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Brownsr i l l e I . T . c$ept. 5. 

To the HO norable pawes commission, V i n i t a I . T . 

Dr S i r s : 

I he r ewi th hand you a f f a d a r i t s showing that Traai a descend­

an t of choctaw blood. But un fo r tuna t e ly for me, my p a r e n t s died 

when x w a s small and j grew up without educ t ion , and did mot know 

the n e o c s e s s i t y of keeping r e c o r d s , d a t e s , e t c . , and under adre.r-

s i t y and hard t imes and s c a r c i t y of money I hare been unafele to 

employ counc i l t ha t done? rap any good, a lx the a t t o r n e y s seem to 

care fbr i s to ge t my money and then J could not h e a r from tnera 

any more, t would then employ another and he would do l i k e w i s e . 

Now | am bound to qu i t them and make t n i s my l a s t appeal to you, 

a p l a i n s ta tement o i f a c t s , *fritch j tart sworn * a s o IWQ a f f a -

a a r i t s in support of same. The wi tnesses to the o r i g i n a l "Dar.id 

W derson who marr ied a HH1 blood Choctaw womaia. The p a r e a s t of 

jaraes #derson hare long since d ied , but | can prore by x i r i n g 

wi tnesses a l l t h a t has t r a n s p i r e d wi th in the memory of thosa 

l i v i n g . I hare g i r e n the names of tne farai.Lies oi Barid Anderson 

then james ^nderson one of which f i r s t marr ied a La r r ence , and 

af te rward married my f a t h e r , J°hn Orowson, so t h a t in looking 

oyer the record you can see a t l e a s t some of my r - e l a t i r e s are on 

the r o l l s . I d e s i r e you to examine the r ecord and i f ray a n c e s t o r s 

are recorded on the Choctaw r o l l s as hereby g i r e n I d e s i r e the 

i*\a-ii.<j of t ha t e r idence in support of my cairn to ^ndian blood. 

I f i hare no ind ian blood and no r i g h t s as suh, x do not d e s i r e 

any b e n e f i t s from sa id Choctaw Rat ion . T hare no money to t h o r ­

oughly search for a l l the de s i r ed *5rid©ror. i t has a l r e a d y cost 

ra« a l l th« surp lus i hare or can g e t . I am now f i f t y one ye^rs 

of age , and a c t able to make mors than a very soapt support for 

myself <fc famixy. I f i l e d c la imants affadar . i t betfre the Council 

a t Tushkahorama T.T, l a B ^ O but I was c a l l e d away as wi tness l a 

http://affadar.it


U„ R, Court a t ^ a r r i s and ould mot a t t e n d the ^©uadl whea i a sess l 

ion , u a t i l lafe y«tr, whea they claimed t h a t f had ©fr.fe.ited my 

cairn through neg l igence . I hare put i a a farm here i a Chickasaw 

Na t ioa andhav® l i r e d ©a i t for s e r e r a l y e a r s , mo o b j e c t i o n s hare 

been made fey the c i t i z e n s what©Ter0 They seem t© recoga ize ray 

r i g h t as a a a t i r e , I l i r e ©a i t free ©f rfets and have always 

cons idered myself uader and sub jec t t© the laws ©f the a a t i o a . 

I r e q u e s t you ©xamiae the rol.'ls.fff my a n c e s t o r s are the re i des 

re c ©gait i ea , 

Eespec t l wily 

A.J . Grows©a. 

http://�fr.fe.ited


o r i g i n a l 

Chickasaw ~M i@* 

County of -pickens I . T . 

I^efor® me the undersigned a u t h o r i t y t h i s day p e r s o n a l l y 

appeared Bud Axley -*h© being by me f i r s t duly sworn ©n h i s ©ath 

says . That he has/ bees acquain ted with A.J . ^r©wson and h i s 

people about fo r ty four y e a r s , and t h a t i t h« s been my under­

s tanding a l l t h i s t ime, through the family h i s t o r y t h a t > . J . 

Growson was the son of Sa l ly ^r©ws©n. H er f a t h e r was James 

Anderson, who was g e n e r a l l y kn©wn and cons idered by a l l family 

h i s t o r y t h a t sa id Taraes nderson was a h a l f breed ghoctaw Tndian 

T i s inf©rmati®n was taught me by hea r ing ©Id people t a l k of tibe 

h i s t o r y of the ndorsoxs and t h e i r descendants , a l l ray l i f e , , 

And i t has always been understood t h a t they were @f Tndi*« blood. 

That q a l l y nrows@n, the mother of A««T« Orowson was a daughter of 

s a id James Anders on, 
his 

Bud X Axley 
mark 

Swon to and subscr ibed to before me t h i s 4 th day of Sept A#B, 

1896* 

G.W. Crump, 

Notary public 

Southern district 

(SEAL) Tnd. Tor. 



H 

Original. 

Chickasaw Hatie* 

County of Pickens T,T. 

Before rae the undersigned a u t h o r i t y t h i s day p e r s o n a l l y 

appeared E. 0o Uhitehnndtwho being by rae f i r s t duly sw©ra en h i s 

• a t h says : That J*hn ^a r rence and myself belonged te the 4th 

Regiment Cherokee ^©lunteer Garalry dur ing the war ef 1861-5 and 

was wel l acquain ted with him, j hare heardhim sgrs, t h a t he was a 

sen of ^ a l l y and Tames j a r r e n c e and a l s e heard him say t h a t he 

had a h a l f b r o t h e r by the name ©f L.J. C u t m , I heard t he 

s a i d John -rarrence say t h a t h i s mother was a qua r t e r roon 

Chectaw T ndian . p-e had the appearance ©f an T ndian and i t was 

goe ©ra l ly understood end b e l i e r e d fey sa id regiment t h a t s a id John 

Larrence was p a r t nh©ctaw T ndian . La^er ©n j became acqua in ted 

wi th hus sa id h a l f b r o t h e r A. J. Hrowson in 1860, j can see the 

far©r, aiad they hare the faxnnx appearance ©f ha r ing T nd ian 

b leed . I know t h a t a l l the oldpeople *h© spoke of the Larrence 
tj — 

family gene ra l l y understo©d Al l f T a r r«nce to be q u a r t e r ^hoctaw 

Ind ian , and . hMf i t i s g e n e r a l l y understood in the ne ighbor ­

h o o d *frere we hare a l l l i r e d , tha t the sa id A. J# Cr@wsen i s a 

lawful h e i r ©f saiH ** l ly Larrence by a l a t e r marr iage t© John 

Qrtwstn and T kn©w tha t i t hasbeen gene ra l l y underx«to©d t h a t 

S a l l y i i^rrenco was a daughter ©f sa id James "nders©n who w i th a l l 

t h e i r family, was considered to be p a r t Chectaw Indian . T am in 

n© wise f i n a n c i a l l y i n t e r e s t e d in t h i s iLatter, 

~, voi i t rhurs t , 

*wem and subscr ibed t© before rae t h i s the 4 th d^, of September 

A. D0 189*0 

G.W. Crurap 

Notary Public 

(SEAL) Southern. Dist. I.T. 
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Chickasaw Natiun 

County oT Pickens I . T . 

