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Application for enrollment.

Indian Ter.
Ato':a County.

Before me the undersigned a Notary Public for the County and

Stte aforesaid this day personally apeared C. N. Copl)edge who after

be ing duly sworn state s as follows :

I am 42 years of age and a citizen of the Choctaw rat on by

=Triage. I married Mrs. Alice Gardner nee Carroll a citizen of the

Choctaw Nation by blood. I am married by Judge Everidge Suprene judge

of the Choctaw 71ation. I beg to refer to attached marriage certificate

for further proof. For some reason unimown to De my marriage license

was sent for record but never returned. I have been living in this

County every since I was married and am regarded as a Chac taw citizen

beg to be so enrolled.

:Fitness my hand this &t'a flay • o Lsc.ptarl:ber, 1 1896,

(SIGNED) C. N. Copp e dge.

Sworn to and subscribed before Lie this &th day of September,

1896.

(SIGNED) H. T. V. Perry,
My Commission expires 2nd March, 1899.

CoppedEe further states as follows. My family consist of myself

and wile Alice Coppedge and the following children. 	 . . :u

Lula Puiing C oppedge

Grandchild

H 	 11

11 1 az 2 children.

Roy Rushing 2 yors. old

Rummel " 2 month old,

Anna Coppedge 14 years bla.

Thurman " 8 "

Ipsonia 1? 4 ri

Alfy 0 TT

Witness my hand this 5th d ,xy of September, 1896.

(SIG:TED) C. H. Coppedge.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 5th day of September, 1896.

(SIGNED) H. T.V. Perry.



AFFIDAVIT OF WITNESS.

In the matter of Petition and Memorial of C. M. Coppedge
for enrollment as a Choctaw citizen.

Indian Ter.
Atoka County.

Before me the undersigned a Notayy Public for the County aJd

State aforesaid this day personally appeared Nelson Col - ert who after

being suly sworn state- as follows.

I an 69 years of age and a citizen of the Choctaw ration by

blood. I am personally acquainted rith the opplicatt also his wife and

know she is a Choctaw by blood deriving said " - loof fro - her mothers

side. I am also acquainted rith her grand parent back in Mississippi

the Peden and her great grand parents the Kemps who xticx are all Indian

by blood.

Witness my hand khax this 5th day of September, 1896.
his

(SIGNED) Nelson X Colbert
mark

Witness

J02. A. BOgy
Fanny Reed.

Sworn to and subscfibed before me this 5th day of Septernber,

1896.

(SIGNED) H. T. V. Perry.

Commission expires March 2, 1899.



In natter of petition and memorial of C. M. Coppedge for en

rollment as a Ch tow citizen.

Indian T.
Stoka County.

Before mib the undersigned a Notary Public for the County

and state aforesaid this day personally a7)aeared Pollie Black

who after being suly sworn states as follows:

I am 70 years 	 age and a Chickasaw by blood . fly Post

Office address is Owl, I. T. I am personally acquainted 71th itaibQ

Coppedge, wife of the applicant. I know she is a Choctaw by blood being

a daughter of Sarah Carroll a citizen Iv blood. I am also acquainted

with said Alice Coppedge grand mother Peden and her great grand parents

the Kenps down in Dis issippi; and know they are Chickasaw and

Cnoctaw by blood.

Jtigx Witness my hand this 5t h day of septerner, 1896.
her

(SIGHED) Pollie 731ek.
nark

Witness
Jos A. Bogy

PanT Reed.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 5th day of Septenber,

1896.

(SIG71ED) H. T. V. Perry,

My caLvission expires 2 march 1890.



IN THE IIATTER OP TIE CLAIM OF C. IL Cope dge

for citizenship in the Choctaw Nation.

Now comes h. the Choctaw Nation by its lawful attorneys and says:

FIRST: That this Honorable Comission has no power and jurisdiction
to hear and determine the is sues herein invioveci. because the low cre at-
ing Such C OMIA.S Oil 	 unconcstitutional a:ad. void.

SECOND. 	 The Choctaw Nat 10: enters its protect against the herr-
ing of this cause because the methods of proceedure adopted by this
Conaission are unjust, unfair, and productive of great fraud and wrong
and the form and method or trial prescribed by said Corar',ission are con-
trary to the constitution and laws of the United St ates.

THIRD. 	 The Choctaw Nation protests agains a hearin  : and deter-
mination of this cause for the reason that the time prescribed by said
Co: :I iission within .-hich this Nation must anzwer and adduce its in- oef
is so limited as to amount to a denial of justice.

FOURTH. 	 The Choctaw Nation further says that this Co:mission
ought not to entertain this cause for the reason tlmt it does not *pear
5'341t t]le applicant herein has applied for citizenship to the legally
alkstituted tribunal designated by the Choctaw ratio - for the trial of

stions of disputed citizenship.

FIFTH. 	 Deldndany says that the evidence adduced by the claimant
is this oase is not sufficient to establish his citizens' ip in the
Cho taw 7,Tation.

SIXTH. 	 Defendant says that this Coralission has no power to enrol
the applicant herein because-it appears that said applicant claims to
be a cii,izen of the Choe taw . ,.at ion by inter-marriage and it does not
appear that his rights as such inter-married citizen have been dis-
puted_ by the Choctaw Nation.

SEVENTH. De fond ant says t hat the applicant here in should not be
enrIolled he has not shown by his evidence that he has not forfeited his
rights as such citizen by abandonmen or remarriage.

EIGHTH. 	 And not waiving the defenses heretofore set out, defend
ant for further answer herein says:

No marriage license or certificate of marriage, nor copies
thereof, have been filed in this case, end there is no pi . op:,r proof of
marriage, ene, no proof of marriage according to Choctaw Laws.

C • 	 oppedge.

(SIGNED)
The Choctaw Nation.

by. Stuart, Gordon i Halley
Its Attorneys.



C OTE:LIS s IONTIRS

Hen7:77717.715awe o,
Fn.-1,n:1<:: C . Armstrong, 	 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER I O'R
Archibald S. McKenn On ,
Thomas B. C ab an i s s ; 	 C 01111: I S S ION TO 11. Ial F= C rTILID TRIBES.
Alexander B. Montgomery, ,

H. Y. Jacoway, Secretary.

Fort aith , Arkansas Dec 3 1396.
705

C. Y. Coppcdc,e

Vs

Choetav - Nation.

Filed Sept. 7,1896. Answer filed
applicant admitted as int e nu ar rite d citizen.

H. T. V. Per:, CoalL;atc?i.

I H. IT. JAC °WAY 	 , Secretary, do hereby certify that the ab aye
and fo re go ing is a 'true  and co rrect copy of Choctaw Record C page 317
of the Commis ion to the Five Civilized Tribes.

Given under Iry harld and official
signature this the 6 day of

Feby, , 1897

M. 3'a.c0770.:
Secretary

by Henry Stroup
ae t



IN THE UNITED STATES cam FOR. TEE CENTZT, DISTRICT OF THE

III-DIAN TERRITORY, AT ,..301.3TH McALESTER.

C. M. C.oppedge Plaintiff

vs. 	 NOTICE OP APPEAL.

The Choctaw Nation, Defendant.

To C. M. Coppedge the above nailed plaintiff:

You are hereby notified that an appeal has been taken from

the raudgraent of the Dawes Commission in the above entitled, cause, and

petition for said appeal has bee filed in the United States Court at

South McAlester.

	

THE 	 CHOCTAW NATION

By Van. M. Cravens,

and Stua,r, Gordon (11 Halley,

Its Attorneys.

IND IAN TERP,I TORY,

CIITTRAL DISTRICT.

