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II THE CHOCTAW AND CHICKASAW CITIZENSHIP COURT, SITTING AT 

TISHOMINGO, II? Til INDIAN TEKHITOEY. 

Harriet Gordon, et al,, No. 106, 

P. L* & Eos* Tapp, et al., No. 108. 

William Sledge, et al. , No* 127. 

Plaintiffs, 

Choetaw and Chickasaw Nations. 

Defendants. 

All of the applicants in the above entitled cause 

hase their claim to the right of enrollment, on the descent 

from a common ancestor, Jane Eraser, the daughter of Thomas 

Prazer, and alleged to he t Choctaw half "blood. 

All of the testimony in the three cases was taken 

in the case of Harriet Gordon, et al., No. 106, and consists 

of the following named witnesses: 

Maggie Richardson, 

James Mctettrfcdge, and 

Mr. Loranche. 

In addition to the oral testimony of the foregoing 

witnesses, a certificate purporting to show that the witness 

Maggie Richardson has hem enrolled and such enrollment has 

heen approved hy the Secretary of the Interior, was intro­

duced. 

(1) 



Maggie Bichardson i s shown to be a "blood re l a t ion 

of appl icants and as she has been enrolled by the Commission 

to the F i r e Civ i l i sed Tribes, t h i s re la t ionsh ip i s offered as 

the sole evidence of the possession by applicants of Choctaw 

blood. 

Mrs, Richardson t e s t i f i e d that she i s 45 years of 

age, (born in 1859), a f u l l s i s t e r of Harr ie t Gordon and a 

daunhterof Jane Fr&sser; tha t she was born in Miss i ss ippi , but 

does not know where; tha t when a baby she was taken to 

Jefferson County, I l l i n o i s ; moved from I l l i n o i s to Texas, 

where she l ived u n t i l she was about grown, and then moved to 

Indian Ter r i to ry , reaching here about twenty-six years ago, 

(1878), This witness fur ther t e s t i f i e d that Jane Frazer 

got her Choctaw blood from Thomas Frazer whom witness says 

was a recognized Choctaw, but when pressed on cross-examina­

t ion , she says the Thomas Frazer whose r i gh t s were not d i s ­

puted was not her grand-father, but a cousin whom she saw 

twelve years ago at San Bo i s and who l ived at Tuskahcma and 

Tal lhinaj but since she fur ther says she does not know who 

were the parent or any of the d i rec t r e l a t i v e s of even t h i s 

Thomas Frazer,wat* i t i s c lear tha t she could only have 

c.uessed at the re la t ionsh ip from the s imi la r i ty of names, 

and since she only saw him once and has absolutely no in for ­

mation about him, i t i s c lear tha t tine could not know 

whether h i s claim was or was not disputed. 

The descendants of the alleged Jane Frazer are 

shown a t present and for the past two generat ions, to have 

been res iden ts of I l l i n o i s , Texas, Arkansas and the Cherokee 

Mation, while the testimony showing a Mississippi origin i s 

of the vaguest, 

(2) 



The e a r l i e s t hab i t a t which i s shown hy evidence a t 

a l l olear or sa t i s fac tory i s I l l i n o i s , and from then on the 

testimony i s reasonably sa t i s fac to ry . Ho attempt i s made to 

loca te the family at any pa r t i cu l a r point in Miss iss ippi . 

Witnesses Mc^ettridge and Loranche confine t h e i r 

testimony to recent b i r t h s , marriages and deaths and the 

mater ia l i ssues in the case are l e f t to stand solely on the 

testimony of Maggie Richardson. 

The case then stands in t i de a t t i t u d e , a l l of the 

appl icants and Maggie Elchardson ?»rere applicants before the 

Commission in 1896, and were admitted "by the Commission. 

The na t ions appealed as to a l l except Mrs. Richardson, whose 

case, doubtless "by an inadTertenee, was not appealed, and 

applicants are now seeking to bind t h i s Court by the adjudi­

ca t ion of the Commission in another case. 

The law as delivered by t h i s Court i s that the 

adjudications of the Commission in 1896, were void because 

against only one Nation when both were in te res ted . Her 

ju.d/5iTient became f i n a l in 1896 only l>j nxi oversight of the 

Nations* attorn©ys. She fact that an appeal was taken in 

the case of Harr ie t Gordon, the fu l l s i s t e r of Mai;gie Richard­

son, shows conclusively tha t an appeal was intended to have 

been taken in the Richardson case. This, however, has no 

bearing on the oase at bar , and we mention t h i s condition 

only tha t the al leged c e r t i f i c a t e may not be misleading. 