Before fc&e unuor signed a u t h o r i t y t h i s datf/ p e r s o n a l l y 

appeared AJ. Orowson, who being by me dau.y .sworn, on h i s oa ta 

so&s: he i s a son of jonn anu^ai-Ly qroitfson, ana fcii&ti Uifi sa id 

Sctxx^ QEWKSQU was a daughter of jamts ^nderson, and tha t saiid 

James / nde r sun \vas a son of Davia Anderson who naa marr-ioa a xaxx 

Oioja Qixoctaw *crnan ( whose name was •ofeaowtt to me) ana r a i s e d oy 

sa id woman f i r e sona, jaui i , Sara»l#, James, David and Reubea An­

derson. The name of the l a t t e r I know to be on the rjhoctaw records 

The said jane senders/) r a i s e d a daughter of the name of ^ a l l y 

Anderson, one by name of j enn i e Anderson and one by name of Susan 

^nderson, a l s o two boys, James and Sara ' l . Araderson. She s a i d Sa l ly 

Anderson marr ied one jaraes yawrence of Choctaw blood, and bore 

to sa id Larrence 5 s o n s , , jj«©r ge , Sam 1 ! . , Jkhn, Adam and James 

La r r ence , a l s o two g i r l s , Susan and Jane Larrence who i th ink 

i s on the choctaw rackix r e c o r d . The sa id Sa l ly Larrence a f t e r the 

dea th of sa id jaraes -^arrence was mrr ied i n Danvilfe , Yel l 

County Ark, to John orowson/ in about the year 1340-41 or 42 and se 

she bear two c h i l d r e n by s a i d QrowBon/ a g i r l and a boy. The g i r l 

died in infancy. And T am t n a t son, and only h e i r of s a i d 

Sa l ly tXXXMxmm and John Xauoauumxx Crowson. The sa id David&OT 

Anderson marr ied a ^hoctaw woman & they were the p a r e n t s of James 

Anderson, who was the f a t h e r of <qally Anderson. The sa id S a l l y 

Anderson was marr ied to John Crowson. TLe s a id John Orowson was my 

f a t h e r , oy the s a id c«ally orowson nee Anderson. The wi tnesses to 

most of t hese f a c t s have died off , but some of the s a i d Andersons 

and -j-arrences a re on record as choc taw c i t i z e n s . I can prove by 

l i v i n g w i tnes se s t h a t T am an h e i r of the sa id Sa l l y arid John 

Ai derson* The Choctaw C°unci l refused to recog n i ze my claim to 

c i t i z e n s h i p / because of the lack of evidence in the beg inn ing . I 

was c a l l e d away to P a r r i c Court as Govmt. w i t n e s s / arad while away 



Reuben Anderson ( my great uncle) the last one of the old Anderson 

family living, and the only witness ( known to me) except one died, 

and the cnocta?/ council had adjourned. And in 1892 when it was 

neccessary for all frhcctaws or parties interested to "Register" and 

having previously filed my claimants Right of Citizenship. J called 

to Register. But the Registering Gler̂ : refused to Register my name/ 

declaring that I had forfeited my right to citizenship, by failure 

to meet the Hon* Council to prove up my said right at the proper 

time. TXie Council has ignored me in every effort to establish my 

rights as a citizen of the chpctaw Ration, because j am unable nowb 

by living witnesses to prove the facts existing in a former gener­

ation* The witnesses to which have long since died. But the records 

show the names of these parties and their families to be Choctaws 

by blood* And that f am an heir of that family, and entitled to 

all the rights and benefits of a citizen of the Choctaw Fation 
his 

AcLrew J. X Crows on 
mark 

Sworn to and subscribed to before me this 25th day of Aug. A.D. 

Gf. Crump 
)SEAX) 

U°tary public, 

Souther District Ind. Ter. 

A copy of this and affadavits has been filed with the Governor 

of the ckoctaw ^ation a^ i&gletovra. I.T. 



Brownsvi l le I . T . q e p t . 7th 1896, 

t , G.W. Crura p , P s t raaster ^ rownsv i l l e I .T # hereby c e r t i f y t h a t 

• «T. Crowson f i l e d and r e g i s t e r e d i n t h i s Brownsvil le P.O. a t r ue 

copy of a l l the papers forwarded to $ou in h i s claim t o g e t h e r 

yd. th a f f t . of the l e t t e r s being r e g i s t e r e d g iv ing numbers &c 

a l s o P.M. r 8 Reg i s t e red Receipt and T a l so enc lose P.O. de l ive ryn 

of sa id papers to the sa id Governor Gardner at j j ^ l e t o w n , I . T . 

Witness ray hand <fc s e a l on t h i s s e p t . 7 th , 1896. 

G„W. Crump, 

no ta ry p u b l i c . 

Southern D i s t r i c t I . T . 

(S^AL) and P.M. 



Chickasaw Nat ion 

County of Pickens I . T . 

Before the undersigned a u t h o r i t y t h i s day p r s o n a l l y 

appeared U.K. ^>ratt who being by rae duly sworn on h i s oa th says , 

t h a t on the 2 7 th day of Awgust 1896, and the 7 th day of Sept . 

1896 I saw two packages Reg i s t e r ed a t the -r>ostoffic« a t Browns-

r i l l e Ind. Ter . addressed to Governor Gardner, CTTief of the 

Choctaw Hat ion , a t Eagle town ind. ^e r . That sa id r e g i s t e r e d 

r e c e i p t s was nos . 13 and 18 Received from pos tmas te r hereunto 

a t t a c h e d are r e c e i p t s for s a id packages which c e r t a i n cop ies 

of the a p p l i c a t i o n of A.J. growson and of the a f f a d a r i t s of 

Bud Axley and 35. D. # i t ehead in support of same. 
-k' 

N.H. ^ r a t t 

Swora to and subscr ibed to before rae t h i s Sept . 5 th , 1896. 

G.W. CFurap 

Notary pub l i c 

(S^AL) Southern D i s t r i c t I . T . 

% 



c o m e t s SI OKBJRS. 

H«nry L. Dawes. 
Prank C. Armstrong 
Arhibald S. McKennon 
Thomas B. nabaniss 
Alexander 8. If nLgcmery 

H.M. Jacoway, S e c r e t a r y , 

BIPARM5NT 0* TH£ INTERIOR. 

COMMISSION TO S B FIVE CIVILIZED 1RIBE.S, 

P o r t Sm i th Arkansas , Dec. ,i>, 1596. 

719 

A , J . Crowson e t a l , 

Choctaw jjaion 

P i l e d ^ep t . 9, 1596, 

Answer t i l e d . 

Amplicat ion aen ied . 

s 
I t H.M, jaooway, j r . > ^ e c r e t a r y , do hereby c e r t i f y that theafrove 

and f r e e i n g i s a t rue art s c o r r e c t copy of ^hoctaw -ecord C. page 

&2Q ofthe Commision to the pive c i v i l i z e d »j«ribes. 

Given under my hand and o f f i c a l s i gna tu re t h i s the 6th 

day of ^ebruary 1897, 

H.M. jacoway, J r . , 3 e c r e t a r y . 

By Henry St roup, Act . 

*. ..•j 7 
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In D1«t. O t i r t 3«tr*»l ;ndidal D i s t r i c t , f»di«i. T « r r i U r y . 

A«T. Crows on Appelant 

vs— -—— P e t i t i o n . 

Choctaw Nation-- - Appellee 

Per p e t i t i o n and cause of appeal h e r e i n the appallravt sflJts: 

That he i s the ton of ^ a l l i e Grows on deceased, t h a t tha sn id 

^ a l l i e ^rowson was the daughter of one Janes Anderson deceased, 

That the sa id Taraes "nderson was a choc taw T ndian by blood, h i s 

sad mother being one ha I f ghootaw "Sidian by blood and a p p e l l a n t 

one four th Choctaw jndim by blood. 

That a p p e l l a n t i s t he f a the r of ipnraa who has been hsret ofore 

marr ied one i s a a c j . ee . Dora H, who has ne re to fore married cne 

S , p ^ a r l . That the sa id ]5raraa and Dora M. are over the age JJC 

21 y e a r s , t ' V r ttaR a p p e l l a n t o ^ ^ n ^ c 1 h i s c la im 

fo r c i t i z e n s h i p h e r e i n a f t e r mentioned. 

That besides the said I n n n.ri4 fA™ M* the a p p e l l a n t i s the fa the r 

of John Evan, Dlors Ann. p o l i t e g e l l e and ^eubem who* are minors , 

^ha t h i s sa id daughter Kraraa -ee i s the mother of one baby named 

Mary J . and h i s sa id daughter Dora M. rT»r»i \n the baby g r l named 

Addie and a boy named _ That on the 'day of 

1896 anne i l an t jw*s«flt*4 fflti a p p l i c a t i o n of h imse l f and c h i l d r m 

to the sa id ^awes Commission for c i t i z e n s h i p in the Choctaw 

Nat ion and a l s o gave n o t i c e of said a p p l i c a t i o n to the appe l l eee 

as r equ i r ed by law. That he presen ted to sa id Commission the 

evidence of h imse l f Bud Axley and 1 . D. A l t 4 h w s t lit support of 

h i s sa id claim. He fu r the r says t h a t sa id CoramisAon accepted and 

r e t a i n e d sa id papers and proof and have f a i l e d and neg lec t ed to 

give him any n o t i c e of the d e p o s i t i o n made of sa id case . 