3.1111.6 S Elliott being first duly sworn, states upon oath that

he is not inter() sted in this cause; that he was present and saw a

true copy of the above notice sent by registered mail from South

McAlester to the abol. -e named plaintiff at Coalgate, Post Office, on

the 9 day of penruary, 1397.

(SIGNED) Jas. Elliott.

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 9th day of February, 1897.

	

(SIGNED) 	 Joe Hill:man,
Notary Public.
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S U M M 0 N S.

UITITED STATT1 S OF =LICA
INDIAN D-11R.R. T ORY
CENTRAL DISTRICT,

THE =S IDE7T OF TEE UNIT:FM STATES 07 ALRICA,

TO THE UNITED STATES MARSHAL FOR TILE INDIAN TERRITORY, Cent ral District :

You are corniqanded to S11111011S C • M. C oppedge

to answer within thirty ay S fr om this date at South McAle st er 	T

a complaint filed against him in said Court by the Choctaw Nation,

on appeal from the decision of the Davies C °mai rs ion in the matter of

his claim for citizenship  in the Choctaw Nation.

and warn him that upon his failure to answer, the complaint  will be

taken for confessed and you will make due return of this sumions.

WITNESS the Honorable Yancey Lewis Judge of said Court,

and the Seal thereof, at South lIcAL, uer Indian Territor:y, this 31st

day of March, A. D. 189?.

(SIGNED) 	 P. B. Stoner
Cl erk.

PETMSE SIDE.

MARSHALS  :RETURN

*UNITED STATES 07 A1RICA )

INDIAN T7:R-1ITOPY ) s .

	  DISTRICT,

-±- _,'ThamalrifizoarIxtfil -kNyamm-rzans Returned not served Not found in Ind .

Ter,

S I GIIED ) J. J McAlester
XX U. S. Marshal for the Indian

Terri o ry

By. E. H. Doyle
Deputy.

)

) 

S S



In the United States Court for the Central District

of the Indian Territory at S. McAlester.

C. M. Coppedge et al, ---- plaintiff

vs. 	 Motion to dismiss appe al.

Choctaw Tration, -- defendant.

The above named plaintiff appears for the purpose of this notion

and for nomother purpose and moves tile mgaz„rx court here to strike

from the docket and di sills s the above entitled action and to dismiss

the appeal herein sou.;lit and to remnd the papers herein to the Commiss-

ion to the Five CiTilized Tribes, with a certified copy of the Court's

order herein, for the following; reasons to-wit:-

No petition or np -olication for appeal was filed in the office of

the Clerk of the Court within the time 7z. fixed by law for taking appeals

from the decisionsof the said CoLviission.

2nd. No appeal ha.s been allowed within the time fixed by law for

takin appeals from the judgment of the said Commission Lo the Five

Civilized Tribes to the United St ate s Curt for the Indian Territory.

(SIGNED) TIalls Bros.

Attorneys for plaintiff below.



(1)

In the United States court in th Indian Ttrritory,

Ctntral District at SoutJA McAltsttr.

C.M.Coppedge et a1.

vs	Caption.

Tht Choctaw Nation.

Depositions of Sarah Carroll, Nelson Colbert, Lydia Colbert,

C.M.Coppedge and Alice Copptdge, taken b‘efore mt on the 13th. day of July

1 - 7, hetwetn the hours cYr e oclock A.M. md 5 clnck P.M. a', the office
cf H.T. 1r.Perry, in the town of Goa!. Gate, Central District of the Indian

Territory, to .be read as evidtnce in an action - erein C.M.Copped6e

al are plaintiffs and the Choctaw Nation is defendant 	 nding at South

McA!ester n t?1 C•_ntral District cf 	 Indian Territory.

in the Unite(., States court for the Central Judicial

Df__rict of the Indian Territar:/, April 1897 term at So.McAles-

ter.

C.M.Coppedge, It al.

	

vs 	 Notice to take depositions.

Choctav Nation, defendant.

To the Choctaw Nation, the above named defendant, and Stuart

Gordon and Halley and Wm.M.Cravens, attorneys of record for the said

above nemed defendant. 	You are h.nreby notified Lhat the depositions

of witnesses to be read in evidence in the above entitled cause on the

part of the plaintiffs, will be taken at the office of H.T.V.Perry, N:-

tary Public in thw town of Coal Gate, in the Central Judicial District

of the Indian Territory, between the hours of ei t7,ht oclock in the fore-

noon and six ocLock in the afttrnrion, on the 13th. Cay of July 1897,

and that the taking of said del)ositicns, if nut completed on that day,

will be continued from day to ciay, at the same 	 and -between tht same

hours, until coi:apleted.

/

	/(Z>/
	Rails Bros. Attorneys for plaintiffs.

South McAlester, Ind.ter. July 6th. 1E297.
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Service of the above notice is hereby waived. Stuart Gordonand Hailey.

Attorneys for the defendant.

In the United States court in the TndianTerrdtory,

Central District at South McAlester.

C.M.Coppedge et al.

vs 	Deposition of Sarah Carroll.

The Choctaw Nation.

Sarah Carroll of lawful age, being first duly sworn, states;

My age is 67, I live 12 or 13 miles from Coal Gate, where I have been

living nine years. I have been in the Choctaw Nation off and on for thir

ty years. I was bore in Allabama. My fathers name was Jim Osborn. My

mothers name was Mamie Peddard before she was married to my father Jim

Osborn. They lived there a good many years and then Lime to Ae . Th-eas.

My mother had Choctaw and a little Chickasaw Indian blood in her. John

Peddard and Caroline Kemp before she was married to my grand father Ped-

dard was my mothers parents. Mrs.Coppedge, the applicant herein is 39

years old and is my daughter. She lives up there with me and has lived

there for nine years. C.M.Coppedge is my daughters husband. Ever since

they were married they have been living in Kiamitia County and here I

reckon. They were married according to the Choctaw laws by Judge Ever-

idge. I ived with my father and mother in Alabama, I dont remember when

it was I left there. I was about three years old. My great grand mother

was a Homer and a Choctaw. There are some relatives in Kiamitia County.

I have been taught that my great grandmother was recognized as a Chottaw

Indian. My husband 18 a white man. My daughter is a mixture of white and

Indian, that is all the blood there is in her. My mother was about 3/4

Indian, that was compesed of C hoctaw and Chickasaw together.

Cross examination by Mr.Hailey.

am not on the rolls of the Choctaw Nation. I moved to Arkan-

sas from Alabama. I lived in Arkansas from the time I was three years old

until about twenty years ago. 1 have been in the Territory off and on

for the past thirty years. I have but one child living. She was born in
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Arkansas on the line, that is Mrs.Coppedge. I was married in Arkansas to

a white man. My mother was an Indian and my father was a white man. I

do not remember my grand mpther and grand father. My grand father was a

white man and my grand mother was an Indian. My mother told me that my

great grand father and great grand mother were Indians. The information

I hnITe on 4. 11is point comes wholly from my mother and that is all tie in-

formation I have I know that my daughter was married in the Nation but

I don* know whther she was married according to the Choctaw laws or not.

She was married to a white man. My husband is living. He has hever been

recognized as an Indian. I dont know what degree of Indian blood I have

but I was taught that my mother was a half breed.

J.E.Gresham. Wit. to mark. 	 Sarah CarrolL. X her mark.

Deposition of Nelson Colbert.