The i s sues here are as in a l l other cases and without re fe r ­

ence to what the Gomelssion or any other t r ibuna l has denes 

1 s t . Are these appl icants Choctaw Indians; and 

2nd* Are they such Choctaw Indians a© under the t r e a t i e s 

and laws are e n t i t l e d to share in the lands of the Choctaws 

and Oiickasaws. 
(3) 



There i s not one word of evidence i n t h e r eco rd 

competent t o show t h a t app l ican t®, or any of them, a r e e i t h e r 

i n t e r m a r r i e d , emigrant «r M i s s i s s i p p i Choctaws, ass def ined 

i n our "brief i n t h e A* 0 . Mallory c a s e , No. 60, and i n our 

op in ion t h e p e t i t i o n f o r a judgment e n t i t l i n g them t o 

enrol lment a s members of t h e Choctaw n a t i o n should be 

He spec t f u i l y s a t e i t t ed, 

ATTORNEYS POK THE CHOCTAW A3STD CHICKASAW NATIONS. 
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In the Choctaw and Chickasaw citizenship Court, 

At rishoaingo. 

Harriet oor -ion at al* ) 
) 

P.L . and KOBE Tap;- a t a l , ) 
) 

fa, 8 ledge at a l . ) 
} Memoranda of Argument for 
) 

y. ) Applicants* 

Choct* 'Kasaw Hatione) 

In thin caoe, as st*tod by counafel .for the UationSf 

in their isoaoranda or arKunteit, rtylod causae waawi 

consolidated and tr iad aa one* 

3?he proof shewed that Mre. . Le ?. Richorson was 

etaxaber ofthe Choctaw tril of Indiana toy b.:ood and 

as such had boon duly identified and enrolled by the ton 

to the "ive Civlljfeed fri ction in identifying 

111 been approved,after investigation, 

9 Secretary of bha interior? \ hi lied on hear 

land and oertl otmant for the aeae* 

11 a i t is 'barely possible t She action of the 

Coi ;.on, in 1896, in e n r o l l i n g fclret ' hereon rrithAnl having 

aerrioe upon both Nations might not have been binding,at the 

la tlE»ef acting under am in accordance vrlth the provisions 

of the eet of June 38th«X8S>8* commonly called the Curtia bill* 

tha Secretary of the interior,clothed with aragple autl ority* 

without serriee on either nation*to investigate ':^x determine 

who should constitute ajntottftannctgethe t r ibal ro l l s of the 



3 -

five civilinod tribes,held Krs« Hiclierson to be a cit izen of 

the Choctaw tr ibe or Hatlon of Indians t and we consider hie 

decision renders the natters In connectton I " h^r citizenship 

res adju&icata*. She has baen determined by a competent t r i ­

bunal to be a ci t isen or the Shoot &i ' >lood« to say 

that through lie.- veins could flow a s t rain of Ghoetaw blood 

: IT *i ' ndant o^ tame father K>ther 

! a wo :an la puerile an! ve do net bal l eve that any 

Hint of ••• the ovarHsaalsus counsel for the nations 

can result In convincing bhia court that one child raey be 

... and another a white person* to ay the least a grave 

mistake has bean made*either by tl» Sessetary of the interior 

or counsel for tfc lions are badly ttlatafcen. Ke states in 

his arn^ccient that simply because an oversight on the p«rt of 

the Rations' attorney thSs cause was not appeal edf stating,how*-

eTt3a? :'. " sentence and on the saraa page that this has 

• | tever, to do with tl : oasa>, For what u >se*if 

ha is tc l ted by methods or fairness and impartiality! 

doss lie s a i l the court 's attention to that faott 

MrSi Rich Arson, whose lemaanor upon the stand we cannot 

but believe impressed fche court favor ably, t es t If led that she 

was a v • Choctaw tribe or Nation of&IndJ .y blood* 

re her reasons for so testifying,corroborating herself by 

a l l the proof that was necessary:dene *vewthina,in fact,and 

furnished as eoieh proof as the governorisof the Choctaw and 

CfhioKasaw nations could sumish as to their cit izenship. 

Jhe connection betwean Mrs* Rioherson, a duly enrolled 
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' recognized citizen of the Clioctaw tr ibe OS Ration of In-

i! :is,and the applicants herein has been proven and we belieW 

after an Investigation o>; the eeeoBft could, in Justice to i t se l f 

and in justice to the ai>plioantetdo nothing exeept to rendef 

a judgment admitting the» to citlaanahip* 

Respec t ftt l ly Stflxa i t ted, 

ornay for Applicants.. 

• 
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BEFORE THE CHOCTAW ASH CHICKASAW CJTIZESfSHIP 
COURT, SITTING AT TISHOMlllGO. 

H a r r i e t Gordon, e t a l . , No, 106. 

Roea Tapp, e t a l . , Ko, 108. 

Wil l iam Sledge, e t a l . , Ho. 127. 

v s . 

Choctaw end Chickasaw Nat ions . 

RBPLY BHIKF FOR NATIONS. 