Appel lant charges upon informat ion and b e l i e f t h a t sa id Commis­

s ion have r e j e c t e d h i s said c la im upon the a l l eged fround t h a t 

the evidence was not s u f f i c i e n t to warrant a f inding in h i s favor 



Tfaich holding appeallant charges i? contrary to law and evidecne. 

He th re fore prosecutes th is appeal and prays the court that the 

appellee and the pawes Commission be required to f i l e in said 

cause a l l the or ig inal evidence, documents, order and decree or 

a ce r t i f i ed t ranscr ip t thereof T̂ -Ht upon the filial hearing of 

t h i s cause the appellant and h i s said childrei and the i r childr«tt' 

be declared e n t i t l e d to c i t izenship in said rperritory and enrolled 

as such and for a l l orders , decrees and proper r e l i e f . 

Horton & c^st leberry 
l 

Attys. for appel lants . 

/ / 
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IN THE UNITED STATES COUBT FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT 0? THE 

INDIAN TERRITORY AT SOUTH MCATJCSTER* 

^o — 

A..T. Crowson e t a l - P l a i n t i f f . 

vs~-~ - •— —— A I 1 1 1 l i 

The nh o o t a . **a t io& D̂  i'e ocUttt. 
KT 

Comes now the GfeooWw .Ration, by i t s a t t o r n e y s , and for 

answer to the p e t i t i o n for appeal f i l e d by the p l a i n t i f f h e r e i n , 

soys i 

That .to i s not t rue t h a t a p p l i c a n t s are e n t i t l e d to 

c i t i z e n s h i p in the Jhootaw Ra t ion . And t h a t i t i s not t rue t h a t 

the _aw^s ommissi on « r red as a l l eged in said p e t i t i o n * 
A* 

F u r t h e r ans ,v e r i n g , the jhootaw ^ t i o n says t h a t i t has h e r e t o f o r e 

f i l e d i t s answer to the r a p p l i c a t i o n of t h i s p l a i n t i f f before tJ» 

•pawes ^omraision, which sa id answer i s hereby r e f e r r e d to and made 

p a r t hereof , and haying f u l l y answered, appe l lee fHrrfckstxx prays 

t h a t the j u d g a m t of the Dawes romraission be in a l l th ings affirmed 

*fau M. ^ravens 

S t u a r t Gordon & Ha i ley , 

At torneys for the c^octaw ^ a t i o n 

/ ^ 



On t h i s day p e r s o n a l l y appeared before me a Notary P u b l i c , W.H0 

RAt<fb*Ji A..W, Qhurdne? wiio a f t e r being a w y n o n &epoaeg ana 

a ay ;=: Hj n^ue io A..W, n a r d n « r , I am 58 years old or t h e r e a b o u t ! 

I l i v e in ^ u r a n t , -pad. T«r0 X t a l k the igagl ish language and under­

s t and i t t o l e r a b l y w e l l , I remember the niersoflamily of ffcdiaAS, 

Wheji was a bo J j remember having seen some of them near Doaks-

v i i i e Ind. Ter, I remember of these the names Jno, Sam, juujss 

David and ^euben ^nderson. I saw p a r t of them but d o n ' t th ink I 

saw a l l , of them they were g e t t i n g very old and i t i s p o s s i b l e some 

of them were dead when T f i r s t kn«v fciie family. Janus p derson 

had seven c h i l d r e n . T remember a g i r l named g a l l i e .m&*ra n but 

i t has been so l<Meg ago I rl a1 b remember much about h e r . T sceras 

when T knee iter she wan** had been marr ied cnoe but T d o n ' t remem­

ber h e r husband* s name. I rtstfftibi ^am - ans-jac* in the TyB abcut 

Boaksv i l l e but d o n ' t rem&mbfcr muoh about them, T remember t h i s 

g i r l ^ a l l i e nderson went off to the ^ t a t e s and marr ied and several 

yea r s a f t e r t h a t a young nun by name of A .J . Oroweoel came to the 

Ty. who *as s a i a \,o bsr he r son by h s r second husband but y do not 

know t h i a to t& «* .^ou. F& .tu.v*« HO* suiu»wii«re west of he r in the 

^u<;Kds*iw Ra t ion ^ a l l i s Inderscn she ved to u* cons ide rab le 

Ind ian . The Anderson family had a ^hoctaw name I th ink but I 

d o n ' t remember what i t was. I am about a f u l l blooa Cnoctaw i n d i m 

about 5/4 x was boras between Iheelook and Doaksvil le and r a i s e d 

± 

u n t i l r was 10 or 12 years o ld near ^ c a k s v i l l e , 

Alfred W. Gardner, 



IN THfi UKItlD STATES COURT CENTRAL DISTRTC INDIAN TERRITORY, 

A.J« Crowson e t al—---•••••----appellants 

73 » « M M « M « ~« -Notice to take d e p o s i t i o n s . 

Choctaw Ration--•••• • • Apellees^ 

To oiio ciiuocaw Rat ion , 

The above named a p p e l l e e . 

You are noreby n o t i f i e d tha t the d e p o s i t i o n s of wi tnes ses 

to be react in evideaaa jn tt*part of the a p p e l l a n t w i l l be taken 

a t Duraa»t Tndiao ^ e r r i t o r y in the R.JC, Newei.l vacant &tc r ehouse , 

on the south s ide or ifain S t r e e t i n Blue County, Cent ra l 

j u d i c i a l D i s t r i c t of the Tnalm m e r r i t o r y on the 12th day of 

Ju ly 1897 between the hours of e i g h t o ' c l o c k i n one forenoon a«ad 

s i x o'fcock i n the a f te rnoon . A&d tha t the tak ing of sa id depos i ­

t i o n s i f not completed on t h a t day w i n be ont inued from day to 

day a t the same place and between the sam e hours u n t i l completed, 

A.J , crowson e t a l . A p p e l l a n t s . 

By Horton & Gas t i e berry and 

Wilkinson and Wilkinson. 

Their a t t o r n e y s . 

Gent ra l "Tudicia D i s t r i c t 
Indian territory. 

This is to certify that T have t h i s the 9tn day of Ju ly 

1897, duily servea tb r wiunin n o t i c e by d e l i v e r i n g a true copy 

the reof to james Gordon a member of the firm oi ^ t e ^ a n . , Ooruon 

* Hai ley meya t >r hbi J ioctaw Rat ion and by s t a t i n g the 

con ten t s the reo i to /lira. At Durant Yndi&n T e r r i t o r y , 

.7a I» Yarbro ugh, 

D\'5 Cons tab le . 

...... m 
I 



Mi 

In wie Tjniu«a STATES DISTIBT COURT CENTRAL JUDICIAL DISTRTI IND, 

13SR. 
BEFORE SHB HONORABLE W.H.H. CLAYTON: 

AJ. Crowson a t a l - — Jfapellants 

T ^ ^ — - . — — * . . .—~~m~.J§ A P T I 0 N. 

The (yiootaw Ration- — -A^peliee^ 

The (i«positions of I . Jjievsay* E. D. Whitehurst, AJ9 crowson, 

A.W. gardntr, taico/n on one j.2th day o.f juiy 1397 beyween the 

hours o.f eight o'clock A.Ma ana 6 o'olo* P.M. at the R.K. Jewell 

ViJant store AOIUM ouiiding on the south side of Main street in 

the town of gt t rat C hoc taw Ration , ^entral judicial "District 

Indian ^erritory, to be read in evidence on the part oi tne 

appellant la *a action nu»v pending in the ^nited °tates Court 

for the entra.l i s t r i c t of the Tndian ^erritory at So. ifcAeser, 
fa 

therein A.J. crowson ot al. are appellants and the Choctaw Ration 

is appellee 

/<t 



/ b 

1 s t . Mr« 1 . D. Whitehurst who a f t e r being duly s'wora deposes and 

sa/ • ! My name i s 1 . D. Whi tehurs t , j l i v e in p ickens county* 

Chickasaw Ra t ion . I w i l l be 54 yea r s o ld in Aug. 1897. j have Icnoa 

AJ. Crowson s ince 1867-8 j know h i s family, a i l h i s c h i l d r e n 

resemble *«fliana v&ry much some more than o t h e r s . H* has one 

daughte r , flora Missour i who i s very much l i k e an fndiaii . 