Nelson Colbert being duly sworn, upon his oath states; I am

about 68 or R9 years old. I live up here in the Chickasaw Nation and

have been living out there about 20 odd years. I. have been in this coun

try sinee the Indians first moved out here from Mississippi and I came

with them. I was not with the firsT. Chickasaws that came. I came from

Monroe County, Mississippi. I was owned by Daugherty Colbert. I am about

one half Indian and the other half is negro. I was held as a slave in

the state of Mississippi. I know the Kemps and know some of them in Mis-

sissippi. I also know the youngest of then here. They were Chdickawaw I -

dians in Mississippi and were recognized as such. I did not know the Os-

horns  there. I id not know Caroline Kemp there but I knowed Levi Kemp

and some of his children, I knew Jackson Kemp, Joel Kemp and Billy Kemp,

also Rueben Kemp, they were the boys. I did not know the Homers back ther

I did not know Judge Everidge back there. 1 have known Mrs.Carroll about

fourteen years. The first I knew of her was up here about Stonewall. I

dont know of my own personal knowledge that she is an Indian, but she has

always claimed ever since I have known her to be a Choctaw and Chickasaw

both.
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Cross examination by Mr.Hailey.

I lived in the eastern prt of the Choctaw Nation when I first

came out here but I did not get acquainted with Mrs.Carroll the mother

of Mrs.Coppedge until I came up here, to the Chickasaw Nation. I dont

know whether the Kemps are related th them only what they said. I never

knew them in Mississippi. I never heard any body excepting themselves

say theywere Indians. I dont think they do consider the Coppedges and

Carrolls as Indian s in the community where they live. I dont know the

Homers.

Re-direct by Mr.Ralls.

I never heard any one say any thing about what they were.

Witness to mark. J.E.Gresham. 	 Nelson Colbert. X his mark.

Deposition of Lydia Coreert.

Lydia Colbert being duly sworn upon her oath states; I am 66

years old and live at Stonewall, I.T. I have been in the Indian Terri-

tory, ever sine I could remember. I was a slave in Mississippi and was

owned by Jencx Perry. He was a half bree Choctaw. I was raised among the

Choctaws. I knew one Homer family, it was Bill Homers family, they were

Choctaws and were so recognized by the Choctaw people. I knew the Kemps

and they were recognized by the people as Chickasaws, I also knew Caro-

line Kemp and she was a Chickasaw. I have known Mrs.Carroll 15 years.

I got acquainted with her at Stonewall. She claimed to be part Choctaw

andpart Chickasaw by blood. She has claimed that ever since I have known

her. I would say from her gene-al appearance that she has Indian blood

in her veins. I know Polly Black, she lives upon Red Pork, she is married

now and her husband is named Dick. Her post office is Stonewall. I have

not seen her but twice since last September.

Cross Examination.

have known Mrs.Carroll and Mrs.Coppedge about fifteen years.
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I know the Homers and it is the same family that Wiley belongs to. Wi-

ley Homer is not a negro. He lives at San Bois. I know Bill Homer and he

is a white man. I know the Kemps. They say they are related to the Cop-

pedges and Carrolls. I only know they are related by what Mrs.Carroll

and cousin Pony says. (cousin Polly is Polly Black) The Kemps  I only

know to be Indians by hearsay. I have seen white women a good many of

them that looked more like Indians than Mrs.Carroll.  I did not know any

thing about any of the Carrolls or Coppedgos until they came to my com-

munity.

Re-direct examination.

Tandy Walker and other Indians up where we live recognize Mrs.

Carroll as an Indian.

Recross examination by Mr.Hailay.

1 never heard Tandy Walker say she was an Indian.

Re-direct.

I heard Tandy Walker sai that Mrs.Carroll looked just like his

grand mother and his grand mother was an Indian.

Witness to mark. J.E.Gresham. 	 Lydia Colbert. X/ hermark.

Deposition of C.M.Coppedge.

C.M.Coppedge, being duly sworn upon his oath states; My age is

43 years, I live three miles west of Owl, in the Choctaw Nation. I have

lived in the Choctaw Nation I believe 19 or 20 years. I am a white man

and Alice Coppedlle is my wife, whom I married on the 15th,' day of August

1880, we were married by Judge Everidg under license procured from flio

0 -lurk ,,,-7 t',' filird District of the Choctaw Nation. He was an Indian

(witness is here handed paper which he says is the marriage certificate

Procured on the above accasion) I mailed the marriage license back to

thecierk from whom 1 got it. I do not know what became of the marriage

/ q-1

 
icense. It has never been returned to me. (Here the certificate of mar-

riage is introduced as evidenee and attached to this deposi 'ion marked
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exhibit A.) My wife was a garner when I married her. She had been married

before and before she married Mr.Garner she was a Carroll. I got a Choc-

taw license to get married under because all the Indians down there re-

cognized my wife as a Choctaw. I have lived in the Choctaw Nation ever

since I was married with the exception of two years I lived in the Chick-

asaw Nation. I have lived in the Choctaw at i on 19 or 20 years. I am now

living in the Choctaw Nation and have five children, na 4 ed Lula, Anna,

Willimm, Saphronia and Alfey. Lula is married to B.P.Rushiric; and they

are residing in the Choctaw Nation and have two children named Roy and

Raymond. Rushing is a white man. I have met a great many Indians since I

have lived 'ere with my wife and they always take her to be an Indian and

often ask her if she is a Choctaw or Chickasaw. I think from my wifes

looks arid general annear4n(!te that phe 01P-4,1 to he an Indian and it has

alw2ys been my understanding that she is such, and the clerk of the Choc

taw Courts for the Third District issued the lieerse and

rm J ec;es nin -

Exqination by Mr.hailey.

I 	t '17r license in Kiamitia County. My wife had not been liv-

ing in that neighborhood more than a year whan I asked for a license.

did not have a petition signed by the requisite number of citizens, I

lust went to them and asked them for the license and then I took that

license to Judge Everidge and he married us without asking any questions

at all. I do not know what became of the records in that case. My wife

had been married once before to a man by the name of Garnet 11 ,/t her form-

er husband was dead. I lived in the Chickasaw Nation 2 years. My chil-

dren were all born there I have paid a permit in the Choctaw Nation,

two I think. They have not called on me lately.

Re-direct.

When I got this license from the clerk I am not positive

whether I took the oath or not. I dont remember whether he asked me any
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questions more than the name of the girl. I think he issued the license

to me without administering the oath. This clerk was the one that held

the office just before George Oaks,

C.M.Coppedge.

Exhibit A.

This is to certify that I have this day united in the bonds of matrimony

Mr.C.M.Coppedge and Miss Alice Garner according to law. This the 15th.

day of Au. 1880. Joel W.Everidge. Suprelle Judge, 3rd. Judicial Dist. C N

Deposition of Alice Coppedge.

Alice Coppedge being dult sworn states on oath; My age is 39

years, an  1 was going by the name of Alice Garner on the 15th. day of

August, 1880. Joe Garner, a white man was my first husband and he was

dead at the time 	 my marriage to Mr.Coppedge. I remember the time Mr.

Coppedge went to the clerk of the county and got the license. The Indians

recognized me as an Indian at the time of my marriage 4- o Mr.Coppedge. all

the Indians I meet take me to he an Indian. I heard Mr.Ccppedtle s testi-

mony about my grand children and it is correct. I have always understood

that I was an Indian and always have been a Choctaw and Chickasaw. I got

this from my mother that is all I know about it just what my mother told

me and what the Indians did by my looks. I dont know Why they do it, but

they do do it.

Cross examination by Mr. pailey.

was born near the line on the Arkansas side. I dent know

whether I was married according to the Choctaw laws or not.  I dont know

any thing about it only what you have bee.-1, from my husband. Myself nor

none of my children drew no money from the late payment because we did

not try. We had always been very poor and had no money and did not try

to draw any money. Myself nor husband never made application to counsel

for admission and all 1 know about being an Indian is what my mother said

never have participated in any Indian payment.

