
South ̂ cAlester, Indian Territory, September 21, 1903. 

Honorable William f* Ward, 

Tishomingo, Indian Territory, 

Dear Mr* Ward: 

Sojrie ftagrs ago we received from the Indian Agent a state­

ment showing the gross amount of money which has boon collected 

for tha Chickasaw Nation in the matter of cattle taxes* This gross 

amount is 135,334,65 up to September 9, 1903* 

We understand you have drawn upon requisition #18,000,00 

since the cattle law went into operation; and there would be remain-

in-, something oyer §17,000*00 less all expenses incurred by the 

government of the United States, 

While we have no detailed statement of these expenses 

we are sure that after their i tion from the gross amount 

there remains at this time to the credit of the Chickasaw hation 

somcthi" over -'10,000,00, 

Th» purpose of this letter is to state that we stand 

ready to render ally assistance in our power either by way of a 

conference with the Indian Agent or by a communication with the 

Indian office and the Secretary of the Interior in the%iatter of 

having this money placed to your credit* 

Will you please advise us if you te?a recently made 

requisition for this remaining amount and if so to whom it was made 

and when; and we believe we will be able to do and say something 

that will be of assistance in having 3--our requisition honored. 



— r5«» 

With "best wis! es , W« a r e , 

Your f r iends , 
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June 1-30 

July 1, 1902 to June 30, 1903 

July 1 to 31 

Aug. 1 to 31 

Sept. 1 to 9 '03 

1,160.75 

30,511.65 

2,333,00 

913.25 
34,334.55 

416.00 
1357334765 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE CHICKASAW NATION. 

Washington, n.C, February 19,1902. 

Honorable Secretary of-the Interior, 

(Through Hon. J. Oeorge Wright, 

United states Indian Inspector 

in Indian Territory), 

Washington, n.o. 

You are doubtless aware that, by reason of conditions 

that exist in the Chickasaw Nation, our tribal officers 

have experienced and are now experiencing, great difficul­

ties in the collection of our tribal revenues; and the 

object of this letter is to inquire if it would be agreeable 

for such taxes to be collected under the direction of the 

Department. 

Notwithstanding the decisions of the Attorney General 
Courts 

of the United States and of the United states in the Indian 

Territory and elsewhere, upholding the validity of our 

tribal tax laws, and the laws of the United States regulat­

ing trade and intercourse with Indian tribes, as applicable 

to the Chickasaw Nation; and sustaining the power of the 

Interior Department to enforce the same by the removal of 

persons and property from the limits of the Chickasaw 

Nation, the opposition to the payment of such taxes . has 

c on t inued. ^ztet'm'ttx&e^'iT^^ pi antr 
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I have consider •e:i „the matter i n / t h e lire -it/of, Mwwt v 
aaa^^^a^' and am of t;he opinion that an arrangement" 6# 

the collection of such revenues, under rules and regulations 

to lie prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior, would 

compel those who now defy the law and refuse to pay, to 

comply with the same; and enforce reppoct and obedience to 

the laws of the United States, an.I withal result in the 

satisfactory collection of our tribal revenues. 

I think this arrangement could be accomplished and 

made effective by an act of the LEGISLATURE OF THE CHICKASAW 

NATION providing that the taxes imposed by the laws of the 

Nation shall, after the passage and approval of such act, 

be collected under rules ana regulations to be prescribed by 

the Secretary of the Interior; and that the expenses of 

collection shall be deducted from the gross collections 

and the balance paid, quarterly or semi-annually, into 

the Treasury of the ChicKasaw Nation, for National Purposes 

as at present; 

If such an arrangement is agreeable I shall be pleased 

to consider with you the draft of an act that will effective­

ly meet the requirements of the situation, and immediately 



prewent I ha warn to a special session of the Legislature 

of thm Chickasaw Nation, for passage, 

very respectfully, 

Governor Chickasaw Nation, 



An Act to prescribe privilege or permit taxes, and 

defining the manner of their collection. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE CHICKASAW NA­

TION: 

Section 1. That the shall be paid upon live stock 

owned or held by non-citizens in the Chickasav/ Nation, a priv­

ilege tax, as follows: On cattle, horses, and mules, twenty-five 

cents per head, and on sheop and goats, five cents per head. 

Provided: That the shall be exempted from the provisions of 

this Act, when owned and used by the head of a family, two cows 

and calves, and one team consisting of two horses or two mules, 

or one horse and one mule. 

Section 2. That such privilege tax shall hereafter be 

payable to such persons or persons, and collected under such 

rules and regulations, as may be prescribed by the Secretary 

of the Interior. 