He has a g r e a t many j nd i an char a c t e r i s t i c s and has resemblace of 

an T ndian . ^e has been recognized as a choc taw s v s r s ince I knew 

him. when ho was a young man he was more l i k e an Ind ian , h i s gener­

a l demeanor than now and t a lked the Choctaw language more than he 

has s ince he began feo get, o ld . I wma aoquctimea a u i n i s h a l f 

b r o t h e r , Jno . ^d'trence and served thf l a t t e r p a r t of the was 

with him. «• i s now dead we belonged to the 4 th Cherokee j}e8J-~ 

meats . He had belonged to ^eans compan y which, was madft up along 

the rkansas and ^y. l i n e , T4i,s yve* nee was sa id to b« p a r t 

CBlocti*w ana xjoked to be one h a l f or l / 4 j-ndian. Larrence t o l d 

me whll« the war t h a t h i t mother was a descendant of m e 

/nd«rsons ana a uaughter ol james Jan d e n e * «&e WAS p a r t Choctaw 

Inui.o»ti. T^*., ji.€. jia,u at ix«-A,i..<- OJPQtiiCy by HMAHII of A«J. Crowson. I 

nave 3j.no® ueoome *oqu«uat>*a «»x wi A.J . Cru».>oa m .too7 v.r 68 anu 

-L i*u ji.j.iu Uw o€ xioiii the bes t .int^'iflation the same A.J . Oruwsuii 

mentioned by j a r r e n c e , I am not f i n a n c i a l l y or o t h e r -/iff i n t e r ­

e s t e d i n t h i s c la im except Mr. Qrowsoii if my n^rghbe'r ana & 

good c i t i z e n and being conf ident t h a t he i s e n t i t l e d to c i t i z e n ­

ship to*r« t cam to hava t h i s d e p o s i t i o n wi thout the fo rmal i ty 

of subpoena. 

o ru . I h a r t fceen acquain ted with the Choctaw;, 40 y r s . having l i v e d 

in tne Ty. on the l i n e of the Ty. wi th the exep t ion of 8 yrs # I am 

acquain ted t h e i r gene ra l amnners ana tfportmumfci 

. -X E o 0 . TKIMWURST. 

http://3j.no�
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1s t* Mr. U.Lievsay WHO a f t e r beitng duly s ' t m deposes and 3a£rs2 

I l i v e in Durant Qhoctaw Ra t ion . I am o9 years o ld . and am ac -

ua in ted with A.J . Crowson and i 'amily. I nave l i v e a in the Te r ' y , 

and on the l i n e for 25 / e a r s . I am acqua in ted wi th the ftpearance 

Q£ c/ie Qhoctaws and1 «w4p^%t lfr# Crowson and b i s xctUA.ij.y. He has som; 

appearanceol an Ind i an and h i s c h i l d r e n look l i k e an T nd ian thaw 

he0 and e s p e c i a l l y h i s two g i r l s are grown, one of them ora 

Missour i i s marr ied to 9 P. Qar l . I have kaowa *o/iis g i r l 7 y r s . 

I have known the r e s t of the family I or 4 y e a r s . 

"5. LTevsa&„ 



n 

Mr. A. J\ Qrowson who a f t e r being duly sworn deposes and lajre! 

^ry name i s undrew J» Qrowson and am f i f t y mhree yea r s o ld . 

I l i v e in p ickens ccu&ty Qhiokasaw ^ a t i o * . j am * marr ied man and 

am the f a t h e r of the fol lowing c h i l d r e n : Xrama Qro^son, nee Lee 

ages about 25 y r s . has been raarried to I saac ~ee about 8 y r s . 

and has by hira the fol lowing c h i l d r e n : May .Tosephinu j®& and 

?rinnie T®« ages ^esfct. 5 y r s , the o t h e r 5 months. Ify next o l d e s t 

^ora - r i s sour i Hrowson aged about 2a yea r s ^he has i n t e r m a r r i e d 

wi th one s.G, Gar l and has by him one c h i l d a g i r l named Addie 
d 

Susan about : yea r s olct and ray next i s Tohn I T in Qrowson 20 years 

o ld ; Jennie Alice ;rowson 17 years o ld ; ^ e l o r s j^M «rewso» age 

14 y r s , Po l l y p e l l "Jrowson 3 years o l d . Reuben mdcrson Qrowson 

one year o l d . these are ray c h i l d r e n who are l i v i n g and t h e i r 

h i l d r i u I have some dead ray daughters each have 2 or 3 whe are 
e 4 

dead, the ages T cannot say are e x a c t l y c o r r e c t as T forgot to 

b r ing my family record wi th me, the two l a s t mentioned of my 

c h i l d r e n are by ray second wi fe , the o the r by ray f i r s t wi fe . 

I am the son of john crowson whe l i new dead, T do not c laim 

t h a t he had any l a d i e s b i t ' 1 If he ad aay blofrd i t was Cherokee 

f an a l s o the i,Ci* c . g&l l l t Qr.^3on who was the lawful wife of 

Jno . Grows on ab ve mentioned. I understood they were marr ied in 

Ark ansa.': about 55 or 60 yea r s ago or 1 ' t tgsr? l£y mother i s a lso 

dead has been dead t l ace a b~y. _ remember Joer wel l shfi 
T " T 

resembled an gftdiaa rery rauofr fc»d she cl^Ljed to be cm four th (1 

(1 /4) Choctaw ^ndian. She was very dark v^.th black h a i r and eyes 

and h igh cheek bones . She was the daughter c.f jira ^nderson who 

l i v e d in !£ s s i s o i p i a a»d was a h a l f blood Choctaw a d l a * and 
T T 

1 
mover! f roi iwfsff . to D c i k e r i l l e in the _;ndia« Ty. sometime when my 
mother w*e a g i r l . H« had four or five b r o t h e r s . Jno. ^ ? F ; lave 
t a d Reuber. these are the b r o t h e r s of ray mothers faher . 



/ t f 

I am informed t h a t t h i s g e n e r a t i o n cf ndersons sprang from and 

are the descendants T<3rhaps the song of one **$* ""nder^on who i s 

s a id to hav« beem an -r lehman who marr ied a f u l l blood CrLvot&w 

woman in i r i 3 s . many year:; <..j,# 

I f j » o . Samuel, DavirK R^^b-n or my f a the r James Anderson 

or w i the r of them are the descendants are on the chootaw r o c o r ^ 

>r have any r i g h t in the* Tnd« T«r« T ?*m a l s o e n t i t l e d to my 
. 4 . 

r i g h t s h e r e . I f they- are not and T am not so e n t i t l e d the Lord 

being my h e l p e r I do not want i t , I T i l l $sk leave of the cour t 

to have the Choctaw re • rds in spec ted and used as evidence in 

t h i s case by e x h i b i t or o the rwise . I came to the Ty, in 1861 I 

came to make i t my home aad work with an T ndia» lady the widow of 

Pober t Turnbul l . I r ft Ut V", yea r s a f t e r x came T was v i s i t i n g 

ay - • j n fexa; uH was ciraf « . ia^o Uoft se rv ice tnd w«r.. 

Jie .^r . A- ^ was marr ied the ftfpst time T t r i e d to ge t 

my wife to come to the » y. and s e t t l e oa l and , the chootaw Nat ion , 

as j had a r\?f+ 11 ^ . She refused to ooat i f i n a l l y I and my 

f r l e a d s got h e r to come, a f t e r we caarae here about December 

1890 we had been here 2 yea r s she died 

B« l i ev iag j could do b e t t e r , j l o c a t e d i a the Qfelekasav IJation 

and owned a sp lendid farai <vhere " l i v e and have owned i t f ive 

yea r s and bedn l i v i n g oa i t four . My daugh te r ! who are marr ied 

and t h e i r husbands and f ami l i e s l i v e ne^r in the Chickasaw ^ a t i o n , 

my e t h e r c h i l d r e n are l i v i n g wit3i me except one of my dattgfcteri 

who p a r t of the time l i v e s with one of her marr ied s i s t e r s . 

