































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































by of Jeffersen Durab, & Choctiw Indimn®

The agplicant P, D, Jurant Sestifisd bafors this Gourt
that ol! of these mpplicants exsept himself, Istelia, Robert md
Bmest urab, live in the Jtate of Toxus, Hs also testifies :
that he was bom in Misalssippd in 1886, snd thet he fa 64 yowra F‘
ef age, He doss net loww in dhat Gty he vas bom, md siys
th & he probably lived in soveral counties in Hiseisalppl, wong
then beirnz Talbouingp, where he lved a yeor or a halfl a year,
Tet he left yisadssippl with hia fathar in 1845 or L6, when he
woa soven or eight yeurs old, and they cume % the Indin
Prritorys whors thay reslded for one month, ‘nd then went %
Toxss where he rauadned until 1596, vhen he caws o ‘e (hoebtaw
Wtion, That o1l of the syplicints hsre are his relatives by
blood or marriage, That his fathers' nme waz Jefferson
araty thoet he died in 1854 or 1866 and wea living in Texas ab
the tlus of hiz dendh, xd wua never in the Indian Territery hut
ane month, Theb he never ma sy of his fatherts brothers or
aimberng bt he lsurasd $rau his fathor mad mother that hia
gradfatior an hig futher®s side was ¢dllod Plere, mud thet he
heard from than thot hia wnclss =nd aunbe wers chlled Gecrpe,
Srlveater, Joo and Plabor, He suies posilively on oross
aaningtion that his fotoer spelled hin nue "Jof forsem Durat®,
and that he wos never now by sy olhor e except Yeil or
Jeiferson Murnb, In the asxt breatn ho aduits thet his father
sowctizies wénl by the nme of Duren, and he had le.ters fram him
@ & way, bub thet his father todd him Darmt, He further adsite
thet moat of the time in Nxus, he Lrensscied baainess md aigned
his nmse as Doreny tht somstinmes he signed it Duramb, butl
omcwod rogollect & particular cocosion, He gumot tell as a
fagt vhethar his fobher's nuwe was Josse Duren, Yo wnd his

(4)
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father lived amdd bought snd sold land in verdous coonbies in
Toxea, 8 did obhar maubers of the fsaily, e woled at the
Taxns aleoticns, Ho thinks his father and fauily xoved Yo Texas
alome ond that no elher family accampanied thau,

His stalamsnt th b he anly omwe W the [ndian Territoery
a8 a elaivant in 1896 is not accompanied by partigular nention
of what day or menth of thet year,; hence I cumot say where his
reasidenge was when he mods his application originally, He does
not imow whore his father wis bom ol often swoars that hia
father's mase was Durmnt, (19 aays in mwwer % this question
on cross sxaminationg
%), You have 2o knowledgs of your fother wing by my other
nawes Siudl theas Wwo, (Mesing Jolf or Jefferson Durnt)?

A, Duren saumetites, T huve letiers Ghud wy, but he “wld me
mrani®, :

78 then admite Wist scwe oF his business s aigned as
uren, He knows of but ane mn now living, who prior to 1590,
sver srdled him myihing .t Daream, end tacl veng a My, Tewlia
whan ne menbions & wen naned Yoard, Then he ls usked thix
quoaticn, _

0, Now Kr, Durant :mmeswer ma ihds questien, 12 1t nob a foet
thut you were knew v the nawe of Duren in Texss ond that your
fother hnd the smme negme énd whed you signéd the namo and
tronsacted business mder the ame of ur-an? o angwerss

Yas airy wost of the time®, Mnd whin asked if ho had eyer
signed buainea. papers s Duront, gapot recollsch that he

ovor B, o slterwnsds afdts wat 2 gertaln bond as guardiean, .

o gopy of vhigh was 8 own him, wia sl ned by him ia Toxas before

the oounty Ceurt in the Jtate of Taxas in 1898, («fior he had

aplied for eitizenship wndar the :owme of Durmad) mnd by the '

40
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vgrture of P, [, Duren on the bond, Thad be asigned o petition
to ths Oourd in Tozas in the siwe way, for lolters of Guardimshlp
rd swore to i%, nd sigaed the afTidavit ws 2, D, Iuran, before
2. B, Mderean, o Betery Public for #ills Oounty, Texas,

Wen asked about o mmeriage license procured in Texas
for ous of hic daug and hor progpective hnaband, «hsre in
aho was nased Lot Duren, he aduite thed such was tho frot,

Job in the originel licenre itaelf, filed by his atlemey or
nifiSelf in this cuse below, the maie 8 been changsd by sowe
mo frot Mou Duren® as L vea originally vrivten shen the
Moense was dasned to *Ton Durmab®, This forgsry is glaking

and sppears w the wlked eyo ol o aingle glacs, In the Lody

of ibs document = "a™ heg bean mige over Lthe %o and a "L¥ hap
beem added to the *A® in the word Dursn, The forger, howewer,