We have been furnished with a copy of the "Memo ran-

dun of Arguaaant f o r App l i can t s " , and the purpose of t h i s i s to 

make f u r t h e r r e f e r ence to one p o i n t the re in r a i s e d , to -wi t j 

t h a t Maggie F . Richardson, a s i s t e r of the p r i n c i p a l app l i ­

c a n t in t h i s c a s e , i s a c i t i z e n of the Choctaw Nat ion and t h a t 

t h e r e f o r e they are c i t i z e n s . 

Our p o s i t i o n and the con ten t ion which we have h e r e t o ­

f o r e urged in connect ion with t h i s and o the r cases are so 

we l l known t h a t , o r d i n a r i l y we would n o t deem f u r t h e r reference 

t h e r e t o necessary ; h u t s i n c e the b r ief on "bshalf of the p l a i n ­

t i f f s g ives r i s e to in fe rences no t j u s t i f i e d by the f a c t s 

and the r ecord , we deem i t no t improper to r ep ly t h e r e t o . 

As above s t a t e d t h e s o l e c o n t e n t i o n of a t t o r n e y s f o r 

a p p l i c a n t s i s t h a t because Magyie F . Richardson 1B a c i t i z e n 

of ths Choctaw Nation these a p p l i c a n t s are c i t izsens , and should 

be admitted and en ro l l ed . 

Maggie F . Richardson nd h e r family were app l i can t s 

b e f o r e the Commission to the F ive C i v i l i z e d Tribes under the 

Act of 'ongress approved June 10, 1896 j u s t as the a p p l i c a n t s 

in t h i s oase were . The Na t ions appealed the Gordon, Tapp and 

Sledge o a s e s , b u t did no t appeal as to h e r . Since h&r ances t ry 



and source of r ight was iden t i ca l the inference i s conclusive 

t ha t h*ir case was no i .<aled through til* oversight of the 

at torney* representing the na t ions . According to *B r Mm evi­

dence *iven before th i s Court her statu® i s exactly Hit s ta tus 

i f the applicants in t h i s ease and he r application to the 

Commission to the VtM Civ i l i sed Tribes was made at fee same 

I i M and under the same circ umstmees; m& the sa le arid only 

reason she claims to be a c i t i aen of the Choctaw Nation at th is 

t i n s and the sole and onl;y reason which the attorney fo r appl i ­

c a n t s can urge in th i s case i s that t he i r • - s i s t e r , through 

an oversight of the attorneys represent in,'- the Choctaw Wat ion 

has a Judgment of the C ansa is* Ion to the Five Civ life sd Tribes 

in her favor r®n&®r*§& under the mt of congress Sppr t rs i June 

llf, 189^. 

We quote her evidence on t h i s point: .̂̂ _,,..., _.A. 

*$. Ton wore nm®r a Choctaw c i t i z en or consider a 
Choctaw c i t izen u n t i l you applied to the Dawes Com-
missionf- you know what the Dawes Commission is? 

A. YOB S ir* 
<jU That i s t rus t 
A. ^irsfc husband went to Tuahkahona. 
o.ri you were not admitted there? 
A, Ho s i r . 
(« Tou applied to the Dawes € omiss ion a t the same 

time Harr i s t Gordon, Bosa Tapp and William Sledge 
applied? 

A* Yes s i r , 
Qm You were admitted end t h e i r case came to the Unit-

ad States Court? 
A* I suppose so, 
Q, That i s the b a s i s of your ei ' . iaenship and that i s 

the bas i s of th i s c e r t i f i c a t e ? Yo:* are yourself 
now/ a Choctsp* c i t i zen because you were admitted to 
c i t i zensh ip by the Dawes Commissions 

A. Yes s i r , * 

We have set out t h i s evidence showing the f a c t s for 

the reason kfesit the br ie f of applicants gives r ise to the pos­

s ib le inference that t h i s woman was Indeed a Choctaw e l t i a f n 

and duly recognised and enrolled as sueh# Her evidence 

shows otherwise. fee has no knowledge whatever and does not 



3
 

1
 

if
 

o
 

»*
 

&
 

®
 

<+
 i V

 0 1 r- H
* 

«+
 

^ g ©
J i e
ft

 

* 3 • i 1 

s 1*
 

IT
 

ft
 

P
 

c
* 

3 O
 I
 

# I
 

• 1
 

i
 

:<
"3

 

^ ft
f,

 

ft
 e i o
. D
 s- •1
 

ft
 

I o ft*
 

ft
 I 3 &
 

ft*
 

«
0 s- <+

 

S 3 o • ft
 1 I 1
* 

8 3 9 €+
 

M
 s- 8»
 

ef
t 

0 

9 3 H
 

O
B

 
P

 

c
* V
 

1 O
 V
 

\ m
 

o 0 i ft*
 

ft
 I
 

O
 •1
 

1 1 * *1
 

• *-
* 

0 Q
 i 

ft*
 i
 

£ 2 I o 1 * £?
 1 »d
 

*i
 

o *d
 

o sa
 

©
 

H
 1 p
" 1 i 3 i S
3 c
* | 

• • p
* 

<4
 

£ • s p p 3 g at
 

m
 s P
* 

a s £
* 

£
* 

§ 0 § P
i § ©
 

3 • a o £ I is
* 1 @
 

• *1
 

S?
 