I be ugh t th* ivbove mentioaed farm from Mrs. Murrinan who T was 

informed was an Tndian c i t i z e n and in fac t was. 1 have endeavored 

to comply with Tndiaa.- laws and have made a good Ol t lx ta* I am 

so f a r recognized t h a t ' am not r equ i r ed to pay a permit! and when 

the census was taken about 1890 Charley Colber t who i s an Tndian 

came to the f i e l d and hunted me up to get our census which he 



f«at to the Sec, of the Ia t^r ior . Al l of my chidrea resemtl? In­

dians one of them * g i r l Dora ^ i s s o u r i , looks to bt a Iraost a f u l l 

blood some of them resemble yndians raort than others , *.:y mother 

h*d been married twice she f i r s t married Tiro Terrene* who T am 

i*f irraed was a Choctaw Indian; she ma r>ried at pow^s-ville lad. 
ry» '»he h*d by him the follow lag M l f l r g 0«oa Larr«nce, Lou.* anna 

Larrer.ce, James _arr#»ce, Adam ^arrence Jac. and Jim Larreace. 

After parties ^arrence died she married my father , t h i s marriage 

was some 71 or 75 yrs , ago. These part ies some or a l l of them 

were recogaized Choctaw ^ndiaas. My mother T was informed was the» 

recognized as a hoc taw c i t i z e n uader the la,wi in force i n the 

I j t at that time. 
h i s 

A. «T. X Crowsoa 
witness to mark: mark 

ff.H. Ri tch ie , 
if. P. 

Notary ?ee#5.00 

Witness 4.50 

Nonstable «8C 

Co: 
Paid by A.J, C^ows^a* 

•c /f 
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United S t a t e s of j n e r i c a 

„ e n t r a l iud io l f t l " i s t r i c t C E R T I F I C A T E . 

Ind ian T e r r i t o r y 

I , W.H, R I t o h i e , a duly appointed and q u a l i f i e d 

and a c t i n g ^ o t a r y publ ic w i t h i n and fo r the Cent ra l J u d i c i a l 

i J i s t r i c t of the ^ndian t e r r i t o r y do hereby c e r t i f y t h a t the f o r e ­

going d e p o s i t i o n of Sg Lev iasy , B# D. Whi tehurs t , A . J . Crowson, 

A.W. Gardner were taken before me and were read to and subscr ibed 

by them i n my p r e s e n t a t foe wis* .-aid pl*oe *bd i a 'he a c t i o n 

mentioned i n the cap t ion , the sa id w i t n e s s e s , E. Levisay , E. D. 

I h i t e h u r s t , A .J . Crowson, A.W Gardner having beon f i r s t sworn 

by me t h a t the evidence they should give i n the a c t i o n should be 

the t r u t h the hole t r u t h and noth ing but the t r u t h and t h a t t h e i r 

".tstemewts were reduced to w r i t i n g by me i n t h e i r presence and was 

read to and subscr ibed by them in my presence , The a p p e l l a n t 

b^ing p resen t in person and by a t torney^ 

W.H. R i t ch i e 

(SRAL) Notary P u b l i c . 



In the united ^ ta tes c o u r t in the Tndi n ^e r r i to ry cen t ra l D i s t r i c t 

at South Bcl«st«r« 

A.J. (jrowson e t a l P l a i n t i f f s , 

vs- Report of special Master. 

The Qhoctaw ^at ion Befendant0 

This cause was duuly f i led before the tiawes oraraissi on 

September 9, 1896, the p l a i n t i f f claiming c i t izenship as Choctaw 

Indians by blood; the defendant answered or pleaded, denying 

the j u r i s d i c t i o n and authority of the Dawes Commission hear and 

determin" the c.-jfise, and denying the l e g a l i t y of the ru le s and 

procedure of the Dawes Commission, and denying that the evidence 

aduced in tne case; was suff ic ient to e s t ab l i sh p l a i n t i f f ' s claims 

to c i t i zensh ip . 

The Dawes Commission gave judgment for the defendant on 

the December 3 , 1806f from which the p l a i n t i f f s appealed. 

I find from the evidence tha t the p l a i n t i f f i s a one eighth blood 
l 

Choctaw ^ndian and has l ived in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations 

continuously for a number of years; no appl icat ion was .aau~ before 

the D&wos Commission for h i s chu.lar<Jii. 

Rewoocofully submituwa th i s 27 da y of A U S U S V 1897. 

W.B. Rutherford 

Special Master in Cnaiicery. 

/ 



A. J. Crwoson, 

vs Ho. 74. Judgment, Central District, Aug. 27,1897, 

Choctaw Ration, 

Be it remembered that on this 27 day of August 1897, it 

being one of the days of the regular April A. P. 1897, term of this 

court came on for hearing the matter of the petition of A. J. 

Crowson for enrollment as ct member of the Choctaw Tribe of Indians. 

The petitioner and the Choctaw ration both appearing by attorneys 

and the Court having seen and heard the pleading and the evidence 

adduced in the cause: and being fully advised in the premises, doth 

find that the said A. J. Crowsori is a Choctaw Indian by blood, and 

that he is under the law and evidence, entitled to enrollment as 

a member of the Choctaw Tribe of Indians, and doth th» refore, order 

and adjudge and decree that the name of the said A. J. Crowson be 

enrolled by the Commission to the Five Virilized Tribes as a member 

by blood of the Choctaw Tribe of Indians, and it is further ordered 

and adjudged that the said A. J. Crowson have and recover of the 

Choctaw Nation of Indians all his costs in this behalf expended, 

f or wh Ich let execution issue. 
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1 

South McAlester, Indian Terrify, 
June 4, 1903. 

LETTER 07 INSTRUCTIONS IN THE MATTER OF "COURT 

CLAIMANT" CITIZENSHIP WITNESSES LIVING AT DURANT, 

INDIAN TERRITORY. 

TO 

§ 

In the case of A\* Orowson, et al. , £-134, 

applicants claim that A.J. Crowson is the son of Sallie 

Crowson, that her father was James Anderson and that 

he was a halfbreed Choctaw Indian. 

A.W. Gardner, of Durant, Indian Territory, 

gave testimony in the above entitled case and stated 

that he Knew the Anderson family of Indians; he remem­

bers the nam.es of John, Sam, James, David and Reuben 

Anderson, that James Anderson had seven children, among 

them a girl named Sallie. He remembers Sam Lawrence 

who is said to ha "e been Sallie's first husband; remem­

bers that Sallie Anderson went off to the States and mar­

ried the second time, hnows that she is a Ohoetatr by blood. 

We thin!: that this testimony is untrue, and you are di­

rected to see A.W. Gardner and, if possible, show by him 

that said testimony is untrue. 
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South McAlester, Indian Territory, 
June 4, 1903. 

LETTER 07 INSTRUCTIONS IN TEE HATTER OF "COURT 

CLAIMANT" CITIZENSHIP WITNESSES LIVING AT DURANT, 

INDIAN TERRITORY. 

TO 

MMMV • 

In the case of A A . Growson, et al. , 9-134, 

applicants clain that A.J. Crcwson is the son of Sallie 

CrowBon, that her father was Janies Anderson and that 

he was a half breed Choctaw Indian. 

A. W. Gardner, of Durant, Indian Territory, 

gave testimony In the above entitled, case and stated 

that he Knew the Anderson family of Indians; he remem­

bers the names of John, Sam, James, David and Reuben 

Anderson, that James Anderson had seven children, among 

them a girl named Sallie. He remembers Sam Lawrence 

who is said to ha e been Sallie1s first husband; remem­

bers that Sallie Anderson went off to the States and mar­

ried the second time, knows that she is a Choctaw by blood, 

We think that this testimony is untrue, and you are di­

rected to see A.¥. Gardner and, if possible, show by him 

that said testimony is untrue. 



South McAl ester, Indian Territory, June 10, 1903. 

REPORT 0? D. A. RICHARDSON IB THE MATOE R OP 
"COURT CLAIMANT" CITIZENSHIP WITNESSES 
LIVING- AT LURANT, INLIAN TERRITORY. 

In the case of A. J". Crowson, et al, I was 

directed to see A. W. Gardner of Durant, and to take 

his statement in that case. Mr, Gardner had previous 

ly given an affidavit in said case. I saw him nd took 

the affidavit appeneded hereto. It will be seen that 

Sa% Gardner knows nothing in the world about the case. 
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SUMMONS. 