. hus naglect o4 bo camplote his work, He fviled W potige the
sndorsaseut on the bagk of Lhe lisenss nud W walke the nsoussnry
ghimges Werein, The duid sndorseueit sbill reads "Harri:ge
Tioemsa, H, ¥, Datls % Kliss Tou Daran,® The identical ™wings
ling forpery hoa been stemited in mether original licenss,
introduced by ayplicanta in the cese belouw, whigh license wus
fssued by the Counby Clerk of Hills Coualy, Texusy on Lhe 224

doy of Jumnry, 1890, Lo Juuss Q, Wnrd nd Niss Maszie Duren,

& further pReal o © those fomgeries the appolless have introfuced
i this Oourt, cortified coples of Lhese liconses, aa they sppear
au the records of Mills Coundy, Pexus, @i in these certified
gopiea, tho name is Duren,

Then csked oz oross exemination soucering tiwese licanss,

the witeseus P, D, Duamtb says, he does not jmow how tiwse
- chenyges took pluge, He suys the cuples (meming thess licenses)
wore forwuded % hbs atiomey ‘udge Durmat, in the Indian
Torritory, He adultes thal ane daughtor wns pmrried in Texas as

g "I_.-_.-r

ol

-



Mise Iou Duren cnd the other oy Miss Megcie E, Iuca, and the
numes of Vhese licenses chunped afverwards,

As bearing upen the nvme of these applicmnts wnd thedr
moostor, the appellsea have introdiced in this fSourt, certified
copiss of the folloving Texss recordas A certified copy of
the petition of J, 7, Iuven for Laaporary lestisrs ds honis nom,
of the ssinte of his gpand-{-thor Jensa Murang o certifisf sopy
of an order of the County Courd of Nouston County, Texne, wnde
Jarmery Slat, 1668, in o onse of W, H, undiff, sdniniatrator of
ths satobe of Jesss Imren, decensud, vs, Nonlay smd Andersong
n cardifiad copy of an oxder of the mume Oourd, made Mgsh 27,
1867, dirscaing corbein pagers to bho deliversd to W, ¥, Mmdiff,
adsinistrater of the estale of Jesse T™uremg a certifiod cipy of
the bond of P, 1, Duren as goardim of tha psrson and estate of
Minnie D,, Esaie 0,, Mobert 0,, md Ernest A, Dnren, md &
cortified copy of the Pinnl account wxd Patition for discharge
of P. D. Duren na such guardian, verified by the said P, D,
Nirem, In nons of thoag papers does the nume Pt anyvhore
u-ypm.t A )

—

The euntrudigtory stobauents of this mum P, D, Inrmt,
hip evasioms sod evident insincority, utterly dastroys the foroe
of hip evidenge, md mot o sgenk of other figts, whigh show
clearly, by fourt documents introduced in evidonce hers hy the
appelloas, wd the mmy ad:issions the witness made that his
father was one Jesse Duren :nd his own read nme was P, D,
rany and thet e we rot dacpended from Jelferson Darmt,

& thogbaw Indimn,

Then an Iudian, =s he clalus to Le, la introduced as
n witneas for the clainsmie, nam.d Jones, mnd ha says that he
wmﬁmclnhmt{mamimf' . Turant) wea o son of




¢ross examination he does not know whers 3Sylvester Durant, a

e ol

brother of Jefferson Durant, lived, except from hearsay, This
witness' teatimony as Lo his knowledge of Naney Lee Cundiff, the
aister of P, D, Durant, is utterly worthless, e aduits he has
ho knowledge thut lrs, ™undiff is the zirl Nancy he kaew in
Missisasippi, :na the witness is 70 years old,

¥rs, Nancy Li2e fundiff, the sistar ¢f the claimant
P, U, Turunt, as a witnese for him, thinks her father's nmne was
Jasse of Jefi,"Jesse, I think" butl does not inow which; “Jesse
or Joff Duren or Dur:nt®, and that @ received letters that
wey, She does not know her grandfatherts naze, not even hy
family tradition, Does not jmow of her own knowledge why her
fidther went somctimes by the nome of Duren and sometbiumes
Marunt,

It ieg not necessary to discuss the evidence further,

After aa examination of all the competent eveidence in
this record, documenbtary and otherwise, it is clear to we and -
beyona doubt, thit P, T, Murant, 2s he now calls himself, who
hag to me none of the personal appearance ¢f an Indian of my
kind, because of the fucit, snd based on the fact that his sister
had by some means uaknow: %o, this Qeurt, bat. in the light of
the cvidsnes hoere, unjustly obtained admission te cibizenship
before Ghe Choetaw Qouncil, & vear or so before, the claimant
commenced nis efforts tu be a citizen of the Choetaw Haution, emd
thut he uadertook, most of his fumily always rewuining in Texas
and never coming %o the In ian Territory, Lo get a claim through .
the Commmission to the Pive Civilized Tribes, Thot he failed
there, and failed before Lhe Uanited Jtates Court, becanse he
@d wosu of the other claimmts werc non=residenta of the Indain