H
. 

t
t 3 ft*
 i
 

V
: 3 ft*
 

ef
t 

r*
 

1 p
. 3 p
* 

f
t 

• £ 0J
 

1 r • s 1 - § i *a
$ 

* pi
 3 s- a*
 

&
 

3 | 1 P
 

* * 
' 

3 p
i I
 

p 1 3 4 a*
 

o p
f 

P
j 

0 <
* 

fc
f § P
 

p
* 

P
 i
 

9 3 S
 I •3
 

S P
J 5'
 

i •?
 

I ft*
 i i*
 

4 s o i
 

ft
 

0 ft*
. 1 it
 a p 21
 1 X
f 

m
 

J3
* 

I H
 

05
 

3 P
J 

• 1 1 2
. 

a*
 s 1 e

* o • 3 g tf
^ 

1
* § 0 9
1 3 £ o 

1 s- | 3 1 o p rt
 

p
1

 

P
 1 * s1 i
 

• • o 1 1 *•
 1 ff 

§ P
J a p 3 c*
 1 1*
 

D
5 s p
i 1 P
J s 1 § 3 7 

i 0
* 

3 £ £ p 3 tf # 3
 

S
 

91
 

*>
* 

m
 3 S fr
 § 1 P
 s P
. I m
 

p P
 a p *d
 

| si
 

v
j &
* B
 

xt
 

c
* 

^ 1*
 

5S
 

0 I
 

• M
 

3 0 m
 

p p i 4:
 

ft n 

a
 

< P i*
 8 '1
 £ I SB
 

i S
t 3 13
 

« P
 

p P
 g s •t
 

§ P
 

P
 i 

3'
 

3 m
 

m
 

0 H
 

O
b 

c
* i 0 e
* o P
 

SJ
 

0 0 g 9 ^ 3*
 

S
 

ft
 

P>
 

3 I
 

1 *1
 

P
 

H
 

P
 i
 

I S
i 

0 ft
 

• H
 

I P
[ 0 1 £8
 

P
 1 P
 

r*
-

ft*
 

S
j 

3 «v>
 

P
 S
 

p
* 0 1 1?
 

ft
 

t3
* 

|*
 

P
 

0 8 as
 

i C6
-

J3
 

O
 

t ft
 

0 C
 

» 

i i
 

3 0 ft
 

• 1 1 i ft • , 

9 $ 0 § • 0 0 1 0 m
 

&
 

•f
 

i*
 

is
 1 s 8>
 

1 0 1 § P
* t^
 

*1
 

P
 

1 1 p
* 4 ft
 I if
 

S
I § o>
 

fj
 p » &
 1 0 If
 

»?
 

| P
J 1 a i
 

a 0 H
 P H
 

>*
• 

ft*
 I 3
 1 0 8 0 i
 

i*
 1
 

i 1 e
l 

I R
 

p
* g ft*
 

§ ff
t P
 

P5
' 

0 

P
 

• S1 

§ ft
 

P
 

ff 5 P
 f I
 

H
I 

P
 

P
 • 0 g 1 ft
 s 1 • 0 § <4
-

E
J 1 0 

&
 

&
 

**
 I
 i • n 5 0 • IT

 
§ 3- p t 34

 
p 0 P

 
M

 S 0 g P
* 

P
1
 

51
 

m
 

®
 

H
 

IS
 

0 i p n ft*
 

n # p - p ft|
 

0 P
 

H
 31
 

• 36
 

• H
 

3 H
 n 

1 s 0 3
 

i ŝ p
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t h i s Court that the na t ions h§v*s always contended and now c< 

tend and wi l l contend in the future tha t admissions by the 

Commission to the F t f t g iv l l ; iYibee under the Act of eon-

gross of .Tune 10, 189A &re TO id; end that persons admitted 

by these proceedings are not ent i t led ' - . Hit or a l lo t -

zn^nt; m& Haggle ff <lchardsonv the s i s t e r of the applicants 

in t h i s esse d i f fe r s IB no wise from the ROIjr other persons 

admitted by the Coin lesion in 1896 or fey Lhe Choctaw Council 

where both Kltiomi ware necessary and in te res ted p a r t i e s and 

only one Met ion made a par ty . 

We respectful ly ttlgt in th i s sj in *»11 other esses 

t h s t the claims of these applicants he adjudicated upon the i r 

mer i t s , without reference to * « t i ^ r h i r e ba-n dine by the 

Comir lesion to the Five Civ i l i sed Tribes , under the Act of 

June 10, 189'? in connection with the i r r e l e t i r e s . 

