s u r e d t h a t we shal!3 iT tv i & ; • ' ;;?. ! 

and vigorous \ io:., and report ;, repress tc . • • 
T*' •:',/ resp< tot f *.*] l / , 

Dictated. 

. -s* • , 



6 
South KeAlest er, Indian Territory's Ju ly 31 , 1901 

Gov. P. H.. Johnston, 

3%net, Indian Terr i tory . 

Dear Governor: 

We have today forwarded a bond. %o Governor Dukes, which 

was required by the court upon the grant tog of the injunction in 

the Bounds case, which was granted on yesterday. We have asked 

Gov. :oufces Id sign i t and mail i t Oc you, so that you nay si^n I t 

at 930ei and ret-irn i t to us. 

Stimply sign your n-itie, leaving o;-:T your o f f i c ia l sit!??. 

!N think we wil l have no trouble in stopping the H i s s i s a i -

ppi Choctaw mov^rnt so f a r as Bounds i s concerned. 

Tour fr iends, 

Dictated. 

mmmmmmmm ' 
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-.•̂:-V •• .̂ •-:,«̂ ii- '•• 

7 
V^.v. 

South MeAlester, Indian Terr i tory , $ji&'ust 1, 1901. 
•V •' 

Demission to Five c iv i l i zed Tribes, 

Muskogee, Indian Ter r i to ry . 

Dear IHlW 

In the hearing of the case of the Choctaw and Chickasaw 

nat ions against ?. A, Bounds, e t a l j pending in the United States 

Court for the cent ra l D i s t r i c t of the Indian Terr i tory , at South 

MCAJ ^31 orj there in the Choctaw and Chickasaw ITations seek to enjoin 

T. A. Bonndaj and o thers , from T^noln^ a large area of lard ill the 

Oho Cta ; '.'::.tion9 and or powers of attorney frow a l l i e d Mississ ippi 

Choc iawsp the question urate as to the present s ta tus of al leged 

Miss iss ippi Choctaws, under the law, and as r ^ s r r l s the adminis

t r a t i on of fc*ie law by the Dawaa Connies ion. 

The temporary injunction prayed for by the .Rations 

wâ j granted^ and a iu r the r hearing of the cause postponed u n t i l 

| ift1 %$B$ aa the court could be advised by the Pawes Commission of 

the s ta tus of Xiss l ss ipp i Choc taws. 

As we understand i t , no person has been * ident i f ied" by 

the Dawes Coi-mission; that only applicat.ions have been received for 

" iden t i f i ca t ion" ; that the schedule o t persons made bi? Corni s s loner 

McKenaon in Mississippi in 1899, was neY^r approved by the Secretary 

of tbl I n t e r i o r , and has bmn withdrawn; and that at a l a t e r date , 

tron the appl ica t ions that htS&e }y®m f i l ed , and are now beirif; f i l ed , 

and the information and testimony taken in connection therewith, the 



CO %*** 

gOi1£F f 

' 

l £ t " 
JK«A* 

Cooruissior wi l l " ident ify" such persons who have made app l ica t ion , 

as , to lira Judsnent, are e n t i t l e d fco * ident i f ica t ion ' 1 , ftlMl I r an M i l 

such i.is.t or iden t i f ica t ion to t he secretary oft /he In ter iors as 

destined by the i«r , 

ft was sun-rested by judge Clayton that i t w i l d no t be 

necessary to r e so r t to the subpoona duces tecum for th is info relation; 

and tha t , e i ther a statement from a rae»ber of the Co?^vLisston3 or 

the Secretary! over h i s o f f ic ia l s ignature, */ouid pe s-'.fficient. 

We W?lt.e %Q asfc, the*© fore, that such a statement he nade 

and sent us :>for the purpose s i ^ e s t - d . 

17 A r*T-f M | *ta » f l t f l l 1 1 y » 

Dictated, 
• 
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NORTHERN DISTRICT OF INDIAN TERRITORY. 

Vijfrita, ! • * . , November 8 1901 . 

j/fessrs* Mansfieldi McMurray & Cornlsh | 

South McA"! es 6er, I . T . 

(jent I eraen: ~~ 

I enclose herewith a l e t t e r from Hon. W. C. P e r r y , 

(general At to rney o r the A. & c. Railway Company, concerning 

a man by the name of T.A.Bond fencing up a l o t of land some 

d i s t a n c e ea s t of Kiowa* I presume you are thoroughly acquainted 

with t h i s case and I would app rec i a t e very much your cour tesy 

i n adv i s ing me what the f a c t s a re and anything of i n t e r e s t t h e r e i n 

in o rde r t h a t I may forward i t to Mr« P e r r y . 