United States of America, 

• Indian Territory, 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court. 

Vss 

The President of the United States of America, 
j 

T o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s M a r s h a l for t h e I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y , N o r t h e r n D i s t r i c t , 

G R E E T I N G : 

You are hereby Commanded to Summons Green McCurtain, Principal Chief of 

the Choctaw Nation, to answer on behalf of said nation, in twenty days after the service of this 

summons upon him, as Principal Chief of said Nation a complaint in Equity filed against the 

Choctaw an4 Chickasaw nation in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, in the Indian Ter­

ritory, at South,.go....Ale.s.t.er..f , by A » J » C r o w B o n , e t a l , 

and warn him that upon his failure as said Principal Chief to answer on behalf of said nation, the 

complaint will be taken for confessed, and you will make return of the summons instanter; 

And you are further commanded to notify said Green McCurtain, Principal Chief aforesaid, 

that the papers, files and proceedings in the case ot A«.J».CrQYfSJ.QIl1 C.t fiJLj. 

File No. 74 in the District Court for the C#ntF*l;•* District of the 

Indian Terr i tory , has been transferred to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, and that 

the certificate of the clerk of said court for said C e n t r a l * District, Indian Terr i tory, 

has been attached thereto. 

W I T N E S S the Honorable Spencer B. Adams, Chief Judge, 

Walter L. Weaver and Henry S. Poote, Associate 

Judges, and the Seal thereof, at South McAlester, 

Indian Terr i tory, aforesaid, this ..̂ .*» » 

of March A. D., 1903. 

10 Clerk. 

Deputy. 

. • • . •• • . 



MARSHAL'S RETURN 

United States of America, 
Indian Territory, 

DISTRICT. J 

I received this summons this of 

at o'clock m. and served same by copy, as follows: 

Personally on Green McCurtain, at 

This day of , 1903, m. 

A. D., 1903, 

Indian Terr i tory, 

By Deputy 
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SUMMONS. 

United States of America, 

* Indian Territory, 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court. 

J-ss 

The President of the United States of America, 
J o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s M a r s h a l f o r t h e I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y , S o u t h e r n D i s t r i c t , 

G R E E T I N G : 

You are hereby Commanded to Summons P. S. Moselev, G overnor o 

the Chickasaw Nation, to answer on behalf of said nation, in twenty days Rafter the service of this 

summons upon him, as Governor of said Nation a complaint in -Equity filed against the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw nation in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, in the Indian Ter­

ritory, at v S o u t h . Mc A l e s t e r , , by A.•!» Crowson , e t a l , 

and warn him that upon his failure as said Governor to answer on behalf of said nation, the 

complaint will be taken for confessed, and you will make return of the summons instanter; 

And you are further commanded to notify said P. S. Moseley Governor aforesaid, 

that the papers, files and proceedings in the case ot A.» J*Crpwson., e t a l , 

File No 74 in the District Court for the C e n t r a l , District of the 

Indian Terr i tory , has been transferred to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, and that 

the certificate of the clerk of said court for said C e n t r a l , District, Indian Terr i tory, 

has been attached thereto. 

M ^ 

W I T N E v S S the Honorable Spencer B. Adams, Chief Judge, 

Walter L. Weaver and Henry S. Poote, Associate 

Judges, and the Seal thereof, at South McAlester, 

Indian Terr i torv , aforesaid, this 2rO ., 

km' 'x\ r^S of March A. D., 1903. 

By Deputy. 
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S U M M O N S 
IN EQUITY. 

vs. 

hoctaw and Chickasaw Nations. 

Summons issued ZzJ.. dav of 

March, 1903. Returnable instanter. 

Marsha l ' s Fees. 
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SYNOPSIS OP THE A. J . CROWSON,ET AL,CASE. 

Application states that A.J.Crowson is entitled to enrellemnt as a 

Choctaw Ty blood. (But does not staee in what way.) That he put in his appli-

cation in 1890;but was called away as a witness in the U.S. court at Paris. 

On his return the Council told him that he hdd f@rfeit.ed his claim through 

negligence. Applicant put in a farm in the Chickasaw Nation and has lived on 

for several years without objection from any source. 

Application denied "by Dawes Commission. Appealed to U.S. Court. RefaS 

red t« W.B.Rutherford,Special Master,who found that the applicant was one-

eighth Choctaw by "blood,and that he had made no application for his children. 

THHHHI IIfinftnil IHi~THrTnr 

AFFIDAVITS BEFORE DAWES COMMISSION. 

BUD AXLEY says that he has known A.J.Crowson and his people for 

about forty four years, aa d that it has "been his understanding during all that 

ti#e that A.J.Crowson was the sen of Sallie Crowson,who was the Daughter of 

James Anderson,which latter was known as and considered to be a Choctaw In­

dian of the half blood. Deponent got this information from hearing old people 

talk of the history of the Andersons and their descendants. 

E.D.WHITEHURST says that John Larrence and himself belonged to the 

4th Regiment of Cherokee Volunt er. Cavalry during the Civil War. That affianta 

was well ac quainted with John Barrenci ,aad has heard him say that he was tha 

son of Sallie and James Larrence. Also heard him say that he had a "br other 

"by the nsm% of A.J.Crowson. John Larrence further said that his mother was 

a quarter "blood Choctaw Indian. Larrence had the appearance of an Indian and 

it was generally understood and believed by the regiment that he was part 
i 

Choctaw. In 1868 affiant became acquainted with A.J.Crowson,and he can see i 

Crowson a resemblance to John Larrnce. It was generally understood from all 

the old people •••hat Sallie Larrence was a Quarter Choctaw Indian. It is also 

generally understood that A.J.Crowson is a lawful son of Sallie Larrence by 

her later marriage to John Crowson. It has been generally/" uadersteed that 

Sallie Larrnece was the daughter of James Anderson who was understood to be 

Choctaw. 

A.J.CROWSON,the applicant,says that he is the son of John and Saal 

Crowson,ad that Sallie Crowson was the daughter of James Anderson,who was th 

son of David Anderson and a full blood Choctaw woman whose name is unknown 

to applicant. By said Choctaw woman David Anderson raised five sons,the youn 

mailto:f@rfeit.ed


est of whom was Reuben whose name applicant knows to "be on the Choctaw record 

Among the five sons was the James Anderson mentioned above. His daughter, 

Sallie Anderson,married James Lawrence of Choctaw "blood,and "by him had five 

sons and two daughters. The two girls the applicant thinks are on the 6hocta 

roll. After the death of James Lawrence Sallie married JohnCrowson in Dan­

ville Ark. about 1841 or 1842,"by whom she had the present applicant,her son. 

Applicant says that the Choctaw Council has ignored him throughout. 

DEPOSITIONS. 

A.W.GARDNER,of Durant,I.T.,says that he remembers the Anderson 

family of Indians. As a boy he saw some of the* near Doaksville,I.T.; remem­

bers the names of JohB,Sam,James,David,and Reuben Anderson. Remembers a girl 

nemed Sallie,the daughter of James Anderson,but does not remember much about 

her. It seems +o him that she had been married,but does not remember her 

husbands name. Remembers Sam Larrence in the Territory near Doaksville,but 

does not remember much about him. Remembers that Sallie went to one of the 

states and married;an^ several years after a young man by the name of A.J. 

C rowson ca e to the territory and said that he was her son by her second 

husband;but deponent does not know this to be a fact. Deponent is a 3/4 Cho 

taw Indiqn by blood . 

E.D.WHITEHURST knows the applicant. His complexion,physical appear 

ance,ete. Deposition same as Whitehurstfs affidavit. 

E.LIEVSAY testifies to the complexion,appearance,etc of the appli­

cant . 

A.J.CROWSON,same as his affidavit,except that he sayd that he came 

here in 1861. That about two years thereafter he was visiting his brother in 

Texas and was drafted into the army. Did not come back then until 1890. HE 

owns a farm in the Chickasaw Nation. Is not required to pay any permits. 

mttmmmtt 
CONCLUSIONS. 

v There is no evidence to show that the applicant has any Indian bio 

blood. 

He was a non-resident until 1890 . 

He was born in Arkansas. 