The issues in t i l ls case as in. a l l other l i k e eases 

• n ; 

F i r s t : Are the applicants Choctaw Indians; end 

Second: Are they such Choctaw Indians as under the 

t r e s t l e s and lews ere en t i t l ed to admission 

mU enrollment and to pa r t i c ipa t ion in the 

d i s t r i bu t i on of the t r i b a l propv^ty of the 

Choc taws m& Ohio less aws, 

We shal l no to/briefly address ourselves to the rseord 

with a view to ascer ta in ing what has been done by the applicants 

towards es tabl ish ing t&olr ilfcfti .vpon i t s mer i t s . 

Their onl witness i s Mag ie F, Richanis n above 

re fe r md to# An examination of the record m%de up before the 

C oman i ss ion t. o the f lve 0 iv 11 i m& Tr lb • • and the On i t ed St I tea 

Court w i l l show various a f f idavi t s ident ica l as to form, word­

ing and general appearance, signed and sworn to before Thomas 
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and "Family. 

For t/ Motion of the Court we quota from pages 

859, 340 m i ,-.!» I ' bli :-^co«ds 

ration T*« t h e United S ta t** , in the Court 

i f £1 I t-ns: 

"Charles i f n « l t r | l l ohusha County, . -#« 
t h a i on the £7 th$ep t # , 1S30, he war> the Choctaw head of 

siding on bhe • of Loose 3chuam, in 
th a Chon taw 9 e * t t r y , in ]I i s • . ; -h 11 w i t h i n 0 lac ft on th s 

r a t i f i c a t i o n t h» l a t a Choctaw t r e a t y he 
s i g n i f i e d to Coll. irard, agent fo r the Choatasw, h i s in -

it ion 1 r . in ft y e a r s . - M of the s t a t e , 
& t ake l ands under the 14 th a r t . of s a i d t r e a t y ; t h a t 

,r d b;, tent b u t cannot 
•« found on the r e g i s t e r of c l a i m a n t s under s a i d 
l©j belonged ic Capt , TunibUXl*i 

company, - l i v e d on l ands now embraced in s e c t i o n 16 , 
sndhlj 24« i»t , »liar h mprorettettt»Ai 
ore he s t i l l cont inues to l i v e rod t h a t he had l i v i n g 

„• f o u r unmarried c h i l d 
ren, e t e r t t » y e a r s of ege, named J a n e , Andrew, tfary, 

. 1 , i - b l l undej t n 3 *rs • asnsd Hni ly . 
A* A» HAL SKY, 

Att*y f o r Cla imants . 
^ $6 .— Char les P r a a i e r , 1 q u a r t e r b lood Choctaw, 

jag in t a r oga ed, ays h i s name I s 
Charles F r a i l e r ; t h a t h« r e s i d e s in Yale-bush a County, 

l i p i j " of C< i l l s , on L00B&-
sehuna Creek, on the n o r t h a ide , about % m i l e end a ha l f 

. .< e reekj at bhe data of the t r e a t y he ha I f i r e 
c h i l d r e n l i v i n g with h t a , the e l d e s t naned-

l . .•*•>. ., l a l l , i s no t a i n 
If ?sh« was unmarried a t the timeof the t r e a t y ; she mar 
rled aboul bha! 4 fc , Chickasaw, no t 

c o l l e c t h i s name; went Immediately on h e r m s r r i a g e 
l iws lountryj £ revious t • h e r mar­

r i a g e , a f t e r the dea th of h e r mother , she l i v e d sometimes 
. a - c h a - e o l b s r t , about Z mi les 

south of the Chickasaw old f i e l d s , In -'.he Chickss 
iry* and »ei bh -•' of 

h e r mother , Jane res ided the p r i n c i p a l p a r t cf h e r time 
oth j&aeao In the chicle 

asa- count ry u n t i l h e r mar r i age . 
Andrew, gone we3t of the M i s s i s s i p p i l * e t f a l l 

with h i s g r and fa the r , George C o l b e r t ; he i s now 9,2 o r 23 
years of age; - 1 b 'h ..~. . --,. -li* breatar. 
s t a i d most of h i s time with h i s grandmother in the Chick­
asaw count ry a f t e r the death of h i s mother u n t i l h i s 

mar r i age ; a f t e r h i s mar r i age he r e s ided i t h h i s mother 
inlaw, on wolf River , in the Chickasaw coun t ry . 

Mary, now with h e r grandmother in the Chicle as aw 
c o u n t r y , now about 20 o r 21 y e a r s of age , unmarried a t 
t h e time of the t r e a t y ; has l i v e d almost e n t i r e l y wi th 
h e r grandmother s i n c e the d**ath cf h e r mother . 
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SUMMONS. 