Territory, His efforts on appeal hers, relying on his ability



as he thought orhapss to show hiwself a sam of Pe?Traca Dok,
a recognised thogbow Indimm, have proved thut he is not the son
of Jefferason Daranty but of 2 men named Joese Iuran, wand I
forbosr W 0y mwore, except that it ia shocking thing % ses m
effort mode mad in sugh a mwewr, % obtain mropsrty and prop-
erly righta,

I aa of the spinion, thersfore, th b none of the
appeliabs horey ail depending for their righte ns having the
blood of Jeffersen Mumab, cre entitled to eitizenanip in the
thoct.w Nabiomy or w suolient as sugh, or % @y rights
floving Ghersfrome LN IT IS 30 ORDERED,

Doy ' Xs g e Judge,

Ve concubs
(sigasd) W&h fm

Socists Judge,

i



In the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citlzeaship Court, sitting at Scuth
MoAlester, in the Ceatral District of the Indiaa Territory,

darch Term, 19C4e

Ps Ds IMrrmt, et al.,

VSe N0 8.

e me w8 s oae

Choctaw and Chickosaw fiaticns.
DECEEE CF COURT.

On thie Rlet day of Zarch, 1904, this causs cauing on for
final decision, the same having herctcfare beea subwitted uscn
the law and the evidence, and the Court being well and mifficiente

1y advised in the promises, doth find that the plelatisfa, P. D.

\ S
Durant, Jessie Moy Green (nee Durmnt), or Jesse May Durant,
2
Ssarah Franclz Conner (nee Durant) or Sarad F. Durant, Rcbert

t L
Counor Durant, ﬁ.mest Ae mrnnt or Laraest .f.. mrm{mry n‘utta,

Horzce ¥, Butt:!, Seral C. Dalgy, Jwnas Dttlay, ..{arﬂ,aret Je .dl:z.ck
%illiiam Ne ﬂlnak, Moggie E. ﬁardx}smea Qe .mrd John P 1i=ar.rriﬁ'¢
Jaumes " Ward or James Q. dard:—;mney Je C'un.liff i Idraza J,
Cundirf q‘#illiam Pisher Arladue,g “altar Arledge or Wanlter ¥,
Arlﬂd.{'f Llr aret Ce Eﬁmmah&i?, Ao Jie A haemﬁ'cii Alvis
mﬂowuer r.nd dary Laurin Bbcua-n«uunkeil',:5 are not entitled to be

deecwied or declared cltizeus of the Chectaw iinticn, or to snrolle
ment =am suoh, or 1o any rights wnatever flcwiag therefron; and
the Court doth i‘urt:-_ér find thet it has no jurisgdiction over the
petitioners Sctella Co Iurant and Vera Batts.

IT I€ THEREWORE OnIERTD, ADJUDGID AND DMCREXD that the
petiticn of Lthe vlrnintiffs P. D. mru.::t', Jeesie Kny Green (nne
Durant) or Jesse sy D‘urzm‘g, Sarah Frz.ncis Conner (nee Durant) or

3
Sarali Fo Durant, Hobvert Cﬁnncr{mrant, Eraest Ae Durant or
1)



—
Zarnest A. nxrtm;, Mary Butt::, Herece J. Bunts? Sarel Ce Ihteyg;
James l‘:&ley? Hargaret J. Blaci:c, Maggia E, EF.I:d'. wWilliem Ko P,la.;kﬁ:'
Jaies Qe ‘ﬁzrd;?..]'oi:n Fa mr.;: Jumes K. Ward or Jumee Q. 'ﬁard’,d_h
Sydney Je Cnniiéc: Idress 7. Clmlliléf?, ¥illiwe Tisher x":.rl-::-.i.-_:ja.{

Walter Arledge or Walter W. .-‘\rled.;_;a';f Kermaret Ce St;oe.-::.-.}:nﬂx:,ﬂ Ae Le
L Shonmﬁ.?cer?; ,;avis Shﬁerr:esl\'.a-:"?—and Hary Leurin Shom:.r.k;rf ue
dended nud that they be declarad net citizens of the Choctew
Bation, and not entitiad tc enrcilment as such citizens, aund

not entitled to my rights wnatever flowing therelrom; and as io
thie petiticners Estella C, Iurant and Vera buits, tie Court
having ne jurksdicticn, their petition is disuissed,

(R R R R R R R R R R R R A R R R R R R

Ciuief Judge.
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Aagociate Judye.
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Awgociete Judiae