REPORT 017 THE PRESENT STATUS 0"* THE A. J. CROKSOW CASE. 

• 

A.J.Crowson appl ied to the Dawes Commission in h i s own behalf , 

and did nol include in h i s said a p p l i c a t i o n h i s w i f e , h i s c h i l d r e n , 

or any o ther p e r s o n . He was denied by the Commission,and appealed 

to the United S t a t e s cou r t , and in said appeal he included the names 

of h i s c h i l d r e n . 

W.3 .Ru the r fo rd ,Spec ia l Master in Chancery,found the app l i c an t 

to be an e igh th blood Ind ian e n t i t l e d to enro l lment ;he a l s o found 

tha t the names of the a p p l i c a n t » s c h i l d r e n had not been included 

in h i s a p p l i c a t i o n to the Commission. The Court rendered judgment 

only in favor of Crowson,not mentioning h i s c h i l d r e n . 

The a p p l i c a n t claims tha t he i s the son of s a l l i e Crowson,a 

ha l f blood Choctaw,and tha t she was the daughter of James Anderson, 

a f u l l blood Choctaw. 

Bud Axley,age and Post o f f i ce not given,made an a f f i d a v i t in 

1896, in which he s t a t e d tha t he had known A.J.Crowson and h i s people 

about 44 years ; and tha t i t has been h i s unders tand ing through the 

family h i s t o r y tha t A.J.Crowson was the son of S a l l i e Crows on,and 

t h a t h e r f a t h e r was j antes Anders on, who was gene ra l l y known and con­

sidered, to be a h a l f breed Choctaw Ind ian . Witness lea rned t h i s by 

h e a r i n g old people t a l k of the h i s t o r y of the Andersons and t h e i r 

descendan t s . 

This wi tness has not q u a l i f i e d himself to give hearsay evidence 

upon any phase of t h i s case . I t does not appear tha t the wi tness has 

ever been seen. His a f f i d a v i t i s incompetent and Immater ial ;and 

needs no r e f u t a t i o n . 

E .D.Whi tehurs t , age and pos t o f f ice not riven,made an a f f i d a v i t 

in 1 8 9 5 , s t a t i n g tha t he was i n the same regimant with John Larrence 

dur ing the C iv i l War, and was well acquainted with him. That he has 

heard John Larrence say tha t he ,Lar rence ,was the son of ames and 



Sa l ly Lar rence ,and that he had a ha l f b r o t h e r by the name of A.J . 

Crowson, Has heard Larrence say t ha t h i s mother was a oua r l e r blood 

Choctaw Ind ian , Has s ince become acquainted with A.J.Crowson,and ses 

a resemblance between him and John Lar rence . Has always understood 

tha t A.J.Crov/son was the son of ^ a l l y Larrence by he r l a t e r raar-

riia^e, to John Crowson; and that q a l l y Larrence was the con of james 

Anderson,a Choctaw I n d i a n . 

I t does not appear t h a t t h i s witnes-- has ever been seen. 

His tes t imony i s incomeptent ,and needs no r e f u t a t i o n . 

A.J.Crowson himself marie an a f f i d a v i t in 1396 in which he 

s t a t e d h i s renealonry as fo l lows : That David Anderson,a white man, 

marr ied a f u l l blood Choctaw woman whose name i s unknown to a f f i a n t , 

and tha t James Anderson was the i s s u e of tha t mar r i age . That 

S a l l i e Anderson, t h i s a f f i a n t ! s mother,was the daughter of Tames 

Anderson. 

A.W.Gardner of Durant made an a f f i d a v i t in t h i s a p p l i c a n t ' s 

b e h a l f 9 s t a t i n g i n f e r e n t i a l l y the r e l a t i o n s h i p s t a t e d and r e l i e d 

upon by t h i s a p p l i c a n t , A.W,Gardner subsequent ly made an a f f i d a v i t 

before D.A.Richardson wholly a t var iance with h i s former evidence , 

A.W.Gardner i s now dead. 

Wilson IT.Jones made an a f f i d a v i t in 1898 before A.Tel le showing 

the t rue r e l a t i o n s h i p of the Anderson family of Choctaw I n d i a n s . 

^ri 1 son TT. Jones i s now dead. 

A note a t t a c h e d to the synopsis of t h i s case s t a t e s tha t Reuben 

Anderson 's f a t h e r was named David Anderson. (Applicant claims that 

Reuben Anderson was James Anderson1! Is on) That Reuben had a s i s t e r 

named S a l l i e ; t h a t she marr ied a ha l f breed Choctaw named John 

S p r i n g ; t h a t he was the f an the r of Governor McCurtains p resen t wi fe . 

Also tha t Jacob Jones ,o f Jackson County , i s one of the descendants 

of Reuben Anderson,and knows of the family r e l a t i o n s h i p . 



Jacob Jones and Mrs. Green McCurtain should be summoned in this 

case. 

The applicant has not made out a «tesoMw**r case on his own 

showing. 
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In the Choctaw and ChlCkaS&H Citizenship Court, s i t t i n g lit South 

UcAlester, In the Central D i s t r i c t off l.. r r i to ry , 

. irmf 1904* 

A» J* Crov;son, et al«v ; 

v s . : ho . 124* 
* 

Choot 4 Chidcaeaw Nations. : 

M S I L • y j v . - ' • - 1 • 

On t h i s £ l s t roto| 1904, th ta cause coming on 

fo r f i a 3 decis ion, the Baca* havii 'etofore been auto i t t o d 

upon the law i idanoe, and the Court a l l and 

•Ufflclant3 In • • i 1 sea, loth find that t] i p l a i n t i f f 

A. J« Crowscn i t not en t i t l ed to bo declared a c i t i zen of ti.e 

Cho ' if or rollnent aa such, or to any r 

whatever flow. ,herefroic; and the Court doth fur ther find 

t i t haa no j u r i s d i c t i o n over the pe t i t ione r s I La t | 

teettrl (tor r a i l , John E« Croweon, Jennie Alloc Thurmaaf hoiorea 

A* Lee, r o i l y o Crowee: , .» Croweea, Eliaabetfc 

Croweon, fcn&rew Jackeen Croweon, ry Ellen Croweon* 

IT IS THSH2F0HS OPttHKD, ABJUMS3) AH3D XV . I fc it the 

p e t i t i o n of the p l a in t i f f A« J . Crowaon, bo lenied, e ; t ho 

he leclared not a o i t l aea of the Choctaw hati.cn, and not 

an t i t i ed to enrollment aa such, and not e n t i t l e d to any r i g h t • 

ati at ere r f3 efromj and aa to tha pe t i t i one r s - Lea, 

-sen?:. Gorra i l , John K« Croweon, Jennie Alice Thurjaanf Dolores 

A« Lee, hol ly Bel le CrowsonfI\euben A* Crovreon, ,;ii:?.ao©th Crowson, 

Andrew ?aaka#n Orowaan, and Xatjr s i i an Crcvpcn, tha court bavinf 

(D 
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South McAlester , I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y , 
June 30, 1903. 

A . J . 0 rows on, e t a 1 . , 

v s . South I.fcAlester, "No. 124, 
Central District, • 74* 

The Choctaw Nation. 

LETTER OF INSTRUCTIONS. 

To 

The office files of the papers in the above 

entitled cause are herewith delivered, and you are 

directed to make an investigation thereof along the lines 

indicated, conforming in the main to the instructions 

contained in this letter, returning same,together with 

your written report and exhibits attached thereto, at 

the earliest practicable date. 

STATEMENT OF CASE. 

The aplicant, A.J. CR0WS0N, on September 5, 

1896, in his letter addressed to the Dawes Commission 

concluded with the prayer: »I request you examine the 

rolls,if my ancestors are there, I desire recognition." 



There is no petition submitted to the Dawes 

Commission with the exception of this letter, and 

thereon the decision of denial by the Dawes Commission 

of December 3, 189C, was rendered. 

At trial of the cause on appeal before the 

united States Court for the Central District of Indian 

Territory, the names of Andrew J. Crowson's children 

and grandchildran were developed, but the Court did not 

apparently consider them applicants, and in the rendi­

tion of the Judgment of August 81, 1897, reversing the 

decision of the Commission, the only person admitted was 

t he app11cant f A.J. crowson. 