United States of America, 

Indian Territory, 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court. 

ss 

The President of the United States of America, 
T o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s M a r s h a l for t h e I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y , S o u t h e r n D is t r i c t , 

G R E E T I N G : 

i . , •' jv 
You are hereby Commanded to Summons P. S. Moseiev, Governor of 

the Chickasaw Nation, to answer on behalf of said nation, in twenty days after the service of this 

summons ugjon him, as Governor of said Nation a complaint in^ Equity filed against the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw nation in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, in the Indian Ter-

and warn him that upon his failure as said Governor to answer on behalf of said nation, tht 

complaint will be taken for confessed, and you will make return of the summons instanter; 

And you are further commanded to notify said P. S. Moseley Governor aforesaid, 

that the papers, files and proceedings in the case ot / v ^ ^ ^ / K ^ i ^ - r . P~^?~^?.....*?&...4£%Lm+ 

File No &Jfr —.. in the District Court for th« 
r° f¥ District of the 

Indian Territory, has been transferred to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, and that 

the certificate of the clerk of said court for said CT"^-'^''^-'^^^ Indian Territory, 

has been attached thereto. 

; . • ' * , 

• 

W I T N E v S S the Honorable Spencer B. Adams, Chief Judge, 

* Walter L. Weaver and Henry S. Foote, Associate 

Judges, and the Seal thereof, at South McAlester, 

Indian Territdrv, aforesaid, this ....^Zm....^r. 

day of March A. D., 1903. 

^^Z^i^^^.Z3.. Clerk. 

Deputy. 

•• • • :.,-.•' :. \ \ :» h . l . Z ' \ l : <v 



SUMMONS 
irS EQUITY. 

VS. 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations. 

Summons issued yr-...^T~.. dav of 

March, 1903. Returnable instanter. 

Marsha l ' s Fees. 

Service - - - S , 

Miles - - - - $ 

Expenses - - - S 

TOTAL S 

Attorneys for Plaintiff. 
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SUMMONS. 

United States of America, 

Indian Territory, 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court. 

^ss 

The President of the United States of America, 
T o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s M a r s h a l for t h e I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y , N o r t h e r n D is t r i c t , 

G R E E T I N G : 

You are hereby Commanded to Summons Green McCurtain, Principal Chief of 

the Choctaw Nation, to answer on behalf of said nation, in twenty days after the service of this 

summons upon him, as Principal Chief of said Nation a complaint in Equity filed against the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw nation in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, in the Indian Ter­

ritory, at Q ^ * r J L < ^ ^ , b y . 7 ^ . , 

and warn him that upon his failure as said Principal Chief to answer on behalf of said nation, the 

complaint will be taken for confessed, and you will make return of the summons instanter; 

And you are further commanded to notify said Green McCurtain, Principal Chief aforesaid, 

that the papers, files and proceedings in the case ot ./^/3s1*?&...,.7>r?d^^ 

> &...£*:-. in the District Court for the . W - r i ^ ^ ^ ^ of the File No. 

Indian Territory, has been transferred to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, and that 

the certificate of the clerk of said court for said ^r^r<^^i^?t**-^r*-*%-'District, Indian Territory, 

has been attached thereto. 

'-

-

_̂  

• •. • r ; 

W I T N E S S the Honorable Spencer B. Adams, Chief Judge, 

Walter L. Weaver and Henry S. Poote, Associate 

Judges, and the Seal thereof, at South MciUester, 

Indian Territory, aforesaid, this ...jzr.Jfcz. 

day of March A. D., 1903. 

Bv Deputy. 

i 
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Mo /AZ-T7 

S U M M O NS 
IN EQUITY. 

Summons issued ?*...^£ dav of 

March, 1903. Returnable instanter. 

Marsha l ' s Fees. 

Service - - - : $ ~ 

Miles - $ 

Expense* - - - $ 

T O T A L S 

Attorneys for Plaintiff. 
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a* 

To the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, at Vinita, Ind. Ter. 

P. I. and Rosa Tapp 

vs Application. 

The Choctaw Nation. 

Your etitioner, Rosa Tspp, would most respectfully 

represent that she is 2:5 years of age and a resident of Velma, I.T., 

and has been for about 24 years. That she and her children are entitled 

to enrollment ir the Choctaw Nation, and as Choctaw Indians by blood. 

That she is a daughter of Harriet Gordon, and a niece of Maggie F. 

Richerson, a recognized Choctaw Indian. That she is the mother of the 

following children, to-wit:Albert Tapp, and Oney Tapp, who together with 

her husband, Perry L. Tapp, she prays may be enrolled by your Honorable 

Commission, as Choctaw Indians. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this the _ day of , 1896. 

THOMAS SHOOT, NOTARY PUBLIC. 

Before me this day appeared P. L. Tapp, who being duly sworn to 

tel the truth, the whole truth , and nothing but the truth, sayd that he 

is one of the applicants in the above styled cause, and that the forego­

ing is a true and correct copy of the original one filed with the Dawes 

Commission. 

P. I. Tapr. 

and sworn to before me this 1st day of January 

W- I. OtfLbert. 

notary Public. 