Section 3. That the expenses of collection such privil­

ege taxes shall be deducted from the gross collections, and the 

balance paid quarterltj into the treasury of the Chickasaw Nation. 

Section 4. That such privilege taxes shall be due and 

payable annually upon demand, and if said taxes are not paid 

when demanded, the live stock upon which such taxes are due, 

shall,be held to be in the Chickasaw Nation without its consent, 

and unlawfully upon its lands*, and the presence of said stock 

and the owners or holders thereof in said Nation, shall be deem­

ed detrimental to the peace and welfare of the Indians. 

Section 5. That all acts and parts of acts in conflict 

herewith be and the same are hereby repealed, and this Act shall 

take effect from and after its approval by the President of the 

United States. 



PERMIT LAW. 

Be i t enac ted "by the Fa t tonal Counc i l ' o f the Piiskogee Natlofts 

Sect ion 1 . That a l l persons who a re not c i t i z e n s by "blood 
of the Muskogee , ;>ttion, or who have not been adopted by the r u s -
kcgse F a t i o n , and whose names do ne t appear on a u t h e n t i c a t e d 
r o l l s of the r 'usxogee Na t ion , who s h a l l d e s i r e t c engage in en j 
nanner of b u s i n e s s in the Muskogee Nation s h a l l ob t a in the con­
s e n t of the Uni ted s t a t e s Government, and s h a l l pay to the Uni ted 
S t a t e s Indian Agent, i* Union Apa-oy, ausxegee , Ind ian Territory, 
fo r the b e n e f i t of the " uskoaeo P a t i o n , the annual permit t a x 
h e r e i n a f t e r f i x e d ; the g?aae to he paid q u a r t e r l y , in advance in 
a l l c a s e s , excep t where based on the cos t of y reds of fe red . "a.al­
t e r s to begin January f i r s t , Ap r i l f i r s t , J u l y f i r s t , and October 
f i r s t of each y e a r . 

A l l l e g i t i m a t e bus ine s s house cf whatsoever c h a r a c t e r or 
c a p a c i t y engaged in t h e s a l e of a l l manner of dry goods, -y ca r ­
i e s , p r o v i s i o n s , hardware , lumber, d rugs , m i l l i n e r y , l e a t h e r g 
or any o ther a r t i c l e s hno?m or des igna ted as merchandise , a- ,11 
pay an annual t ax of one-ha l f of 1 jmr c e n t , of the f i r s t ©0«t of 
a l l goods of fered for s a l e , excep t ing such goods as hare been ac­
t u a l l y produced in t i c u«koge« "P.tion, or s h a l l have been boug 
wi th in the l i m i t s of the Nation from a t r a d e r who s h a l l have p r e ­
v i o u s l y pa id t h i s t ax of one-half of 1 per c e n t , on sudfc ; &Sj 
a l l payments to be accompanied by sworn s t a t e m e n t s , sa id v/ - ::o-
monts to be v e r i f i e d "by p e r s o n a l in sp ac t ion by a p r o p e r l y 
. I n spec to r of the o r i g i n a l invo ices or the books of the t r a d e r . 

/ The r a t e of t a x a t i o n on a l l o the r c l a s s e s of bus ines s s h a l l 
/ be .as f o l l o w s : # # # 

Sec t ion '%i Should any person refuse te o..y \" s * .x " -
in , 'provided when due and when demand i s made, or should :. ; i r -
son refuse to permit ft ; *' I .1 i n s p e c t i o n - t o or- ' i f r* 
i n v o i c e s , books, e t c . , such person s h a l l be r e p o r t e d to f* re; -
a u t h o r i t i e s for removal from the Puskogee F a t i o n . 

F a i l u r e tc pay wi th in ton days a f t e r t ax i s due and deaand 
/ h a s been made s h a l l c o n s t i t u t e a r e f u s a l to pay. 

Sec t ion 3 . This a c t s h a l l become a law upon the Approval 
of $he P r e s i d e n t of the United S t a t e s , and s h a l l be in f u l l force 
and e f f e c t from and a f t e r January f i r s t , 1901. 

Al l laws h e r e t o f o r e enac ted by the N a t i o n a l Counci l of i r e 
rusxogee Hatiort, r e l a t i n g to permit t a x , which a r e in c o n f l i c t 
with t h i s a c t , a re hereby r e p e a l e d . 

Sec t ion 4 . A l l c l a s s e s of bus ine s s in opera t ion or whie& 
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may hereaf te r be es tabl i shed in th i s ha t ion | not included in the 
aboTe l i s t , s h a l l he assessed by the Pr inc ipa l Chiefs subject 
to the approTal of the United Sta tes Indian Agent. 
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