Alice Coppedge.
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In the U n 21t9d States court in the Indian Territory.

United States of America,

Central District.

I, James E.Gresham, a Notary Public, within and for theCentral

District of the Indian Territory do hereby certy that the depositions

of the witnesses Sarah Carroll, Nelson Colbert, Lydia Cornert, C.M.Cop-

pedge and Alice Coppedge were taken before me at the time and in the plae

e and in the action mentioned in the caption and that before testifying

each of said witnesses was duly sworn that the evidence they should give

in this cause should ho the truth, the IN4o]e truth and nothing but the

truth, and that each of their statements were reduced to writing by me in

their presence and was read to and subscribed by them in my presence and

that the plaintiff was present in person and by attorney, J.G.Ralls and

the defendant was represented by W.E.Hailey, at the takingof said depo-

sitions.

Given under my hand and official seal this I3th. day of July

1897.

Seal. 	 James E.Gresham. Notary Public.



In the United. States Court for the Central District of the
Indian Territory. Sitting at South McAlester.

C. 1. Coppedge, Plaintiff.

No. 177 	 vs. 	 Petition for app eal and. order allowing

Cho ct,,, w Nation , Defendant. 	 same.

Comes now the above named plaintiff and shows that he rt . -s

plaintiff in the above entitled. action and. in said action was an appli-

cant for membership, by intermarriage, in the Choctaw Nation, and. that

on tic 19th day of January, 1898 a final judgment and decree was render-

ecl against him in said action, denying him the right to membership in

the said Choctaw Nation, and. deeming himself aggreived by said decree

and. judgment hereby appeals from sai d. decree and. judonent , to the Supreme

Court of the United States, and files herewith his assignment of errors

upon which he bases his riht of appeal.

\Therefore plaintiff pr ays that his appeal be allowed, and that

a transcript of the record, proceedings and. papers upon which said de-

cree and. judgment was made, duly authenticated , may be sent to the

Supreme Court of the United States of America.

This 20th day of October A. D. 1808.

(SIGNED) Joseph G. Rails

Attorney for the plaintiff.

The foregoing petition for appeal is allowed, and bond for costs

fixed. at One hundred, dollars,

This Oct. 20th, 1898.

(SIGNED) Mi. H. H. Clayton,

Judge of the United States Court

for .the Central DistrIct of the Ind. Ter.



In the United States Court for the Central District of the

Indian To 	 Sitting at South McAlester.

C. M. Coppedgc, plaintiff

:To. 177 vs. 	 Bond on appeal.

Choctaw nation, defendant.

Know all men by these presents that we C. M. ComJedge as
principal and 	 and L. W. Bryan as sureties, are
hald and firmly bound unto the Choctaw Nation, the above named defend-
ant, in the full and just sum of One Hundred dollars, to be paid
to the Choctaw Nation, its certain attorneys, administrators and
e xecutors: to which payment well and truely to be made we bind our
selves, our heirs, executors and administrators, jointle - and severall
by these presents.

Sealed with our seals and dated this the 20th day of October in
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety eight.

I:Therms, lately at the court of the United States Court for the
Central District of the Indian Terri t ory, in a suit dcpendin 7 in the
said Court, between C. M. Cop: -)edge plaintiff against the Choctaw ration
defendant a decree was rendered against the said C. N. Coppedge and
the said. C. TT. Copi)edge having ohtained a. 	 and filed a copy
thereof in the Clerk's of -ice of said Court, to reverse the said decree
in the aforesai' suit, end a ci -Litation directed to the said Choctaw
Nation, citing and admonishing it to be and. appear at a session of the
Supreme Court of the United States of America to be holden at the City
of Washington on the 	 day of Novenber A. D. 1898.

Now thee ondition of The Aave -olligation is gulch, that if the
said C N. Coppedge shall prosecu te his qp]eel to effect, and answer all
danagee and costs, if he fails to mace his said plea good, then the abobe
obligation to be void, otherwise to remain in full force and virtue.

(SIGNED) C. Y. Coppedge
by his attorney

Sealed a7, ,d delivered in the presence of 	
(SIGNED) Joseph G. Rail.

(Giomp) r. N. Lindly 	
(SIGNED) L. W. Bryan.

Approved by
(SIGNED) WM. H. H. Cl yton

Judge of the United States
Court for the Central District
of the Ind. Ter.

this 25th day of Oct.1898



In tile United States Court for the Central District of the

ml an Territory, Sitting at South McAlester.

C. M. Coppedce, plaintiff

Ito. 177 	 v:;. 	 As-ignment of errors.

Choctaw Nation, defendant.

The plaintiff in this action, in connection with his appeal, 'Imes

the following assignment of errors, w:lich he avers occurred upon the

trial of this cause and the rendition of the t cree.

First. The Court in rendering a decree against he pla

Second i The Court erred in rendering any judzment herein for the

reason that there had never been filed any appeal allowed from the

judaaent of the Camission to the Five Civilized Tribes, and t

court had no jurisdiction to render any judgment  in the absence dif such

appeal.

Third. The Court erred in declaring the law to be that the failure

of the plaintiff to take the oath of allegiance to the Choctaw Nation

and file a petition signed_ o ten Choctaw citizens by blood, at the time

he obtaibed his marriage license from the Choctaw Nation, debarred

him of the right to memi& rship in the Choctaw Tation, by intermarriage

and enrollment as such member. To which action of the Court in so de-

claring the law the plaintiff then and there duly excepted in open

Court and still excepts.

Fourth. The Court erred in not submitting the issues herein to

a jury.

( SIG:TED) Joseph G. Palls,

At 	 for the plaintiff.



In the United States Court for the Central District of the

Indian Territory. Si .t•..ing at South McAlester.

C. T.:. Copped.B, plaintiff

no. 177 	 vs 	 Cit at ion.

Choctaw Nation , defendant.

The United States of Ametic a: SS

To: ithe Choctaw Nation, Greeting:

171-MEAS, C 	 C oppedg e

lately  appealed to the Supreme Court for the Unit ed State s of America

frcri a decree and judgment lately entered in the United State s Court for

the Central District of the Indian Territory. , made in favor of you,

the said Choctaw 1Tation, :Ind have filed the security requir e d by law:

YOU .A.211 TIEMFORE, cited to appear before the Supre e Court of the

United State s of America, at the City of Washington within thirty days

from this date.

Witness my hand this the Zth day of October, A. D. 1398.
2

(raG1171D) 1:712.. H. H. Clayton

Judge of the United State s Court
for the Central District of the Ind.

Ter.

service of the abote cittation is hereby waived thisOct. 25th, 1908

Choctaw Nation,

By. James H. Shgckelford
it Attorney



UNITED STATES.A1 7-1*T'ICA, cscloo••

TEE PRESIDT2TT OF THE UNITED STATES OP .ALEnTlICA,

To The Honorable judges of the United States

Court in the Indian Territory.

GREETING:

ATIEEREAS, lately in the United Mates Court in the Indian T erritory

before you, or some of you, in a cause betwenn C. M. Coppedge, plaintiff,

and. the Choctaw Nat ion, defendant wherein the de cree of the said

United States Court, entered in said cause on the 19th day of January,

A. D. 1398 was in favor of the said defendant, The Choctaw Nation,

and against the said plaintiff.

(IITSIDE)

as by the inspection of the transcript of the record of the said United

St ate s Court,  which was brought into the Supreme Court of t he United

States -by virtue of an appeal 	 eably to the act of Congress , in such

case made and provided, full and at large appears.