I 

Indian Territory ss 

Southern District 

Before me, the undersigned, authority, this day appeared 

Maggie F. Richerson, who being duly sworn says that she is acquainted 

with Rosa Tapp, one of the applicants in the above styled ca e, and that 

she knows her to be the identical person that she represents herself to 

be in her application for citizenship in the Choctaw Nation. That the 

applicant is her niece, being a daugh er of her sister, Harriet 

Gordon. Affiant states that she is a Choctaw Indian by blood, and 

as such has been recognized for years- that she has drawn her annuity, 

and enjoyed all the rights, privileges, and immunities, that in any . ajr 

pertain to a right in the said Nation. That her right as an Indian has 

never been disputed. She would further state that she is a daughter 

of Jane Frazier, a half blcod Choctaw Indian, and that this fact could be 

plainly seen from her personal'• appearance. She would further state that 

she has no interest in the result of this application, further than 

that justice may be done to all parties. 

sworn to before me this 1st day of , 189®.6 

Thomas M. Smoot 

Notary Public . 

Before me, the undersigned authority, this day appeared Harriet 

Gordon, who being duly sworn, says that the above and foregoing is a true 

and correct copy of the original filed with the Dawes Commission. 

Harriet Gordon. 

1st day of January, 

W. I. Gilbert. 

Notary Public. 



P. L. and Rose Tapp, 

vs Master's Report, 

Choctaw Nation. 

I find, that Rosa Tapp, is a Choctaw Indian by blood, amd 

resides in the Indian Territory and tat svie has two children, 

Albert Tapp, and Oney Tapp, who are also Choctaw Indians by blood. 

I recommend that Mrs. Rosa Tapp and her m children, Albert 
Oney 

Tapp, and RSUKSL Tapp , be admitted and enrolled as members of the 

Choctaw Tribe of Indians by blood, I recommend that P. . L. Tapp, 

husband of Rosa Tapp, be not admitted• 

W. H. L. Campbell, 

Master, in Chancery. 



P. L. ft Rosa Tapp, 

vs. No. Southern Dist. Judgment, Nov. 15, 1897. 

Ohoctaw ifatinn. 

On this the 20th day of January, 1898, came regularly 

on to be heard the above entitled case on the pleadings, evidence, 

exhibits, Master'srreport and the entire record in the cause and 

the Court having heard the evidence and being well and truly ad­

vised in the premises finds that Mrs. Rosa Tapp, Albert Tapp , and 

Aney Tapp are Choctaw Indians by blood, residing in the Indian 

Territory and are entitled to be admitted and enrolled as members 

of the Choctaw Tribe of Indians. Itiis therefore by the Court 

considered, ordered, adjudged ad decreed that Mrs . Rosa Tapp, 

Albert Tapp and Aney Tapp be and they ae hereby admitted and en­

rolled as members of the Choctaw Nation and as admitted and enrolled 

as members of the Choctaw Nation and as members of the Choctaw 

Tribe of Indians with all the rights, privileges and immunities 

pertaning to such relation. 

It is further ordered that the Clerk of this Court certify 

to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes a true copy of 

this decree and said Commission ishereby directed to enroll the 

above named parties as members of the Choctaw Tribe of Indians. 

(Signed) 

Hosea Townsend, 

Judge. 





- - : IN TFfK CHOCTAW A&'VJ C I I ' ^ ' A S A V n iTl?E: 'S ' ! lP QC^RT : - -

- o -

Mrs . Rosa T*pp, e t a l , $ 
P l a i n t i f f s , j 

vs . -*l J L 1 ? 1 T 1 0 X : - -
} 

The Choctaw and $ 
Chickasaw ' a t i o n s , jf 

D e f e n d a n t . 5 
V v 

.How come the petitioners, Mrs. Rosa Tapp, Albert Tapp and 

Onley Tapp, and respectfully represent and Sftstv to th coirt: 

That they, and each of them, are now, and have been at and since 

all t|ie dates and times hereinafter mentioned residents of the Chick-

&S«W Nation, Indian Territory. That they are each and all citizens 

and members oi' the Choctaw Nation or Tribe of Indians. 

That on the 9 -,j of September, 1896, and wlthlr I time re-

scribed by the Act of Congress approved Jtme 10, 1696, conferring 

jurisdiction in citizenship cases upon the Commission to t ve 

Civilised Tribes, petitioners herein filed i licatlon with 

the said Commission to the civilised Tribes for citizenship Mid 

membership in the Choctaw Tribe or Nation of Indians. That, in due 

course of tine, said Commission heara emld i ! rejected 

the same and denied the claim of petitioners herein to el ill 

the Choctaw Nation. 

That thereafter, and within the time prescribed by law, these 

petitioners ^led from the decision of the said Commission to the 

Five Civilized Tribes to the United 3 Court for the Sew Dis­

trict Indian Territory, at Ardnore, wherein saia appeal wao 

docketed in • cause styled "P.L.and Rosa Tapp, et al, vs. Choct 

Nation, Vo.t4*. 

