South McAlester, Indian Territory, September 21, 1903,

Honorable William T. Ward,
Tishomingo, Indian Territory.

Dear Mr, Ward:

Some days ago we received from the Indian Agent a sﬁéta*
ment showing the gross amount of money which has been collected
for the Chickasaw Nation in the matter of cattle taxes, This gross
amount is $35,334,65 up to September 9, 1903,

¥e understand you have drawn upon requisition $18,000,00
since the eanttle law went into operation; and there would be remain-
ing’somethingxbver $17,000,00 less all expenses incurred by the
gaverﬁﬁ@ﬁ%iof the United States.

& While we have no dgﬁgiled statement of these expenses

TEANE:

we are sure that after their @eduction from the gross amount

there remaihs at this time tc‘gﬁsvcredit of the Chickasaw Nation
somethingﬁgver $10,000,00,

The purpose of this letter is to state that‘wa stand
ready to render any assistance’in our power either hy way of a

conference with the Indlan Agent or by a communication with the

Indian offiee and the Secretary of the Interior in thé@;
having this money placed to your credit,

Will you please advise us if you have recently made
requisition for this rewaining amount and if so to whom it was made
and when; and we believe we will be able to do and say something

that will be of assistance in having your requiéition honored.
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June 1-30 L, 160575
July 1, 1902 to June 30, 1903 50,511 .86
July 1 to 31 2,333,00
Avg., 1to 3§ 913,28
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34,554,60

Septew.d 40 0 03 416,00

~$35, 554, 65
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EXEOUTIVE OFFICE OHICKASAW NATION.

Washington, N.C., Februsry 19,1902,

Honorabhle Secretary of -the Interior,
( Through Hon, J. George Wright,
United States Indian Inspector
in Indian Territory),
Washington, D.Ce.
Siri-

You are doubtless aware that, by reason of conditions
that exist in the Chickasaw Nation, our tribal officers
have experienced and are nov experiencing, great difficul-
ties in the collection of our tribal revenues; and the
object of this letter is to inquire if it would be agreeable
for such taxes to be collected under the direction of the

Department.

Notwithstanding the decisions of the %}torney General
of the United States and of the United statégiizsthe Indian
Territory and eléewhere, upholding the validity of our
tribal tax laws, and the laws of the United States regulat-
ing trade and intercourse with Indian tribes, as applicable
to the Chickasaw Nation; and sustaining the powsr of the
Interior Department to enforce the same by the femoval of
persons and property from the limits of the Chickasaw
Nation, the opposition to the paymsnt of such taxes ¢ has

continued.
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the collection of such revenues, undsr rules and regulations

I have consider ﬂdphe matter in/fthe ligntso

to be preseribed by the Secretary of the Interior, would
compel those who now defy the law and refuse to pay, to
comply with the same; and enforce reppect and obedience to
the laws of the United States, and withal result in the
satisfactory co;laction of our {ribal revenues.,

I think this arrangement could be accomplished and
made effective by an act of the LEGISLATURE OF THE CHICKASAW
NATION providing thet the taxes imposed by the laws of the
Nation shall, after the passage and approval of such act,
bes collected under rules and regulations to be preseribed by
the Secretary of the Interior; and that the expenses of
collection shall be deducted from the gross collections

and the balance paid, quarterly or semi-annually, into

the Treasury of the Chickasaw Nation, for Nationsl Purposes

2s at present;
—
If such an arrangement is agreeable I shall be pleased
to consider with you the draft of an act that will effective~

ly nmeet the requirements of the situstion, and immediately



e
present L he s2me to a special session of the Legislature
of the Chickasaw Nation, for passage.
Very respectfully,

— — ——— ——— — — — — —— — — — —— — — —

Governor Chickasaw Natione



An Act to prescribe privilege or permit taxes, and
defining the manner of their collection.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE CHICKASAW NA-
TION:

Section 1, That the shall be paid upon live stock
owned or held by non-citizens in the Chickasaw Nation, a priv-
ilege tax, as follows: On cattle, horses, and mules, twenty-Tive
cents per head, and on sheep and goats, five cents per head.
Provided: That the shall be exempted frém the previsions of
this Act, when owned and used by the head ef a family, two cows
and calves, and one team consisting ef two horses or two mules,
or one horse and one mule.

Section 2. That such privilege tax shall hereafter be
payable to such persons or persons, and collected under such
rules and regulations, as may be prescribed by the Secretary
of the Interier.

Section 3. That the expenses of cellection such privil-
ege taxes shall be deducted from the gress coellections, and the
balance paid quarterlq into the treasury of the Chickasaw Nation.

Section 4. That such privilee taxes shall be due and
payable annually upon demand, and if said taxes are not paid
when demanded, the live steck upon which such taxes are due,
shall,be held to be in the Chickasaw Nation without its consent,
and unlawfully upon its lands) and the presence of said steck
and the owners or helders thereof in said Natioen, shall be deem-
ed detrimental to the peace and welfare of the Indians.

Section 5, That all acts and parts of acts in conflict
herewith be and the same are hereby repealed, and this Act shall

take effect from and after its approval by the President of the
United States.



PERMIT T.AW.

Be it enacted by the National Couneil of the Muskogee Nation:

Section 1. That all persons whe are not ¢it izens by hloed
of the Muskogee Nation, or who have not bheen adepted by the Mus-
kogee Nation, and whose names do nct appear on authenticated
rolls of the Muskogee Hation, who shall desire to engage in any
manner of business in the Muskogee Nation shall obtain the con-
sent of the United States Government, and shall pay to the United
States Indian Agent, at Union Ageney, Muskogee; Indian Territery
for the henefit 4f the Wuskogee Nation, the anhual bermlt tax
hereinafter fixed; the same to he paid guarterly, in advance in
all cases, except where based on the cost of goeds offered. Ouar-
ters to begin January first, April first, July first, and Octcber
first of each vear.

All legitimate business house of whatscever character or
eapacity engaged in the sale of all manner of dry goods, grocer-

"IN ies, provisiens, hardware, lumber, drugs, millinery, leather goods,

or any other artiecles known or designated as merchandise, shall
pay an annual tax of one-half of 1 per cent. of the first cost of
all geods offered for sale, axcenting suoh goods as have heen ac-
tually produced in the Muskogee Nation, or shall have been hought
within the limite of the Naticn from & trader who shall have pre-
viously paid this tax of one-half of 1 per cent. on such goods;
all payments to be accompanied by sworn statements, said state-
ments to be verified by personal inspection by & properly
rgnspeater of the original invcices or the hooks of the trader.

The rate of taxation on all other classes of business shall
j/ be.as follows: # # #

. BSeotion 2. Should any pe rson refuse to pay the tax here-
in ;provided when due and when demand .is made, or should ahy per=-
scn refuse %o permit & peérsonal inapection.to be had of oriﬁi.il
invoices, bhooks, ete., such persen shall be repoerted to the proper
authorities for remeocval from the Mugskogee Nation.

—

—

: Pailure to pay within ten days after tax is due and demand
;/naa been made ahall constitute a refusal to pay.

/ Seotion 3. This aot shall become & law upon the approval
of the President of the United States, and shall be in full force
and effeet from and after January first, 1901.

» All lsws heretofore enacted by the National Council of the
Muskogee Nation, relatine to parmit tag, which are in cenflict
with this act , are hereby repealed.. :

Section 4. ALl ¢lasses of business in operation or which
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may hereafter be established in this Nation, not included in the
above list, shall be assessed by the Principal Chief, subject
to the apnroval of the United States Indlan Agent.