AND VEDTREAS, in the present term of October, in the year of Our

Lord one thousand ei:ht hundred and ninety eight, the said cause came

on to be heard before the said Sup -L- 071e Court, and on tlic said. transcript

of record, and was argued by sounsel:

ON CONSIDERATION 7Th2HEOF, it is now here ordered., and decreed by

this Court that 'he decree of the said United States Cuurt in this cause

be, and. the same is hereby affirmed with costs: and that the said de-

fendant, The Choctaw Nation, recover. against the plaibtiff, C. M. Cop-

pe dge , Twenty dollars for its costs heroin expended. and have °nee Llt ion

therefor. 	 May 15, 1399.

(Reverse

You, t herofore, are hereby C 0 ET anded. that such 0.-;:eCtiOil and proceedings

be had in said cause.lx as according to right and justice, and. the laws

of the United States, ou7ht to be had, the said appeil no _withstanding.

TITITESS the Honorable EIfIvrILLE VI. FULL.ER, Chief Jw.tice of the

United States, the 1:-)th day of August, in the year of our Lord one



thou rand eight hundred and ninety nine.

11';2 .00
0()• -

COTS OP dcienciant
Clerk Paid

Attorney

(SIGNED) James H. LiblUnney
Clerk of the Suprme Court of t,ho

United State s.



C. M. Coppedge

vs.

Cli 0 Ct aw ration

Plf%

Jeft.

Answer to :Rule.

Comes no -- J. H. Gordon, one o: the attorneys for defendant

and in answer to the rule by this Court made on the 17th day of January

1898 upon respondent, and J. G. Rails and the Cle rk of this Court

the production of the original depositions in this cause says upon

oath That he has not seen said depositions since the let day of November

1808. That he has no 1:nowlede of the present whereabouts of said

depositions. That he has made diligent search for said depositions

in his office and 1-omm since the issuance of th order herein and has

been unable to discover them. Affiant further shows o the Court

that he is open tox inspection as are his apartments.

(SIG:TED) J. H. Gordon.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 10th day of Jany. 1808.



United States of America,

Indian Terri t ory,

Central District.

In the United States Court in the Indian Territory, Central District

at a term thereof begun and held at South McAlester, in the Indian Terri

tory, on the 25th day of August, 1897, present the Hon. H. E. Clay-

ton, judge of said Court:

Whereupon the following proceedings were had, to-wit:

C. M. Cop,)ede

vs. 	 No. 177

The Choctaw Nation.

It is order by the Court that the plaintiff and defendant

be allowed 30 days in which to t  kc testimony herein.

And whereas, -

On the 19th day of January, 1898, the same being a regu-

lar day of said term of Court, the following proceedings were had,

t o-wit :

C. M. Coppedr:e

Judgement. 	 No. 177

The Choctaw Nation.

On this 19th day of January, 1898, this cause cane on t o be a r d

and the Court having heard all the evidence for plaintiff and defendant

and having seen and. heard tia pleadings and being well and. sufficiently

advised in the premises, finds,- ldt. That t he plaintiff, C. M.

Coppedge, applied to f,he Conalission to the Five Civilized. Tribes to be

admitted as an interraa,rried. Choctaw citizen, and that he was by said

Commission admitted as such, and. the defendant, Choctaw Nation, took its

appeal from said. decision of said. Com ission to this Court in due

time and appealed as to the said. C. H. Coppedge alone. 2nd. That said

C. H. Cop,,ed.7e has resided in the Choctaw Nation for the past twenty

years and is a white man, and now residing herein the Choctaw Nation.

That on the 15th day of August 1890, he was married to one Mrs. Alice

Gardner, nee Alice Carroll, by judge Everidge, who vp.s a duly authorized

officer of the Choctaw Nation to perform said_ marriage ceremony.



3rd. That prior to said marriage said C. M. Coppedge procured a Choctaw

Marriage License from the duly authorized officer to issue sane. And

that said C. M. Coppedge was a single man at the time of said marriage

as was said Alice Gardner, n.ee Alice Carroll. 4th.- That said. Alice

Gardner, nee Carroll was and is a Choctaw Indian by blood, and residing

in the Choctaw Nation, and said Coppedge is still living with her.

5th.- That said C. M. Coppedge at the time he procured the said marriage

license did not file with the officer issuing the same, and. had no

petition to his good. moral character, and said. C. M. Coppedge has

never taken the oath of allegiance as required by the laws of the Choc-

taw Nation. 17hereupon the Court declares the law to be that by

reason of his failure to procure the said petition and to take the

said oath of allegiance, as required. by the laws of the Choctaw Nation

said marriage dir', not confer citizenship in th.e Chx taw Nation upon the

said C. M. Coppedge andmr, that by reason of said facts is not entitled

to e enrolled as a member by inte rinarriT e of t he Choctaw Nation.

To which declaration of law, the def: ndant there and there in open

Court duly excepted.

It is therefore ordered, decree and_ adjudged by the Court

that the plaintiff, C. M. Copped.ge , is not a member of t he Chocta w

Nation, and that he take nothing by this suit, and that the judgment

cif the Commis ion to the Five Civilized Tribes, be and is reversed,

and that the defendant, Choctaw Nation, have and recover of the said

plaintiff, C. M, Coppedge, its cost herein laid. out and. expended, for

all of which let execution issue, to which judgment, the plaintiff

then enci, there in open Court duly - excepted.

And, whereas 7 -

On Monday, Oct. 24, 1808, the same being a regular day

of said tenn of Court, the following proceedings were had, towit )

C. N. Coppedge et al.

vs. 	 No. 177

Choctaw- Nation.

On this dezr comes the claimants herein by 46:ileir attorney and pre-
]

sent 4,1/4petition prayin - an appeal in this caude to the Supreme Court of



the United States, which petition is ordered filed , and the saLie

hereby granted. Also at the same time presents his assignments of error

which is ordered filed.



IN THE CHOCTAW AITD CHICKASAW CITIalITSHIP COURT, IN

TI INDIAN TERRITORY, AT SOUTH Lic=ST 14h

C. N. 	 Plaintiff.
)(

-vs- 	 0 	 Writ of Error.
0

CHOCTAW NATION 	 0
CHICKASAW NATION, 	 Def ondairt

To Edward. J. Fannin, Clerk of the United States Court,

for the Central District of the Indian Territory.

=FAS On the 2nd day of Oct., ;1002, a petition for appeal

was filed in this Court, by C. M. Coppedge, as plaintiff against the

Choctaw and. Chickasaw Nations, as defendant; and,

'WHEREAS: By the allegations of said petition it appeals that

a judgment was rendered. in the United States Court, at South

McAlester, on the 10 day of January, 1808, rejecting the said C. M. Cop-

pedge and denying his right to be enrolled as a member by intermarriage

of' the Choctaw Tr '_be of Indian s; and

WIMEAS: By virtue of section 32 of a certain Act of Cong-

ress entitled, "An Act to ratify an. agreement with the Choctaw and

Chickasaw Tribe of Indi ans , and for other purposes,"

approved July 1, 1002, this Court was given jurisdiction over uch

judgments, and the rir;ht of appeal was therein r;iven to persons against

—hom judgments were rendered in citizenship cases.

You are, therefore, hereby corvanded to forward, u-ider your

proper certificate and official seal, a copy of said judgment, together

with all files, papers and proceedings in said. cause with :/ou: . return

of this cittation, arid this you will do within ten days from this

date.