That thereafter, in s*>ld United States Ceurt for ' Outhern 

District of the Indian Territeryt e4 Ardnore, e full, oo 

final trial W*AQ had of Mild cause He.94, styled foresaid, ana said 

court therein let era in ed end Adjudged these petitioners, esach and all, 



to "be citizens ana members of the Choctaw Tribe or Nation of Indian*, 

and ordered ..irected the said Commission to the Five Civilised 

Tribes to plans th* names of petitioners upon the roll of citizenship 

of the C ation or Tribe . _ êrs t f; 

which said judgraenl I nd entered of record in said cc 

on the J&Ot '• *ry, II ' . 

Petitioners farther 1 t, by its ,y nt rendered on the 

17th day of Df r, 1902, in a cause styled "The (Shoot 

asaw Nations or Tribes of Indians, tiffs, vs. J.T.Riddle, *t , 

defendants, this court adjudged and decreed all the judgmente and d«ci*# 

ions of the United State* Court in th * and Chic!; \ions, 

admitting persons to citizenship and enrollment as citizens of said 

ions upon appaal from the Commission to the 7IT* CiTiliaed Tribes, 

to be null and TO id, both as to th« defendants earned in said cause 

and all otht -sons claiming oitiaenshlp in the Chocta Chioka-

ga* Nations oy virtue of judgment8 n -x in I ft* Court 

for the Southern una Central .Districts of th* Indian Territory, under 

the Act of June 10, 1894 . 

Your petitioner:- ;* that tl ere not parties to said cause 

of "The Choct d Chickasaw Nation* or Tribes of 111 , intiffs, 

T*. J.T.Riddle, *t al, aefendar'ts", and are not bound by tl *nt 

rendered therein; ana that this court had no p*wer or jurisdiction, 

dnder the pleadings ana evidence in --aid cause, to set aside or Tacati 

the judgment of the United rt for the Southern District of 

the Inui&n Territory admitting them to citizenship 

tion; and that said judgment of said United Stat** Court for the 

Southern District of th* Indian Territory is still in full force and 

effect. 

B*t petitioners *tat* that, in a* much as this court has entered 

its judgment and decree setting aside all the j At* of said Unite d 

Stat** Courts for the Southern and Central Districts • lnc: 

Territory, wherein persons not specially made parti** thereto, but who 

file:///ions


were similarly situated to the defendants Hamad specially named in 

said suit of "The Choctaw and Chick-saw nations or Tribes of Indians, 

plaintiffs, vs. J.T.Riddle, tt al, defendants•, mm th* said United 

States Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes is denyin 

continue to deny tl• &t of petitioners herein to be enroll 

members of said tribe of Indians, unless the files and proceedings in 

said cause Mo.94, P.h.and Rosa T*p\ , et al, vs, Choc tion, in said 

United S I Court for the Southern District of the Indian Territory, 

at Ardmore, be certified and sent to this court for fur tie r proceedings 

herein, and Unless this court should, by It* decree, finally determine 

and ad. -.itioners to be citizens sad members of said Choc­

taw Nation or Tribe of Indians, said Commission will refuse Broil 

them as such : - - -

2 ~> 1 ^ I £ 2. H Jf» saia petitioners,etiil iruiistin u& 

their rights irs of said tribe una the validity and finality 

of said judgment of the United States Court for itriot 

of the In. ian territory, at Ardmore, admitting them to ci izenship, 

md without waiving any of ights adjudged and decreed to belong 

to them ana conf w under and by virtue of said 

judgment of the said United State* Court for the Southern District of 

the Indian territory, at .rsaid petitioners most respectfully 

pray that an order be maae, in the nature of a writ of ^rror or ether-

wise, directing f he Clei ' the United States Court for the Bouthern 

District o. Indian Territory, at Ardmore, to certify m.nd deliver 

to this Court all files, paper*, documents, jragseadtKga evidence and 

proceedings had in said cause . 4 , styled P.L.ancL Rosa Tapp vs. 

Chootaw Nation, heretofore pending in said Unit itei Court 

Ardmore; ana that ail proper and necessary writ?., citations and other­

wise be Issued b. i court for service upon the Prin­

cipal Chief P the Choctaw Nation ana the Governor of !v-.e Chick**** 

Nation, in order that si I ̂ use may be fully and eomp] • trans-

3 



ferrad ana lodged with this court, for all proper and lawful proceed­

ings therein. 

Attorneys I r tionei 
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IN THE CHOCTAW AND CHICKASAW 
CITIZENSHIP COURT. 

RODA TAPP, ET AL, 
vs. 

The Choctaw and 
Chickasaw Nations. 

PETITION .FOR WRIT OF ERROR. 

Gilbert & Gilbert, 
Duncan, l.T., 
Attorneys for Petitioners. 
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