Kindly also r e t u r n h i s l e t t e r to me* 

I unders tand t :iat the Cftoctaws and Ghickasaws wi l l be 

a t Muskogee nex t Monday and I wai t to take up the ma t t e r 

with Mr. Cornish that 1 spoke to ^our Mr. Mansfield about and would 

to .know i f i t would b*s agreeable to do the same some evening 

next weekf and of course Governor Johnson w i l l be t h e r e . 

B e s p e c t £ u U y , 

Enc. 
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South McAlester , Indian T e r r i t o r y , July 24, 1901. 

Mess. Mansf ie ld , Mclfurray & Cornish, 

South McAlester , Ind ian T e r r i t o r y . 

Dear S i r s : 

Comply i n s wi th the d i r e c t i o n s contained in your l e t t e r 

of July 22, I have made a d e t a i l e d i n v e s t i g a t i o n of t h e fencing 

ope ra t ions of I . A. Bounds, about f i f t e e n mi les south-west of 

South McAlester , and have t o submit the fol lowing r e p o r t : 

So f a r as I have been a b l e to l e a r n , T. A. Bounds, of 

Cors icana , Texas, i s the only person i n t e r e s t e d in the e n t e r p r i s e , 

and i t i s unders tood t h a t he has expended, and w i l l expend, 

appro x imate ly $20,000.00. He proposes to fence, and i s fenc ing, . 

something over ten thousand, (10 ,000) , a c r e s . Up t o t h i s time 

pos t s have been se t around nea r ly the whole of t h i s a rea ; the 

s t r e t c h i n g of wire was begun yes t e rday , Ju ly 25, and a t the c l o s e of 

the day they had s t r e t c h e d th ree wires over about a mi l e , a long the 

e a s t s i de of the proposed enc losure , beginning a t the nor th -wes t 

corner . The statement of t he man in charge was t h a t the 

s t r e t c h i n g of wire would proceed as r a p i d l y as p o s s i b l e . Three 

hundred spools of barbed wire has been shipped to Kiowa, from which 

point i t i s being taken to the a rea of land proposed to be fenced. 

uy". , _ Crosby and two sons of T. A. Bounds, a r e on the ground 

and have Immediate con t ro l of the work. They have about f i f t e e n me-n. 

employed, d iv ided i n t o two gangs. Al l these men except Crosby and the 

two sons of Bounds, a r e negroes , who were brought from Texas f o r 

t h i s purpose . Bounds lias purchased .small claims from one or two 

c i t i z e n s . The claims purchased do not exceed e igh ty (8) a c r e s . 

The balance of the land proposed to be fenced i s on the p u b l i c 

domain of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nat ions . 
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Bounds and everyone connected with him are c i t i zens of 

the United s t a t e s , and c i t izens and res idents of Texas. Bounds and 

his assoc ia tes hare included within t h e i r in closure two sect ions 

of land purchased by W. d. Holleman, a recognized c i t i zen of the 

Choctaw nat ion, the same having been purchased by him for a valuable 

consideration from Santo Parranto, another recognized c i t i z e n of the 

Choctaw xiation, and held by him in good fai th as a par t of h i s 

prospective allotments for himself and family; the lands of Holle-

man included within t h e inclosure are in sections 16 and 21, 

Township 4 North, Range 13 East. Bounds and his associa tes 

have also included within the proposed inclosure the lands claimed 

in good f a i t h by Walter (xoacher, a recognized c i t i zen of the Choctaw 

Hat ion, such lands being in sections 28 and 33, same township and 

range. 

The proposed inclosure a lso in te r fe res with the prospective 

allotment of Solomon H. Mackey, a recognized c i t i z en of the Choctaw 

Nation; and also the allotment of J. B. Bourland, a recognized 

c i t i z e n of the Chickasaw Nation; the proposed inclosure a lso 

in te r fe res with the allotment of Sam Colbert, a recognized c i t i z e n 

of the Cho ctaw na t ion . The proposed inclosure also included 

the house, farm and improvements of Prank Holloway, a recognized c i t i 

zen of the Choct aw Nation, the same being two allotments in 

Section 17, and surrounding sec t ions . 