\VETT:SS the Honorables, Spencer B. Adams, Henry S. Foote

and Walter L. Weaver, Judges of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship

Court, on this the 2nd day of October, 1902.

(SIGEED) Janes B. Cassada
(SEAL) 	Clerk



Unit ed. State s of America.
Indian Territ ory,
Cent ral District .

I, Edward J. Fannin, Clerk of the United. St ate s Court for the

Central District of the Indian Territory, do hereby certify that the

papers hereto attached are the papers that .yere filed in my office as

such clerk, the the cause of C. M. Cop3)edge vs. the Choctaw and Chickasaw

Nations, and the cop: - of the judgment and proceedings hereto att ached

is a true end corect copy of th judgment and proceddings rendered

in said causelx, and that this is my return to the above and foregoinr,

writ of error, service of which is hereby 	 aived.

Witness my hand and official seal at South McAlester,

Indian Territory, on this the 9 day of October, 1902.

(SIGNED) 	 E. J. Fannin,
Clerk of United States Court.



DEPARTMENT 0 JUSTIC E.

OFFICE 07 CLERK, UNITED STATES COURT.

Central District of Indian Territory.

So. MCA_ ester, Oct. 13th, 1002.

Hon. James B. Cassada,

Clerk Choctaw and Chickasaw

Citizenship Court,

South McAlester/ I. 7.

Dear Sir:—

I]nclosed here7ith I hand you the following original

Papers in case No. L77, C. H. Coppedge Vs. the Choctaw Nation, together

- ith a transcript of the record entries as follows to-wit:—

A-yolication for enrollment before the Caramission

to the Five Civilized Tribes.

Answer of Choctaw Nation to claim of C. M. Coppedge for

Choctaw Citizensship.

3 • 	 Decision of the Canlission.

4. 	 Notice of appeal to the UniteC. States Court by the Choctaw

Nation.

5 	 Pett, ion f r appeal by Choctaw Nation from Decision of

the C onyais si on.

SUM 0 11 S •
Motion. of Coppedge to dismiss appeal.
Depositions.

,)
	 0
	

Answer of Rails and Gordan to rule of Court to produce

Depositions.

10 	 Petition for appeal by C. M. Coppedge to Ellpree Court of the

United States.
11 	 Assignment of errors.

1° 	 Citation.

13 	 Bond for kTeal.

14 	 Mandate from Supreme Court of tire- United States.
.• 	 •

15
	

Transcript of the proceedings had i# the United States

Court for the Central District of the Indian Territory.

I also return writ of error issued out of your court with ny return



a ccepting service.

Kdnal -,27 acknowledEc receipt of above apers

very respectfully
)

S I GYM ) E. J. Fannin, Clerk,
Cent. Dist. I. T.
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C. 1I. Coppedge,

vs. 	 3Jo. 177 	 Dawes Colt. iTo. 705.

Choctaw Nation.

The original application, in this case, was for C. M. CoppedEe

alone, as an intermarried citizen, and the decision of the Dawe

Commission as to him, alone, admitting him as an intermarried

citizen. 	 The appeal was taken by the defendant, the Choctaw Nation,

as to C. N. Coppedge only, whereas there is filed with the papers

what purports to be an amended petition praying for the admission

to citizenship of C. It. Coppedge, as an intermarried citizen, and

the following as citizens by blood:

"His wife, 011ie Coppedge, and his children, Lula Rushing,

nee Coppedge, Anna Coppedge, Thomas Coppdge, Sephona Coppedge

and Affy Copped,;e, and his two gand children, Roy *Pushing and.

'Pa3rmond ushing. -

The first paper in the case in which "et al' is EvIded to tho

name of C. 	 Coppedge, making it read making it reas "C. M. Coppedge,

et al", in the above mentioned petition. There is 7 howe -er, a pencil

endorsement, "C. TT. Coppedgem et al. vs Choctaw Nation, " on what

purports to be the appplication made to the Dawes Commis;lion, but

as it has the Central DIA rict Court number atrove it, there can

be no contention that the case was originally designated in this

manm r

From an examination of the duplicate application

and *It judgment of the Court herein, it is hard to reconcile tl -,e

stateme-ts above with the facts as shown by said duplicate application

and judgment.



C 7' • Coppedge

xxxxxxotx vs. No. 177, judgment, Cent. Dist. Jan. 19 1898.

Choctaw  Nation.

On this 19th day of Jaruary, 1898 this cause cac

on to be heard sand the Court having 11:;.ard all the evidence for

plaintiff and defendant and having seen and heard the pleadings and

being well and sufficiently advised in the premises finds.

• First. That the plaintiff, C. N. Coppedge applied to

the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes to b admitted as an inter-

married Choctaw citizens, and that he was by said Commission

admitted as such, ancl the defendant, t7'. - e Choctaw Nation took ltd appeal

from the decision of said Commission to this court in due time, and

appealed as to said C. • Coppedge alone.

Second. 	 That said C. M. Coppedge has reeled in the Choctaw

Nation for the procbdcoot last past 20 years and is a white man and

now residing in the Choctaw Nation. That on the 15th y of

August, 1890 he was married to on Mrs,. Alice Gardner, nee Alice

arroll, by a Judge 	 eridge, who was aduly authorized officer of the

Choctaw Nation to perform said marriage cerimony.

Third. That prior to the said marriahe CM. Coppedge pro-

cured his Choctaw Marriage license from the duly authorized officers

to issue same, and that C. • C ppedge was a single man at the time

of said marriage, as was said alice Gardner, nee Alice Carroll.

Fourth. Tat said Alice Gardner, nee Alice. )t_ Carroll was and

is a Choctaw Indian by blood, and residing in the Choctaw Nation,

and said. Coppedge is still living with her.

Fourth. 	 That C. N. Coppedge at the time he procured the

said marriage license did not file with the officer issuing the same

abd had no petition as to his good moral character, and said C.

Coppedge has never taken the oath of allegience as required by

the laws of the Choctaw Nation.

Whereupon, the court declares the law to be that by reason

of his falure to procure said petition and take the said oath of



allegience as required by law of the Choctaw Nation, said Marriage

did not confer citizenship in the Choctaw Nation upon the said C. .

Coppedge Fill that he by rea:“”i of said f-cts is not entitled to be

enrolled as a member by intennrariage, of the C' octal', Nation.

To which declaration of law the defendant then and

tIrre is open court duly excepted.

It is therefore ordered, decreed an:1 adjudged by the court

that the a plaintiff C. . Coppe C,r e is not a member of the Choctaw

Nation, and that he take nothirv, by this suit, and that the judg ent

o f the Commis on to the Five Civilized Tribes be and is reversed,

and that the defendant, the Choctaw Nation 1-ave and recover of

said plaintiff, C. . Coppedge its costs herein laid out and ex-

pended for allof which let execution issue, to which judgment the

plaintiff then and there is pen court duly excepted.



LAW' OFFICES OF

11ANSF171.0 9 1.1c107114Y & comri- sH.
South McAlester, -Indian Territory, October 31, 1902.

mr. James B. Cassada,
Clerk Chocta7 and Chickasaw Citizenship Court,

South McAlester, Indian Territory,

Dear Sir:

Please inform us whether in the cases of J. T. arhal v s.

1011114the Choctaw Nation, Eliza A. Alexander vs. the Choctaw Nation ane
11111W-

C. 11.11O5pedge vs. the Choctaw Nation, summons has been  i4714Pd in each

case to be served upon both Green McCurtain, Principal Chief of the

Choctaw Nation and Palmer S. Ebsely, Governor of the Chic':asaw Nation,

and also whether the summons if issued against both have been returned

served in all cases.