His petition for writ of error directed to the 

Choctaw and Chiciasaw Citizenship Court included all 

of the children and grandchildren of the applicant. 

We do no4 believe that the Citizenship Court 

can acquire Jurisdiction over any person except the 

applicant, A.J. crowson. 

• i 

CLAIMS OF APPLICANT. 

The applicant claims his right to admission 

and recognition as a citizen by blood of the Choctaw 

Nation by reason of the fact that he is a direct lineal 

descendant of a full blood Choctaw woman whoso name is 

unknown, and who married an Irishman named David Ander­

son; that of this marriage there were born several 

children, including one, James Anderson, who had a 



3 

daughter, Sally Anderson, who first married a man by 

the name of Larrance, and afterwards in 1840 married 

John Crowson. The applicant, A,J. Crowson, is the son 

of Sally Anderson by her second husband, John Crowson. 

The record will further show that James Ander­

son moved from Mississippi to the neighborhood of Doahe-

viiie, Indian Territory, where his daughter, Sally 

Crowson, was married. It is the presumption that after 

thin marriage she left the Choctaw Nation and went to 

the State of Texas, where the applicant. A.J. Crowson, 

was born. A.J. Crowson first came to the Indian Terri­

tory in 1861, and returned to Texas in 1863 rhere he 

joined +he Confederate army, and after the war lived in 

Texas until 1890, when he returned to the Indian Territory. 

CONTENTION OF THE CHOCTAW AND CHICKASAW NATIONS. 

Our theory in this case is that it is without 

any foundation of fact, that the applicant is not 

possessed of Choctaw blood, and consequently cannot be 

the descendant of any Choctaw Indian. It is probably 

true that his descent from David and James Anderson is 

correct, but there is nothing conclusive to the fact 

that either of these persons were possessed of Choctaw 

blood; in fact, we find that Dave Anderson is claimed 

to have been an Irishman; and the name of the mother of 

James Anderson, whom it is alleged was a full blood 

Choctaw Indian, is unknown. 



We have, however, made a thorough search of 

the records of the !Tni t.ed States government and of the 

Choctaw Nation relative to persons who were beneficiaries 

under the fourteenth, article of the OhoctBr treaty of 1830, 

and also who participated in the distribution of the 

"net proceeds" fund, and we no where find the names of 

David James or Sally Anderson, Sally Larranee, Sally 

Crowson or the applicant, A.J. Crowson. 

Tim KVTDEHCE. 

The evidence consists of two exparte affida­

vits which accompanied A.J. Crowson's letter to the 

Dawes Commission in 1896. 

BIT) AXLEY in his exparte affidavit of September 

4, 1896, alleges that he had been acquainted with A.J. 

Crowson and his people about 44 years, and that it has 

been his understanding that A.J. Crowson wa-s the son 

of Sally Crowson and that her father was James Anderson 

who was generally Known and considered as a half breed 

Choctaw Indian. Affiant alleges that he obtained this 

information by hearing old people talk of the history 

of the Andersons and their descendants, and it has al­

ways been his understanding that they were of Indian 

blood. 



The allegations of the affiant, aside from the 

relationship existing between A.J. and Sally Crowson 

and James Anderson, are altogether hearsay. It is pos­

sible and probable that he has heard that the Andersons 

were Choctaw Indians, as there are several well Known 

families by this name recognized citizens of the tribes. 

You will see this witness and secure from him 

a specific statement as to the Andersons that he knew, 

and then have him trace the ancestry of the applicant, 

A.J. Crowson, as far back as he was personally acquainted 

wi th him. 

E.D. WHITEHURST in his ex parte affidavit of 

September 4, 1896, alleges that he knew John Larrance 

and had heard him say that he was a half brother of 

A.J. Crowson, and that his mother was qunrteroon Choctaw 

Indian. Affiant alleges that hebecame acquainted with 

A.J. Crowson in 1868 and he had the appearance of having 

Indian blood. It has also been generally understood 

in the neighborhood where he lived that A.J. Crowson 

7ms a son of Sally Larrence by her marriage to John 

Crowson and that Sally Larrence was a daughter of James 

Anderson who was considered to be a straight Choctaw Indian, 
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Our theory in regard to this affidavit is that 

it was prepared for the signature of the affiant; that 

he has no knowledge of the facts testified to further 

than his personal acquaintance with James Larrence and 

A.J. Crowson; and that such information as he has 

gathered relative to their ancestor is entirely hearsay. 

You will see this witness and if possible 

secure from him a statement or counter affidavit set­

ting forth the manner in which his original testimony 

was procured; and trace with him the ancestry of A.J. 

Crowson as far back as possible; also have the witness 

state where and how he first acquired the Knowledge 

that A.J. Crowson was possessed of Choctaw blood. 

A.W. GARDNER testifies that he is 58 years of 

age, and lives at Durant, Indian Territory; that he well 

remembers the Anderson family of Indians and of having 

seen some of them near DoaKsville when a boy. He remem­

bers the names of certain of the family and testifies 

that James Anderson had seven children, among them a 

girl named Sally, but it has been so long since he saw 

her that he does not remember much about her, but that 

it seems that when he Knew her she had been married once, 



but does not remember her husband's name. Witness tes­

tifies that he remembers Sam Larrance in the Territory, 

but does not remember much about hla; recollects that 

Sally Anderson went off to the states and married, and 

that several years after that a young man by the name 

of A.J. Crowson came to the Territory, who said he was 

her son by her second husband; witness testifies that 

he does not know this to be a fact, but that when he 

lived near Sally Anderson she showed to be considerable 

of an Indian. 

Testimony of this witness was undoubtedly 

procured by misrepresentation, anl it is our opinion that 

witness knew absolutely nothing in regard to these 

people. Our Mr. Richardson has heretofore been directed 

to see this witness, and on June 8, 1903, procured from 

him an affidavit in which he states that he did know 

a James Anderson who lived close to Durant, whom he 

now "hinks is dead, that this James Anderson was a full 

blood Choctaw Indian, but the witness does not connect 

him in any manner with A.J. Crowson; In fact, he denies 

ever having knenrfl or heard of any people by the name of 

Crowson or named John Larrence or James Larrence. 

E.D. WHITEHURST again appears as a witness 

in the case, this time in a deposition taken on July 12, 
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1897. The testimony is substantially the same as that 

contained in his ex parte affidavit of September 4, 

1896. You have heretofore been instructed to see this 

witness. 

E. LIEVSAY testifies that he is 59 years of 

age, and acquainted with A.J. Crowson's family; is also 

acquainted with the appearance of Choctaws, and that 

Mr. Crowson and his family have the appearance of In-

di ans. 

The testimony of this witness is only valuable 

as the expert testimony of an anthropologist or physi­

ognomist; we do not believe that he could qualify in 

this capacity and his testimony is therefore immaterial. 

The testimony concludes with an exhaustive 

statement of the applicant, A.J. Crowson, setting forth 

the members of his family, and his various removals to 

and from the Indian Territory. 

It Is our belief that the only idea in putting 

Crowson on the stand was for the purpose of having his 

children included as parties to the original application. 

This, however, the Court failed to do, and aside therefrom, 

the testimony is of no materiality. 

We have been advised by Simon E. Lewis that 

Keuben Anderson's father, who was a Choctaw Indian, was 



named Daniel Anderson, and that Reuben had a sister by 

the name of Sally, who married a half blood Choctaw 

named John Spring, who was the father of Governor Mc 

Curtain's present wife; and that this Sally Anderson is 

the only Choctaw by that name whom he has ever known or 

heard of. 

WILSON N. JONES in an affidavit of May 23, 

1898, also testifies that he is well acquainted with 

the Choctaw family of Andersons, and never heard of any 

member of that family marrying a white man by the name 

of Lawrence or Crowson. 

It is unnecessary to see either of these 

witnesses, as they will be subpoenaed on behalf of 

the Nations to testify at the trial of this cause. 

It may be possible that In your field investigation 

and examination of the witnesses herein indicated, new 

facts and conditions will develop which would warrant 

your seeing and examining other persons who have 

Knowledge of this applicant. If so, you will proceed 

as your best judgment may dictate without first returning 

to,or reporting to this office for more specific directions 

Very truly yours, 

Dictated. 