There i s also included within the proposed inclosure 

lands held by Mrs. H. B. Sloan as a c i t i zen of the Choctaw nat ion, 

the same being in Ejections 17, 20 and 29, same township and range. 

The associa tes of Bounds s t a t e that i t i s h i s purpose to 

stock th i s inclosure with c a t t l e , and t h a t he proposes to buy some 

native c a t t l e , and ship in from the State of Texas, the c a t t l e now 
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owned there by Bounds. I t is understood to be t h e i r purpose to 

put within th i s inclosure about three thousand, (3000), head of 

c a t t l e . Bounds and his associates s ta te that he, (Bounds), has 

acquired powers of a t torney from some three hundred and t h i r t y 

four, (334), alleged Mis si ssippi Cho ct aw Indians, who reside in 

the State of Miss iss ippi , and who have never removed to the Indian 

Ter r i to ry . 

Bo Tin ds and h i s associa tes s ta te t h at th e y ha ve t he 

machinery purchased, and that i t has now been shipped to Kiowa, 

with which to put up hay, and tha t operations in putt ing up hay 

wi l l begin within a few days, and tha t i t is t?ieir purpose to cut 

from these lands and put up from two hundred to five hundred tons 

of hay. 

The c i t izens of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations having 

t h e i r a l lotments within t h i s proposed inclosure, and in terfered 

with by i t , feel sorely aggreived at the attempt of these people 

to take forcible possession of t h e i r lands, and the lands of the 

public domain of the Choctaw and Chickasaw nat ions ; and a re anxious 

that measures be i n s t i t u t ed at once, wherever proper, for t he i r 

r e l i e f . 

The rough p la t hereto attached shows the area of land 

proposed to be enclosed by these people. 

Very r espec t fu l ly , 
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GKORGKAJVUNSFIKUX , w ftFirrrFq O F & 8 ! ™ R A 1 oorowiw. FOK 
J.F.McMURNAY. J ^ w u u i - L D U f THR CHOCTAW NATION 

M ™ C , ™ , MANSFIELD.MCMURRAY & CORNISH. 

South McAlester, Indian Terr i tory , July 22, 1901. 

Mr. Isaac Yoes, 

C i t y . 

Dear Si r : 

We have to request that you make an invest igat ion of 

what i s being done by T. A. Bounds, and others , in fencing the 

public domain of the Choctaw Nation near Stuar t , Indian Terr i tory . 

Get a l l information obtainable as to the following: 

The names of a l l persons in teres ted in the en te rp r i se , 

and where they l i ve ; the approximate area of country they propose 

to fence; what they have done up to t h i s time; i f posts have 

been se t , to what extent, and where; i f wire has been s t re tched, 

the same; if no wire has yet been stretched, when they propose 

to begin; if wire has been shipped in to the Choctaw Nation for 

th i s purpose, to what point , and how much; what they have done 

and proi^ose to do as regards al lotments and improvements of c i t i zens 

in that v i c i n i t y ; the names of c i t i zens whose allotments and im

provements have been interfered with by these people, both con t i 

guous to and included in the i r proposed enclosure; what these 

people propose to do in the way of stocking the proposed enclosure 

with c a t t l e , or other stock; how they claim to be en t i t l ed t o take 

possession of th i s area of land by fencing, or otherwise; i f 

through Choctaw c i t i z e n s , give the names of such c i t i z e n s , if 

poss ible ; if through alleged Mississ ippi Choctaws, the approximate 



nunber of such Mississippi Choctaws, and whether or not they have 

removed from the Sta te of Miss iss ippi , or s t i l l res ide there; 

the feel ings and sentiments of the Cho ctaw c i t i zens about and 

within the proposed enclosure; (Along th i s l i n e , take down 

accurately the expressions of Choctaw c i t i zens as regards how they 

feel toward the scheme); the number of men in the employ of 

Bounds, and others , in fencing, and otherwise; and whether such 

men in t he i r employ are res iden ts of the Cho ctaw Nation, or have 

been brought in from elsewhere; and w he re the timber used for 

posts is being procured; an accurate descr ip t ion , as nearly as 

same can be gotten, both frorn examina t ion of the survey marks, 

and from c i t i zens the rea bout, by section and town si te descr ip t ions , 

of the land a proposed to be enclosed by these people. 

Please carefully consider the above sugg* s t ions , and 

conduct your*' inVes t igat ions along these l i n e s . 

Very t r u l y ^c/x\ 

Dictated. 
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