Very re- c 'ully,

Dic tat ed •



SotIth MoAles'or, indian Territory, January, 6th, 19W.

Honora"ol J. r, Pails,

Atoka, Iudiati Torritorzi.

Dr Sir:-

1!!;J hc!rewith register you, by today's mail, copies of,‘ 

our deurreri:, to appallants' p ,Jtitions in the cassp of

Ola ay MoPherren, jcsia'A T. Mars*al, ad C. V . . Copredge.

Vary r,,:spectfully,

Iiictated.
"Fnclosure.



South hcAlester,Indian Torritory,February 26th,1903.

Hon.T.C.Walk r,

Stonea411,I.T.

M-3:-,r Sir:-

In the C.1.Coppedge case--which has been transferred to the Cit-

izenship Court for tpial--Yelson and Lydia Colbel- t gave testimony in the

shape of affidavits and depositicrs l copies of whicl, I enclose op.

Any information you can give us in regard to these two titnesses,thoir

reputation for truth and veracity l their Leans of knowing that about which

they have testified l and any other facts of which you may be in possession

inI-egai'd to the aitnesses,wiLl be greatly appreciated by us l and Jill no

doubt be of service to th Nations. If you know any facts about the case

we would also be glad to have you communicate the same to us.

Thanking you in advlqi,cc for an early reply,we are as alwaus,

Your friends,



CE AWFORD St, McKEOWN,

ROLLOW BUILDING,

.4a-rot: N RIC'S NATION A I. CL.1A r -

I 1VG HOUSE.

NIA R'r I NDA L. W.,

ME:I-2CANT II.E ADJTJSMET2  .

N . 0. LYON N & CO.

MEN CAN'fl 1-11:: AG ENCY.

NO.   Mch. 3, 1903.AD A, IN D. U21 4 :1.t.

71c7urray A lorni3h, Attys.
South Mc Calister I. T.

Enclosed you will find the affidavits of Nel;.,on and Lydia Colbert in
the mater of C. M. coppedage claimani, is 7loctav Citizen. We had t o go
to their place I took a rotary 	 me there and you will st;t1 'nat theyxw
said n the matter and stated futher that they were -rill±nr , to ro on and
swaer that that they had never made an7 such affidavits e- en""Pe4 P

claimed that they made at any timr and place that you mi ht desire them to
I think what we have here vill be 	 about what you want. They made this
statemtnt before several(1 -..1sint;emted )arties, I took an Atty. with me w
who Is a Notary, we had poo- T,,Pars et the place where we were to take
the affidavits but think they will answer your purpose. Then I can assist
you call on me. 

Your Friend,

V-- .

Per. J. D. 



South. McAlester,Indian Territory, March 5, l03.

Honorable T. C. Walker,

Stonewall, Indian Ter;itory,

Der Sir anL Friend:

We aro just Ir. receipt of your letter of Narch 3,

1903, enclosing affidavit from Lydia Colbert and Nelson Corrert

in tie matter of the aprlication of C. 7. Coppeg ,:i for ci,-

zenshiy in the Choctaw Nation.

We assure you your prompt attention to this mater

is appreciated in the highest measure, and will be of much

srvice to the Chickasaw and Choctaw nations.

The rurrose of this letter is to r;,quest that you

send us a statement of expenses involved in connection with

this 7ork, and we shall ,arld you our check Iromptl. Let the

statement of expenses include everything, f - oluding livery hire,

horse feed, hotel bills and Notary fees, as well a6 your on

time.

Please send us this at once and we shall ray it out

of the funds set asi de for that purpose.

With very best dishes, we are,

Your friends,



.-Iouth McAlester, Indian TCIT1tOr 	 rch Iv ; 1903q

Comission to thF, 71ve Civilized Tribes,

-:uskogee l Indian Terriory..

:lear Sirs:

Thc prrp sc 	 'is letter is to request that you advise

us by letter if eit3 - er Saral Carroll or Alice Coppedrre, or both,

are arplicants for errollTrynt as citizens of the Cboctaw or Chicka-

saw ratior-e.

The particular inform.ation we desire in mahinrr this

quiry :16 as to whether or not the ra 	 of either o ,'e, or both, of

these persons appear uPon any of the tribal rolls of the Choctaw

Mtion in your possession.

Trusting that we may have your earl:, roply furrising

us the information s we are,

Wry respectfully,



TAMS BIXBY.

THOMAS B. NEEDLES, 	 DEPARTMENT OF` THE INTEIRIOH,
C. R. BRECKINRIDCE,
W. F. STANLEY.	 COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 	Choctaw  3441.  ....

ALLISON L. AY LESWORTH.
SECRETARY

ADDRESS ONLY THE
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES.            "uskorree, Tidian Territory, 7 Tareh 20,1903.

Vnrsfield, McMUrray 	 Cornis1-.,

South McAlester, Indian Territory,

Gent le flier' :

'Receipt is hereby acknow1ed7ed of your letter of q roll 17,

askinr, if either Sarah Carroll or Alice rlop')ede, Cr both, are appli-

cants for enrollent as cithens of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations

and whether their names appear upon an  of the tribal rolls of said

nations in the possession of the Commission.

In reply to your letter you are advised that it apears

from our records that a SarPh Carroll, about ten :)/ ars old, daur-hter

of Condy and Adeline Carroll, was admitted to citizenship in  the

Choctaw Nation by a judr*ment of the rnited States Court for the Cen-

tral District of the -rndian Territory, rendered Aurrust 30, 1897, in

court case number 75 on the citizenship docket of said court. It fur-

ther appears thP-,t application was subsequently made for the enroll-

ment of this child as a citizen of the Choctaw Nation. It does not

appear that the name of this child is found on an of the tribal

rolls of the Choctaw Nation in the liossession of this Commission.

It does not appear that the name of Alice Cop-)edr-e is  found

on any of the tribal rolls of the Choctaw or Chickasaw Nation in the

possession of the Commission, nor does it appear that any application

... 	 .................



Respectful

Chairman.

&

has been made to this Comirdssian for her enrollment in either of said

nations.



indiarrritory, Lci fln03.

-- to 	 "tit re C,i-!"13.i7.,nr.3. Tril)01; )

Trirl.iTruaker.:(3'0 	 nn Tel$ -

:

-70  rc in roceit of ;-our letter

c73(
	 re221:,- to uur letter

r 19 0 5, in lijich you state t•aat neit1 -.Lel the

Sarah Carrpll nor Alice Coppedge aly:)en -r 	 the

t:ib7.7.,1 rolls of the cioc; av or \.,aidkaLlaw 	 in

pesm.”-.3cion; and that Alice Coppedge ia 1 	 an

llicnt for c.:iticyl3hip •efore /our 	 on at

thi3 ti:Ine in hoot au 	 Chic:7ka3ald

zIn(1 	 ot the only a raT arrOLl iho is an

Ic theel 	 1ter of UadJey and. Adoline Crrol-_.

t 	 years  old, and clains throush. aWAioLlion

..tricimt of the United : -:::ttes Court rendered at GGI!..th

17cAlostci on Augullt O, 1,:97 in ca.;le

i7c

The puooso of thir, lotte -.;* in to re -

crau 31.; tTu.t you ki ncily prepare 	 -J7orwar

the ccrtificate of the Conmission

. for V. 20 before the (!hoctaw

Very repect ui i"

7.:Aetatea.



        

Choctaw 3441. 1177 
C. .11°. 8RECKINRIDGE. -

COMMISSION TO THE FIVE 	 IZED TRIBES.              W. E. STANLEY.             

ALLISON L. AYLES WORTH.
SECRETARY.  

ADDRESS ONLY THE
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 26, 1903.

Mansfield, McMurray & Cornish,

South McAlester, Indian Territory,

Gentlemen:

Receipt is hereby acknowledgred of your letter of March 24,

acknowledging receipt of our communication of March 20, stating that

the names of Sarah Carroll and Alice Coppedge do not appear uoon the

tribal rolls of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations in the possession

of this Commission, that Alice Coppedge is not an applicant for en-

rollment to this Commission in either the Choctaw or Chickasaw Nation

and that the only Sarah Carroll who is an applicant for enrollment

in either of said nations is the daughter of Condy and Adeline Car-

roll, ten years old, who was admitted to such citizenship by virtue

of a judgment of the United States Court rendered at South McAlester,

on Aup!ust 30, 1897, in court case number seventy five. In conclusion

you ask that a certificate of these facts be prepared and forwarded

to you for use before the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court.

In reply to your letter you are advised that while it does

not appear from our records that any Sarah Carroll except the one

above referred to, is an applicant for enrollment in the Choctaw or

Chickasaw Nation, nor that Alice Coppedge is an applicant to this



Resoectfullj,

Chairman.

‘ii.t.4„er

lr

Commission for enrollment in either of said nations; neither does it

appear that the nanes of either of these persons are found on the

tribal rolls of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations in the possession

of the Commission, it does appear that Sarah Carroll, daughter of

Robert and E. D. Bell, and Annie Coppedge, daughter of William and

Elizabeth Howell,were applicants to this Commission for identifica-

tion as Mississippi Choctaws, and their applications have been refus-

ed by the Commission and its decision affirmed by the Secretary of

the Interior.

You are advised, however, that the Commission cannot make

certificate of these facts as requested by you.



Sow'. -—Lester, In(ian Territory, 7'ay 1, 193.

Goiqn.ission to the Pive Civilized Triloes,

Yuskog 	 Tr-ritor.".

Dear Sirs:

Under dam of7arch 20, 1003, you advisecl

:letter tl - t an examination of the tribal rolls of the Choctaw

and Chic , kasaw Nation; hnwed that the name of Alice C ppedge

did not apr+iar thereon; and that no application for Choctaw

or Chickasaw o;17,rshirl had been made to the COIrMi35A0 to

the Five Civilized Tribes under the act of June 10, 1896,

You also advised us in tho sa::le letter that an

exa-minatior of the tribal rolls of the Choctaw and (Thickasaw

Pations showed that the name of Sarah Carroll did not ap
..rear

t•oreon and that the onl .,v .person of this name who had made

a. 	 tion to the Conmission to the ive Civilized. Tribes

for enrollment Rs a citizen either of the Chotaw or Chickasaw

Nation was .Sarah Carroll, ...) years of age, daughter of Condey

and Adeline Carroll : admitted to citizenship by a judpment of

the United States. Court, for the Central Distri(-t, Indian

Territor:,,, , on August 3, 16W7, case numb-r

The purpose of this letir is to kindly request that

you prepare a cc;rtificate 2tating these fact 2 and furrli 	 the

sa!', e. to uo for use before • the Choctaw and Chicasaw citizenhip

Court in the case of C. 	 Copide -vs. Choctaw and Chicasaw

Natio ns.

This case will be ac J. 	 on. next ', T.ondi.a, 	 ay 4th, and



tis proof nu;bt be made and we respectfell urge that the

certificate be furnifAaPd 	 to that end by to-morrw

71ray, 21-1C, if posBibie.

Very respectfulli°,



. 	 Ant 	 ./litifirf11001` 11,4 10 irTh F IVE CI1TLIZE-5 TRIBES.

ALLISON L. AYLESWORTH,
SECREETARy.

ADDRESS ONLY THE
oomMISSION TO TRH FIVEr CIVIL-1W TRIBES

	

MuskorTe, Indian Territor, "vi'ay 8, 1903.

Mansfield, McMurray & Cornish,

South YcAlestti. , Indian Territory,

Gentlemen:

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of ;our letter of the first

instant, in which you state that under date of March 0, 1903, the

Commission advised you that from an examination of the tribal rolls

of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations in the possession of the Commis-

sion that the name of Alice Coppedge did not appear thereon; neither

did it appear that any application for citizenship in the Choctaw or

Chickasaw Nation had been made to this Commission by any person of

this name, under the provisions of the act of Congress of June 10,

1896; and further, that in the same letter you were advised that the

name of Sarah Carroll did not appear on the tribal rolls of the

Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations in the possession of the Commission and

that the only person of this name who had made application to the

Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes for enrollment in either the

Choctaw or Chickasaw Nation was Sarah Carroll, ten years of age,

daughter of Condey and Adeline Carroll, admitted to citizenship by

a judgment of the United States Court for the Central District of

Indian TerritorLT, on August 3, 1897, in court case number 7b.



M Mar & C 2

In concluding your letter yourequest that the Commission

prepare a certificate stating these facts and furnish the same for

your use before the Choctaw-Chickasaw Citizenship Court in the case

of C. Y. Coppedre against the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, which

Will be called on Monday May 4, 1903.

The Commission is unable to understand from your letter

just the character of the certificate you desire; whether to the ef-

fect that the names of Alice Coppedge and Sarah Carroll are not found

upon the rolls of the Choctaw or Chickasaw Nation in the possession

of this Commission, or a certificate to the extent of the statements

contained in your letter.

You are further advised that your letter was not delivered

at this office until the afternoon of May 4, 1903, and it was there-

fore impracticable to prei)are any certificate to be delivered within

the time requested in your letter.

The Commission has to advise that it is adverse to the is-

suance of any certificates showing that tht names of certain persons

are not found upon the tribal rolls of the Choctaw and chickasaw ra-

tions 	 and examination of these rolls for this purpose requires

considerable time, and as you are probably aware, it is often the

case that a person is identified on the tribal rolls under some other

name than the one 7iven. 	 We can appreciate your position in your

desire to obtain this information for use before the Choctaw-Chickasaw



Chairman.

Citizenship Court and would suggest, as a  more expeditious method,

that you delegate some person to this office authorized to examine

the tribal rolls, which will be furnished for inspection.

Respectfully, 4000,



Verv slieutfun

JOSEPH -4; RALLS,

ttrart,evr, atttr (g,aintz21,Ør,
ATOKA, IN D TE R.

reached '.ith riafet, , I will undertake 	 furnish you

tion hr .i•a;;;T of a more specific petiti on.

essrb. -au et 1 on Mcurry 	 Corni sh,

Attom ey-at-law„

outh 7,cA1efiter, 1.
v)eftr cid rs:

I have just received a letter 1 .formin, , 	thh.t the

childron of i. C. M. CoT ,pedfrie are :town with the oni--.1.1-pox in

the atite houtie where he I cz. "'he :etter was fron Mr. Copped_

hineelf, 5 lid he wanted to know H' he would better cone to trial.

	

ciJd nOt. hold the 3 etter in fay ha.n.d1.3 lonr, nog to _11re it 	 eccncl

readily, b -tzt have writtP.nhi that we do not, want hi:- arol,nd 1.1ft

the court, until he can 1ve a 1) ctorto certificEttt

that there 1E: no danger of ! 1a11pox. I am writinc the cov,rt,

thiecni1 I that r . Cc,pped, -,e will n	 e to he '.ere.

	vecr! tied. y ,-,t)r no ti c wi th rct;r4rd 0 rolkiag the Ccmn: 	 t

clef inite and certhirl, and as on at; *4'. Copped,:e can 'he

Lie i 1,1 or 4-
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